Introduction to Acts 2, 23 July 2023

Luke reports at the beginning of Acts
how the Holy Spirit touched the hearts
of the disciples at Pentecost. Then Peter
speaks about Jesus, who Is alive among
us, and with this sermon he touches the
hearts of many people who belong to the
Jewish people. These Jewish Christians
form the first Christian community in

the world in Jerusalem. Luke tells us
about this in Acts 2:42-47 in our reading

today. This reading is also the basis of

the sermon. The sermon consists of a
conversation between Luke, the author

of Acts, read by Masoud, and me, Pastor
Weber.
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42. The believers studied what
the apostles taught. They
shared their lives together.
They ate and prayed together.

43. Everyone was amazed at
what God was doing. They

were amazed when the
apostles performed many
wonders and signs.

44. All the believers were
together. They shared
everything they had.
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45. They sold property and other
things they owned. They gave to
anyone who needed something.

46. Every day they met together
In the temple courtyard. They
ate meals together in their
homes. Their hearts were glad

and sincere.

47. They praised God. They
were respected by all the people.
Every day the Lord added to
their group those who were
being saved.
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Sermon for 23 July 2023 about Jas) 3 23.7.2023 4xkad
Acts 2, 42-47 2 42-47 )% g
Dear congregation! 1 3e gl

1.Dear Luke, your report about the 3yea odlad GE K e iSell
church life of the first Christians is L ) Oliasns Ol gl slaial S
exciting for us, a church almost Lo &5 o) Amals ool 3800 1. 05la
2000 years later in Germany. g Al Lkt jlall 3 aas Jbs 2000

Please read us the first verse again
: , : Lada o) 2 d g g A L ga
and explain something about it. O 598 2 63 9 3l o) *J

Luke: "The people who had come o 3 8 LS e (agay 1oulSsl. 3msha
to faith met regularly and were 33 e el L) 4 ¥ sy 9 Lida)
instructed by the apostles. They GHpa L g a8 e (A5 Koaan b gl
lived in close fellowship, breaking ULS (oA l80 g AuSd
bread together and praying."* (1:42 N0 Jws)
(Acts 1:42)




2. 1, Luke, heard this from leadS 3 ol culS ¢l (0 2
the first church and Wrot_e It § a8 cudilaaly ) o) g adudd }j K]
down. Later | discovered: the § .5 830 54 1add Ax gia Jany
things mentioned here are shealS (g1 Le A Lyl

Important not only for the
first church, but for all 45“"“:5‘15 aad () AL Jol

Christian churches. ‘e:*-"-"* (U sl Sl AR (g iitA

Instruction, teaching, AS Cul (5 3 () - Adie ga
proclamation - this Is what ad) oA cala 3 )d Cuanl
matters. We want to testify La (5) 0 (oS AS a3 Cudlgds

who Jesus Is for us, what L ] o A A (S
constitutes our Christian oA O O T .
faith AR (g 5 )




3. Then the fellowship of
Christians - we need to come
together as a congregation.
In doing so, we not only hear
words from Jesus, but also
break bread, drink wine,
celebrate Jesus' presence In
the Lord's Supper. And of
course, we pray with each
other, for each other, for the
spread of the Gospel, for
God to protect Christians
and help us.
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4. Dear Luke, thisis great: even J s :cw) Jde ol aie Syl 4
2000 years later these are still ASLES 5ot L (Sl 2000 el L
characteristics of our 3 La satiod e 4dd )Sa g8 o

Kreuzkirche: we preach about . lae \
Jesus, we celebrate the Lord's (S (0 ABE g4 oS 3 ) g0

Supper, we pray, and we U':_\L:f “?“*S,U'“ e i&Jm“‘f'
cultivate our Christian (B A (A > 9 S

community. We do all this in our pei) a3 1) LIS () Aad La aniS
church service every Sunday at G b AdSy A 364 (slunls
10:30 am. But Luke, please say @5l Lol ahd e alad) ua 10:30
something more about "'they Jo 65 L1 3 ) ga o jidi e Lkl
were instructed by the apostles." Jhas 1) 1" 5ndhi 013 aglad (N guu )

(becttrs‘athZb) What do you mean O O el ghiia (D2:42 (N s
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5. The apostles had known Jesus
since He called them and
traveled with them through the
country. They saw Him after He
rose from the dead. They
experienced the Holy Spirit being
poured out on them. This is what

they tell the other Christians
about. Later, it became necessary
to say even more clearly who
Jesus iIs for us. There brother
Paul did a lot for us. He said: it Is
through Jesus alone that we are
saved, not by keeping the law.
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6. Such teaching is also very La sl (sl Onda Jai 0 39 41 .6
Important for us today. Our celaa > GO Sl aga b
congregation includes many who Glad o 80 (A Nd A< At La

previously belonged to another .
religion. They have learned: you Gy (51 0n 1) AGA gal L) AL

must keep all the divine laws in 2 U“Uﬁ alad Ll Cudign 4
order to go to heaven. Paul, on Ay ad 9 J—‘HJ S J) S Cule
the other hand, says as a Lo clad 1 68 o e SO Ol i

