Introduction of Revelation 7 on 9/17/23

At “Adventure Faith” we will be dealing
with the “Revelation of John” In
September. In a vision, John looks Into
heaven and sees Christians who were
persecuted and killed on earth because
of their faith living and standing before
the throne of God. The sermon is about
this Bible text and the question of how
we live as Christians here on earth, how
we fight for a better life by believing Iin
Jesus. We hear the reading from
Revelation 7. Shayan reads what the
seer John says to the churches, | read
what the saved in heaven, the angels and
the elders in heaven say to John.
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9.After these things | looked, and
this is what | saw: a vast multitude
which no one could count, [gathered]
from every nation and from all the
tribes and peoples and languages [of
the earth], standing before the
throne and before the Lamb
(Christ), dressed in white robes, with
palm branches in their hands;

10.and In a loud voice they cried out,
saying, “Salvation [belongs] to our
God who Is seated on the throne, and
to the Lamb [our salvation is the
Trinity’s to give, and to God the
Trinity we owe our deliverance].”
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11.And all the angels were 3 K18 8 (Kl 8 4 911

standing around the throne . AR
and around the [twenty- 3 U‘Jﬁ, 3 81a 8 9 Cual

four] elders and the four 2§ ¢aliew) odd ) 3 9 94 J‘-GA.:

living creatures; and they fell | 3 5 g cid sl 3 dal

to their faces before the foo X A
throne and worshiped God, = BREN 4‘4‘-64 O

12.saying,“Amen! Blessing (0 S
and glory and majesty and ULUM'C)MB) 1i€19

wisdom and thanksgiving
and honor and power and 3 b g S AL EN

might belong to our God 1A u*UU* 3 Hﬁﬁ 3 ebs‘
forever and ever. Amen.” WOl 2 Bl ) ) La




13.Then one of the elders o AR &
responded, saying to me, “These Jo s 4-;“" ° 13

who are dressed in the long 61 AS Glalyy s e (e
white robes-_who are they, and ) g ANLS A3 1 o A A
from Where d-ld they come?” «S A3 4] lag
14.1 said to him, “My lord, you 3

know [the answer].” And he said S0 Gy adla Q14

to me, “These are the people oA s
who come out of the great 1S ) 5 oI ¢ 0

tribulation (persecution), and Glds ) 4S alilus Gled (Ll

they have washed their robes A, o AllALEaE o adae
and made them white in the ﬁf - fj . e j 3 .
blood of the Lamb [because of ~ [| & =" 08 Q5 22 10 =0~

His atoning sacrifice]. A10d S ALl




15.For this reason, they are [standing] DA OLhyAS Cug y ol ) a8 15

before the throne of God; and they e R P
serve Him [in worship] day and night SRUSTE LRIy L

in His temple; and He who sits on the Ol 96l oo Ciadd (s )

throne will spread His tabernacle over L N IR T PR AL &
them and shelter and protect them Q=1 10 =98 AR (Ol

[with His presence]. ) S
16.They will hunger no longer, nor Seda A Al A S B A Sl 916
thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat Ol JQJ 9ol 8 aia) A0 4iEs K A

ﬂgz\;\{p on them, nor any [scorching] A5 ged L ) A (ldn g du Lk ga

17.for the Lamb who Is in the center of i J&J O s
the throne will be their Shepherd, and § QW Olad SAS 38 e 3) 0 0 4S) 10317

He will guide them to springs of the T oelddada 4n )y ) acd an A o8
waters of life; and God will wipe every J:§ & 43 li.a.:\ u. 5 y ,i
tear from their eyes [giving them 623 A 14a g, > S ot

eternal comfort].” (oA b 2R 6A u‘d‘ J‘ 5 u-*-‘-“‘




Sermon for 17 September 2023 on 17-7:9 2,84 33 17/9/23 4xhad
Revelation 7,9-17 ..
! s daala
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1. The dead live in heaven, and we . P :
live and struggle here on earth. R I PSR S0 G s 90 ) A

