


1. Give thanks to the LORD,
because he is good. His
faithful love continues for
ever.

2. Let those who have been
set free by the LORD tell

their story. He set them free
from the power of the enemy.

3. He brought them back
from other lands. He brought
them back from east and
west, from north and south.




23. Some people sailed out on the
ocean in ships. They traded goods on
the mighty waters.

24. They saw the works of the
LORD. They saw the wonderful
deeds he did on the ocean. s
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25. He spoke and stirred up a storm. “"\Jj Cady W\P VQ Cm-’ f1-25
It lifted the waves high. <
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26. They rose up to the heavens. ‘-M dﬁs“:ﬁ ‘UJ\‘“‘“ L;) Q9 %2, .26
Then they went down deep into the L N ﬁ ‘ 5 d“cﬂ

ocean. In that kind of danger the i

people’s boldness melted away. ‘”k\:;g 27

27. They were unsteady like people
who have become drunk. They
didn’t know what to do.




28. Then they cried out to the LORD
because of their problems. And he
brought them out of their troubles.

29. He made the storm as quiet as a
whisper. The waves of the ocean calmed
down.

30. The people were glad when the ocean
became calm. Then he guided them to

the harbour they were looking for.

31. Let them give thanks to the LORD
for his faithful love. Let them give
thanks for the wonderful things he does
for people.

32. Let them honour him among his
people who gather for worship. Let them
praise him in the meeting of the elders.
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g Jesus proclaims the kingdom of God in
?i‘ many places in Israel and He heals many Fyusd uﬂ u\“‘a "“!JLS’JMU‘J“Q‘ Lf""’ﬁ

' sick and possessed people. But Jesus also
performs other miracles. For He is also
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:
g Lord over the forces of nature. His

: disciples experience this when they are
g traveling with Jesus in a boat on the Sea

of Galilee and a storm suddenly arises.
| We see this account from Mark 4 as a uﬁl BL‘ 9\""9‘" 4 JJb o UL'“A'\ W SF
' pantomime. This Bible text of Jesus in the 9 dedd) daw (3 Ty (P @&\ gEURNTY
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© disciples' boat is also the basis of the

g sermon. This Bible text is not just an

;m account of what His disciples experienced

& with Jesus 2000 years ago. It is also an
|mage a parable for our life with Jesus
today.
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¢ 35. When evening came Jesus sald
© to his disciples, ‘Let’s go over to
g the other side of the lake.’

36. They left the crowd behind.
And they took him along in a boat,
just as he was. There were also
other boats with him.

£

§37 A wild storm came up. Waves
crashed over the boat. It was about
to sink.

|
g 38. Jesus was In the back, sleeping
|
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on a cushion. The disciples woke
him up. They said, ‘Teacher! Don’ t
| you care If we drown?’
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39. He got up and ordered the
_wind to stop. He said to the
waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!” Then
the wind died down. And it
was completely calm.

:

%

§

i

§4O He said to his disciples,
g ‘Why are you so afraid?

i

|

§

Don’t you have any faith at all

yet?’

41. They were terrified. They
' asked each other, ‘Who Is
this? Even the wind and the
waves obey him!’
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Sermon for 4 February 2024 on 41-35 4 u...'éJ.a u3 4.2.24 4zl
Mark 4, 35-41 )
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Dear congregation! * é’j“*"" §HNF
1. Jesus in the boat of my life. The 1290 e QU (2 E s ]

fact that the disciples are in a boat | > & &= & bl (2 Lpadul
with Jesus on the Sea of Galilee is aa Liibad Al ) 3 ) g g2 Jalad)
a wonderful image for our life algall g (ulil) e Wila & ga

with Jesus. Our life with the ) Jia Lgaablaat Al JSUal) g

people, tasks and problems that go . . wooi .
with it is like a big boat on which | Ot (2 Ale ple) ) sl

live. Sometimes the boat glides plall (398 bl Y (3155 (lad)
gently over the water and the sun ual gad) g ad cuandd) (§ g
shines, and then it storms and A CUAN 71 e adxig tadY) g
rains and the waves drive the boat JA u_\;igy
up and down.




