1. The theme of this Sunday 1s the
Word of God - the word that God
speaks through missionaries,
preachers, and people who share
their faith with others; the word
that those who come to faith
receive 1n their hearts. How the
Word of God works, we will hear
later in a parable told by Jesus.
Farzin will explain 1t in the
sermon 1n Farsi. We also hear how

the Word of God works 1n the
pantomime from Acts 16.
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2. The Holy Spirit speaks to ala b sy ) el 550 IS5 2

Paul 1n a dream and calls him to
cross the border into Europe ) Ll 3 s affayy jelathy o i bl
with his mission and to travel to

Macedonia, in what 1s today Jladi (8 4 gSa ) 8l Ols b

northern Greece. There, Paul . , : g
proclaims the message of Jesus, Al s Gl lia i G54l

the Savior of all people, to s elal ¢ i) asea o & yuu
women who are not Jewish but

who believe in the God of Israel. | JS&uy . J) ) 4l Crap Gt laa s
Lydia in particular, who earns . . o
her living through the trade of | 1850« QS Al o e palas
fabrics, comes to faith in Jesus

and 1s baptized along with her

entire household.




3. In this way, the history of b A gesall s Jle all U o 1358 3
Christianity in Europe begins

2,000 years ago. The first B Cam A glad) Jsly Ll
Christian living in Europe 1s a ; o e 2 ;
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confident woman who is the | & 083 <y asily 8l el <ilS L
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international women’s group,

which will meet again next @all & oY) Iarne aainin (Al il

week, bears her name, Lydia. | .0 i <yl waall - ;
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Lydia 1s not a native e . ;
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comes from Asia Minor. 6yl Ll




9And a vision appeared to Paul ays o o“\' s G4 b A et
during the night. A certain man of d25 d“ﬂ & FI90 O sl S eas9

Macedonia was standing, beseeching | = | i2fy «(J 4015 43 Sty HIER PRI
him and saying, “Come over to e T T T
Macedonia and help us.” «llel g 4—‘4)354

10And after he had seen the vision,

we immediately sought to go into ij u\ \/'*T*KL - ‘Uﬂ U})ﬁ st 510
Macedonia, concluding that the Lord o ed s ayt 5T o ut_a, Ga. a3
had called us to preach the gospel to Lled 38 QA ) (useata A 92S4 L:J‘
them. .
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12And from there we went to
Philippi, which 1s the primary
city in that part of
Macedonia,and a colony. And
we stayed 1n this city for a
number of days.

13Then on the day of the
weeks we went outside the
city by a river, where 1t was
customary for prayer to be
made; and after sitting down,
we spoke to the women who
were gathered together there.
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14And a certain woman who P I PR
worshiped God was listening; Al Lgail 6l Hal dand ailka14
she was named Lydia and was a
seller of purple from the city of
Thyatira; whose heart the Lord | ... .. 5 .. 2, % ¢ sy . css
opened to receive the things OB L ) (aiatl Ll Q) e e

spoken by Paul. f)ﬂjjj X j;
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household were baptlzed she
besought us, saying, “If you
have judged me to be faithful to S o, W lez. em A%k o Atz
the Lord, come to my house and Aaka (I ASA 38 208 Gy Al
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26Then He said, “The kingdom of
God 1s likened to this: It is as if a
man should cast seed upon the earth,

27And should sleep and rise night
and day, and the seed should sprout
and grow, but he does not know how.

28For the earth brings forth fruit of
1tself, first a blade, then a head, then
full grain 1n the head.

29And when the grain is mature,
immediately he puts in the sickle, for
the harvest has come.”