Orthodox Christians have a (Al (bl (S0 ) Glagua i
special sense that the dead and : L) 3 48 (S 5 83 50 48 23
those living here belong together | 43 .13 (i (puwss 4y MIS 1a 803
in Jesus. They say: ""The deceased, P (Sujds ABa e tah 8 e
whose lives are hidden in Christ, ) O] (lalS o) gy pmina
form the Church in heaven. They [ s Alga claadS 43l aiad e JuSES
belong to the universal and eternal § 1 ¢ ¢iS) AS leadS A< &3 jla 3lad o)
Church_, of which th_e Church now B iy sa cCud 0 lua 551; A ) 68
struggling on earth is but a very Cad O ) S sS sh
small part.




2. When we pronounce the QR4 )y s ol 84 2
name of Jesus, we are inwardly | AS JluS 4ad L @59 )2 can )l
united to all who belong to slenlS dlaa ) cdij Gl s 4
Jesus, including the church In i Ua i Sl ) 0 g
heaven.' John looks into this PR pa iy B |
heavenly world. The Holy

Spirit opens for him a window
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Into eternity. John sees: People i o Uag L BLR (0 ) s

from all nations and tongues, B gLl sl 8 Aad J) pad
deceased Christians, killed on | - Obiban) JBIA 43 <03 50 (lauss
earth for their faith, standing [| 4k U3 cdigd e 40dS () 594
in white robes before Jesus and J| 148 CAS g e gl g2 9 Ll 5WA
the throne of God. A sl




3. Their garments have been
washed clean in the blood of
Jesus. God pitches his protective
tent over them. Jesus, their
shepherd, leads them to the
springs of living water. God
wipes all tears from their eyes.

Comforting and wonderful is
this image given to John of the
heavenly life of God's children.
When life here on earth became
friendlier in the last centuries,
people also made different
Images of paradise.
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4. Children who died early, [z.s) ¢l odaay)4s SN2 4
married couples who were a2t L e As alia gl
separated by death, will CBMLa i o b ga <Al s
et again I heaven and b | sais gt a5 a1
beapLFl)t};'ful nature, in eterjni}[/y o e 2 o T
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Christ's garden will outshine
all earthly beauty. Here we R i i
enjoy love, friendship, ‘e J),"‘ L Jf ;‘*‘“Jf T
fulfilling moments - in et Sl g el ¢ s
paradise everything will be e N el s
even more wonderful. Ag A eA ST el




5. Athelsts have always said: the
hope of Christians for paradise
after death puts poor and
suffering people off to the
hereafter. Therefore, these
people will not fight for the
Improvement of their life

situation. | believe the opposite
Is true. The hope of paradise Is a
real consolation when we suffer
here. This hope gives us
courage, confidence and dignity.
It gives us the strength to fight
for a better life here.
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6. How does our life here on S5 ) yala ‘_,3455 Mﬁe .6
earth differ from the children S 1A ol 8 Sai L e
of God who are already living ‘Jﬁswu&ﬁj SalS ) oh Ay g

In perfection in heaven? We )kl Le $39d oa Aalie
suffer here and we believe. Ca 4

Sometimes serious illnesses L cldg) RS, as )l Ol g a2
torment us or people close to s b skl (lasaa s ) SCIRT

us. Or we are paralyzed, for Yo O 3 Mia by a0 g ot R

example in old age, and cannot JEca atl) g5 ol g an g oo geld
move Independently. Maybe we s Ohag o La il eus &S A

were persecuted In our )y Kb L ?“QJS 8 cad) g )

homeland or experienced war. Tle e Bl asd i A
Our lives were In danger when Alads JAL £ ij J“I

we fled.




