John 10

1. ‘1 am the good shephevd. The good
shepherd gives his life for the sheep.
12. The hired man is not the shephewi

and does not own the sheep. So when the

hired man sees the wolf coming, he

leaves the sheep and runs away. Then
the wo bC attacks the ﬂock and scatters it.

13. The man runs away because he is a

hired man. He does not care about the

slneep.




14. 1 am the good shepherd. 1 know my

sheep, and my Sheep 'KVLOW me.

15. They know me just as the Father
knows me and 1 know the Father. And 1
give my l'gfe for the sheep.
16. 1 have other sheep that do not
belong to this sheepfo ld. 1 must Ioving
them in too. They also will listen to my

voice. Then there will be one ﬂock and
one shep herd.
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27. My sheep listen to my voice. |
know them, and they foﬂow me.

28. | give them eternal l'gfe, and t’ney

will never die. No one will steal them

out of my hand.

29. My Father, who has given them
to me, s greater than anyone. No
one can steal them out of my
Father’s hand. 30.1and the Father

are one.’




THE GOOD SHEPHERD IN MY | 19 4 2026 — i o gl o 1

1.Jesus, my good shepherd, takes 1
good care of me. I was born in } J
Germany 1n 1960 and have Sl N G s ct\aaj\ L;\) YCan

experienced prosperity, freedom, e 1L Fae. LU 5 1960 Sk
peace, and security throughout @t Jlsk 5 <l S 1960,

my life so far - an incredible — obely r\)u 9 dy oy ol 3 oJ g

privilege in our world. I have L -l el Ll Ll 1
loving parents who encouraged 0= U “dﬁ L.ﬁ“d ' S J‘g B RE )

and supported my sister and me. )\i;\ gf\ kel llas g \'f\j @’\ s>

I am free to choose my own path

in life. Jesus 1s my good & b 5 Cals ol 3 UQ’JL
shepherd. .é\.,aﬁ\




2. Jesus, my good shepherd, takes
good care of me. After a longer
period of searching, I studied
theology. There I found a firm yet
life-affirming sense of direction. I
was trained for a meaningful and
engaging profession. I am able to
speak about God, share the teachings

of the Bible with others, and pray
with them. I am also allowed to be a
shepherd for the congregation. Jesus
1s my good shepherd.
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3.  Jesus, my good shepherd, takes
good care of me. I became the father
of two daughters. When they were
still young, I was also a stay-at-home
dad for two years. Being a father 1s a
wonderful calling. I have experienced
many beautiful moments with my
daughters. It 1s also a joy to have
adult children now, and even
grandchildren. I am very grateful for
this. Jesus 1s my good shepherd.
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4.  Jesus, my good shepherd, takes
good care of me. After a personal
crisis, I met Anette. Since then, we
have walked through life together as a
married couple. We experience many
beautiful things and stand by each
other when life becomes difficult. We
live out our faith and church life

together. We look forward to the time

ahead of us. Jesus 1s my good
shepherd.
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5.  Jesus, my good shepherd, takes
good care of me. Ten years ago, I was
diagnosed with cancer. Four months
were very difficult, but then the
cancer was overcome, and things
gradually improved. I experienced
God’s healing and strengthening
power. Many people - above all

Anette - stood by me and helped me
during that time. Over time, [ became
completely healthy again. Jesus 1s my
good shepherd.
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6. Jesus, my good shepherd,
takes good care of me. In my work
as a pastor, there are many
wonderful services, discussion
groups, and encounters. The
highlight of my professional life 1s
the international congregation of

the Kreuzkirche.
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7.  Meeting younger adults who
find strength and support in the
Christian faith amid the challenges of
their lives, and strengthening them 1n
their faith, 1s a wonderful task for a
pastor. It challenges me and
strengthens me to continue
developing our congregation and to
support many migrants. Jesus 1s my
good shepherd. Amen!
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Dear congregation, ¢ e }d\ @\J.c\

. I came to the Christian faith , L 4 a s )
- S g (A (2 Aa )
through a crisis. It was 45 years ago. U\S { Lu‘)f\ LA\
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just world for everyone? Suddenly, the I

“limits to growth” became clear.




2. What we now call climate change 2
was something many people began to idg ”t\id\ ),)5:3“ A jg.]\ ALauu La
sense for the first time back then. In the A ) 9y U“UJ\ (R )-\ASM

conflict between NATO in the West and &‘ )-héj‘ ‘34 LS ‘-5‘34‘ ® A d jy
communism 1n the East, a nuclear war Lﬁ L;“J'Ly‘ ‘-—“‘“‘“‘ —als o
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my direction 1n life.




3. Which 1dea do I want to follow 1n
my life? What will sustain me even in
difficult times? What cause do I want to
serve 1n my profession? I rediscovered
the Christian faith. Above us is God. He
is Lord over life and death. Even after

death, I will still be with Him in life.
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4, Years later, I went through a : 4

personal crisis. I prayed with a completely dq J\.J - oA ¢l g A=
new intensity - out loud and even 1n tears. 49, J..Lu \.G_u; L_L\L.a w
To my amazement, I experienced how God \J\JA‘ S d\-‘: & = (drac FR-NEREN

answered my prayers. He said yes to my @JJS UJ‘ ) ‘\MJJ c«\SJJ\ -

requests and helped me. At times, He did U\S h\_\;\ u—“ju Al il
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and deeper.




