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6.who, existing in the form of God,
counted not the being on an )

equality with God a thing to be ?J ) °J}“’ =) U\S 3‘ LSJ‘6
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7.but emptied himself, taking the | ¢ 3; P e dods 1d] m7
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form of a servant, being made 1n
the likeness of men;

8.and being found 1n fashion as a @a 9 GUM\S ‘\-\A@J\ bﬁ oy Ky j8

man, he humbl.ed himself, < A “;Ui;d\ % a\_b\j AL
becoming obedient even unto ORI

death, yea, the death of the cross.




9.Wherefore also God highly
exalted him, and gave unto
him the name which 1s above
every name;

10.that in the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of
things in heaven and things
on earth and things under the
earth,

11.and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus
Christ 1s Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
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12.0n the morrow a great multitude that had
come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus

was coming to Jerusalem,

13.took the branches of the palm trees, and went
forth to meet him, and cried out, Hosanna:
Blessed 1s he that cometh in the name of the

Lord, even the King of Israel.

14.And Jesus, having found a young ass, sat

thereon; as 1t 1s written,

15.Fear not, daughter of Zion: behold, thy King

cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt.
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16.These things understood not his \ 1 S5R
disciples at the first: but when ‘yj MM)J L&A@J ?j I Y 0225716

Jesus was glorified, then C)‘ ‘jjSﬁ WTTEN & YRR uﬁj
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remembered they that these things | & oﬁfj WYL ;\3 e A 535
were written of him, and that they S 5 ¢ 3 5184 il o

had done these things unto him. 4] 5

17.The multitude therefore that _ o A%E s T 50
was with him when he called e ‘ %""“ 42 59” C‘Qj‘ 8317

Lazarus out of the tomb, and raised Y\ Cye 428 g ).\sl\ e ol

him from the dead, bare witness.

18.For this cause also the multitude ‘JM“ ?@y }t'o“g\ S8y L""-“ \3@1 8
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heard that he had done this sign
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prevail nothing; lo, the world 1s
gone after him. o) H5 Caad 28 rsl\.:d\




Sermon for 13 March 2025 on
Isaiah 50:4-9, Lector Stoffers
Dear congregation,

1. As the sermon text for this year's Palm
Sunday, we hear one of the so-called servant
songs from the book of the second Isaiah. In
these songs, several of which have been
handed down, there is talk of the severe
suffering of a servant of God. We hear the
third servant song handed down in Isaiah 50:4-
9:
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2. "The Lord God has given me a tongue

like disciples, t

hat I may know how to

speak to the weary at the right time. He

wakes me up every morning; he awakens

my ear, that | may hear as disciples hear.

The Lord God

am not disobec

nas opened my ear. And |

lent and do not back

down. | offerec

struck me, and

my back to those who

my cheeks to those who

struck me. | did not hide my face from

shame and saliva. (Isaiah 50:4-6)
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3. But the Lord God helps me, so | will not oA <l u—”“'\-““ ‘dy‘ UJM uﬁj
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declares me righteous; Who will argue with| 13 sa 1 u_a\_\ SRR PP PYEN- ekl

be ashamed. Therefore | have made my

face hard like a pebble; for | know that |

me? Let's step forward together! Who ‘JJ" @-‘““ SNt Y < )

_ _ u.d\?@Sb.‘.u" L_ijJnSujLJ?@JS
wants to challenge my right? Let him come

to me! Behold, the Lord God helps me;
Who will condemn me? Behold, they will

all crumble like a garment, moths will eat
them." (Isaiah 50:7-9)




4. When we listen to this song of the
servant of God on this Palm Sunday, at
the beginning of Holy Week, most of us
will probably immediately look at the
Passion of Jesus. And yet: Even if the
first Christians saw In this song a
prophecy about Jesus, this has not
remained the only way to interpret these

verses to this day.
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5. The prophet who wrote the songs of eléj‘ Lf\-f—‘ S csﬂ‘ @J\

the servants of God worked in a time of LM\ JYaY) cﬁ Jac
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grave humiliation of the people of

Israel. At that time — in the time of the s S — LsLu‘ Ls—"“d‘ o L
Babylonian exile — the people of God LA‘; = “J@”“MJ ) Haisg Al
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were spurned and mocked precisely
because of their faith. "Your God Is

powerless!", the Israelites had to hear.




