1. Today we are looking at the u-d}uuj‘ S S a gl gl 1

two most important apostles, N Canlas Y
Peter and Paul. These days are - s UU‘LM “ﬂ

the anniversary of their joint Sl I 5 cLagild 5 (5 S e\fﬁ‘
deaths and so we are de) )3 L,,A oY) LA@J.qp ujj Lagad

remembering the two different P RaTs Alasll & EaY 5yl s

apostles and their work: now In Lol iy Al 3280
a reading with pantomime and S 3 b

later in the sermon. Here in the s’“\" L uﬁ)"‘d‘ (U
church window on the far left we 2 e ¢Olran
see Peter, formerly called Simon,

In a yellow robe.




2. The man who was later
called Peter, a rock of the
church, was a fisherman by
trade. He had not caught any
fish during the night. When
Jesus tells him to cast his nets
again during the day, he only

does so because Jesus says so.
When they catch a huge
amount of fish, Peter Is
frightened. But Jesus says to
him: "'Don’'t be afraid! From
now on, you will be a fisher of
men!"" (Luke 5, 10cd)
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3. Peter is married. But he e 4l g 3ia e 3

repeatedly leaves his home to Sl 12 5 17w Al v
travel with Jesus and the & ﬁ, i é‘)iiﬁ‘f >
other disciples through the | 2= =2 Sesils s

villages and towns of Galilee d‘-f*-“ PLEMEN| “lj‘ﬁej 5 )
in northern Israel. Peter eld 3 oy dayag & iyl
witnesses how Jesus heals aadl) Al 4dle) ¢ (il & s

people and proclaims the R .
loving God with authority. (DB g e gy Gl

Over time, Peter becomes Saaiall Aliay s Cd.-*"‘

something of a spokesman a2 Ay
for the disciples.




4. In the stained glass window on | a8l & i<l 3280 & 4
the far right, we also see Peter Lo - K o)
and Jesus. The disciples were o T 3 LSJ"J Ol
alone on the boat in a stormy (5= PR 23l S S o B

sea. Jesus Is walking across the LS il ] Ll
lake. Peter has the courage to U= .S 5=

walk on the water like Jesus. But L.AM 3l e (A g

then he sees the wind and the e el dels SIL g y oy

waves and becomes afraid. He T S
begins to sink and Is scared to s 4 L5 e el

death. Then Jesus reaches out to | A& lu alad E‘}“y‘j C%.‘JJ‘
him and pulls him into the boat. & g s ‘,A _Qj_d\ O slA

Sl (s 5 0




5. Over the months, Peter and
the other disciples have already
experienced a lot with Jesus and
learned a lot from Him. Who Is
Jesus, who performs such
miracles and speaks of God In
such an incomparable way?
Peter says to Jesus: “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living
God.” (Matthew 16:16b) Finally,
Jesus goes with Peter and the
others to Jerusalem, where
Jesus' main opponents are.
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6. At the end of a dramatic week, | _all «.s slula & sl A3 4.6

Jesus Is arrested and L] L T
interrogated before the Jewish ¢ o0 3 T3 e ol

council. Peter ventures into the U‘“J—L‘* e -L.SJJ—@M u‘*—J%‘j‘

courtyard of the high priest's oy et ol ) Jeaa 1L
palace. Here he is asked three ") e SOLA Ja s Laay 43Kl

times: “Don't you beIOng {0 - <] ||?& S e i Q_j % “u

Jesus too?” But Peter Is very T T
afraid and says three times: “I S U5 1nad b s s u ha

do not know this man.” ."d?)l\ Aa cayel Y el a
(Matthew 26: 74c) When Peter &l ol Laa_ie -(GW Y '34)

realizes that he has denied Jesus § . - SN T sl
three times, he weeps profusely. > S )S‘A o \zj J:
SR e -




7. Jesus is crucified and dies. a2 ay Cilag & g a7

After 3 days, He rises from B e ) eV s e A sl
the dead and appears to T 2 5; ‘ q_i;d Lf'“ p cal
Peter and the other disciples. || =~ -2 =409 bl

40 days after Easter, Jesus igoaldll dae e L gy Gaan )l
ascends to heaven. And 50  Jazy cladl Al & guny 22 aa

days after Jesus’ (& g Al (e Ui g (prasad

resurrection, the Holy Spirit oyday e eadd CJJJ‘ J 3

comes upon Peter and the Nl S -
other disciples. Peter now Al Y u)"‘j‘ﬁ
proclaims the word of Jesus o Ole egpanatia deladg
with renewed energy and & o 4alS
courage.




