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Introduction 17 May 2026

1 Three days ago we celebrated the
holiday of Ascension Day. Today, on
the Sunday afterward, we will hear
the reading from the Book of Acts
about Jesus’ ascension presented as
a pantomime. Luke, the author of the
Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts,

tells us what happened in Jerusalem
forty days after Easter. In this
account, we also look ahead to
Pentecost ten days later, when the
disciples were filled with the Holy
Spirit.
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2 An angel points to the return of
Jesus to the earth at the end of world
history. We will then hear a reading
from the Letter to the Ephesians.
There too we are reminded of Jesus’
ascension and that Jesusis Lord - in
the world, in the church, and in the

life of each Christian. Pastor Weber
will explain in the sermon what this
means for us as he preaches on this
passage from Ephesians.
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Acts 1:1-12

1 In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote
about all that Jesus did and taught
from the beginning

2 until the day when he was taken up
to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen.

3 After his suffering he presented
himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them
during forty days and speaking about
the kingdom of God.
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4 While staying with them, he
ordered them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for
the promise of the Father.
“This,” he said, “is what you
have heard from me;

5 for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit not many days
from now.”
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6 So when they had come together,
they asked him, “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?”

7 He replied, “Itis not for you to
know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority.
8 But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnhesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”
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9 When he had said this, as
they were watching, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight.

10 While he was going and

they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men
In white robes stood by
them.
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11 They said, “Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

12 Then they returned to
Jerusalem from the mount
called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s
journey away.
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Ephesians 1:18-23

18 | pray that the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened, so that
you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints,

19 and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who
believe, according to the working
of his great power.
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20 God put this power to
work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places,
21 far above all rule and
authority and power and
dominion, and above every
name thatis named, not
only in this age but also Iin
the age to come.
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22 And he has put all things
under his feet and has made
him the head over all things
for the church,

23 which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all
in all.
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Sermon 17 May 2026, Ephesians 1:18-23
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Dear congregation,