6. "Our God, the Babylonian god Marduk,
has proven to be the much stronger God!"
The people had to do hard forced labor and
went through terrible times. And so the fate
of individuals, indeed of the entire people
of Israel, Is discussed when the suffering of
that time Is discussed: "I offered my back
to those who struck me, and my cheeks to

those who fought me." (Isaiah 50:6ab)
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7. The fact that the servant of God can
mean not only an individual or an
Individual, but also the whole of Israel, is
particularly expressed in the second song
of the servant of God in Isaiah 49, where it
says: "And God said to me, "You are my
servant, O Israel, through whom | will
glorify myself." (Isaiah 49:3) This Is very
Important to me, because In fact we cannot

simply suppress this interpretation.
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8. In many of the later centuries, this
very different interpretation has given
the Jewish people the opportunity to
understand their own suffering and not
to despair of God completely. Such a
song of God's servant has given this
people the strength to continue to

believe In Him and to be able to hope In

Him.
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9. In Christianity, too, the interpretation
of the suffering of the Servant of God
has not been limited to Jesus. Those
who suffer much in following Jesus can
also be addressed: "Whoever wants to
follow me, let him take up his cross...",
Jesus said to His disciples. For this
reason alone, It Is good to remain open
with regard to the interpretation of the

Servant of God.
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10. It can reflect the fate of the Jewish u’-“d‘ )4-‘4“ L)-“S"d Cj us-‘“ 10
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terribly during the National Socialist era

and finally chose the path to death with his

wife of Jewish descent and his daughter in dA\-AA
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song.




11. In his diary, Klepper wrote on the day f5s ‘—‘45 “UUSJA Lﬁ 11
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morning hymn today about Isaiah 50, the
words that hadn't left my ears all day."
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12. In the first verses of this song, the o2 (ya ¥l 8 12
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Servant of God describes his work.
"The Lord God has given me a
tongue, such as disciples have, that |
may know how to speak to the weary

at the right time. He wakes me up B ‘@J\ AN C"‘s Al
J

every morning; he awakens my ear, .0, ;\_\M\) J\ Y JJ—M‘
that | may hear as disciples hear. The (o 4
Lord God has opened my ear. And |

am not disobedient and do not shrink

back..." (Isalah 50:4+5)
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Important here. The servant of God

nears and passes on what he has

someone who has heard, he is always | ¢in ¥ il ) c.AJ..uu DRy (R
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believes, who listens to God, IS never
done with 1t, has never finished

learning.




14. We too must remain open to the voice e O Lyl \-‘41“— —x 14

of God. Otherwise we will soon go our Luils y‘ﬁ A == e UM“
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own ways, think our own thoughts. There
IS a danger that we will close ourselves

off from God again, that we will no
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15. "He wakes me up every morning; He

awakens my ear." The fact that God makes 3
Ladla &b mheyo)w@z\.cjw
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God always sets new beginnings. We know ‘u‘-\é‘ﬁ‘ P S uﬁ | y‘ ‘u

ourselves how difficult it often Is to be able )_\S\ Dy L o | O =
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Himself heard Is the miracle of a new day.

to God we are much more clumsy. But God (,jSJ Aal ugy\ _Lgy il uﬁj a.u\
awakens the ear. Jesus himself spoke like \)\JA S0 g aaed) 138 (Jia Ads & g

this servant and emphasized again and again A ) aelain) 488 Gk: \)\)Saj

how He listens to God. At one point in the Lﬁﬂ‘" ‘-"3)4 LJ-‘N‘ uﬁ el 55)

Gospel of John it says: "He who sent me is qu Ale Adzans L’“J TSN L.T‘L‘“J\
Mgl 4l gl

true, and what | have heard from him | speak
to the world."




16. After listening to It, it Is said of the
Servant of God: "And | am not disobedient,
nor will I shrink back." Obedience is part of
hearing. You cannot be open to God and then
do something completely different from
what you have been told and commanded.
Here, too, we can think of Jesus: "Obedience
unto death, even to death on the cross", it
says of Him in the letter to the Philippians.
Jesus hears and obeys. What He did and
spoke, He did out of His commitment to
God.
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17. For Him, obedience means: "Thy
will be done." Certainly, we often
have a hard time with the term
obedience. And we rightly have a
hard time with it when this term Is
assoclated with the domination of
people over other people. But here In
the Bible text, it is about obedience
to God. However, this obedience
does not take away our freedom.
Quite the opposite:
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18. As Christians, we are freed by the T pa U uJ‘

bond with Jesus and His heavenly Father. b‘;‘; e‘s
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"If the Son therefore sets you free, you

right time". In other words, he is called to o \_K;\) UJSJ £ A ‘ﬁ‘
be a pastor. To those who have become \ jm\ uml\ Sl g Al

weak, he preaches about the God who L;-Lvu Lgﬂ‘ Al PRATRRIL w\sm

"gives strength to the weary and strength LS ¢\$Mﬂ o jﬁj‘ 3 u-u:u.oﬂ d jﬂé‘
to the incapable”, as it says a few Al dﬁ*"ﬂ dziin, s d)“
chapters earlier.