8. He says to a paralytic in the
temple: "1 have neither gold nor
silver. But what | have | give
you; In the name of Jesus Christ
from Nazareth, get up and walk
around!"" (Acts 3:6) Peter not
only heals in the name of Jesus.

When the Jewish council wanted
to forbid him to speak of Jesus,
Peter resisted and said: “We
must obey God rather than
men.” (Acts 5, 29b)
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9. Saul, who was later called
Paul, was a strict Pharisee, born
In Asia Minor and trained In
Jewish teaching. He was one of
those who persecuted the young
Christians. On the way to
Damascus, he encounters the
resurrected Jesus In the
heavenly light. Saul falls to the
ground and can see nothing.
Everything changes for him
through this encounter with
Jesus. Saul becomes Paul.
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10. The Jewish law Is no
longer the center of his life,
but Jesus. "'God gave Jesus
to death because of our
transgressions. And he raised
him from the dead so that we
might be justified before

God." (Romans 4:25) In the
year 48 after Jesus' birth,
Peter and Paul and others
come together for a meeting
In Jerusalem. Paul and Peter
come to an agreement.
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11. Peter is the missionary to the
Jews, Paul Is the missionary to
the other nations. Paul
undertakes long missionary
journeys to Asia Minor and
Greece. He founds Christian
churches in the provincial

capitals. These churches in turn
founded further churches in the
smaller towns of the province.
His missionary journeys were
very dangerous.
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12. ""Three times | was
beaten with sticks by the
Romans, once stoned to
death. Three times | was
shipwrecked. One day and
one night | was adrift on the
open sea. ... | suffered

hunger and thirst, often |
had nothing to eat for days.
Without warm clothes, | was
defenceless against the cold."
(2 Corinthians 11:25, 27cde)
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13. Paul keeps in touch with
the churches he has founded
through letters. He answers
their questions and makes it
clear what Is Important in
believing In Jesus. "'So It IS
by God's grace alone that

people are accepted by God
as righteous. He gives It to
them on the basis of the
redemption that took place
through Jesus Christ."
(Romans 3:24)
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14. Many Christians find Paul's
letters so important that they
copy them over and over again.
This i1s how they ended up In the
New Testament and we still read
them today. Paul does not only
write his last letter to the

Romans. An adventurous voyage
by ship brought him to Rome,
the capital of the world at the
time, around the year 60 after
the birth of Jesus.
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15. Here the paths of e s Al e Cale Ly 15

Peter and Paul come S 8 Jal gall gdg g
together again. Itwas in - § , < sgda ol Jgf 285 sl
Rome that the first major Las) (o ol (3 sl

r lon of Christi oy | :
persecution ot Christians st sl ¥l 1ge b

In history took place at .
the hands of Emperor ol 55 e (e JS gl

Nero. Peter and Paul both U'“'“‘M alall (8 madll i 8
die as martyrs for Jesus in J e O gl e 22
64 AD. Their work in the S el deas 8 Laglee
service of Jesus remains

unforgotten.




Sermon for 22 June 2025 on Peter and Paul o gy ks e YY, N, Y0 ddic

Dear congregation, 1) 3eY) ) guant) Lgl

1. Peter and Paul are our most important ajaf—‘ﬁ\ UY;MJ Laa u-dﬁ) U-UL‘-‘ A

apostles. For us Christians, Peter and Paul are uﬂﬁj u-ULu ‘(_,)-‘-‘é-‘-hﬂ*‘*S & M\A
what Moses is for the Jews and Mohammad is DA g 3)&” (™ A ‘\-*\-W Lad

for the Muslims. They are our most important &}“‘-‘j UJ%-:‘ ?’M \-464‘ UM
: 3 T L
witnesses for Jesus. Peter and Paul are people alal.. Sl u\-'-“M uﬂ‘jﬁj u»u-Lu

without worldly power. Only with the word of o 4alS, eﬂ-’d‘ C‘Jh PYREEPIIR

A gall Caie Llaca UK L Ulle LogS
(sl el

Jesus and in His spirit did they change world
history. They never used violence, but were

often victims of state and religious violence.




