12. You are God’s chosen people. You are holy

and deaﬂy loved. So put on tender mercy and

kindness as Lf ’chey were your clothes. Don’t be
pmud. Be genﬂe and patient.

13. Put up with one another. Forgive one

another gC you are ho lding some‘ch'mg against
someone. Forgive, just as the Lovrd forgave
you.

14. And over all these good things put on love.
Love holds them all ’coge‘chev pe[fec‘dy as Lf they

were one.

15. Let the peace that Christ gives rule in your

hearts. As parts of one body, you were
appointed to live in peace. And be thankﬁtl. JJ{ L | j’ﬁ{J ¢ = j it L3




16. Let the message about Christ live § 6‘” E_«mﬁ :LQ.\{ ga M 16

among you like a rich treasure. K J§ }09‘
) }

Teach and correct one another

~
L ]

wise[y. Teach one another on singing 3ely = ol 3 C\-ﬁ—ﬂ. gﬁ—’s

psalms and hymns and songs from
the Spirit. Sing to God with thanks

N your hearts.

17. Do everything you say or do in
the name of the Lord Jesus. Always
give thanks to God the Father

through Christ.




Sermon for 28 April 2024 by Lektor S5 alhy 2024 Ji) 28 32 a gy Alic
Stoffers in the Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven CRWR pad 3§ 9 S dwdS (2 2 g

1. The last book of the Bible, Revelation, . . N
contains the sermon text fov this Sunday. o :“’ | {“‘A | B 297 aal o2 -1
Here is the begin-ning: And 1 saw a sea of S IR IRRVIRE S gl g\:;ﬂ\
glass mingled with fire; and they that had o 152 &3 6, ol 2 a5 M‘y\
gotten the victory over the beast, and over ,

his image, and over the number of his ukc jﬁj\é il A ‘JUL Ll C\?Jj

name, stood on the sea of g[ass, having \3‘193 Aol O’° 0AC g ATy gy pu Jj
the harps of God, and singing the songof § & J\:'«ﬂj\: j:& j VL ' K L;-\» SURgE|
Moses the servant of God, and the song of R } T el 3y A

| goge ATy
the Lamb. (Revelation 15:2, 3a)
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2. What the seer John wrote down  § 134240 u§ % h>j; 34 | aS L .2
was not the reality of the churches 4_98 uh‘; L@ " 55 sl L3

he addressed at that time either. For "
where else is it possi’o[e fov peop[e to §V° Wl BT ‘\’\'9 yﬁ L aliS: uy \vb\’

stand on the sea, which seems to u-wd ﬁy uﬁ ;’J
constst not of water but of glass and o JJ L o @Mm 5 g g/\j _,\5

ﬁve? What he saw was his dream of ) | |
an almost heavenly futwe at the end M .A“\a' d\J Qﬁ'a’ “\’° 'JU\J C\"JS\
Ofdays, a ﬁ/ttwe that we can on[y gﬁv\s\ M\ ¢ TW\ 43.\_{[: S J\r‘ Al

wish for, for ourselves and for ngu P LY eolu J\ V) Ly
everyone else. 5




3. When he speaks here of the beast, he is A&L’a L C)\S\r;\ N Sdoy beios .3

not Vefewing to an animal in the true . WARK ARTEEE
sense of the word, but to the evil and the ﬂj w} > éjj ST

antidivine. At the end of days, what has | g Ll ‘\’\1(' L3 ‘MJ}J | 3‘;&3 J"“S |
been prayed for so long with the words of P asly JJ\ WA UU{C PVIES e
the Lord's Prayer And lead us not into v JH\ o% \.é UQ i ﬁ L3 A Y)

temptation, but deliver us ﬁrom evil will
fmnally become reality. The evil and A gb s LD f' el e
ngod[iness ﬁom which the temptation u& CCJ, Q\ﬂy\ \.1[,,Q 43\:@3}\ 5 _;\.,4&,\j
ovigina‘ced will be no more. And not ay JJ Ll 9‘>] u*“\ | ya - ;i
O NE NSRS o PRSP BUT

because pe—ople have conquered it, but

because they have been delivered from it -\-@j\-&&w\ f 4&5\: F jic
by God.




4. We cannot deal with evil on our own.
Again and again Lt rises up, confuses
peop le and leads them astray. Again
and again it looks dgﬁferen’c. Like the

sea, (t (s deep and opaque, a’oysmal and

destructive. 1t can only be Vecognized by

Lts deadly eﬁfect Without God's help, we

would be defenceless against evil. 1t has

power. Time and time again, evil more

or less Iolunﬂy claims to be omnipotent.
It asserts its claim on those who do not
realize how evil is taking hold of them.
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5. Who are we thinking of here? f/\&s j | Sad ng Q\ — 6»& D