2. Jesus IS In the boat of my
life. Unlike back then with
the disciples, | don't see Him.
But | keep hearing His voice
and He hears me and
answers my pleas. It is
everyday life. | go to school,

to a German course or to
work. | look after my
children or parents, do the
housework, do voluntary
work. In the evening, I'm
exhausted from a full day.
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3. Jesus is in the daily routine 2 (P g g 1o La (il 3
of my life. | do my things, but C)S-‘ ‘&J}Q\ Jad A_Myj\ Blaal)

| pray when | need help, when ¢85 Lisal N “.La
I'm afraid, when I'm worried. bae ‘ u-“ < ‘ "~ |

And | thank Jesus when JS“‘J uﬂsﬁ Gl ZETER

something has gone well, when | S s Gl Laaie S
| have received help In time. It 5 Sl anj cal

is as if someone is constantly  § gau | cauliall <8 gl uﬁ 5aS Luwall
Keeping an eye on me in my ud-ﬁbé Cya LA 3.\ LS Y

everyday life. Not scrutinizing
and criticizing, but blessing 3 ::'“Jm ‘f"‘“ ‘:j BIP e
and winking at me in a Sk J ‘u* 3 u-“‘“‘

friendly way. A g ‘WJ-E“ (o A g




4. Sometimes the sun
shines all day. It's warm,
but not too hot. | find a
nice spot in the bow of the
boat, enjoy an ice cream
and look out over the blue

water. Life Is beautiful. |
thank Jesus for this
beautiful day. | am not
afraid that, as life
experience shows, the days
can change again.
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5. I think of Jesus, who Is
Invisibly around me. He Is
the happiness and the sun of
my life. His light illuminates
me even when the days are
gray. Beautiful days here are

a glimpse of eternal
happiness, which | will be
able to enjoy forever. | am
happy about this beautiful
day and the one who always
gives me such hours and
days.
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6. Today | walked across our 2SI U8 e gl Cdia 6

big boat and met an old man ?'““ u‘S Jsas Ja e sty

who Is In pain and has several
IlInesses at once. Today | heard “33 uﬁ U"b“ b (14 (lay g

on the radio about children J“U-“ uﬁ N—‘-“ Craw Aal g
whose boat is being bombed, (il *Ju ua 2d Sl

who are injured and without agall o) agla) ) gasd g | guual

parents. Today | talk to a . PG
woman whose boat has sunk, S s g8 3 °‘J'°‘ &

who has survived for days in <l L‘U als) Baad g lal uﬁ Cﬁ"
the water on a board and still L@ 8Ll ay & L@au

feels completely alien in our L e o Loy Ll<a cuaa g
boat. | look for a quiet place on 6 s CACP

our boat and speak to Jesus:




7. Of the old man and woman J As 3} sall g jeaadl Jall (e 7
on our boat and the poor A5 o) jadll Sk g U 8 yia
children on another boat and iia il g AT H'J@ e

ask him for His help. When | VIR
look out at the water again slall ) Ll Laaie  AdacLisa

after my intercession, | have a | (o= ‘@S‘—m ay g A 3 0 A
good feeling. Someone, Jesus, ‘€ a add A ) e

IS taking care of these people uéﬁ‘ A AEN) oY 58 e.\.@a

whose need touches my heart.
And 1 will go back to the old | 55443 s pglabial guad

man later and to the woman g Bay Jsaadl JaJd

tomorrow to see how | can (HiSay LS s N 1 3 all
help. s Lucall




8. Tomorrow Is supposed to be
stormy. A ship's officer has
noticed damage to the masts
that urgently needs to be
repaired before the storm. He
has said that everyone must

pitch in so that we can make It.

But many people have their
reasons for not being able to
help right now. The child is ill,
the other work has to be
finished urgently and so on.
Basically, everyone is a bit
scared of climbing up the masts.
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9. | feel the same way. |
don't want to take care of
It either and | don't have
the courage to do so. The
best thing for me to do is
to sign off from the aid

campaign with a good
reason. | hear an inner
voice: ""Pull yourself
together, you're needed!
I'll give you the courage
you need. You'll do well."

LY o) Gudly 2l 9
@ﬁumjdll ui.dudm O
CyA .dj.h eh&ﬂ ‘\.QM‘
s lall LHAA‘ eﬁ\ u‘ MY‘
Sl as Lucal) Alaa uﬁ &) i
Uya @m\ ea Al g ua.u.d
LA (dludi aanl' LA
S Juaaic 1e) dala
e Lgaliag Al de il




