Matthew 28

18. Then Jesus came to them. He

said, ‘All authority in heaven and é 6_3» )L,\, ("’:‘K’ @d ‘.35:’:9 18

on earth has been given to me.

19. So you must go and make ‘U‘Jﬂ J‘J APl éou-“ C.K

, W

disciples of all nations. Baptise y{ \ 2 | 2h50.1
them In the name of the Father "P 3 V‘ t?. J rh 1 2

and of the Son and of the Holy u»ﬁﬂ J)ﬂj u,
Spirit.
20. Teach them to obey everything
| have commanded you. And you

can be sure that | am always with
you, to the very end.’




John 8

12. Jesus spoke to the
people again. He said,
‘I am the light of the

world. Anyone who
follows me will never
walk In darkness. They
will have that light.
They will have life.’




1. Kian was given a verse from Genesis 28 as
his baptismal verse. God says: “Behold, | am
with you and will keep you wherever you go.”
(Genesis 28:15a) | have therefore chosen
Genesis 28 as the reading with pantomime and
basis for the sermon. Others refer to this first
book of the Old Testament as Genesis. What is

It about?
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2. Jacob and Esau are twin brothers, sons of Ll ‘Owﬂ Ol gune g gann-2
Isaac and Rebekah. Esau was born slightly (Jalty o gimy (B gune Ay 483 4 gla)
earlier than Jacob and is therefore the firstoorn. | (Blaw) OIS Ladie | SGl) W) ge8 U
When Isaac is about to die, he wants to pass on | ¢ )Sall 4kl =iay SE BTN RERPR
God blessing to his firstborn son Esau. But 5 X ST O g8y S P 4S8 g1 ¢ g
Jacob disguises himself as Esau and thus Al pe AS ) O giay JU 138 g ¢ guue
receives the blessing from his father Isaac. His | (e 1305 Giad gune 5 Al cucae | (Bla
brother Esau is very angry and wants to kill Shacal @Al Cgtay J8 ) g el 12a

Jacob. Jacob is therefore forced to flee from Y O I | [ WON ISP I (I U P

Israel to his mother relatives in Mesopotamia, Ayl (ol G e 2D 8 4asall g
in what is now Iraqg. Ul




1Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed A8 55 Cossy AL ledd

5

him, and commanded him. And he - 24 i
said to him, “You shall not take a 4;5) FERK ‘j» duﬁ °L""J‘J

wife of the daughters of Canaan. u‘lﬂ uJ‘ uﬁ)i‘ 352 u\.:uS LJA-\ U'“
2Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the JA; GJA\ @\ d-UjJJ L_m uj‘ ‘\"J‘

house of Bethuel your mother’s uu U““ 3l U““ 4; 3 ) { } 9:5
father. And take a wife from there of

the daughters of Laban your 9459]‘ ’333\53 d‘“‘ L:A‘ U\-‘y
mother’s brother. 3 )453 59 )7 J.AJ.A gﬂmﬁ A y cdS J\ﬁ

}//

3And may God Almighty bless you, - 9,. (K (e ‘J 5 A SS 19
and make you fruitful, and multiply

you, so that you may be a multitude
of people.




4And may He give you the
blessing of Abraham, to you
and to your seed with you, so
that you may inherit the land
1in which you are a stranger,
which God gave to Abraham.”

550 Isaac sent Jacob away.
And he went to Padan Aram,
to Laban, son of Bethuel the
Syrian, the brother of

Rebekah, the mother of Jacob
and Esau.
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10And Jacob went out from
Beersheba and went toward
Haran.

11And he came upon a certain
place, and stayed there all night
because the sun had set. And he
took one of the stones of that
place and placed i1t at his head.
And he lay down 1n that place to
sleep.