2. Peter and Paul are different types O ¢l g s 2
of people. Peter is impulsive. He is (0 o _wUJ\ O O 1A

the first of the disciples to Cpdl) Al J ) S getia
spontaneously confess Jesus as the Cq..MS & gy Lgac | 58 yic
Messiah and just as impulsively K c)}@_d\ yall | judi g

denies Jesus on the eve of His (ol g0 Ll aulia duiie & g
crucifixion. Paul, on the other hand, —8 e 203 (s Al Lals e

acts thoughtfully. He develops a il da gl Jw\ poa g uu

strategy for missionary work in the o siall (o) Al (3
eastern Mediterranean and sticks to it lede Wl

tenaciously.




3. Peter Is a man who tends to
make decisions from the heart. He
also accepts suffering out of love
for Jesus. Paul, on the other hand,
IS more of a rational person. He
writes great letters and lays the
foundation for the Christian faith

of all times with his theology.
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4. Paul 1s single, he has no time for &‘ﬁ‘ LQ‘ C\AM ‘ej-d‘ > 4

dalid 4
love and family apart from the JAJ el G
2188 LS 5 bl el

gospel. Peter, on the other hand, Is o g &m w\ﬁléb
married, as we know from the Jill e () santia ¢y sl

Jesus movie. He faithfully follows | Zlisd (3 by &y e jsal\ F

Jesus and is the spokesman for the (LlaSLA) 8 amal) Lias,
LSS =a u.a.suj‘ \A.o..a:u ( LQSAJ

Osaiyy (pal) (Uil aaise JSI
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disciples - and he loves his wife.




5. Today, too, we need different types of e U“ Al Al uﬁ ﬁ}““ a5
g P LP"UJY‘} PRI | M\ @j co.J)uA

Christians. Men and women, young and e u ¥ ‘ ‘DA)M Cpa
old, poor and wealthy, spirited and quiet um.d\ - S M\ w\#\

people, Christians from the north and ‘JJﬁJ Aslla]l JALMJ\ @m j—d
oo Ygsme (ks 568 o

the south, the west and the east. We oo an y6S5 u‘j ¢ gell o Al )J\

need each other in our diversity and o erdll Al Sl e Yo e
complement each other. Only together JSE j-d\ A1) gell

J}@_\M GLQJ}@J(__LA‘UAU}\A.\M‘

can we form the whole community of ‘h S m‘ ‘uﬁd‘ (
people who belong to Jesus. aoeall




6. Jesus Is resurrected in the year 30 GUJJ.J,A e@ Jj-@—,.d‘ uSJ 6
after his birth, and in the year 48 after e MJJ M g

his birth, representatives of all the <_,La 9 Ladic _U D) j&;
Christian communities of the time come \.u\.d\ ‘_,,A YBRI| u‘M Qﬁj\.ﬂ\
together in Jerusalem to clarify u.lc \}\bﬁj Y4YY e‘.ﬁ:

unresolved issues. It Is decided: Peter Is f"@‘d‘ e.».'al\ cJ}@_A\ M\)S

responsible for the mission among the g\jJ B .LA;_J\ u_udd
Jews, Paul for the mission among the |

non-Jewish peoples.




/. Today, Christians of Jewish origin,
Messianic Jews, are a very small
minority among Christians. But the
Jews are our roots and we must not cut
ourselves off from our roots. When the
Nazis came to power in Germany In

1933 and incited against Jews,

unfortunately many church people also

joined In.
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8. Legend has it that in a church in eastern

Germany, the pastor called on all Jews to

leave the church. Then Jesus, hanging on

the cross, came down from the cross and
left the church. And if there had been
statues of Peter and Paul in the church,
they would have left the church too. Jesus
was Jewish, and so were Peter and Paul.
Without Jesus and his apostles of Jewish

origin, we are nothing.
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9. But on the other

hand, what would Ao La ‘&)ii daali e 0S5O

Christianity be without the Christians from | & pe Gusuwall 5 g Aasuiugll

the non-Jewish peoples who were first o ol Ll 5 agran (pall 3 sl
called together by Paul? A very small Cpaa (pa I\h 3 yaa “-‘;}“M

group! It's a good thing that Paul made sure le sl e A g Oi LAl
that Christians from the nations didn't have e o . i

to become Jews In

Christians. Christians come from all

cultures of the wor
Jesus with their cu

order to become | gasadd 443 gl 3liic | L_;\ e,;y\

o ) Ot O gnall | s
d and can believe In

Y g s callall CGLE
ture and in their culture. u. }[ .J ‘?J " u . &

No culture should
position.

have a dominant
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10. Peter for the Jewish Christians,

