Introduction 3.4.26

We will now see a longer pantomime
about the anniversary of Jesus'
death, a Good Friday play. This will
be interspersed with texts from the
Gospel of Mark about the suffering
and death of Jesus, with excerpts
]f[’)rom the sermon, alnd with IﬁUSiC. In
etween, you are also invited to
symbolically bring your burdens to ‘JLQM U‘ L; | s jr’ el J‘d |
the cross of Jesus, in the Good Friday f‘ ‘AJAJ é&hf—‘

play, we encounter a person from

today as well as people who @LAY\_\J\AJ\ b

witnessed the suffering and death of - \j
Jesus. The Evangelist John and the &}“’"

Apostle Paul, who offer a spiritual ‘U“jﬁ RENPY g_;-‘x
interpretation of Jesus' death, also )j-t; ) et yla
appear.



1. Afghan man:

I have only recently begun to get to know the
Christian faith. I am fascinated by Jesus - how
He speaks about God, how He treats people.
With such love He turns to the weak. With His
healing power He makes the sick well again.
He teaches us to treat one another with mercy.
There 1s good reason to say: Jesus is the
Messiah. I also like that He stands up to the
arrogant religious authorities of his time and
withstands their attacks. But then why does
He allow himself to be arrested? Why must
He suffer and then die on the cross? Isn’t the
Messiah stronger than his enemies? The
Messiah cannot die, can He?
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2. Disciple Thomas: :bogs Sl L2
Just a moment ago we were still ) o e | .
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together with Jesus. We were sitting

at the table, sharing bread and wine. u\,K@,.w By . 3, ) el (sl
Jesus spoke mysterious words about
His body, which He gives for us, and
His blood, which He pours out for all Ll = Jo\ Lsa\ﬁ A0l

people. Then we were in the Garden | )
of Gethsemane. Jesus wanted to O @*-“ S dw )b S L{f

pray. But it was already late and we o 2 b 8703
fell asleep. Then suddenly soldiers of 568 b 24 ﬂ ‘}'m

the priests and teachers of the law pare s SFREPN L;‘*L"”J S g
came. Judas was with them and they F g e a2l \}ij
arrested Jesus.

ey el u,uu,\m‘j,\ﬂ owapw\c




3.We ran away quickly, afraid that we
ourselves would be arrested. What
happened afterward I only heard from
others: the Jewish council
interrogated Jesus, and later the
governor Pilate. Then they
condemned Jesus to death. Someone
said they want to crucity Him. And
where am I? [ have hidden myself. I
abandoned my master. I am filled
only with fear. Jesus will die, and all
my hopes are at an end. For three
years we followed the Messiah;
everything kept getting better, the
kingdom of God was near. Now
everything 1s over.
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20c they led Him out to crucify Him.

21Then they compelled one who was passing by

coming from a field, Simon the Cyrenian, the

father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry His cross.

22 And they brought Him to the place named

Golgotha; which is, being interpreted, “The Place
of a Skull.”

23 And they were attempting to give Him wine to

drink, mixed with myrrh; but He did not take it.
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4. Simon of Cyrene:

I carried His cross. I am just coming from
working in the fields and want to return to
the city. On the other side of the road I
meet this procession with many soldiers
and onlookers. And in the middle of it,
Him. I have never seen this man before.
He looks miserable. On His bare back I see
the marks of the whip. His head 1s bloody
as well. Now He lies on the ground. He
had been carrying the cross and collapsed
under 1t. I feel compassion for this battered
man. What could He have done that he
must die on the cross?
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5.He does not look like a criminal at all.

Despite his suffering, there 1s a strange
radiance about him. Then the centurion
calls out to me: “Hey, farmer, you are a
strong man. You carry the cross for
him” - he pointed to the man on the
ground.

(Centurion)

And before I can protest, the soldiers
have already placed the cross on my
back, and I march with this heavy
burden toward Golgotha, the place of

the skull. Behind me walks the battered,

holy man. The cross 1s very heavy, but
somehow I feel honored to carry 1t for
this man. I feel 1t 1s a sacred task.
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24 And when they had crucified Him, they . /\AJ ‘ M jﬂm BA j24

divided His garments, casting lots for them to dS J;L \J\_,q \_@41; u;.c )JS.A
see who would take what. MJGJ‘ 4\_;\_‘_“]\ uJ\S jz 5 ¢ h\ K

25Now it was the third hour when they culc: O83526 . jALaS
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crucified Him. «a }é_/d‘ qu)) - j.\s.q
26And the inscription of His accusation was \3@\5 ¢ :a 4 :\3.2 \ jﬂ;aj27

written, “The King of the Jews.” .9)\ - ;: :)E._ “\ X ‘j Ay /; % -

27And with Him they crucified two robbers,

one at His right hand and one at His left.



