19.S0 when it was evening on that

same day, the first day of the week,

though the disciples were
[meeting] behind barred doors for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them, and said,
“Peace to you.”

20.After He said this, He showed
them His hands and His side.
When the disciples saw the Lord,
they were filled with great joy.

21.Then Jesus said to them again,
“Peace to you; as the Father has
sent Me, | also send you [as My
representatives].”
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22.And when He said this, He breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit.

23.1f you forgive the sins of anyone they
are forgiven [because of their faith]; if you
retain the sins of anyone, they are retained

[and remain unforgiven because of their
unbelief].”

24.But Thomas, one of the twelve
[disciples], who was called Didymus (the
twin), was not with them when Jesus
came.

25.50 the other disciples kept telling him,
“We have seen the Lord!” But he said to
them, “Unless | see in His hands the
marks of the nails, and put my finger into
the nail prints, and put my hand into His
side, | will never believe.”
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26.Eight days later His disciples were
again inside the house, and Thomas was
with them. Jesus came, though the doors
had been barred, and stood among them
and said, “Peace to you.”

27.Then He said to Thomas, “Reach
here with your finger, and see My
hands; and put out your hand and place
It iIn My side. Do not be unbelieving, but
[stop doubting and] believe.”

28.Thomas answered Him, “My Lord
and my God!”

29.Jesus said to him, “Because you have
seen Me, do you now believe? Blessed
[happy, spiritually secure, and favored
by God] are they who did not see [Me]
and yet believed [In Me].”
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Sermon for 16 April 2023 on John
20:19-29 by Farzin Eslamdoust

Dear congregation!

1. We are currently on the first
Sunday after Easter In the year
2023, which means that 1990 years
and one week have passed since the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,
because Jesus probably rose from
the dead in the year 33. Although
we all believe In the resurrection of
Jesus from the dead, sometimes
when preaching to non-Christians
we are faced with the question:

""How Is this resurrection possible?"
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2. The sentences we have just
heard from John's Gospel
chapter 20, verses 19-29, can be
a good Introduction to answer
this question. Some important
points In this text really
fascinated me: Verse 19 says
that the disciples were gathered
behind closed doors for fear of
the Jews. It Is remarkable to me
that the people who lived with
Jesus and saw his miracles were
afraid to present themselves as
Jesus' disciples.
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3. Perhaps they thought Jesus
was dead and could not save
them from the Jews who held
religious power at that time.
Even today, in countries like
Iran, Afghanistan and Syria,
where a different religious
power rules, many are afraid to
speak openly about Jesus
Christ. But should one be
afraid?

| think that the answer to this
guestion depends on the degree
of people's faith.
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4. Perhaps this fear Is
meaningless for Germans
because they live in a country
with democracy and freedom
of thought and belief. But as
far as | know, religious
conditions In Europe were not
always so free. What keeps
Christianity strong in Europe
In the 21st century Is faith in
the heart. So, we Iranians and
Afghans should also try to
strengthen our faith in our
hearts.
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S5.Inverses19and 20 it au& 20 519 <l 2 .5
says that Jesus greets his a3 ga (413 SL& 4y s 4AS
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surprised that it Is again . ] .
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6. How is it that Jesus (S 4S G} 4 g5 L6
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7. Inverse 21 Jesus says t0 ) gy Ay i 21 Al 2.7

his followers: ""As the U AS jghilaa" 14 € e 35a
Father has sent me, so | y IACRRE. e 3 |
send you'". et 10 T = O AR 2 e
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the first word and advice of , 5 o dlalS ot ol 4
Jesus to his followersisto & 1"y oo o G+

proclaim the good news to
others.
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8. This can mean that all the LEL Uisa o) 4 A3 g8 2 (L8

words of faith in Christianity, .- A ) lalS Al 48
such as forgiveness, love, .o . e e v
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9. In verse 22 Jesus tells us to
take the Holy Spirit. We have
talked about this a lot this
year in the winter course. The
Holy Spirit is God In our
hearts, He creates faith in us,
through Him we serve others
and forgive others. It Is the
Holy Spirit who connects our
hearts with God the Father.
So, we need the Holy Spirit to
strengthen our faith, overcome
fears and proclaim the
message of Jesus to others.
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10. In verses 24 and 25 it seems to
me that Jesus Is speaking to us
Christians today with his words.
Thomas, who lived with Jesus and
saw his miracles, does not accept
the words of other followers and
says: ''Unless | see In his hands the
marks of the nails, and put my
fingers into the marks of the nails,
and put my hand into his side, |
cannot believe it."" (John 20:25def)
Sometimes we also want to see
everything with our own eyes and
touch it with our own fingers in
order to believe.
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11. Although we pray atthe i 04,54 138 A& 43 2) 11
table when we eat, we do not 4 §4e o L4l (ad) 92 Led o i
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12. We forget that God
IS the one who raised
Jesus. The reason for
our doubts Is probably
because we think that
our will must be done.
But as It says In the
"Our Father, it is the
will of God that should
be done on earth as It IS
In heaven.
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13. Verse 26 says that Jesus enters the
house of his followers through the
closed doors and welcomes them. This
word comforts my heart and amazes
me. It is Jesus who enters the house of
our hearts and replaces doubt with
certainty, fear with courage and
disappointment with hope, even when
the doors are closed. So, | calmly
place myself in the hands of Jesus
Christ. For he is the one who has the
keys to all doors, and he is the one
who comes to greet us in the difficult
situations of our lives.

In verse 29 Jesus says to Thomas:
""Blessed are those who do not see and
yet believe".
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14. This Is again a O g) At o g2 =) .14
sentence of Jesus Christ )y o e AS Cad P

that | admire. As a person S8 o) g Ay Al e Cpn

who was baptized and oz .
became a Christian in 3 28 2and 2019 Jlw 3 4
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15. For Jesus himself said that s 4S el w39 ) 03,15
we are blessed. ag) 4S8y Sy

Blessed are we who have found | cilad ol 4 La Jla 4 L ga

the way of salvation. Blessed : - ™
are we who have found eternal ' 45 b Jba 4o Laigd o) 458

life through the crucifixion and =~ 33—y § (2 qgluas (3 5k
resurrection of Jesus. a4ty g Sla s
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Blessed are we who have found S 4 AS La Ja 4
hope, courage and certainty ) ~ :

with the help of Jesus. L wm
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