1“God raised Jesus from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in
heaven. There he reigns above all
powers and authorities, forces and
dominions.” (Ephesians 1:20b-21a)
Jesus reigns as King. That is the
message of His Ascension and His
enthronement at the right hand of
God the Father. Jesus is Lord - what
does that mean with regard to
politics, for the church, and for
each individual person?
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2 Politics is a profound and difficult
matter. In democraciesitis
complicated. Decisions are only
reached after long negotiations.
Direct successes are rarely visible.
In dictatorships, unlike
democracies, the focus is not on
the good of the people, but on the
welfare of the ruling clique, its
power, and its wealth. “Jesus
reigns high above powers and
authorities” (Ephesians 1:21a).
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3 But where is He, ask Iranians who
still suffer under the Revolutionary
Guard. Where is Jesus, ask
Ukrainians when Russian drones
kill and injure their fellow citizens?
Where is He, ask Kurdish and
Christian Syrians and Afghan
women under the terror of the
Taliban? Jesus is Lord - but His
reign is still hidden. Even now
Jesus often allows the dictators of
this world to continue - even
though their power is only
temporary.
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4 But Jesus is there and says to
those who suffer under the rule
of evil masters: “l am the Lord. |
am more powerful than those
who oppress you. Trustin me in
the trenches at the front, in the
prisons for opponents of the
regime, in the slums.
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5| am there for you. With me
you can resist the power that
evil rulers seek to hold over
your soul. | love you and | will
lead you out of this misery.
Trust me: the dictators of this
world will end up on the
garbage heap of history, but | sit
at the right hand of God for all
eternity.”
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6 For me, living in Germany in
relative safety, it gives me
courage in regard to politics
that Jesus is Lord. Many dark
clouds can be seen on the
political horizon. But Jesus
holds everything in His hands
and will bring it to a good end -
through many difficulties along
the way.
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7 “God placed all things under
Jesus’ feet and appointed him head
over the whole church. ltis his
body.” (Ephesians 1:22-23a) The
church, the fellowship of
Christians, is something
wonderful: the body of Christ, and
Jesus is the head of this body.
Church is many things - a place
where one meets people from
one’s own country and is not alone.
Church also means structures
such as church districts and
regional churches.
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8 Church also consists of traditions
and cultural expressions of faith that
give people security. But above all,
church is Jesus, who calls us and
unites us into a congregation, who
sends us out and blesses us. The
church lives because it trusts in Jesus
- He is its head, its Lord, its shepherd.
When | worry about the future of the
Kreuzkirche and when | become
annoyed with others in the church, it
encourages me that Jesus is the Lord
of the church.
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9 In the end, Jesus shows the way -
and | trust Him regarding the future
of our Kreuzkirche congregation.
Jesus is Lord. This is also true for
my own life. Jesus is my Lord.
Some people have fears and
concerns about this word “Lord”.
They say: “For so long others have
controlled me. Now | want to be
free and determine my own path.”
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10 | believe that Jesus does not
want to oppress me or force me
into something | do not want. He
helps me to truly be myself and
to become free from other
problematic influences such as:
“How do | appear in the eyes of
others?” Jesus’ lordship does not
stand against my freedom, self-
determination, or personal
responsibility. Jesus helps me
find my own path and do what
lies within my responsibility.
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11 Jesus is a gentle Lord. He is
my shepherd who cares for me
and shows me the way. He is my
best friend who always stands at
my side, to whom | can entrust
everything, who gives me good
advice. Jesus is my Lord. He
gives me security. | know to
whom | belong. | know who helps
me when | am in need. | know
where | am at home. | know who
gives me protection and warmth.
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12 This security in Jesus calms
me in this life and reaches far
beyond this life: “You should
recognize the riches of the
glorious inheritance he has for
his saints.” (Ephesians 1:18c)
The security we have in Jesus
will never end and one day it will
be even more beautiful thanitis
today.
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13 Jesus is my Lord. He gives me
security. And He gives me hope.
“You should know the hope
connected with your calling.”
(Ephesians 1:18b) Christians are
people of hope. With this Lord, |
always have hope. For He opens
paths that | cannot yet see, He
goes ahead of me and prepares
the way for me.
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14 He is stronger than all
darkness, and with Him | walk
hopefully through the dark valley
toward the light. Jesus is my
Lord. He gives me security. He
gives me hope. And through Him
| receive strength. “You should
understand the immeasurably
great power he exercises in us
who believe. It corresponds to
the mighty strength with which
he accomplishes his work.”
(Ephesians 1:19)
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15 We often lack strength. We
often feel powerless and weak.
But Jesus is there - also with His
power and energy. With this
strength He fills us and gives us
courage. This does not turn us
into Superman or Superwoman.
But Jesus, with His strength, is
with us. Through Him we receive
the strength we need.
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16 Jesusis my Lord. In Him | am
secure. With Him | am hopeful.

Through Him | find strength. And:

Jesus reorients my will. | do not
simply want to gain advantages
for myself and only have fun in
life. | enjoy my life secure in
Jesus, and | want to serve Him
and other people.
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17 That gives me joy, even when
it comes with challenges. | also
do not want to carry around all
my old mistakes and bad habits
forever. With Jesus | want to
examine and renew my patterns
of behavior and habits and bring
them onto a good path.
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18 Ascension Day. Jesus is
Lord. The powerful people of
this earth do not have the final
word. Above them is Jesus. He
helps us when we suffer under
the rule of these powerful
people. Even in church and

congregation, things are often
all too human.
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19 But in all this human
weakness, Jesus is Lord and,
as the good shepherd, leads
His flock on a good path. Jesus
iIs my Lord; | am free and
secure, | have hope and
strength and the will to change
many things. Jesus is Lord -
this is good news for our lives!
Amen!
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