6. Mary, the mother of Jesus:

My son, my beloved son! Why are you
hanging here on the cross? I carried you in
my womb. When you were born the angels
sang. When I brought you to the temple a
few weeks later, the old Simeon already
said to me: ““You will suffer much because
of this child; like a sharp sword 1t will
pierce your heart.” (Luke 2:35)

For a long time I did not understand those
words - when Jesus was growing up and
when He later revealed Himself among the
people as the Messiah.
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7. Then I was happy. But the
last few days were different.
And today 1s completely
different. Today my son -
God’s Son - hangs on the cross
like a criminal. I feel the pain
He suffers, as only a mother
can feel 1t. I am full of sorrow.
My God, what are you doing
with your son, with my son?
Where will this lead?
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1. I love Good Friday. I love the old
hymns that sing about the suffering of Jesus
and his redeeming power. I love Jesus, who
suffers on the cross for me. Actually, the
victorious, the risen, the powerful Jesus is
closer to my heart. He makes me confident and
strong. Only sometimes I do not feel so well.
For example, when I worry greatly about the

future of our Kreuzkirche.
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2. Then I can sense a little how
Jesus must have felt. Then I too feel
treated unjustly and powerless, because
others have the power and choose a path
that 1s not so good for the Kreuzkirche.
Then I suffer from the fact that fewer
people are now coming to our
congregation and that some who used to
be strongly involved in the Kreuzkirche

now come only rarely.
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3. Then I notice that many Germans
are not positively disposed toward our
international congregation, that we have
only a few supporters in our church, and
that other congregations and projects in our
church seem to be more important. Then I
can find myself to some extent in Jesus,
whose disciples run away and for whom
the people are no longer there who only a

short time before had cheered for Him.
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4. When I feel this way, | am L_;MSJ JA) UaaTl) sda L;“' -4
grateful that Jesus is not only the radiant| ©=>3 ‘ﬂ} & ll e N GJJS
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my troubled mood I can find myself in
Jesus, who goes to the cross or hangs on

the cross.




3. Then I no longer feel so alone
and know: Jesus 1s also at my side when
I am not doing well. And what gives me
courage 1s this: Jesus did not remain on
the cross. Two days later He rose again.
The state of suffering was a transition.
My discouragement too will only be a
transition. Jesus will give me new

courage and new strength again.
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33Now at the sixth hour, darkness came over

all the land until the ninth hour;

34And at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a
loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani1?” which 1s, being interpreted, “My
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”

35And after hearing 1t, some of those who

were standing by said, “Look, He is calling for

Elijah.”
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36Then one ran and filled a sponge
with vinegar, and after putting 1t on a
stick gave 1t to Him to drink, saying,
“Let Him be. Let us see 1f Elijjah comes
to take Him down.”

37And after crying out with a loud
voice, Jesus expired.

38And the veil of the temple was split
in two from top to bottom.

39Then the centurion who stood facing
Him, witnessing the words that He
cried out as He was dying, said, “Truly
this man was the Son of God.”
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8. Roman Centurion:

I already knew Jesus from Capernaum. At that
time I was a centurion there. He healed my
illegitimate son. I will never forget that. Even
then I sensed that Jesus was a very special
man of God, and secretly I admired Him. But
this man of God also had many enemies:
Jewish religious leaders who saw in him a
rival superior to them, and Roman officers
who regarded him as a threat to public order.
The devil wanted it - or was 1t God? - that I
was transferred to Jerusalem just as the events
around Jesus were coming to a head.
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9.When Pilate gives 1n to the
pressure of the Jewish leaders
and the crowd they had stirred
up, Jesus 1s condemned to death.
Pilate says to me: “You are a
calm man; you will lead the
execution squad.” I am horrified,
because I am convinced of Jesus’
innocence. But I do what I must
do, against everything that 1s
within me. It 1s afternoon when
Jesus dies. Now I know 1t more

clearly than ever before: the Son
of God has died.
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10. Disciple John: L g Sl 10

How shaken I was when I stood - L,
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together with Mary at Jesus’ Dol alnas 5 Jaas

cross. But Jesus, who had to Sapadl 4l & gy N Gy g
endure terrible pain, gave me asl LsMp\ ) oAb Lewe Bl v

peace when he asked me to take a b o i L L]
care of Mary, His mother, in the 3G o Sl 3

future. What love He still shows P

even now. Then He says quietly L Jf\ B il Sy L 6 2
to me “It 1s finished” and dies. | 2 Eal d

feel deep sorrow: Jesus 1s dead. 2 ﬂ le U3 Pt 13 O & ad
But at the same time I sense: this yd\% i o ] L] Jals

1s not yet the end of all our hopes. LT




11.

