46Then Mary said, “My soul
magnifies the Lord,

47And my spirit has exulted in God
my Savior;

48For He has looked upon the
humble estate of His handmaid; for

behold, from this time forward all
generations shall count me blessed,

49Because the Mighty One has
done great things to me, and holy 1s
His name;

50And His mercy 1s toward those
who fear Him, from generation to
generation.
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51He has worked strength with I REET
His arm; He has scattered the CroSiall Gl 4l H 558 alab

haughty in the imagination of e g ozee e Yo
their hearts. el AN ce 8l e J 162 a8 A4

52He has put down rulers from e L e e e
thrones, and has exalted the ) s lall 28183 | Geaiall a5

lowly.

53He has filled the hungry with

good things, and the rich He has ejg L&55 dad LR 86 (Ll
sent away empty. = = M

2254 (e b sl YT Caias

54He has helped His servant 42 & Al sl Y Gell
Israel, in remembering His )
mercy,

55Exactly as He spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and to his
seed forever.”




14.12.2025 A dusiad

Christmas 1s almost here, and we will
celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Son of
God. But we still have 10 days of Advent

ahead of us. 2025 years ago, at this time,

Mary and Joseph had not yet arrived in
Bethlehem. By order of Emperor
Augustus, they first had to set out for
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Joseph, the
father of the family. And then they faced
a difficult journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem across the Judean
Mountains. We will see the pantomime
based on Luke 2:1-5. Pastor Weber will
also preach about Mary and Joseph's
journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
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pantomime

1. Soldier: Citizens of Nazareth! O 13 Jm\_d\ Jdal L Lgd.\al\]_

Xﬁe emperor in Rome has spoken. ‘)‘“‘ ).La‘ \a \_Aj) @ 95\
people are to be counted. The
) psea slian) aa

emperor wants all citizens of his

empire to pay taxes to him. To this U,J Ol sa IS (g 2 )-sausj\ﬁ
end, every head of a family must dhjj ) pall 4l @m U‘ <L

go with his family to his TRY u\ °J'““ Sy K (e

hometown. There he must register

himself and his family a5 abial Aiae ) ailile xa
s Adlile 5 ass Jad ol caa
sbas ) ol 58



2.The emperor's command.
The emperor's command must
be obeyed immediately. Go
and be counted. You Galileans
know the severe punishments
that the imperial army
1mposes for disobedience.
Long live the emperor, the
savior of the world.
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3. Mary: Joseph, what did the TREIN 5 13 (s o -
soldier say? I didn't pefl ol fpaindl JE Mle ety L )3
understand anything, but his o yad el | Al a5y oS cadld L
tone frightened me. You know| = - L

a little Latin. That's what he | <% oS L1 Gull AamUl (s
spoke, right?

Joseph: Mary, dear Mary. The
emperor has ordered that el a8l 63 3 3l an e L ey ye 1R
everyone must register for

Can

tax purposes in their inre J gl JS ady b padll
hometown, where they were B R

’ \ | 2 52>
born. Mary, we must go to ) gl 2 B 8 Al Ja] saDla
Bethlehem. That 1s where I = [cslligh cand ¢y ) i o Lide <oy 5

was born, in the city of . ) .
David. Ul Chal g cagla 4nag s




4.Mary2 But JOSQph, I'm cd.q\A i Gmﬁ u USJ €4JA4
pregnant. It's only about a

month until the birth. How| jed s=i (5 s 82V 5l e Gu a1

are we supposed to . ) o
manage this long journey, 23 akad (o (Saiin 1S aal

all the way through 55yl e Al gl dilsal

Samaria and the
mountains of Judea? And 38 ilay 8 ) &5 T4 5l Jla

then with this special child . .
in my womb. | Spaall Jadal




5.You know what the a‘flgel Ay ) alld Le oy X 21 45
sald to me and to you. “He

will be great and will be 2l Gl g dalae o s relBLll

called the Son of the Most o | |
High. ... His reign will Al sl (5 ol Lo

never end.” (Luke 1:32a- ) ey CaSa (33-32 11 )

33b) But how can God
expect us to walk this long G skl 13 el ol oY1 Wl

way Nnow?