12And he dreamed. And behold,

a ladder was set up on the
earth, and the top of it reached
to heaven! And behold, the
angels of God were ascending
and descending on 1it!
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13And behold, the Lord stood above it, oy an PP

and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Uly Qs dgale el s “.4)5‘ 12354313
Abraham your father, and the God of . ) ) L
Isaac. The land on which you lie I will | ‘i) | Glal) 4d) 5 Sl A ) al) &H)
give to you and to your seed. S

14And your seed shall be like the dust Al ke | lale é;.b..ai &) G.\JT
of the earth, and you shall spread i
abroad to the west and to the east and N 3 St

to the north and to the south. And in ‘o ¥ IS8 O

you and 1n your seed shall all the

families of the earth be blessed.

15And, behold, I am with you, and will
keep you 1n every place where you go,

and will bring you again into this land, R S SEY I S S 3
for I will not leave you until I have L_Q\ Eal s «aadi LA dllaaal y s Ul

done that which I have spoken of to U e e
you” G el s Y Y cm T o
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16And Jacob awoke from his sleep, | ¢, &  -wa. . oz o s A, F.aeze 73
and said, “Surely the Lord is in this | &} 3 195 483 G s 2eiis16
place, and I did not know 1t.” « ?k‘\ ?J \jj O@‘\’ %5 o jj‘\’
17And he was afraid and said, “How L . -

fearful is this place! This is nothing | & IH&All 1aa G ) Ly Qe Gl 17
but the house of God, and this 1s the o ) L
gate of Heaven!” el L 1A 5 ] Sun V) 12a

1850 Jacob rose up early in the U A P R (T W et <
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morning, and took the stone which ’ I = @ s 320518

he had put at his head, and set 1t as (3 ghe ﬁu\jj ) 5 A5 dese LSﬁT
a memorial pillar, and poured oil T =
upon the top of it. S0 éj_[\' 23319 4wl L;; 5 Caias
19And he called the name of that Cx L . L o
place The House of God. But the ¥ 5l Auaall éw‘ gélj ‘«dﬁl L)) Q\Sﬂ‘
name of that city was Luz at first. S
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Sermon 7 September 2025 on Genesis 28:1-5, 10-19 19-10 <5-1 :28 ¢n il Jiu (e 7.9.25 b Alie

Dear congregation, I cLaly) 5 6al

1. As a young theology student in Berlin, | Cuad ool 8 ald GalY QeSS 1
attend an evening discussion with the Ll maall 4205 45 ) ea Al
Protestant Student Fellowship. Professor ) gt g pall gab L’j o ) e ddall

Helmut Gollwitzer is supposed to come and day ) Lae dhastyy ) yhal ga O galia
talk to us. He is a highly respected, kind R (2 9355 Aladl a yiaa Cpua
elderly man. During the Nazi era, Helmut s Baud ) yial g Ggabia GIS o 5l
Gollwitzer was a pastor in Berlin, and after @mi AUl dalladl o jaldl 2y g ¢l
World War 11, a professor. He witnessed how 6 itk 6 LJJ; eSS yale sl ‘J\A-w‘
million Jews were murdered under the Nazis. SO b e 53 560




2. Together with others, he
spent the years after
reflecting anew from the Bible s el QUK  glata fpe 2aa
on how we Christians should )

view Jews. God says to Jacob: 3 sl () Gl s Hlan Cas

"I am the Lord, the God of s v R
’ | GI" - | L1 gl
your father Abraham and the =3 sl Al gy b sl

e i ) Dy S8 (o AT a2

God of Isaac. The land on Sy GBlal A5 Slyl 2l ) Al
which you lie, I will give to - L

[} i °F- Y o, < % .~&
you and your descendants." A gkl Lole dahalng &) Al

(Genesis 28:13b) (1 3 28 UJJSA\) " SlAL




3. In 1948, the State of Israel 1s | ._ Al sl A g sl <1948 e 4.3
founded - on the land that God . ; o
promised to Abraham and then o el ol Ll 20 5 (Al G Y] (e

also to Jacob. The old professor Heaadl s gyl JB layl o giay

Helmut says: the State of Israel | . . o )
: : : Auial) a yY) 3 ) A g3 1
1n the Holy Land 1s a sign that oY) (8 d s Al 5d 1 salia