Those in bwfeaucmcy and poliﬂcs . j . Jj | th 30 jj'w w Al
who feel omnipotent. Those in » ;\3\ &‘Jj\ 5y sl

business who mistakenly ident'gcy the ua‘ﬁé 2 i, J\‘.JY\ e 30 hoxs

salvation of humanity with economic § e
growth. To those in the world of 3 d . slaBY! Sy a3l oy Ll

fnance who walk over dead bodies Jel pé—“‘”\ QY SRR || Q\L\ %LJ\
for returns. To those who o o paldl ceMa e d) O

manipulate the masses. Whoever or Sl &) u@ SRR &’M sl {L
whatever claims to be omnipotent vgu 5§J A L leal i du\) L,

denies God's claim to be omnipotent.
3,




6. The seer John sees the
day coming when the
temptations of evil will
come to an end. At last.

Everyone will breathe a
sigla of Velief. And the

redeemed will sing an

unpava“e led SOVLg :




7. This song forms the second part

of today's sermon text: Great and
marvelous are your works, Lord
God A[migh’ty.’ Righteous and true
are your ways, O King of the
nations. Who should not fear you,
Lord, and praise your hame? For
you alone are ho ly.’ Yes, all nations
will come and worsh'qo befove you,
fov your judgments have been
revealed. (Revelation 15:3bc.4)
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8. On the one hand, most of us would
probala ly love to stmp ly Join in with this
wondelﬁi song. For in a certain way it

az,,wﬁ A\ s ol () gl

hfeady apphes to those who fee that God U‘ dﬂﬁ L)& J"“’M‘ d‘h‘ “’\-9 “-Q dnro

has presewed and accompamed them. For
them, God's works in creation and His

work in history are great and wondaful.
What a wondelﬁd thing it would be gC it

were like this for everyone, Lf it were ahready

as it (s sung about. How wondelﬁd it would
be Lf His name were to be sancﬁﬁed, Lf His
will were to be done and Lf His kingdom

were to come to pass.
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9. How wonderful it would be if people

fOMﬂd peacefov ’chemse lves and among

themselves, Lf peop le loved themselves,
others and God, gc everyone was
concerned about preserving creation, gC
everyone had what they needed to live.
What a Iolessing it would be gf everyone
fel’c like one Ioig family, like children of
God. And what a WOVldQl’ﬁd th'mg it
would be Lf everyone lknew that ’chey were
together in the presence of God, Lf

everyone was united in the wovship of

God as King.
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10. We are sobered on the Veality that

actuaﬂy exists and have to realize:
The world is not at all as we would
like it to be and as the seer John
describes it in his text. The world is
diﬂ%vent Evil is still there. And we
have to deal with it. And because it is
not yet as far as It 1s sung about in
Revelation, we put one or two
question marks in our minds behind

the melodious sentences of the song

of the redeemed.
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11. We ask ourselves: What about things
in the world that are not miraculous and
p[anned? Why do-esn't the almighty
God, the Pantocrator, as King of the
nations, put those in their p[ace who
pretend to be a[mighty and rulers of the
world? And what about all the obvious
Injustices that God does not do, of
course, but allows? And what about all
our contemporaries who neither feav
God nor sanct'gﬁ/ His name, but have

simp [y forgo’c‘cen Him or even deny
Him?
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12. Questions like these make us
cautious about singing along or
repeating a text like the one ﬁfom
Revelation with conviction. For the

sake of faimess, it should be noted
that the seer John did not ex-pect
those fov whom he wrote down his
vision to be able to Join in with this
song. For even then, the time of

temptation was far from over and

(AY ll was ’0}/ no means 0[€fv ea’ted.
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13. But what John is trying to do with
his vision is this: He paints a picture
for the church, a Veali’cy that is not
yet, but will come - sooner or later.
And on panting it Iaefove their eyes in
this way, he en-courages them to
endure the time of their need, in

which not evevy‘ching S wondevful

and in which ‘chings are not just. In

this way, he enables them to rise up
with a view to how ’ch'mgs will be one

day.
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14. Did the churches he addressed succeed Lg \VLB 6\5 u\suré | ot .14

in doing this? Will it have helped them not u‘ J"“S f c e A el 2 JORE

to give up ’nope and fai‘ch? And what does
that look like ‘coday? What becomes clear f f‘s 92 “"’5 ) U\":y J‘“ M

in this song from the Book of Revelation § (3 \:4:\ a5 Jic b ) e o A A el

could also be applied to many a song text Sl i Lol L3 L}\.;y\ uU{uﬂ N )
of our day: They sing of almost heavenly TR '

condi-tions, which at times do not ) oyp AR 08 ‘4?'3\‘“8\ dﬁ)u el d bf"
cowespond at all with the circumstances in “*‘“"’M djju\ - @\JL? | J“ dﬁ\j"
which we live. But they want to encourage J& o RYS N ("”ﬂ AL (s B\

us to persevere, not to give up, to stand up s . ) o
Azl e e o laglly »hladat 5, 1l
for a better world and to expect a better fu- é S Z, A 2 ¢ PR "qu‘

