Psalms 98

1.0 sing to the Lord a new song,

For He has done marvelous and
wonderful things;

His right hand and His holy arm have
gained the victory for Him.

2.The Lord has made known His
salvation; %
He has lopenly] revealed His UJ A u)J | ulc\z

~

righteousness in the sight of the nations. C a8
[Luke 2:30, 31]

3.He has [graciously] remembered His d_u\ It i\;;\.A‘ 9 4008 5] )533

lovingkindness and His faithfulness to _ fos 3 kS
the house of Israel; uav\é U/A: JY\ @/4\3\ (JS &l D
All the ends of the earth have witnessed i u'éj‘

the salvation of our God. [Acts 13:47;
28:28]




4.Shout joyfully to the Lord, et LR B s avr s
all the earth; ssial YY) IS G QS @94514

Shout [in jubilation] and sing | j.u; 3168395
for joy and sing praises.
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Shout with joy before the
King, the Lord.




Lord our God, from you comes all ASa IS i dlia bigl) )
wisdom. s s S L (JL,J\ iy gl
You have created the world perfectly. G Gl @ Y il s Ll

But we humans do not recognize it TPV SR S
J U Sty g o) Jasads
because we prefer to trust our

thinking. gy yha e et g Jaad Sl

So we go astray and stray from your
path.




But you, God, are ol Ly By, A | S

gracious to us. Your " Tas | o
wisdom calls us back to iy Gl by

your path again and

again. . -
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Therefore we praise and ek Joneed A
glorify you.




Lord, we have gathered 7l Lo Ladl ) )
here to hear your word. godd o baclu .0

Help us to understand It . "
and to absorb it. Lord, Sl 7k o) b leladaly

we need your help, gy ¢Sl rL;\J ol
without you we will go .
astray. AMEN. S




Proverbs 8

229“The Lord created and possessed me at the beginning of His
way,

Before His works of old [were accomplished].
23“From everlasting | was established and ordained,

From the beginning, before the earth existed, [I, godly wisdom,
existed]. [John 1:1; 1 Cor 1:24]

24“When there were no ocean depths | was born,

When there were no fountains and springs overflowing with water.

25“Before the mountains were settled,
Before the hills, | was born; [Job 15:7, 8]
26While He had not yet made the earth and the fields,

Or the first of the dust of the earth.
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27°“When He established the heavens, | [Wisdom]
was there;

When He drew a circle upon the face of the deep,
28When He made firm the skies above,

When the fountains and springs of the deep became
fixed and strong,

29When He set for the sea its boundary

So that the waters would not transgress [the
boundaries set by] His command,

When He marked out the foundations of the earth—
[Job 38:10, 11; Ps 104:6-9; Jer 5:22]

30Then | was beside Him, as a master craftsman:;
And | was daily His delight;

Rejoicing before Him always, [Matt 3:17; John 1:2,
18]

31Rejoicing in the world, His inhabited earth,
And having my delight in the sons of men. [Ps 16:3]
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329“Now therefore, O sons, listen to me,

For blessed [happy, prosperous, to be
admired] are they who keep my ways. [Ps
119:1, 2; 128:1, 2; Luke 11:28]

33“Heed (pay attention to) instruction and
be wise,

And do not ignore or neglect it.
34“Blessed [happy, prosperous, to be

admired] is the man who listens to me,

Watching daily at my gates,
Waiting at my doorposts.

35“For whoever finds me (Wisdom) finds
life

And obtains favor and grace from the
Lord.




Sermon by lecturer Helmut Heiland 11.05.25 on the Js 11 .05.25 13l Cigaly palaall ddac
topic of Proverbs 8:22-36 The Wisdom of God ) 4asa 36-22 :8 JuaYl &g

Dear congregation, le) oY) guaal) Lgal

1. Our sermon text today Is in the book of

Proverbs in the Old Testament. It is about AU i e a sl Lithe (yai -1
wisdom, namely divine wisdom. It was King AaSall J gLty s 5 annall agall

Solomon, who was considered particularly Al IS Al ASal) 13aa5
wise, who began to collect and write wisdom oo Anlall diaSan (o o 55]‘ ‘UL“l“

sayings. But it was not until the 2nd century e s AaSad) JUl &5 3y
2 V) diadia QUS4 aand ol (S
A0l a8 g,_s\_\l\ u).cﬂ\

BC that they were combined into a special
book.