10. And | say that | will dJuLu um dJALuJ 10
Join in. When we're done, 1§ +\< J&l . adic | (ol Lanie

think: 1t was even fun. L.ms: L 3 haa \
During the storm the next ol )

day, 1 say: good thingwe | #52) ¢ Asalalls a0 (3has,
fixed that yesterday. | have L) ) b ‘uju\

a good feeling that | D5 (gl Loyl um;La\
helped yesterday. And | oYL s s AL s
think: thank you, Jesus, SUN & g A i) . Kb g

for giving me the push and . e k. ok ?
. dc ladi g Al (,A.ubﬁ
courage to take on this I s |
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11. Today Is a sad day. |
falled the German exam.
Now everything Is starting
all over again and I'm
losing a lot of time. | also
received a message on my
cell phone. My uncle,
whom | like very much, has
died in an accident in my
old home. I look for a quiet
place and cry over the two
sad messages.
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12. | remember how Jesus slept
peacefully in the boat on the Sea of
Galilee. And it is as if | hear His
voice: lie down with me, snuggle up
to me, | will comfort your sad soul.
| look for a sunny spot with a bit of
wind, lie down, cover myself up,
cry myself out and have the feeling
that 1 am not alone. Jesus spreads
His wings over me and wraps me in
His love. After an hour, | feel
strengthened and comforted, get
up, need something to eat now,
thank you Jesus: you were there
when | needed you most.
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13. Suddenly there is a lot of
noise on our boat. | hear the
voice of an angry man. "'These
boat people from the sunken
boats can't stay with us any
longer. They're taking away our
food and occupying our

Infirmary. The best thing is: we
let them Into 2 or 3 lifeboats, put
them on the water and they have
to see where they stay." Many
others around this man applaud
and shout: ""Off to the boats
with the refugees!"
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14. I'm scared of these people
and I'm worried about the boat
people, like this woman | spoke
to the other day. But what can |
do about this mob of angry
people? A word from Jesus
comes to mind: ""Whatever you

do for those in need, you do for
me."" (according to Matthew
25.40) And | hear another word:
"Stand firm in your faith! Be
courageous and be strong!"*
(according to 1 Corinthians
16:13)
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15. | speak to others who Gl e AN -y Jal g .15

also disagree with thisangry §  ¢1& <l 138 L) (o gdlid
mob. We stand together, . A u

confer, and someone wWho IS
a good speaker takes the
floor. He finishes with: The e*-NJ A %0 Gaadll

e call ol | ualall
daSay adld daat g ¢ gladi g

boat people are staying G908 LA Salr .4l 68,
here.” In the end, we have Aule V) LAt dAgle i) LA " LA

the lmajority and thelmob 6‘ Jad uJ’UM N ,,ij,_xb

can't do anything. It's good
that Jesus gave me the 53'““ O 2l (e S

courage to stand up! 1 g8 o1l Aoyl e




16. After a few days, we actually ddale Ligal g ‘eu\ daay 22y .16
get caught in a big storm, just like @Ju RS { aea i Las A__ubg

the disciples back then. Our boat L Gl o Gla s L u
= al"’-‘ ué*“.d () § 3 .J
rocks back and forth, most of us 'SS\ L i ‘“n LE ) )

crawl below deck, many of us ..
vomit. | try to pray to Jesus. hal o Jolal L &\

"Lord, you've always been here Lina L Ladla S ey " &Jﬂ-‘-‘
with us. Be here now too and help | adaalad) " U gaslo g %) A | g ¢S

us.” The storm is getting worse. Aadd 3ae buwa 25 Y Ip g A
No help is coming. *"Jesus, where o da L Jlad e ol XN

are you?'', | ask. Shall we die o
here? An inner voice urges me to (R Qe TUA D gad ] u‘JM‘

keep praying. In the end, our boat uﬁ 53all Alal g4 u"“ (i

becomes unseaworthy and can't | Sl clla i Uiy 18 C—M‘ Aflg
sail any further. ey Ao 1538 aey aly




17. Then the storm subsides and a Ado, UL g dbalal) Jags a3 17
large ship picks us all up. Now we are @4\1 lasaa uﬂ OY) e B s

all boat people. We come to rest in
the big ship. We have lost our boat, 3 ) Ao (2 pdked) a3 ) g8

but we have saved our lives. Jesus has Lila, LS LSt g Uy 18 Liash xat
saved us! Thank you! He was and is BIBYRN UIS A8 1) TUARS £ g
there: in everyday life, iIn happiness, ug Bl B ‘MJJ\ slall uﬁ 1A

for the suffering of others. He
encourages me to tackle challenges “’M‘ e (pAY) Blila

and | can lean on Him when | am Ao el Aiay g Claalll 4-6AU-4

sad. Jesus makes me stand up for 281l laas L Coaldl adl Ladie
others who are under attack, and He A 9;@;\. O 2l Cudll o AYY o

saves In the great storm. He is there - Al dadaall Adalall ua *4&5

Invisible and real. Today and . . ; A :
tomorrow, with you and with me. S Nﬁ“ (2D (SR iy

Amen! .C&A‘ 3‘;;,45 ‘;g,q
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