17.As He was leaving on His
journey, a man ran up and knelt
before Him and asked Him, “Good
Teacher [You who are essentially
good and morally perfect], what
shall 1 do to inherit eternal life [that
IS, eternal salvation in the Messiah’s
kingdom]?”

18.Jesus said to him, “Why do you
call Me good? No one Is [essentially]
good [by nature] except God alone.

19.You know the commandments:
‘Do not murder, Do not commit
adultery, Do not steal, Do not testify
falsely, Do not defraud, Honor your
father and mother.” ”
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20.And he replied to Him, “Teacher, |
have [carefully] kept all these
[commandments] since my youth.”

21.Looking at him, Jesus felt a love (high
regard, compassion) for him, and He
said to him, “You lack one thing: go and
sell all your property and give [the
money] to the poor, and you will have
[abundant] treasure in heaven; and
come, follow Me [becoming My disciple,
believing and trusting in Me and walking
the same path of life that | walk].”

22.But the man was saddened at Jesus’
words, and he left grieving, because he
owned much property and had many
possessions [which he treasured more
than his relationship with God].
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23.Jesus looked around and said to His
disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who
are wealthy [and cling to possessions and status
as security] to enter the kingdom of God!”

24.The disciples were amazed and bewildered
by His words. But Jesus said to them again,
“Children, how difficult it is [for those who
place their hope and confidence in riches] to
enter the kingdom of God!

25.1t Is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for a rich man [who places his
faith in wealth or status] to enter the kingdom
of God.”

26.They were completely and utterly
astonished, and said to Him, “Then who can be
saved [from the wrath of God]?”

27.Looking at them, Jesus said, “With people
[as far as it depends on them] it is impossible,
but not with God; for all things are possible
with God.”
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Sermon for 8 October 2023, Lector Stoffers,

Exodus 20,1-17

Dear congregation,

1. If we want to know where we stand
with a contemporary, a fellow human
being, per-haps the first question will be:
what does he or she speak, what does he
or she say. Cer-tainly, it is also interesting
what he or she thinks, what opinion he or
she holds. But what is decisive for the
meaning that a person has for us is: What
does this person do? And we know: What
we do for each other and how we are
there for each other is what makes up the
experience we have with each other. And
this experience is crucial for the relation-
ship that can develop between us and this
person!
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2. What God might look like, in DAL G (an A g8 184 A 2
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3. Here are all the words God spoke. He
said, ‘I am the LORD your God. | brought
you out of Egypt. That is the land where
you were slaves. ‘Do not put any other gods
In place of me. ‘Do not make for yourself
statues of gods that look like anything in the
sky. They may not look like anything on the
earth or in the waters either. Do not bow
down to them or worship them. I, the
LORD your God, am a jealous God. | cause
the sins of the parents to affect their
children. I will cause the sins of those who
hate me to affect even their grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. But for all time
to come | show love to all those who love me
and keep my commandments. ‘Do not
misuse the name of the LORD your God.
The LORD will find guilty anyone who
misuses his name.
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4. ‘Do not misuse the name of the LORD

your God. The LORD will find guilty
anyone who misuses his

name. ‘Remember to keep the Sabbath
day holy. Do all your work in six

days. But the seventh day is a sabbath
to honour the LORD your God. Do not
do any work on that day. The same
command applies to your sons and
daughters, your male and female
servants, and your animals. It also
applies to any outsiders who live in your
towns. In six days the LORD made the
heavens, the earth, the sea and
everything in them. But he rested on the
seventh day. So the LORD blessed the
Sabbath day and made it holy.
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5. ‘Honour your father and
mother. Then you will live a
long time In the land the
LORD your God is giving
you. ‘Do not murder. ‘Do not
commit adultery. ‘Do not
steal. ‘Do not be a false