5. Ten years ago, conflicts arose S

here in the Kreuzkirche about the QLA oo ¢l gius e L—Lﬂ
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direction of the congregation. Some

wanted to continue as a traditional

advocated as a pastor for opening Cj) A g0 Lald e sl
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6. At that time, I was often .6

criticized. With determination and (o ) Cua jal (28 ) "ﬂh T
cadledl Jaadl DA u.A S claleisy)

prayer, I fought for a church made up of T d}\ e AR ) s

both German and international O sl g Ll sl

Christians. With the help of the Holy | ¢<ld (8 Liaad ¢ sl & 5 ) sac Luas
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Spirit, we prevailed, and the
Kreuzkirche became the international

congregation that we are today.




7. In recent months, as a
congregation, we have worked hard for
the extension of my ministry as pastor.
Sometimes you win what you fight for,
and sometimes you lose. Regarding the
extension of my ministry, others
prevailed this time. We are disappointed

and upset about this.
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8. As Christians, we do not need to
dwell long on anger toward others.
Above all human yes and no stands God
with His yes and no. It 1s difficult for
me to accept a “no” from other people.
But I can accept a “no” from God. For I
believe what Martin Luther said: “If
what we want does not happen, then

what happens is better.”
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9. I do not yet know what will

come. But I believe that God makes no

@Aﬁ umtgﬂ\umu)c\y

mistakes, and that even from bad human u\ < oty a4 Y LS‘LM N u\ O j\

decisions, God brings about good. In the Ay i ol OV 8 e (S pall C. JAA

crises and conflicts I have experienced,

[ have come to know Jesus, the “Master
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flight, also have Jesus as the Master of




10.  We call on Him when we are 1n
need. We experience how powerfully
and healingly He helps. We also
experience that Jesus stands by us even
when He does not grant our requests.
Then He allows us to find new strength
in Him, gives us power, and the hope
that with His help we will still find a

good path.
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11.  The Master of crises 1n the struggles 11

of our lives has also resolved our greatest

. . : c\_\A\_\;dJ\.’.AL:Aa_\\.AJY\ }uu
crisis: the crisis between us, mortal sinners, \_u_u ‘\-AJY\ \_u\.AJ\ )AS‘ \.;.cu\ &

and the eternal, holy God. Therefore, my ‘m\ gep u_um\ SO n
and your confession is what Paul says in e Y jaﬂ\
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himself for me.” In Jesus, I am loved,

accepted, made righteous; through Him, I




12.  Through Jesus, I am part of a great
community - here in the congregation and
in the worldwide church: “There 1s neither
Jew nor Greek, neither male nor female,
neither rich nor poor, for we are all one in
Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Christians here
and around the world are wonderfully
diverse in denominations and traditions,
with their different emphases of faith and

the rich variety of Christian cultures.
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13. Aslocals and migrants, as men
and women, as rich and poor, we have

different life experiences. With Jesus,

these differences do not matter. To Him,

we are all equally beloved. With Jesus,
there are no privileges for some over
others. He died for all of us, and

therefore we are all equal.
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14.  The first Christians lived this
way: 1n the church, we are all one -
Jews and Romans, men and women,
slaves and masters. Outside in the
world, however, strict hierarchies
prevailed: Romans ruled over Jews,
men over women, masters over slaves.

For many centuries, Christians accepted

these structures of hierarchy as God-

given.
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15. About 250 years ago, Christians 15

began to ask: if we are all one in Jesus
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some nations rule over others? Why ¢ (32 sludia g &}“‘4 @ KENPREVEN
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16. People of all nations, whether

locals or migrants, have the right to

M‘ LJ-M U-Au\s ¢\}u cu\.uu\ dﬁ

freedom and self-determination. Men
RS “ﬁ)ﬂ‘ 3 all o) oalea sl
and women are equal. The world should )9 j\ G e \ 5 L_“A )j\ o :}\

become more just; in democracy, the @J\-’J‘ o= u\ (9 )SAJ\

poor and the wealthy should have equal s MLUMJ‘ Lﬁﬁ Yac )-‘S‘

dﬁm g\_u.c‘j\j ;‘)SSM EAJJU‘
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our world.
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17. Today, we are once again living
in a time of crisis. The spirit of the age
1s currently moving in a different
direction from Galatians 3:28 - “there 1s
neither Jew nor Greek.” Wars are
Increasing, as 1s violence against
women and sexual minorities, and
dictators and the super-rich feel quite

secure at the moment.
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18.  But God still reigns above all, and
those who increase the suffering of others
through their selfishness will have to bear
the consequences. In the crises of this
world, under which many of you suffer,
Jesus, the Master of crises, 1s present. He 1s
there when prosperity, a stable climate,
peace, and freedom become more fragile -
even in Germany. He 1s there when you are

in a personal crisis.
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19. In our crises, Jesus 1s the Master. 19

Therefore, I am not afraid, even if the

world is currently not on a good path 3 djj ng\m‘ e &}“‘“ ‘u\")‘ uﬁ

‘j @; GQJ\A‘
and our congregation is in a difficult culS ol g @; PR YN |5, 3 yh

transition. God reigns, Jesus, the Master _‘\A,M ‘U,J\&A\ ARR Doy JAA \AA.D\.AA

of crises, is there for us, and the Holy L & gad g ‘ESM Lﬁj‘ B A
dmwg.d\cj)nj ‘uuouxJ\
UAA‘ u.u.u.d‘j ‘\.uad\.ud‘

Spirit 1s quietly at work. In this I trust,

even at the age of 66. Amen!
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