G S8 a0 & &Kle 1 Ray 106526
a5t AD327 (o iVT e Al b
Y 3h 3 shlg adly AT o oles S
6 e Ga G 3T (428 i g

o oo LA & L £ B Y La
w5l ¢l @53 e 529 JEL

K an A8 aall &Y Jaldl Jas




Sermon for 8 February 2026 at the Kreuzkirche
Bremerhaven by Farzin Eslamdoust on Mark 4:26-29

Dear congregation,

1. Today I have chosen the sermon text from Mark
4:26-29. In these verses, Jesus teaches us, through

a short yet profound example, how one can reach

the new world of God. But first I would like to ask:

what does the “new world of God” mean? Does it
exist somewhere in heaven? Is it like paradise, full
of beautiful trees and rivers? Does the “new world
of God” mean eternal life? Or should we look for
this new world of God somewhere else? But

where?
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2. We all know that we human 5
beings are born on this earth -
according to God’s will and must . . o
return to Him again after a e eda e Lial 5 L) Gepes alad
relatively short time 1n order to . . el
experience eternal life. Perhaps L juald (e )z g odl) ddndie oy
you have heard this: when we a C - .
humans were fetuses in the O plmans Loy 4021 slaadl JUal 4] 3 g
womb, what happened around N — .
us at that time - such as stress, Loy il a4l as ) (A i 58 5 Gl

the mother’s nutrition, and the . ey G 5w
music she listened to - had an s e 5 ¥ yish 4 daag

influence on our lives after IR ST IR
birth. These prenatal influences S8 G e L e sall

have direct effects on our lives KoY ) s st
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3. From this I conclude that 3
our life on earth after birth '
can also influence our eternal | .., o N Lo Uilla 4 aviviad U
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life after death. This insight o L
has been claimed in different 2y py) Wiba 8 Wyl 55 3aY
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especlally 1n religions 1n
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role. but in ristianity, we ) P S
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or Judaism. Our faith in Jesus Ayl 8 LS L) il all culs
and following Him 1s the most

important thing that brings 5a 4clil 5 & san Glal) o Ao sedll
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us back to God.
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4. But what are we supposed

to do 1n our short lives according

to Jesus’ parable? What are the
seeds that we should plant or
sow? How long should we wait
to see the effects of our actions?
In recent years, I have been
proud to be able to accompany
Pastor Weber as an interpreter
during meetings and
conversations with other
Christians and to listen to their
views on the Christian faith.
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5. In these conversations,
one question was always
especially interesting to me:
What do you like most about
the Christian faith? The
answers my friends gave to
this question motivated me,
while writing and preparing
this sermon, to think of them
and to use them as the seeds
of my life.
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6. Some people said that 6
God’s love and mercy are the '
most important things for them ; (RPN PR B
in Christianity. Thus, the first  Dnmall (8 Lo ol O] pgans
.se‘e‘d that I can plant in my hife | a3 )3 Jl ol GlAl adas ;g ) dina
1s “love”. When we love others - ) )

including animals and the (AY) ad ladie gdasaly Sha
nature around us - the time will
come when we can clearly feel

the effects of this love. We Lnall ol Ly 4 e (g2l gl
should also love ourselves, ' S i

because we are children of God. | WY Ll s o)) ayl Lide § = suia s

Love and mercy make us happy, - . i L
and this 1s the beginning of o )aan Liidant daa Hll g Ll ) oLl

(God’s new world.
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7. Perhaps 1t takes a long time
before we can see or notice the
effects of love. Sometimes it may
also happen that our expectations
are not fulfilled. But my friends, it
1s not intended that all our seeds
will grow - only those that are
planned according to God’s will for
us. Just one seed 1s enough for us to
reap a hundredfold or a
thousandfold harvest in the future.
Therefore, please do not love others
only for yourselves, in order to
receive something in return, but for
God’s glory, and simply leave
everything in God’s hands.
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8. Many answered the question
about what 1s most important in the
Christian faith by saying that
Christianity means salvation from
guilt and new life for them. My
second seed could be described 1n
this way as well. This means that
God has saved me, and every day
should be a new beginning for me.
We should try to keep developing
ourselves. We do not know how long
1t will take for our potential to come
to light. But the hope that, with the
help of God’s power, I can be saved
from physical and spiritual sins
makes me stronger.
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9. Because God has saved me
through Jesus and given me a new
life, I see myself as obligated to
tell others about Jesus. Everyone
has the right to decide for
themselves about a life with God.
Who knows when or how this good
news will reach people’s hearts?
Just like a small seed 1n the earth,
which God watches over and
allows to grow at the right time. 1
have often heard that someone
heard something about Jesus a
long time ago and from someone
else. But finally the moment
comes when the make the
decision to become a Christian.