Did Jesus not say “No one has
greater love than the one who
lays down his life for his friends™
(John 15:13)? And did He not say
beforehand, looking toward His
death: “In the world you will
have trouble; but take courage, I
have overcome the world” (John

16:33)? So I am sad, and yet I
believe: His death may have been

the greatest thing Jesus did for us.

Something more 1s coming!
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Sermon Good Friday 2 (3 April 2026): Jesus’ = g4 :(03.04.2026) 2 Z\-Ag-BaJ‘ ;\.u,ﬂ\ diac
Death according to John Lia g3 iy £ g

1. [ love Good Friday. I love the way John :‘\A-‘L’J‘ M‘ ‘—’A\ ul 1

understands the death of Jesus. John certainly O 9« \4;}4 L@—‘ e@JJ g;‘j‘ 44, )u‘

sees Jesus as a suffering human being. But at e XS h;y u\ &= &}u"
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and death for us. For John, Jesus 1s the director 9,93 \ z 12 Al 9A L\;}a A &},_uj
of the events of the Passion. e‘)f}[\ u\hy

the same time, through this suffering man the




2. The priests, the Pharisees, and the
Romans appear to be the actors, the
powerful ones 1n this story - they torture
and kill Jesus. But in truth it 1s Jesus
who directs these seemingly powerful
people and determines their steps. Jesus
wants to suffer, wants to die for us. Not
because He 1s powerless, but because,
as the Son of God, He wants to redeem

us 1n this way.
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3. In depictions of the cross that follow
the Evangelist John, it 1s not a man
distorted by pain who hangs on the cross,
but the King of the world who knows what
he 1s doing and what he wants. The King
who, 1n inner calm and with love for us
human beings, goes this way to the very

end. And who finally says: “It 1s finished.”

I have done everything necessary for the

salvation of humanity. I have fulfilled my
mission and now bring it to an end. I return

to the Father.




4, I find it fascinating how Jesus,
according to John, understands His death:
“Take heart; I have overcome the world.”
(John 16:33b) Then I ask myself: who i1s
the world that Jesus has overcome? Is it the

powerful people of this world who, driven

by rather evil intentions, are currently

plunging the world into chaos? These
rulers of violence will also be deposed by

God 1n the not-too-distant future.
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5.  But by “the world” I myself am (ST 28y 1 g3y Ayl gﬁj 5
cd.ﬂLAJdAS\j cJM\uaM
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meant first of all. It 1Is me whom Jesus
conquers on the cross. I do not like to be
conquered - hardly anyone does, I
suppose. Even when others are stronger,
I still want to be able to do something,

to remain capable of acting, and 1n the

end to reach my goals despite various

adversities. But to be conquered?



6. I want that only from one who is ?@4 u.\S é‘wﬁ )-“"‘M (» .0

stronger than I am, who truly loves me 8 U )5y (Ls g die 45 5a e
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and knows better than I do what 1s good u-“-d E}“‘“ , S s \( ?n"d‘ RS
for me - from Jesus. In this sense, the |8 L:A J...J\ 5 M\ u\AA\ 144
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and me, the sinner.




7. And 1n the end Jesus conquers me
- and that is a healing defeat for me. He
1s now my Lord and no longer I myself.
I now belong to the one who has
overcome sin and am no longer alone
with myself, the sinner, and with the

other sinners - thanks be to Jesus.
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12. Paul:

I was not there when Jesus died. At that time I
did not yet know Him. I was a law-observant
Pharisee. Only later did I hear about Jews who
worshiped a crucified man as the Messiah -
this was one or two years after His death and

after His resurrection, about which these
Christians were always speaking. I was
outraged. For the Bible says: “Cursed 1s
anyone who hangs on a tree” - that is, on a
cross (Deuteronomy 21:23). These so-called
Christians worshiped someone cursed by God!
That was blasphemy!
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13.1 persecuted these followers of J b A N z\.f\ Odgles) 13