witness against your
neighbour. ‘Do not want to
have anything your neighbour
owns. Do not want to have
your neighbour’s house, wife,
male or female servant, ox or
donkey.’
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6. It Is Immediately noticeable:
God does not introduce Himself
with His name. No, He shows His
nature in what He has done for His
people. This is His business card
that He gives to us. It says: We
belong together. | have set you free
and | show you the way! | have
snatched you out of bondage, out
of historical slavery. And now |
stand beside you on your way Into
the future and help you. On this
business card, there are no
bombastic titles of dominion or
mysterious attributes of God.
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7. No, God introduces Himself with a
strange name. It is actually not a
name, but a simple Hebrew verb
form: ""Yahweh''! And this verb form
means: "'l am the one who is" or "'l
am one for you'' or more clearly "I
am there for you''! God shows His
being, His image in what He does.
God creates facts, carries His people
Into a new open space. God leads into
the future; and nothing else He
reveals of Himself than only what He
wants and where His goal is: freedom,
a common way, a future which can be
formed together, the experiences
connected with i1t and a goal.
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8. And now - In perhaps the most
famous verses of the Bible - exactly
these experiences that people have had
with God are formulated. What is true
between humans and God should also
be true among human beings. Freedoms
that we need. Rules of the game for a
future that we will only achieve
together. Experiences that make people
grow with each other and connect them
for every common path. And there they
are: the ten great free-doms. Rules of
the game of a nameless God who wants
one thing with us: to seek free-dom with
us, to take a path with us under our feet
and finally to find a future that lies be-
fore us like an open, promised land!
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9. Our word comes straight to the
point. First things first: | am the
Lord your God, you shall have no
other gods beside me! Martin Luther,

de-clares this commandment to be
the main commandment in his Large
Catechism. Whoev-er keeps this one,
all others are only a kind of
Instruction manual for him. Luther
argues as follows: If you, human,
know who your right God Is, then
you will always do what is right. For
God Is one who liberates, leads to
truth, loves humans and shows the
way.

the founder of the Protestant Church,

| (A lba Jal ’LAAAAMA:" La dﬁ 9

O S calend Ladi (5133 2 g O 1Y g

O e Tedila a5 (5 Kga llad

) (i g g (sluanlS AL, ¢ 3 of
QLS o Ll (a2 ) g 4 ) Gla g
S R 51 a8 ade) 4 &) anllad
badd (5 500 Jap R S g K3l 4y 4S
Sl Jard) ) gid slaid] ) ApliS £ o SO
(Ot (g ¢ g8 80 sa S YN s A g
Aduan o) (CuwS ¢ Ga (o)A 4K PEIAY
A1 A A alad) Gl a2 AS )y A
@cdﬁx&,\wuﬁuJ‘\SM\wS\di\ﬁj

.,0'0'