6. Joseph: If that 1s to be,
dear Mary, then God will
also provide us with help.
Did not the angel say to
you, ‘Nothing 1s impossible
with God”? (Luke 1:37)
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7.Mary: Oh, Joseph, i1t has
been another long, tiring
day of walking. Bethlehem | ¢y asi ol (V15 Al BLEG 5 S 5h
1s not far now. The child 1n o

my womb has made itself Aoy ik o8 Jihall y Baay aal
felt again. It wants to be
born soon. Oh, what shall
we do if the labor pains Gl o Jrdin 10l ol Gy 8 Al g
start here in the middle of
the mountains? Our Jesus

cannot be born here! Ilia Uie oo Al gy 5 oS Y
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8. Joseph: Calm down, Mary. e om R
You can make it to OriSatin oy ya b bl 1cbu 58

Bethlehem. And little Jesus ¢ gy and i A J s sl o

will stay in your womb until o
then. Don't you know what Gl S clihy 4 an el

the prophet Micah says: “But e e
you, Bethlehem, 1n the land L cul 5" e u—d‘ Alld Lo (paalas Ll

of Judah, are by no means , ot el )
least among the rulers of A= LB opreall pal G

Judah; because out of you 3523 oA g e d) yu) Unlisia 0y 68y
will come a ruler who will be - ) ;
the shepherd of Israel, whose ".doY Al () s aaall ) A pal
origins are from of old, from L

ancient times” (Micah 5:2). (1:35 5)




9. Jesus 1s to be born 1n
Bethlehem, 1n the city of
David. That's why I'm sure
we'll get there safely.
Tomorrow we'll continue
our journey. For now, let's
rest.
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Sermon for 14 December 2025 on Luke 2:1-5 5-1:2 Bl s 14.12.2025 dkc

Dear congregation, | ;\_\;Y\ @ j;‘
1. The Emperor in Rome announces that he L:J‘ dalay a4 e s 5 & ..:'9'3\ uk_y]
needs more taxes, more money from the v T . .
- | . a9 Jysail il il (e 2y el aan

citizens for his wars and magnificent

orders that all citizens of his empire be ‘L'Fﬂ‘“j*d‘ @Aﬁj d-“\-u d-\MJ ¢ JA\A
registered. For this, the heads of families must m.u.q LA\ 22 j’J\ “J.c d Js dS JJA‘ e

return with their families to their birthplaces.

buildings. To collect these taxes, the Emperor

The Emperor commands, and everyone must

obey, for he 1s the dictator.




2.Immediately, without delay. a3 T
’ ’ A ‘\.@A‘ LA aa ( S
everyone must do what the A R ’Jz

Erpperor commands apd pu?: Zallae Aol oSay S ailld ¢ ) all
aside everything else in their

lives. Anyone who disobeys will | 5 a0 (s .yl Al cand ¥ ) gUSSS
face the harsh punishments of

the dictator. What do Mary and 4di amy S delal) pae e

Joseph do? They set out on their o e
journey. They go, even though (o 22l ALY 5 Al Sl seall
Mary 1s in the final month of SRR
her pregnancy. Even though the '
journey on foot 1s long and

arduous and leads over a

mountain range.




3.Many of us know this:
dictators who squeeze money
from their citizens, who dictate
how they should live, what they
should believe, and who start
wars without necessity.
Dictators who demand
submission. My old aunt tells
me: "My husband was a teacher
in the GDR (German
Democratic Republic). He was
told what he had to say to the
students, even 1if 1t was all lies.
We had just started a family."
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4."We didn’t want our children

. . LSS e Ay e Gl )l sdad
to have to speak differently in R >~ 2

school than at home. So, like | jeka (saxaia dia )l 88 & sall Lulall (e
millions of others, we decided L o
to leave the GDR. The ped 9% 38 55 O 9ins oS

beginning in the West, for us Sia et aeile £)lon il e lalle

in Schleswig-Holstein, was

not easy. The people there Blial g cagiliia () smaly g (liana
didn’t want us, GDR refugees. ) ;

We weren’t treated well. Over 4l V) L ) e Y Uy o 55
time, 1t got better. Now, o"ur Aalal) gl
escape was 70 years ago.