2. It can be explained by the fact

that Greek had developed as the

language of the scholars, and

among the Greeks wisdom was
worshipped as a divinity. Now
devout Jewish sages tried to
counter this with the wisdom of
their God.
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3. Our sermon text from chapter 8 begins with
verse 22: "The Lord had me in the beginning
of his ways, before he created anything, from
the beginning." This means that divine wisdom
was not created, but was with God from the
beginning. Thus we are pointed out to the first
difference to human wisdom: The wisdom
meant in the Bible was with God from the
beginning. So it existed long before the human
one. It was with God from the beginning and
was not created by Him, it simply belongs to

Him.
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4. The next verse In our sermon text
reads: "23 | was appointed from

eternity, in the beginning before the

earth was." Wisdom does not belong to

creation, but i1s a component of God's
nature. It is the Spirit of God, who was
present at creation and who hovered
over the waters as God's Spirit. This Is
what It says in the story of creation.
(Genesis 1:2)
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5. The wisdom spoken of in the Bible is —L | T EJJS o) 4 | ‘05)'5

therefore divine. Therefore, it is difficult to “ ‘-"'é"j c'ﬁf';'“ & A
access the human mind, but must be r S\ \ l u‘ dA X S\

received by the heart with faith. But divine | \a sl A1y 1SAll USJ uLuYh

wisdom Is always around us like the air, it Ll 4alia \.@4\ ‘c«\}gJ\S \_dj; UJSJ
is always available to us, in principle US‘“ “M‘ SITEN SoR J‘J“‘-‘“\A

g gl Sy s sy
explicitly pointed out at the beginning of \" 2 3 uh‘)!\ & ‘C\= , a}!\ \&

this chapter, in verses 1-4: "1 Does not "Q’?@J\ é‘“““j Y3 M_,QS;J\ LSJU-‘ Vi

wisdom call, and wisdom is not heard?" we C\A"“y‘ S ujjy‘ 4\4}[\ L,ﬁ ‘\Jj
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anyone can grasp It at any time. This IS

read In the first verse of chapter 8.



6. It continues with verses 2-4: "2 She
stands publicly by the road, and at the
crossroads of the roads; 3 At the gates at
the exit of the city and at the entrance of
the gate she cries out, 4 ... | call you and
lift up my voice to the children of men!"
You see, the wisdom referred to here
cannot be acquired by studying from
books, but it calls us. It Iimposes itself on

us, we just have to open ourselves to it.
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7. Nor does It address people who spend u}"‘“ R UL\AJ yg \-éj LS-7
o o ARl OO B g s
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crossroads and In the squares of the city. ) Lo L;d\ US\.AY\ uﬁ
In other words, where everyone passes \ JA\ Cal ) A&a oL o3l

their time In elaborate musings, but it

calls on people on the streets, at the

by. The wisdom of God is therefore not s Y e Al Blle
unworldly, it does not lead to & Jaxd oAy cdlaah Gl Hha
sophisticated theories, but it works In -°\:‘>J‘ pa—a

the midst of life.




8. Now we come to the crucial difference | (5% sal) (38!l ) Juas Y -8
between divine and human wisdom. Itis | 4y ylull 4aSall g daetY) 4aSadl o

well explained in chapter 2 of Paul's first uﬁ | PR EEREIR Cjin A
letter to the Corinthians: "6 Of wisdom we u-dj-* Al y (e c_r‘u‘ badll

speak ...; but not of the wisdom of this ISH 6" u-“j-“JJS L_Lg\ uj‘ L_;j‘j\
world,.... . 7 But we speak of the wisdom 7 s’ﬂ"d‘ 1A dS<a W Y ‘\.ASAJ

of God, which is hidden in the mystery, ... )....J\ c_e—°' A a1 AAS;_, s

iwhom noge of the rulerls(of this world has u\ | ope aal Led y2 o Al 8

nown; ... 9 But we speak as It IS written,
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9. These still somewhat mysterious words can

be deciphered if one thinks with God's AaSay L )S8 1)) “"Lf“d‘ ) e
wisdom. To do this, one must note that in u‘ DSA u‘ WERTEIIR GMJ i
God's creation everything has two sides. This 24 5 U“@AJ “”‘ A&L 2 s dﬁ

: : : - : \)\)&j‘)\fﬂﬂé\ﬂ‘
IS pointed out again and again in the Bible, e.g. Gd\—\»d‘ d-\-w L5l° ‘ww‘ g_ahﬁ\
7}6 u\..uY‘ 62 d)\)ﬂ d.ujA.o.A).e.u:

In 1 Samuel, chapter 2, verses 6 and 7: "The
Lord kills and gives life, the Lord makes poor
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a time to die; to break off has its time, to build ;Luﬂj “—\35 Jg_ﬂ ¢ 48 g g_,}“ﬂj
up has its time;" until... "There is a time to 4\_&)\ ;S]SJ uaj ‘__Ajj Pt g_ﬁj

If)ve, a time to hate; There iIs a time for strife, a "L_ﬁj &’MJ ug} d\_ﬁﬂj “_,gj
time for peace."

and makes rich: he humbles and exalts.”" Or In




10. We already recognize this principle in
the story of creation. Everything created
consists of opposites. The day consists of
evening and morning, the world of water
and land, humans of man and woman, life
of animals and plants, etc. So everything
has a front and a back; one is current, I.e.
visible, the other is hidden, I.e. dark.
Nevertheless, It is there. Because they
belong together, without one there iIs no

other.
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11. Think of a coin. Whether you look from ¢"}“‘ ‘UJJM 4l . '.-1 1
the front or from the back, both sides are calall j‘ \-AY‘ R \-@—d‘ ) )-LA
always present at the same time, even if we L_s—°' Ladla UJJ""\A LGJ-GAJ

don't see one at the moment and don't notice it. Lea 2| X ﬁj Jj s “—ﬁjj‘

There is no side without the other. A thing is ¥ adaa 3l ?J) adaxll) “JL @

only complete because both sides are present CUSJ p . pl U= %jj = 92 9
‘\A.@Aj QA ¢ ¢ \}[\ )LA\S ¢(;uj\

and related to each other. Even If we don't pa
_ o i jj s u@_mu Legalsi )
attention to the back, it still has an effect. This

Is how we recognize divine wisdom: God It M@Jy‘ 4_<- S\ JJL ‘JSA

alwaytc, thinks on all S|de.s, with God the | S AIPoX: ‘UJ‘}AJ‘ Lsc‘f
opposites are always united, because otherwise P J\-u \.,d NI | 5 A J J‘ MY\ At

life does not succeed properly. _ \ ).4. L uj; b\ﬁ;j\




12. This is also the case with hidden
qualities. In all good there is the
predisposition to evil, and in all evil is
hidden the possibility of good. We would
not know the good at all if we did not
know that there is also evil. Our former
pastor Warnecke works as a prison
chaplain and has come to the conclusion
that 95% of the iInmates are not evil people

and could be changed for good.
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13. A Christian theologian (Wilfried
Harle) says: "A true sage Is he who
recognizes the nature of God even In the
back of problems." But because people
did not want to know God from the
wisdom of His works, he continues,
they must know Him through the back.
And the reverse side Is usually what we
do not want, what we call suffering,

what transgresses us as hostile.
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14. When Jesus says in the Sermon on
the Mount that we should love our
enemies, that is, the contradictions and
contradictions that cause us problems,
he is alluding to this. Only If you
Include them as part of the problem can

you see the full truth.
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15. So, whoever recognizes that suffering
and catastrophes are the reverse side of
God's love Is wise in God's mind. Paul

goes even further. He says that only the
God knows true who Is also grateful for
suffering. Whoever does not ask accusingly
why God allows suffering, but who asks
why God allows this, to what knowledge
He wants to lead him with it, suffering

brings him further.

Oy e 1 (1% 515
cilall & &yl S g sl
LaSa (oS dll Ao Sl

¥ inal




g\ -
16. He who Is wise always asks about ‘ mij;j’:uu‘ )Sﬁ :fj\j J jm
the flip side, both in positive anc Sl o 3Lilall ae L “3)’*“5‘ >
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negative events. And he knows that both jj\_w J ‘D\ALML ) C\"‘"‘“ T

come from God, and both have their J‘“‘”J‘ “\"“ S U"‘
L@_d\ 6““ Gl Al
minds and are expressions of God's ‘j\ il e Lu\q 3 \

\..\.\L..u | LS Lol U
love. The flip sides show the \ V: ;f'gsj w\ew \_A@js u\‘jj:ju

possibilities contained In these events u° O J-‘-"” d
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that we can realize with God's help, u\h}!\ AT AL g_aLu\.SAY\

even if we do not yet see them. S st el A g LGSJBJ\L\ I ugf—(ﬂ




17. If we take this to heart, agreement can ‘Jéj‘ LJAM L_,J“— )2 Las| ‘5\ 17

be reached even in difficult cases. uﬁ c_r‘* d\-q-“ csj‘ L—L“J-‘M \-‘-‘S*“
LaSal) Vet (A i) gall Crnaal
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Therefore, wisdom promises us success,
happiness, and blessings. \Verses 32-36: 32