ture. ij*; J'@;\ J““"""“J




15. Unfortunately, the way people L Jas @5\ G el (Ll gl 15
oﬂen sing n churches, perhaps here uj Lt b 3 u_;;\_ﬁ\ B Uk (‘\, 3 )

fcoo, gives tb.le Impression, and not QKJ | 0\ 5 Z,\"‘XQY\ i }5\ L}Q"
just to outsiders, that many of the \ T DR R ’ }{
singers are not behind the content of § ~ -7 DX S OFR T U

what they are singing. It sounds too J&\ PRV ELREE || \}E/\w

24
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reserved, too timid, more J}L&U Moy N N P e
questioning than triumphant. And § z\“&\’ 3 o o s ol 1S

yes: you on[y sing W.Lt’/l con-viction Lf o e 9'\)} i, B \zaie o < | 5l
you are Veaﬂy convinced and stand
SR 2l

behind what you are singing.




16. 1t is a bit different with songs that § - T dJ d\;y - b A0 Ko oin .16
sing about the past. Because when we b e (“’ S Al R dﬁu
sing about what has al-ready happened, ujfy sl ‘d‘“ el S

we expose ourselves to the experiences of Uﬁ =l = \"’ = 3 Lﬁ’“’ e« Jadll
God of earlier generations through S5 isab Aald) Jle Y Qﬁ Ll Ns

song. Initially, it is their experiences and § s ﬂ y Loyl il Oyl (,é Sl ey

not ours. But by singing such songs, we f L)l N oy @\cy sda e e N

also appropriate some of the experiences ol sam b L AT LS
u ~ ¢ - . . \ n\ ’ NS
with God described there. In this way, EialiCanliC Asbal®

what others have ahfeady experienced,

some-—thing of the power of earlier times f| *>* 5 S ob .4 - s 2504l
resonates with us through the music. M Ll gall e s s\ - EYNWE




17. Singing about the reality of

tomorrow, as God wants it and
ulﬁmately creates it, also has a concrete
inﬂuence on our thoughts and actions
today. What we sing about Ioeg'ms to
inﬂuence and change us here and now.
n this way, singing songs like this one
ﬁrom Revelation becomes, on the one
hand, singing against the Veali’cy that
actuaUy exists, that is against all that is
terrible and unjust, against all that is
ungodly and evil - until the songs of
tomorrow are fulﬁlled.

o,\sj\f.,\.as PN uu\b{17
J’-A\f‘&de "%Lv'g?@"“«ﬁ
u@uuw‘ \JK’;vJ posehe A3l
ey Sl Y1y L Ty ae
O,od\cﬁ o.mJ:Log\;&C”m
635 SV Ve @35
CB‘@“J{"”d J”j\”f}

V\C;«L’j d\&y \"0(3}—




18. And thus, on the other hand, our
singing becomes a condemnation of

what is be'mg sung about. Aﬁer all,

anyone who sings n this way wishes
that conditions will soon change in the
direction of what is Ioeing sung about in
songs like today's. Of course, this will
not happen on its own. And so those
who sing such songs must always ask
themselves: What can 1 do to ensure

that things twn out as pvomised and as
1 would like them to?
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19. At the end of time, we will be d\rf\ 2 djgz.w ol ale (319
able to Sing songs like this \§3= S e Sllas g3 od JM
without reservation and sin , o . : .
b ebplsl lele o 5ok o,

them with conviction, because the

world will then be as we are told it | b2 |5 <3 s %\-’j\ Sy )Y

will be: Wonderful, perfect and Uy dbley Sl é\J L

Just. And people will joxfﬁ”y &\5 C > AR sle y\z{ 0ﬁ 5 55
worslflip God as the King of the ) 5 |
nations and sing: "G lory to God in ‘)&3 ‘-}p “3 A 3 f

the lftig’aest and peace on earth." . \)«»5 u"J




20. Thus, by recalling God's saving J\;« J{.u u\b f 9 .20
deeds in the past and present and DJM S J_{j ﬁ\-;j Lﬁ‘o\l AL
looking to the end and the future, th 5l L

ooring to the end an eﬁt re, the J{LB o}\:@U \‘\p\étﬂjjd‘iw

text encourages us to persevere in all

adversity. As the saying goes: all will ¢ 5y 4Ll 3 RYL S slall
be well in the end. And if it isnotyet § o3\ ui % ly .o\ x L e ngu,u

good, it is not yet over - and God's Lej - ady e B\ J‘{ s N b cdn |

kingdom is still coming. Let us hope . i
: - o 5als & \ " .
in God and give him the g[ovy -In j"b‘ﬁ\ Jj“ S L6 uﬁﬁ” J\J

deed and in word - until the crowning ) u\“ J{j*\'" ¢ j’jﬂ\ J{ Ny LS-«\S\
fmnal chord that removes all tension. -CJ..“‘T P Jaadl g Jadl ouseds

Amen!
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