5.The man and the woman | il i Lac ) o)) dae (55 5355
who have no power start their ¥

journey. Perhaps because the b e (S5 — Lea g ) ol as

ruler commands it, and there , L vy
is no alternative, as with alad e pal — 48 540 Ll

Mary and Joseph. Or they go o L
YN 17y gal eI
because they would rather o Ll 1 alay 1 5al 02

S 4

leave their homeland than Laaa¥ gl dn i 4 le paly daaia

S 4

submit to the dictatorship and o )
suffer harm to body and soul. Gl (8 dmeal) o daal g0 ) e

The escape and the new o -
beginning in a new homeland (el )88 A 2 LX) g

are not easy. Lad e Gudle Jad




6.Mary asks, as she and Joseph
must obey the Emperor’s
command: "How can God
demand that we now walk this
long, difficult road?" Joseph
says: "If this 1s how 1t should be,
dear Mary, then God will also
provide us with help. Didn’t the
angel say to you 'For nothing 1s
impossible with God' (Luke
1:37)? Yes, if this is how it is
meant to be by Almighty God,
that we are in this difficult
situation, then God will also
help us get through it safely."
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7.God can change situations lal Camall -y -
where we cannot move e U : Q== s

forward or backward, and A Y Al Sl el L oJaa
open up possibilities that far . ) o
exceed our own. The Emperor | ‘55 a0 0 LS ks 4l

in Rome believes he 1s the lord] : .. , , U
of the world. He seems to have|” & Ssada Sle J

all the striggs .in his hands. syl e 3 pael) Jladd calglaial
He snaps his fingers - and ;
millions of people begin to ¥y dAll
move. And yet, there 1s one

who 1s above him.




8.Just as the Emperor uses
the citizens for his selfish

purposes, God uses the COV) Caniddl gkl 138 adads )
Emperor for His good o .
purposes. The Messiah is to be Lae 5 gall il (b o g Lgiialasd

born 1n Bethlehem, 1n the city OTJ degiaelise e ol ol janally

e 1Alal 1 AEAY 5 () a1 Jls 58

of David, as the prophets have

foretold. And so God snaps his | Jy el Clie iy ¥ caxaall (3 )kall
fingers, and the Emperor

devises a census. Millions set Al e 12 gsS La
out, and the Messiah Jesus

from Nazareth 1s born in

Bethlehem.




9.As 1t 1s with us, why one
dictator starts a war, another
oppresses his citizens, and
we must leave our country,
and what all this 1s for, we do
not know and cannot
understand right now. But
we believe: there 1s one who
stands above the dictator,
and He has the final word.
God knows what He 1s doing,
and He means well with us;
we are 1n His hands.
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10.What can we, what should we

do, when a current dictatorship
forces us to set out on a journey,
for example, to flee our country?
First, we must accept the situation
that arises, such as living as a
refugee, endure it, and endure 1t
while hoping for God’s justice.

Jesus 1s our example in this:
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11."He was 1nsulted, but He did not return @M‘ u\A ;\_\uy‘ \AJJ J931 1
it. He suffered, but He did not threaten to o j‘i ‘\-UJA Ceéj Ca @ Al g

retaliate. Rather, He entrusted Himself to GG@JY‘ AC jj\ Y dﬁaﬂ 9

the righteous judge." (1 Peter 2:23) J.A‘ J.saAsj\ PRre—t ub Aﬂ\
Enduring the difficult situation patiently. 539 ad e a8 celianll

The first letter of Peter also says: "For a @u ¢Sl uj\ u\.s'b M LA‘Q
little while, you must suffer. Then God will 9 WS Al ) il

restore you and make you strong, give you
power, and support you. To Him belongs
the power forever and ever." (1 Peter

5:10cde)