God remains faithful to His sl Uial 3L ) o e dadle

chosen people, Israel, even A L agl i o bR S
Ao (¢ = )
today. What the old Professor )

Helmut said over 40 years ago, I| <© A2 Gisalia §gnall ) s g il
still beheve todgy. Israel 1s and Aol ) Kal] a sl 4 (he S Ul e 40
remains a speclal people 1n

God’s eyes and also belongs in
the Holy Land. Asadiall )Y ) el i
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4. But today, 1n the year 2025,

I say this with pain and
sorrow 1n my heart. The
government of the State of
Israel 1s currently in the
process of completely
conquering the Gaza Strip.
Tens of thousands of
Palestinians have already
been killed in the Gaza War
following the Hamas terror.
Many Palestinians, including
children and women, are
starving.
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5. Experts say: the Israeli
government 1s committing a
crime against humanity. Isaac
says to his son Jacob: "You
shall possess the land 1n
which you now live as a
foreigner." (Genesis 28:4b)
Does this mean that the entire
biblical land of Israel belongs
only to the Israelis and that
Palestinians have no place
there and can be driven out?
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6. This 1s, indeed, what the TR BRI . .y (o
right-wing extremist parties in b el Sl al i L 1o 6

Israel, who sit in the fasSall 8 s ) o Jl oyl
government, say, and they also : : c

claim it’s supported by the Lyl ediall QU ) @lly 8 attad
Bible. Back then, on the evening . e
with Professor Helmut, a young po Ayl Qi 8 o gl Gl b

student protested against the . L :
election of Israel. “It can’t be,” e Gl lls ial (D galia ) gl

says the young man, “that with ol N L TE L
the election of Israel, God 1s O 08 " el JB ) ] i
favoring this people over all i B U8 e Jo) el L) o oS
others, and that Israel, from ; ] .

God’s perspective, is allowed to | Ol (p AY) ares (Ao ) 138 Jaiiad
rule over other peoples like the

Palestinians!”’ e 28T o) Ll 3 Q) J8 pe Jai) )
"l Gpndauddll Jle s Al Csed




7. Professor Helmut responds:

Yes, God has chosen the

people of Israel. But to be
chosen by God does not mean
having privileges or the right
to rule over others. Being
chosen means being called by
God for a task. For the State
of Israel, this means: to take
responsibility, including for a
dignified coexistence with the
Palestinians.
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8. In our Bible passage, which | | - < (. & o S s 6 8
we acted out as a pantomime, " = -

God not only promises Jacob Ob Jagd O giay i) 2my Y Caalia

to give his descendants the L L ;
land of Israel. God also gives Wl b aledl ) pu) ()l am

Jacob a personal blessing. We A8l oda el Liad s (o gianl 4S5,

also spoke this blessing over
little Kian as his baptismal pall Jadall 48 e Loyl lalile | o8
verse: “Behold, I am with you
and will keep you wherever

you go.” (Genesis 28:15a) 128 ¢ sSll) "Ca Lkia el
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9. This 1s a wonderful
verse for a child who has
almost his entire life
ahead of him. You, the
parents, baptismal
wiltnesses, grandparents,
sisters, and others 1n the
family will surely do your
part to ensure that Kian
has a good start in life.
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10. But how Kian will fare at 20, | O&S dla O sSew asS (81 10

40, 60, or 80, and what the world O ‘u—"d)y‘ (Cppiad) 8
‘-JJSJ TP U.A u;;\_m]\

Kian’s baptismal verse, God’s ‘\ﬁij—“’-ﬂ A_L,r_ u\% d“ ugj

around him will look like, no one

of us knows. Yet, we trust that

promise to Jacob and to him, will Al g o gaaal i) ac ‘J—‘S
remain true for him throughout his | " :asl d\jL (9&:44)
life: “Behold, | am with you and " &k PRAEN dbh\ Sz Ul

will keep you wherever you go.”