.. Listen to me now, ...! Blessed are those

who keep my ways! 34 Blessed Is the man
P § @thsﬂ‘&ﬂ@jb34

who obeys me. 35 Whoever finds me will d\&j sliadl sy S e 35

find life, and will be pleased with the Lord. e d__‘u Y 36 uJj\ (A )

36 But whoever misses me destroys his (2 , ez y e dg d_udh ﬂg,
life: all who hate me love death." " & Al




18. I am now 77 years old and have 35} Jale 77 Qy‘ LSJA‘;"I 3

suffered a lot in life, and when | look back Ladie ‘@‘—‘5 g_é ‘)—‘45 Cuile
Y\ (fm.\ Y c@b; g_sb)SJ .JJ.z_u.u‘
um.c\;usudi Y AS}\ u\
oJ.p.G\ S La dsj c\&\.u 4\_11:;
GJ;J@Q\S&LA;;MJ\UJL

on my life, | can only confirm that.
Everything that | used to be angry about,
that | felt was unjust or unhappy, was

necessary so that I could recognize myself
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grateful for that today. If a problem arises 4\3),.,«5 d}aﬂ\é JM‘ ‘?J'd‘ A< n .
today, then | am curious to see what God Is @w L; 4\_1_1;4 \_Aj Bl Q}L L
planning and planning for me again. Life \_cjg JJS‘ ah;j\
becomes varied.

and accept myself and find God. And I'm




19. Human wisdom divides the phenomena )‘)Mu ‘U)MJ‘ 4aSall L.UAA 19
of nature ever further, it goes from the )-‘-‘SM o ‘d-q-““ m‘ JA‘}L‘

great to the small, from the surface to the LSM C“L"“m R ¢ M‘ LSM
Interior; you start with the external M L ")d | ‘A'u ‘U'L\u‘
dm&.q ua;ﬂ d)A (IR 9 c@J\AJ\
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appearance and, through ever closer

examination, finally end up with the cells
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or even the molecules. You gain insights by AR & DA e 6 (
splitting and breaking down a problem day Jall 05_; )‘ L | :...j
more and more. This method leads to . ;\j}d\j Jladsy! é‘.cﬁiﬁ

separation and isolation.




20. Divine wisdom, on the other hand, is a
unifying, unifying knowledge. It not only

perceives what can be grasped with the senses,

but it also includes opposites. It attaches
particular importance to what unites, not to
divorce and separation, but to community and
cohesion. You don't pay so much attention to
the difference, but to what you have In
common. This kind of wisdom, from
cognition, can be learned, it is about heart
education that also illuminates the dark sides.
This makes it easier to find ways to unity and
unity.
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21. This kind of wisdom is not dependent | iz ¥ 4aSall (e g 53l 14 21
524 JA.\ dA Lo LS c;z\.s.ﬂ\ lec

on intelligence, as we have heard, this
wisdom finds its representatives among

those who are In the midst of life. Jesus
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not caught up In dissecting thinking. | was

seeks them in the intellectually poor, In
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able to experience once how right He Is. A | jj YRPARA| & Al Caall

The pupils of a third class, i.e. eight or nine | 1,41 2\_,53)} ?L'J u)ssg (ol pac (ya
years old, stood in front of the class room UJJLJ-U

and waited.



22. When | arrived, a boy was being pushed
against the wall. | wanted to take the
opportunity to explain nonviolent conflict

resolution. Of course, | thought the victim was

angry and wanted to take revenge. But he said:

"No, | want to get along again, because
actually we are friends." And | asked: "But
Imagine he was your enemy, how would you

behave?" Of course, | expected, with human

thinking, that he would pay him back the blow.

But he answered: "If he were my enemy;, |

would quickly make friends with him."
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23. If you were to see such miracles on the
Internet today, you would probably say:
This is a film trick - this cannot be true.
The truth is, the time of metaphysical
miracles ended when humans reached a
certain level of maturity - when God was
no longer unknown to them, but could be
fully known. And God, through His only
Son, accomplished this great work and His
plan, and has now entered the hearts of

believers.
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24. An example from my life that confirms 05-‘5 N Sba e Jbe 24
this sentence: During my studies, | lived In g_é Cule ‘@M‘)J BREN “J}MJ\
Hamburg-St. Pauli. One day, a new C“‘-‘J szjb ;“L“"&JJML"’
neighbor moved in. He was not a student, J‘A d'q'“‘ ‘?hy‘ EN cﬁ “—“)—“