19. Of course, we encounter the % ei\é OB (Jadl dxndays 19

servant of God not only as a pastor, Ll Jy o &US Wl ey Y
but also as the abused servant. "I ‘—‘-‘L‘“ Aildlra oLk eJ‘AS

offered my back to those who struck | <% Sl g3 U‘“J\"‘“ﬂ S b
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me, and my cheeks to those who

struck me. I did not hide my face g\);S!\ icLeall \.@J _ala UK
from reproach and saliva." (Isaiah Lﬁ el U S msuu Lislé -

50:6) It is precisely here — dear &j_w\ 4_,\3_, uﬁ M\;j ‘&}w

congregation — that we certainly _ eyy\
think of Jesus in particular, especially

at the beginning of Holy Week.



20. The suffering of the One — as e - aal g il sllas o) 20
unique and as defying any oo 55 (e B )8 L S (e a2 )l
comparison it is — should not distract Sl i Y - \'é—"‘JLq‘“ A Y
ucbébu\upu\d;).d\o&

O A e (e Y 22
lalrall ¢ guad () guzm a9 | gaia pa

our gaze from the countless others
who have been and are being

-mls;trzéted by people, :p tc;]and Sigall aa Q‘ ia conlal) U8 e
Including a gruesome death. “You are | el ) L
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Interpretation of the Servant of God (6 %_,j\u,wj\ e L5 }i 5
makes us think again of the Jewish

people.



21. How many beatings, how much

cruel suffering and death, how much

disgrace Jews had to experience Iin

the ghettos and death camps around
80 years ago. Before God, the
weeping, groaning and screaming of
the abused is not forgotten, even if
many today no longer want to hear it
or be reminded of it. What is striking

IS how the servant of God behaved.
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L.J 5 ” X - ‘\A.i . .22
22. Even IT he Is beaten, humiliated| ., Rt j::u S\ejjém\j
and spat on, it Is not reported that (_5\_1 A gl8 al ) i Ja Lg\
ne resisted in any way. No: He U@-L pdny oY Jlsay e ds-w

nolds out his back so that they can C"“‘“"‘ 4d) eala uA ‘j—‘s'“-“ @A

scourge him. He lets himself be *\ 4_1\.@\5 4_1\.:5\ liay Gl

slapped in the face, as Chaay J,Qy\ A g alde ) gian
dishonorable and humiliating as

that 1s. They spit on him, and he
lets it happen.




23. He breaks through the terrible
law of retribution, according to
which one act of violence always
causes another, and injustice on one
side always immediately causes new
Injustice on the other. The vicious
circle of violence is broken by him.
No aggression, not even defensive.
Only his face he makes hard as a
pebble; one should not see the fear
and pain in him.
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24. One must ask: How does the servant
of God manage to behave in this way?
Sure, each of us knows scenes from our
lives in which we have accepted
Injustices and remained silent in
humiliation. But was It the attitude that Is
reported by this servant of God? With
Jesus, It went so far that He even took
sides with His tormentors and prayed for
them: "Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do."
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25. How, | ask again, was such an attitude
even possible with the servant of God? The
answer Is given by the text in the fact that
the servant knows that God stands by him.

Everything else that is said in this song Is
under this theme: "But the Lord God helps

me, therefore | will not be ashamed. He is
near who declares me righteous; Who will
argue with me? Let's step forward together!
Who wants to challenge my right? Let him
come here to me. Behold, the Lord God
helps me; Who will condemn me?" (Isaiah
50:7-9a)
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26. This Is quite surprising when we try Ladic ‘ULJ AR )-‘“\ ‘5-?} .20
to think about this. God appears in a ds-““ 5 )@L-‘ ‘\4-6' JS-‘“ C)‘ dj\éj
central place for the one who suffers @\-’U LSJM UAMM Avally LS)SJA
calamity. This gives him a final ddlas Aaiag 138 5 Jaall ¢ g (e
Invulnerability that remains even when he B BT Ladic PREN @# M\-@A
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is a life that cannot be extinguished, even | .81l g calall a8 3 ol g ¢; alatwi %y

if the heart stops and the breath stops. IS daay o 4l ?J" 5gd Aza
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this life is only of very temporary

Importance.



27. God speaks the last word! Thus the 138 5 13 5] ALKl apal ) 27

servant, even if harassed and abused by Slabias (e ot 33‘ sz‘; () )ld
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people, goes through his path of suffering
with the help of the invisibly present
God. Even in the terrible suffering, even

In the dark valley, the servant already
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sees the light of God. In the end, It is not S\ 1< \
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the violent, the unscrupulous, the despiser sz\ ?L'“M Aiall d;é; B

of humanity who is right. The suffering oA S A 4 R 3
servant, to whom God confesses himself,

remains right.




28. One could already understand the

last thoughts of the song In the light

of Easter. There 1S not a word about

the new life that comes to light at

Easter. Butt

ne new life 1s born

through Goc

's yes, through the gift of

His Son Jesus Christ and His victory

over suffering and death.

Amen!
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