Paul for the Christians of the
nations. Applied to today, we can
say. the Jewish Christians of that
time are the Christians who grew
Into faith in Jesus from an early
age, In Germany, In Syria, In
Ukraine, in Africa, with the

specific flavour of their culture.
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11. The new Christians of today JJ‘ 3 sgall e O siapaall 11
are the new Christians who have ‘JJM Opall 22adl () saasall o

put aside their old religion and are s Lsanal g mal) agiun oo
oA (e g g Olaal e

new In their faith in Jesus. In some
dﬂ\ JJ;J\ UM‘ c@\j.d\
respects, the new Christians are 3aA )45\ \.,.44\ SSJ B A

less experienced, but also fresher o "l A" sl e
than the “old” Christians. We need MSJ\ & LegdS ) ‘\A\AA

both of them in the church and DAY Legia IS JaS
they complement each other.




12. The New Testament consists of the
Gospels, the accounts of Jesus' earthly
ministry, and the Epistles, the
testimonies of the work of the exalted
Jesus and the Holy Spirit among
Christians. Peter stands for the earthly

Jesus to whom the Gospels bear

witness. He lived with the earthly Jesus

and learned from Him through direct

contact.

O paad) agall & S5 12
&}uu YPRES ub\j)j c@ahy‘
u\J\.@_uj ch\.uJMj cé\_u.AJY\

z Al naall & g Jao

gl ‘@Aﬂ‘ &w u»uh

(e 4de eLUJ g;mﬁ?‘ & g
alal) Jelal) Jos




13. From Peter we learn to follow Jesus,

to orient ourselves in our lifestyle to
what Jesus said and did. Paul, on the
other hand, never got to know the
earthly Jesus. The exalted Jesus showed
Himself to him and called him to be an
apostle to the nations. And Paul lives

with the exalted but invisible Jesus day

by day.

L uua\ju\ﬁymj

& sy b (3l ald ¢l 0
}wcdu.us L,,_;.AJY\
5T

oled 5 4udi (e Aaadll

SNt e Y gan

JA.G u\.s U‘J CM‘

3y U gy (el 0 Glns ¢ slaie
P9




14. Paul lives from the same thing
that we also live from: that Jesus
stands by our side, strengthens and
supports us on good and bad days.
So we need both for our faith: the
earthly Jesus of the Gospels, whom
we follow, and the exalted Jesus of

the letters, who sustains us.

Lol L5 (50 iz 14
usqaj.uuu\ uuc\.u.uu
@ Las s el gy 5 (Ll
zlai (A gl juall g o) yudl
g s umyu@sun

S Ll & s s cAni
iiga oAl il




15. Peter and Paul are united by u-dﬁj u—ujm A0 15
the fact that they are both great u—*ﬂ)-*’-d‘ (J‘““‘ u-° \-464)54
confessors of Jesus. The disciples &}‘-‘“ 5-‘*“)“1\ JA‘ NS
tell Jesus who the people think He | T 5~ ‘-—“-“‘ 64 u»U‘ ‘ULJ S
is. Jesus asks his disciples: “And O 8 (a ‘&"”‘5 AT

"Q
who do you say that | am?” Peter ‘JJ‘ ‘U“JL‘ “—“Ab e @‘

"
IS the first person ever to answer: U*‘ G aall _g\.;\ A

_\o - A T T (I
“You are the Christ, the Son of the 1o Lqu) !.. (‘:i‘

living God!” (Matthew 16, 15+16)




16. And when the members of the
Jewish council interrogate the
apostles after the resurrection,
Peter says: "Jesus Christ and no
one else can save us. In all the
world God has made known no
other name by which we can find

salvation." (Acts 4:12)
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17 Paul also confesses Jesus: “I ‘\JLAJU u-nJ 93 8 )19‘ LS 17
live by faith in the Son of God, | (b OlarYL Lal Ll" [T s
who loved me and gave himself up Aund (’L-“‘J @A‘ Lﬁﬂ‘ Al
for me.” (Galatians 2, 20cd) And A ‘UL)‘-‘;) ) uhy

Paul makes it clear that we do not Lol L“‘ U'dﬁ G"ﬁﬁ (Y \

RS L;\ e Ll ) aals
regulations apart from Jesus in ‘-—“‘“J &}““ S 9 “-A-L”‘

order to be saved: “Christ has set RLEBBC C*““j‘ U“M‘
(\\ 10 4uladle)

nave to follow any other rules and

us free!” (Galatians 5:1a)