Jo Blda (5 Al Uaa (el daa
alia oJ;\A.u\ 2y Y law Jule

ae OGN i Ul e J il

but a scaffolder, and he was supposed to
make sure on behalf of the landlord that we

students dldntgo_ c_)verboard._One da)_/ he ‘ew‘ N c_e—°' Lillea| uﬁ A.zjb.d\
accused me of soiling the stairwell with Al LA“ AP gmu ag 1
garbage. When | proved to him that it ‘@JAM o \.@4\ 4] g_,_u\ Ladie

wasn't my garbage, he struck me. Only

| | L;uﬁ c.kss o.l;\j 5 )Aa L;uj.\a
once, but | was in the hospital for a week &ﬁ“‘ A @M\ uﬁ u_m

with a concussion. C_AJ\ bj C\AJJ‘ ERTIE




25. After a few days, a delegation of the | &= 29 d-‘-") ‘6\4‘ dziay ay 25
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he was declared an enemy. My signature u—uﬁ u‘ﬁu‘ mjj‘ Guay O
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was the only one missing. But | refused by asl Saly @_,gj Sl
to sign. | wasn't a Christian at the time, O 2 Y Blad Uadld PEAPE

but | thought to myself that no one Ll d e g

tenants came with a list of signatures

demanding that this tenant move out. So

would just strike out of the blue. There

had to be a reason for that.




26. | wanted to talk to him first. It took him

half a year to engage In a conversation, but u‘ d-\ﬂ e\-c al )AY‘ d)u-w\
then it turned out that it had been a pitch-black <l A= uﬁj GL—HM\ GJS: dﬂ\y
day for him at the time, and my objection had \J}u\ Y u\.S A zosal
been the straw that overflowed the barrel of 4.l Al Ja.c:\ u\.S 9 ¢4l M\A

anger and rage that had been building up all L;‘P Az Jyu]\ ).@_.L Cranad er‘
day. After about two years, we had become oA C.AJJ‘ E celByal M\ cuq.q\.c

friends, and he was also integrated into the Lileis ) L) PEEN cC.QA;AJ\ @ Lag\
house community, so that we even celebrated e faadl e US| 2Dl ey
Christmas. We were able to live together cgm Cj oulg Q\SJ _&\Jm C) o
without conflict. And he had to pay for the O\S 9 ¢ @M\ & 4\_1.@\3\ uﬂ&

hospital stay, that was punishment enough. el GBS Blee @l
Amin




Intercession

1. Lord Jesus, we pray for all those

whose lives are shaken and out of joint.

We pray for all those who are in need.

Give them the strength to sing even in
adversity and deliver them through your

songs of praise.

dal (e al g g ) L
=iy 4l g e 3 (e S
Zhs e S dal e i
® > i AL el peadal
Al a3 A




2. Lord, we pray for all those who have | LJS d%‘ (e oD Q) \A 2
reason to rejoice and be glad. Give them -JJJ‘“‘MJ C)m KWK EN
an abundance of joy so that they can °JSJ\-:‘.4J CJ}M S \-*‘”3 e@éi'“‘
pass it on and tell others about it. We dal (e 5028 o5 9
pray for our congregation, strengthen ‘C‘“‘“‘J \; ?Ajsﬁ ‘mu}

AaglV) liaSay agS Hbg
. 5S.~ SS L;L !. * ‘j

them in praise, bless them with your
divine wisdom and keep them In your

word.




3. Spread In our congregation and In
your whole church the willingness to
acknowledge your word and to walk In
your ways, even when we find them
difficult. We pray for all those who

suffer persecution or terror. Comfort

them, strengthen them and help them up

again.

e Ay Uelea (8 5403
(28 yla e L) g S i Y
el Amaa aas Ladie s
e Pl oo IS dal s

o e ala Y sl algaay!
(il e aaaelig can 58




4. \We also ask you for the perpetrators, d;\ QA U-Zu\ 5533 4
because we know that they also have e@aﬂ U‘ elu Lu‘)f co\_\al\
another side. Guide them to repentance, céujﬂ\ LA\ ‘;AAS J;\ \AJ\A

forgive them and lead them to céuj.d\ sz‘ c«AJ&j ‘(’@‘J Js.c\j
conversion, so that they may discover og_\;]\ C‘@JJ‘ j_q_u_\S_d

and develop their good sides and thus La UM c\.AjJJ.LAJ
feel contentment. In silence, we bring | ga o 4l &’LA‘ eg_g cCraa @

before God what Is particularly close to \,44 jj_n, le‘; )_;;\

our hearts.
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