9

a (oA e sh el (b ela )

558 il Aadill g Al Waal

BENISIE NPy NOVESTI I ATEEN
Gall ) JSB & g e 0 A Y

A g sl B OIS ) Ay )58 ¢




10. I have also often heard from others
that the freedom and inner peace they
receive through Christianity particularly
appeal to them. This could be called the third
seed. When I have many difficulties in my
life, but can still speak to God at any time
and anywhere in my native language and
complain to Him about so many problems in
the world, then peace comes into my heart.
This peace comes into my heart because I
believe that God loves us all like His

children and has the best plan for our lives.
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11.  But we also experience
disappointments, because we are human.
Perhaps you also know people who are no
longer interested in coming to church or
who have lost their faith. But I am of the

opinion that this phase is also planned by

God - just like a seed in which no visible

change occurs throughout the entire winter,

and many think 1t 1s dead and will never
appear again. But suddenly, in spring and
after a gentle rain, God’s miracles will be

revealed to us.
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12. You may have experienced such phases
yourselves, especially when something
happened against your wishes or when you
think your prayers have not been answered.
Many Iranians have been fighting for their
freedom against the dictatorial regime of the
mullahs for several years. As a result, many
are disappointed and no longer pray, because
no change has yet occurred and many people
continue to be killed by this regime. But I am
sure that this small seed of freedom will one
day explode, and thousands of “grains” of

freedom will emerge.
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13.  Some say that the Christian God 1s
something special compared to other gods.
He became human like us in order to serve
us, and His most precious service was to
take upon Himself our sins and be killed
for us. For this reason, I call the fourth seed
“service”. As Christians, we do not serve in
order to please other people, but out of
gratitude toward God. God Himself has
given us this gift of service, so that we can

serve others and praise the name of Jesus.
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14.  Forgiveness 1s what I have often . 1 4

heard from others as the most important ¢ d}‘ JAJ‘ Y-S (__LAJ PP L J )
aspect of the Christian faith. God has 654\49 ) 4_9-9344 P \-AJJ-C dald

forgiven us; therefore, we should forgive ?J ?SJ ‘JLA U‘ UJJM J‘
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be forgiveness. But for many people,
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including myself, 1t 1s not so easy to
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forgive others. Human nature does not 4 );J\ 2 g m U‘ “9, RN
allow us to easily forget the bad behavior LSL,J 9 s 15 gt M XYY

of others that causes us pain; often jealousy ® )AAS \ JLAJ

and thoughts of revenge arise within us.



15. But we have just spoken about love,
inner peace, service, and freedom. They help
us to reach the new world of God. Jealousy
and revenge, however, are like poison in our
souls. We should first forgive ourselves and
accept that, as human beings, we will always
be capable of making mistakes. These
mistakes must not remain like chains on our

hands and feet, because they slow down our

growth. With the help of our faith, we must

eliminate these negative thoughts and keep our

souls free from them.
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16. I personally find verse 27 very
beautiful. Jesus says: “We do not know
how these seeds grow. They grow by

themselves, day and night.” This means

that we can never control everything,

and God Himself plans everything for
our good. We must have patience and

trust in God.
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17.  What I have gathered today and
called seeds are only my thoughts and
experiences. Of course, there are many
other things that you may have thought of
as well. I pray to God that, as always, He
will support us on this path through His
Holy Spirit and thus give us patience,
strength, and understanding, so that we
may accept His decisions and walk good
paths of faith until the time for the harvest

COIMCS.

Amen!
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