18. It Is good if we believe in Jesus and e (a5 U‘ | LA 18

o L B ST AT gra g ) AS ju amd
live with God's blessing and help. But in & gy A8 u-“SJ dalall u\gj\

times of need, what Jesus said to Paul is T S Aalay ul” * gl
enough: ““You need nothing more than ‘\:‘4\-‘3‘ u»y-uﬁ) RECL TR

\JSJQUAJ_LJJA;U\S(QQ VY

my grace.” (2 Corinthians 12:9b) Peter
v grace.~( ) 25 oY) g g (e

was particularly active during the time SR j}!\ Oy J.wd\ gl

of the earthly Jesus and in the first 20 Lﬁﬂ‘ ‘uﬂﬁ Ll )SMJ‘ M‘
288 ¢Ladla Y'Y Lc M\ (9.\49\

'\~520L5A\.cu.uom j‘éJ
converted in 32 AD, had his great time _u.g ia

between 45 and 60 AD.

years of young Christianity. Paul,




19. But in the end, Paul and Peter both u-U-L”j uﬂy @J‘ “\4\-6—‘3‘ gﬁ 19

meet in Rome, the capital of the world at d\m\ ?j\"d‘ daalc ‘L“JJ uﬁ
the time. They both die as martyrs for Jesus dﬁ‘ Ja &J““ d‘“‘“ Lﬁ ‘J@“"“‘J
in the first persecution of Christians in e La ) & UM e

G908 Al ) shal jel) age
"Gdsry ok 5 S3 ad el

Rome under the vicious Emperor Nero.

This 1s why we commemorate “Peter and “ il e . 3 Nt .
’ 40 S Gy Lagild 5 (5 SXS

Paul” as the day of their deaths. The o et e . -
oo St P Bt b o8 38 pSlall & (e yhay il
atican's St. Peter's Basilica was bullt over e

fiig cale 00 v L sa dia L lay
Peter's grave around 500 years ago, and 5 )_\3 Aie u_d yj A < y ..:':S

there IS a church dedicated to Paul at Paul's

grave.



20. The Catholic Church refers
primarily to Peter and sees the popes as
Peter's successors. The Protestant
churches are based more on Paul, who
proclaimed Jesus without any further
regulations to be observed. But Peter
and Paul belong together and all
Christian churches are based on both

apostles.
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21. Peter and Paul moved between Oty il g3 9 by (8121
M‘ QJJ‘}LJ‘ cJAAj 6\.:.40

Jerusalem and Rome; later the East Jasi ol u )l IS sz; PR

was added, for example with St. ¢la g yg wadll gl g g u—uh

Petersburg in Russia, which was (Jhall i (e ¢34 MM‘ eJ
‘\AMJJL;&)MJLJQ_\AL»L;\

named after Peter. Today, most (J a sl anly Cuals @5‘

Christians no longer live in Israel & Oy Omaaall alaea
and the neighboring states, nor in ¥y el 5 ) glaall Jsall dubw‘
Ll o8

Europe.




22. The capitals of Christianity today
tend to be cities such as Sao Paulo -
named after St. Paul - in Latin America
or, for example, Kinshasa in Congo in
Africa and Seoul In South Korea or
even Tehran with many converts. Peter
and Paul - we Christians all over the

world follow them in our faith in Jesus.

Amen!
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Communion Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus Christ,

we thank you that we may celebrate the
Lord's Supper with you today. Thank you
for being there for us not only In your
word, not only in the faith we have in our
hearts, but also in the wafer we eat and the
grape juice we drink. Thank you for being
close to us in the Lord's Supper and for
forgiving us all our sins. Thank you for
being close to us in the Lord's Supper and
for comforting us and giving us new
strength. Thank you for being close to us In
the Lord's Supper and for giving us

fellowship with one another. , even when we

cannot touch one another. So come to us,
Lord Jesus Christ, we await you in the

bread of life, in the cup of salvation, in your

body and blood. Amen!
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23.For | received from the Lord
Himself that [instruction] which |
passed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night in which He was betrayed
took bread,;

24.and when He had given thanks, He
broke 1t and said, “This s
(represents)My body, which is [offered
as a sacrifice] for you. Do this In
[affectionate] remembrance of Me.”

25.In the same way, after supper He
took the cup, saying, “This cup Is the
new covenant [ratified and
established] in My blood; do this, as
often as you drink it, in [affectionate]
remembrance of Me.”
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