12.Jesus strengthens us on the difficult e@JJ )Y c\.;.aa\ \AJ\A; é j1 )
path, gives us strength and support. He K\PN j\ (2 g J;J\ \m \J\.A] AR

holds everything in His hands. He, the J‘ ‘ﬁ@}’-‘“ g’\SAj‘ UA"“ ﬁjh
treasure of our lives, weeps with those u\i‘ﬁ‘ ‘JJJ LA‘“ Jm oLl
djﬂ&)‘ u\Muu\.mY\ Uﬁ

wﬁ‘ Q_\A\.o.a ‘U‘ 9 ¢ cl.qaj‘

AL s Lega 5,881

who weep and lovingly wraps His arms
around them. Paul says: "But we have
this treasure 1n jars of clay." (2

Corinthians 4:7a) And so, where we are

walking difficult paths, Jesus' help often

manifests as Paul describes it:




13."We are pressed on every side, but
we are not crushed. We are perplexed,
but we do not despair. We are
persecuted, but we are not abandoned.
We are struck down, but we are not
destroyed." (2 Corinthians 4:8) We are

walking with Jesus.
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14.What is also important 1s how we
treat each other. The first letter of Peter
gives good advice: "Be of one mind,
compassionate, loving to one another,
merciful, and humble ... Bless one

another." (1 Peter 3:8bc.9b)
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place of blessing and prayer. A place i ?‘;. A1 ?‘;j\'“\"; jj ‘jjj

and a community where Jesus is in our o . S‘j

15.In the Kreuzkirche, we want to be

such a community and such a place: a

midst and strengthens us 1n body and
soul. On the way over mountains and
valleys, we endure much 1n hope 1n
God. We believe: Jesus 1s with us. Thus,
we experience small miracles and good

fellowship time and again.




16.But difficult situations also call for UJJ-L’M @ JJ-U“ & S = j1 6
dSQAM Al i 38 el

active engagement, and we want to make

the best of them. What we can do, we want U\'J G Y Sl “—‘LSAM
L_LAJ Y \A.\Sj CJ\AAJ Jﬂj d;_uu

Wit callad ol ol a8y bl I
Las g (S 5 yie Ll

to do. David from the Old Testament says:
"Blessed be the Lord, my rock, who
teaches my hands to fight." (Psalm 144:1a)
And Paul asks his fellow Christians: "I
urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirtit,
to join me 1n the struggle." (Romans

15:30abc)




17.And so we fight: for our future and the
well-being of our families, for freedom and
justice 1n the world, and for the way of
faith: that people find the way to Jesus and
become strong in faith in Him. Mary and
Joseph, on the command of Emperor
Augustus, on the difficult road from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. We, too, are often
on difficult and perhaps even involuntary

paths.
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18.But we are not alone: Jesus goes
with us. He helps us bear the heavy
burdens and constantly gives us new
courage. He also gives us His blessing
in small doses. He helps us not to
become hard-hearted but humble and
loving. He gives us the strength to fight.
Thus, not only do Mary and Joseph
reach Bethlehem, but also we will reach

our destination. Amen!
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Communion Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus Christ,

we thank you that we may celebrate the
Lord's Supper with you today. Thank you
for being there for us not only in your
word, not only in the faith we have in our
hearts, but also in the wafer we eat and the
grape juice we drink. Thank you for being
close to us in the Lord's Supper and for
forgiving us all our sins. Thank you for
being close to us in the Lord's Supper and
for comforting us and giving us new
strength. Thank you for being close to us in
the Lord's Supper and for giving us
fellowship with one another. , even when we
cannot touch one another. So come to us,
Lord Jesus Christ, we await you in the
bread of life, in the cup of salvation, in your
body and blood. Amen!
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23.For 1 received from the Lord
Himself that [instruction] which 1
passed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night in which He was betrayed
took bread;

24.and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, “This is
(represents)My body, which is [offered
as a sacrifice] for you. Do this in
[affectionate] remembrance of Me.”

25.In the same way, after supper He
took the cup, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant [ratified and
established] in My blood; do this, as
often as you drink it, in [affectionate]
remembrance of Me.”
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