/. We suffer when we have
experienced trauma and our lives
are not progressing. In our
distress, we cry out to God. We
seek the closeness of Jesus. Faith
becomes very important to us
where everything else threatens
to break down. And we make an

experience that the apostle Paul

also made: ""We do not let our
courage sink. Even when our
outward strength is consumed,
Inwardly we receive new strength
day by day." (2 Corinthians
4:16)
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8. Jesus comes close to us,
especially in times of need. We
feel: He Is at our side.
Strengthened, we continue on
our way. And already
experience something of what
IS promised to us for eternity:

"God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes."
(Revelation 7:17c) How does
our life here on earth differ
from that of God's children in
heaven? We struggle and we
believe.
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9. Here, many things do not just
fall to us. We are challenged to bear
our illness with discipline and
patience and to do everything to get
well again. We have to try very
hard to learn the German

language, to pass exams, to get the
education for a profession, to

practice our profession well. It is an
arduous path from the “Duldung”
(preliminary permission to stay in
the country) to the residence title to
German citizenship. We have to
endure disappointments and
overcome obstacles along the way:.
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10. Sometimes we are tired of
fighting. But then we
experience an inner strength
with which we remain upright
even In struggles. Just as Paul
experienced: ""We are under
pressure from all sides, but we

are not crushed. We are
perplexed, but we do not
despair. ... We are thrown to the
ground, but we do not perish."
(2 Corinthians 4:8, 9b) This
power of Jesus, the power of
heaven Is with us.
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11. How do we live as Christians
here on earth in contrast to our
brothers and sisters in heaven?
We live our daily lives and we
believe. In the morning the alarm
clock rings, we have to get up,
even If we are still tired. Hour
after hour we deliver packages or
nelp old people in the nursing
nome. Our baby cries, we pick
nim up and give him a bottle. We
cook for our family or friends and
eat together. We rest and in the
evening we go to bed tired from
the day.

O e S e e il 11
SO BAA G s90) 2 Ll
TariS o Sai) i 3268 ol alsa
sl asA e ey SN L
U (a0 e A e Sl S LAl
A cangd ally a6d sl abiba g
Wy Sl Az Sl anidlly Al 50
ROl A b aad e figad
La Ay .ﬁSwMQ‘MMLQM‘U&
Al § o)l a1 9) (A padg S
Lod) gild ()0 ek e gl da )y aad
\Sﬁehgjﬁﬁw&qu\ngﬁujd
HaE g S o dal du) a8 e
P90 (0 ISR A g ) Aaa




12. Our daily life 1s not
something besides faith. Our
everyday life Is often just sober
and like that of all people, but
we ask for God's blessing in it
and thank God for His help
even in small everyday things.

In our profession, in our family
we serve other people and In
that we serve God. How we
treat our partner, our children,
our friends and how we do our
work shows something of our
faith, of our love.
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13. How do we live as 23 A (s A La 433?6,, 13
Christians in this world in 03 1A & gSda DA 1 g ()

contrast to the Kingdom of laal e ©asl ALY
God in eternity? We believe O *SL;: U‘S J = \.4
and fight for a better world. As T N XU K (=)
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14. We stand up for a world In
which people who are weaker
than others have a protective
tent over them. We advocate
for a world where people do
not suffer from hunger or
thirst, sun and scorching heat

torment them (cf. Revelation
7:15d,16). So we fight for a
world in which it is already a
little like heaven. We will only
succeed a little at a time, but It
IS worth It.
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15. We live here differently Olbawa ) <glaia La lady) j2 .15
than the Christians in the 918 Ll s o Sai Jlas )
consummation. They look at NRlads Ja e niy )y s

God and deus whileherewe | “agt il gl 94 o
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words, while our heavenly 3 QIR AS e O3 S (5
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already standing before Him. ot G ) dbe Le A ol
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heaven before the throne of Al aeag
God and the Lamb.




16. We celebrate the Lord's Supper
and receive ""Christ's blood, shed
for you"'. The blood of Jesus that
makes the robes of our brothers
and sisters white in heaven. They
are different worlds, the perfected
children of God in heaven and us.
We here In this life suffer, we

struggle, we have our daily lives,
we stand up for a better world and
faith. It is the same Jesus, the same
Father, who unites the heavenly
and earthly children of God and
makes us live blessedly here as
well. Amen!
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