&MJJ‘J?JJA‘JJSM%‘&H&#A&JM

SR e QLA el y 908 A




10. But above all, God is love, which

he holds out to humankind in Jesus
Christ, in His incarnation. Love
and do what you want, says the
church father Augustin. And
Luther explains further: What does
It mean to have a God? Wherever
you set your heart, that Is your
God! And again it is about
relationships. What do you live for?
What is most im-portant to you?
What must not be missing under
any circumstances? Is it about
money? Or Is power the object of
your desire? Is your image the most
Important thing to you?
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11. Then, says Luther, I can tell you who
your God is: money, greed, image and
power! Then you have a god. An idol, to
be sure, but something you have lost
your heart to. On the other hand, you
can hang your heart on the God to
whom your life has a relationship with
respect and love. A relationship of
freedom. A relationship that relies on
trust and seeks love. A relationship that
can find and give comfort. A
relationship with God that al-lows love
and justice to apply to all the future Iin
the relationship with humans. This is the
right God for your heart. Whoever
carries this God In his heart, also gives
his heart blood to other people!
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12. Thus, the next nine
commandments are actually
concretions. They name areas of ex-
perience where humans come into
conflict with other humans. You
shall not make unto you any graven
Image. If | make an image of God
of anything that exists in the world,
then God Is no longer God, but a
piece of matter. A thing made of
anything we find on earth. Metal or
cult or a powerful animal, an
Incomprehensible natural
phenomenon. Then | ma-terialize
God, make a piece of world out of
Him.
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13. But God does not allow (Sl ) ead )y 1A L) 13
Himself to be represented. No, )9 ol dy Sl Gl cdd L2 S
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14. In those days, the name of God
was used In swearing. There, the
name of God was mentioned to
affirm one's innocence. Or also to
claim a relationship with God in his
name and to do something in his
name. To pronounce a blessing or a
curse! And woe to him who
mendaciously hides his own
purposes and intentions behind the
name of God. Woe to him who
declares a war and takes God as
legitimation for it! We know this
until today, when ""holy wars""
against ""the bad ones'" and the like
are called.
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15. The Sabbath commandment again
refers to the relationships in which we live.
Do we live only around the sphere of work,
profit, possessions and prestige? We
experience mil-lions of times that work and
workload make people and relationships ill
or even destroy them. In addition, there are
people who put their relationships at risk in
order to get money and goods as quickly as
possible. It is therefore imperative that
there iIs room for freedom, leisure and
tranquility with each other and for oneself.
Everyone is meant. Even slaves and animals
should rest. With the commandment of
Sabbath rest, God honors the time for
attention and care of people for each other.
We know the actuality of this. The
command-ment to rest is a declared goal of
our modern labor and social legislation.
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16. The topicality of the parental
commandment iIs equally obvious. If |
treat my parents decently into old
age, my children will observe this
closely. And they will take this good
example to heart, if only for their
own sake, and will also treat me well
until the end of my life. So, it will be
well with me, and | will live long on
earth. In our times, we call this the
In-tergenerational contract. And for
the sake of the humanity of our
society, we would be well advised to
take good care of this contract! God's
commandment can be this timely and
po-litically topical.
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17. Very briefly and aida b g g A 17
undiscussable the next three J L Lad s L) JoB e
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18. We Kill when we believe J padid joglai 434S dla ), 18
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20. This protection has become Su9ra s Ladaala o Culaa 0l 20
superfluous in our society. Women are B 4 1 oS 1 adia prda jd QM) ol 004
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21. Justice Is the value concept
most often mentioned In the
Old Testament. It i1s almost
exclusively concerned with the
fair and responsible
participation of all people In
the common resources and

goods that each person needs
to live. The goal Is economic
peace of a soclety. The Bible
calls this peace shalom, which
IS also a spiritual peace. Only
an economically just peace Is
the peace of God.
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22. The fact that a few live at Ay S 028 AS il g o) 22
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23. It does not need to be
emphasized that truth
needs protection and lies
can hurt and kill. Especially
In a society In which
manifold media produce a
collective permanent stress
for various reasons, which
have nothing to do with
finding the truth, the search
for truth has become a real
art.
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24. The 8th commandment: ""You
shall not bear false witness"
comes from the court prac-tice of
the Old Testament times, where a
false statement could well mean a
death sentence for the person
concerned. The commandment
also confronts us again and again
In our everyday life with the
guestion: Do | speak about my
neighbor with humor, love and In
view of my own weaknesses? Or
do | want to make my fellow
human being small at my expense
so that | look big?
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25. The last commandments are not
only about coveting and wanting.
Both commandments actually
belong to the field of experience of
the 7th commandment. You shall
not steal. By "‘coveting"' Is meant
an action that is deliberately aimed
at planning and carrying out an act
In which a person seizes the
property of his neighbor. This can
also be officially legal. A large
landowner drives a poor farmer
Into debt slavery in order to then
completely legally appropriate his
grounds.
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26. Even In ancient Israel, it was
known that such actions
endangered social peace and thus
threatened the very existence of a
state. In view of the globally
organized land grabs of our time,
for example to clear the primeval
forest in order to gain arable
land, these two commandments
Illuminate a highly explosive
problem whose topicality jumps
out at us: large corporations are
destroying the small ones.
Unfortunately, this is a classic In
economic policy.
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27. One more thing! The
Image we have of God Is
expressed in the
relationships. The
relationship of humans to
God Is thus attuned to the
relationships of humans
among themselves. The
commandments are like
tuning forks that let us find
the right tone for the love of
God. A love that lives from
the fact that we seek justice.
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28. Love your neighbor as
yourself. These are the 10
commandments In one,
these are the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which
for Him let being together
and being there for each
other be one and let love
shine like a bright light
that outshines everything.
Amen!
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