11. As the Kreuzkirche, we are a UM ¢ .‘ M—‘SS 11

Cro 2=l 4nl) _ali (A aaiaa
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because of war or religious persecution, ‘ al] ‘ Al 553 Y

who have taken an uncertain refugee route, u—°‘ )‘fu 3 A (3 J-L:

b peal ) ) g o) (o slslaa s
homeland. This word of God to Jacob Is Ag\ (e AL RN Lg;j\ U-LUM

also God’s word for you, refugee YA L.aA\ M\A T ujs.suj

Christians: “Behold, I am with you and j-\a)d\ M\ \.@J ‘:SJ
- - n
will keep you wherever you go.” LAJJA JLS;\ Slaz \A‘ \A

" ﬁ ~ h

congregation that includes many refugees.

People who have fled their homeland

and who are now trying to settle in a new




12. God watches over you and stands by Q‘ 8, = 9 es-w D al 12

your side in the many challenges that )MSJ‘ Sl yuaj\ @ eS-\J\A
L)‘" um)\S o\_\ajb A.L:.u).d\
Je i, \A\A; RN u\

come with life as a refugee. “I will keep

you.” Sometimes people who

experience suffering themselves or S ?@“‘m‘ \"Q’ Uﬁ\-’d uA\Aw‘

0 2 A1 ol gl 1 9

S 3 Waagd Ul 5 o) e

?L_ﬁj

witness the suffering of others ask:
Does this really mean that God keeps
and protects all people, including me, at

all times?




13. I believe: that God protects us is
based on something higher. Jacob is
chosen by God to become the father of
the people of Israel. As the chosen one,
he is protected by God. Kian Is baptized
In the name of the Father, the Son, and

the Holy Spirit, and is forever

connected to God. As a baptized person,

God will protect Kian.
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14. And you refugee Christians, you

belong to Jesus. With Jesus, you are

Indestructible, and as Christians, God
protects you in your earthly life.
Because God binds Himself in a special
way to Jacob and the people of Israel,
and to the baptized Christians, He also

protects us.
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15. But to be protected doesn’t mean
that life will always be easy, and that
God will clear all obstacles from our
path before they can even arise. Our
lives are full of tasks and challenges
that God places before us. But He does
not leave us alone in them; He helps us

through them and protects us.
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16. In times when we seem to receive
little of God’s protection and blessing,
or when it seems like He has completely
withdrawn, we are allowed to fight for
His help in prayer. And we can hold on
to this: | am chosen. | am baptized. |

belong to Jesus. God will protect me,

even If | don’t feel it right now.
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17. "Behold, I am with you and will
keep you wherever you go." This
sentence Is especially true for those

who, as the chosen people and as

Christians, are firmly anchored in God.

But God also cares for all people, His
Image-bearers and special creations:
"Behold, I am with you and will keep

you wherever you go."
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18. What did the old Professor Helmut
say? To be chosen means to be called by
God for a task, to take responsibility for
others. To be chosen, to be baptized, to
be a Christian does not mean having
privileges and advantages over others or

demanding special rights.
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19. To be chosen, to be baptized, to be a UJSJ S BEECREPL CJ‘ 19
Christian is something wonderful, ‘;c:"‘“ 9 Laa 655 u‘ () laza
Yc).@_QAYM\JSb;AchJU

no one can take away. But it also means: u\ L‘u\ RS ugj UY\

to be called, to be blessed, but also to be u\ \_,AJ\ uﬁ; “JJu u\ ‘u_gm

giving us an indestructible dignity that

a blessing to others, to be protected, but Jada’ u\ cuU;)d 45)4 T

also to be there for others - children, the ‘JPJ*“ UJSJ u‘ \-*“4‘ Qj\-‘s uﬁj
HLS cd\s.L:Y\ cUAJ;Y\ d;\ B

elderly, and those in need - as an adult.




20. Not only Jacob, but also Kian and
all of us are chosen, loved, baptized,
connected to Jesus, and therefore
Indestructible. And so we are protected
and blessed, and we can and may also
be a blessing to others, in our family

and far beyond.

Amen.
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