Jesus - until... until Jesus Vs -5
Himself appeared to me near o SR 2 A @“’

Damascus. He was truly not
dead; He 1s alive. He 1s the Son
of God! But why then did He
hang on the cross? I understood:
He did it for us. He took upon
Himself the curse that fell on us
as sinners. Now we are free from

m ;L{\ w‘\j ealll o uﬁ J\J;\
this curse and beloved children of ]
God. Now I live by faith in Jesus, T ael el LY 8 el 3
who loved me and gave Himself 9 7 @V e O 2 U“c O

for me (cf. Galatians 2:20). AR




14. Afghan man: : 3l 14
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comes with it. For that he goes 8
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Sermon Good Friday 3 (3 April 2026): Jesus’ | <« :(03.04.2026) 3 dadinl) daanll ddac
Death according to Paul .

1. I love Good Friday. I love the way Paul :‘\A-‘L’J‘ M‘ cal Ul 1

understands the death of Jesus. For me, Paul is D g U"‘jﬁ e a@JJ u—‘j‘ 44, )LM

the great teacher of Christianity. Who Jesus is
for us - we know this not only, but above all,
from the Apostle Paul. What Moses is for the

Jews and Muhammad for the Muslims, Paul 1s

for us Christians. He shows who God 1s above ‘UJ\ A (e Ll ;m }eﬁ JIITY ,,QS\
all for us: Jesus, who dies on the cross for us Ld;\ % g_\.\LA\ sz‘; Cla gl &
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2. Paul does not preach God as
someone who makes demands on me,
but as someone who gives me a great
gift. Again and again I have tried to
make clear to you, according to the
teaching of Paul, what this gift consists
of. Essentially, it 1s an exchange. Jesus
takes from me what 1s bad 1n me and

gives me instead what 1s good in Him.
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3. I like to make this clear with the
image of a coat. According to Paul, the
cross of Jesus 1s like an operation 1n a
hospital. I am admitted to the operating
room wearing my dirty coat of sin. Then I
fall asleep. While I am sleeping, Jesus
takes off my coat of sin, briefly puts it on
Himself, then throws it into the fire, and
takes from Himself the coat of love and
righteousness and puts 1t on me while I am

still asleep.
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4. Then I wake up joyfully and @\A T gt ¢ L) 9 6eb\ ?J 4

realize: the old coat, which caused me °¢\4-° @f— C JJJS S -
so much pain and with which I could g‘” ¢ddaal 52 L@L}j “U-L’AJ‘

not live well, is gone. And instead I hb SIINIEEEY J\-‘j‘ Lﬁ Lealy
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have received a wonderful, precious

coat from Jesus 1n the operating room of
the cross. What a wonderful gift! And
the coat meant here 1s not something
that I can take off or put on whenever I

please.




5. The coat that Jesus placed on me

at the cross I will never take off again -

until the end of this life, indeed 1nto all
eternity. This coat will remain and
protect me: from all destruction, from
death, from the final judgment. This
wonderful coat always remains around
me. At the same time, there is still
something under this coat - and that 1s

me.
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6. I remain a distinct person,
whether as a sinner or as a person
clothed by Jesus. But it 1s not - as many
people in Western societies believe - my
unique self, important as it 1s, that 1s the
happiness of my life. Rather, the fact
that Jesus placed this coat of love on me
at the cross - that 1s my greatest gain.
His coat 1s what makes me confident,

strong, and happy.
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7. Paul says: “I now live by faith in

Jesus, who loved me and gave himself

for me.” (Galatians 2:20cd) I marvel at

this: that Jesus loved me so much that

He makes this whole exchange with me,

so that I will not be lost but can live

protected, loved, and saved by Him.
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8. And so I believe: the one who
loved me so much that He went to death
for me will never leave me alone now.
He will also help me in other, smaller
difficulties and, for example, guide a
good path with his Kreuzkirche
congregation and with me as pastor. He

will always stand by my side.
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9. I can rely on Him at all times, and L:J‘ @A‘ LSJ‘ U‘ U-‘“J‘ A9
[ always want to belong to Him and DS b ¢ ‘L‘ @SJ-“ G sl 1

| L.é L.T’; Lf.z.c\..o.u) RVAIR LS"A
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speaks of Him. I love Jesus, who died
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forever. Amen!
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