Christian: through Jesus comes Sadbalgdy Al o e Gk )
our salvation. Through Him we 18 A glad Jgd 3 ga AS ag )1 s

have assurance of being accepted "
by God and going to paradise. RETS (A i A3 a8

Wonderful for people who were | o #4> J D AS (531 4 ) or odad
afraid of hell before! Luke, please | e 4ald) 43 Wl (ulS gl 1aid 3
read on! KYPRY




7. ""The people of Jerusalem were
awestruck. For many wonders and
signs were done through the
apostles. All the believers held
together and disposed of their
possessions in common. Again and
again they sold land or other
property. They distributed the

proceeds to the needy - depending
on how much someone needed. ...
In the houses they held the
celebration of the breaking of
bread. Full of joy and with sincere
cordiality they ate the meal
together." (Acts 2:43-45, 46bc)
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8. We also experience g LAliy il .8
"'signs and wonders", (oS a Ayt | (W 88
especially - like you at that § - 3 Lad aiila - 4 31 YL

time - at the beginning of 1 el ST - ol
faith. Even those who were = OHR S T = OR)
A ok g Cidu ) jlau

seriously 1ll recovered. We

also want to "'stick PRI oo Gpinad L M
together'* among Mo ad 43" Glajga (laa
believers. Today there are | §WlewalS j3 Qa0 9 )
Christians in many dga g alida ola Ky 8
different churches and RgIK
cultures.




9. We want to learn from Jigy ) ald el 9
the other way of living a6d Al Sl 5 s
our faith and not OLliad ) 9 au ) gal

criticize our fellow T 1wt s S
Christians because they Lt@jJ u;g - "&J{_ﬁ“

are different. Sometimes

Christians live together [ o= o8 b Joua) dhagea
and share their L ASEU P SR P
possessions, for example o IS e S) A4
in Orthodox or Catholic | oSy W 4z gua 3 Jla
monasteries. Sl gils L




10. What I find interesting for us
IS what you say about the sale of
properties and about
communion meetings in homes.
(2:46,bc) Even today, where
Christians are persecuted, they
meet In house churches. Where

many Christians live, they
worship in their own places of
worship, in churches, as we do.
And today, where we Christians
In Germany are becoming fewer,
we have to sell church properties
and share churches.
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11. To distribute money or | 13 (¢S b 2 295 .11

food vouchers to the KPR
needy - we do that today, ISR T - Ol O

too. To poor people inside -?ﬁ‘“;‘ u"f‘*‘.‘ JJ Ju. e
and outside the church. It | ZJ& §JAla .88 2 ,8) 4y
Is clear: we cannot L sl gl g Aaala

celebrate communion . S
together and leave the SIS ad Ll 95 ad

Christian brother, the RIS L a9 ams
Christian sister alone in | L oLdijlbd ja ) A
their need. .ﬁjﬁe




12. | forgot to read one verse just
now. ''‘Day by day they gathered
as a community in the temple."
(Acts 2:46a) The first Christians
were all Jews and therefore met
In the Jewish temple In
Jerusalem. But some time later,
people from the nations also
joined them and became
Christians. They had a
completely different culture than
the Jews. The coexistence of
Christians from the nations and
Jewish Christians was quite a
challenge at that time.
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13. In Germany, too, most Sl celaa JiS) a8 olall 42,13
congregations consist only of A s Jasdn cula S o) 8
people from one nation. There, L A b Jdae sla Slall

native Germans or also lranians z .
: : - A
or Syrians come together in their PR 38 A 6A el g L g

own congregations and speak 155 CS"J‘L‘ Ok “"‘ ""“ M3 f“‘u“
their native language there. | 29 (o ki Ay AliS 4 Cuaua

find it more exciting, but also a K alisa ng.iJAJé 3 Slhaaa
more challenging, when - as later W La cJAJASA‘UM A o4 pA
with the first congregations - AS ) ghailad () Ja_g_\y J_‘u‘_né

Christians from different
alal Laa K 3 )
cultures come together. That's O celax Galgh L

what happens in our 43 5l La Kreuzkirche o .aué)

”w

Kreuzkirche. )




14 There you learn: first of JY ) s & oAk 38 ladl 314
all, 1 am a Christian. That by tea o) At S

. OO Ul e Aid O (4
connects me with others who i s 434S )80 L

also believe In Jesus, even If . . , =
they come from a different | < (S o4 ol e (2 )0 Aiic |

culture. Only then am | AL gl S 2 ) 8

German or Afghan or L Al (e G Gl dadd
Kurdish. But sometimes A8 Ll 2 g3 S L Al
people from one people and | (s g a1 55 K ) o) ) B g
one language come together, AL o AR Aﬁ ad 5o b

like at the Afghan or U :
Kurdish evening. (SRS L Aad) e a Sla




15. ""They praised God and
were highly respected by all the
people."" (Acts 2:47a) | believe
that for people to come to faith,
It IS good that people think
positively of Christians. It is
Important that we Christians

behave In an exemplary
manner accordingly. But | also
report in Acts: Christians are
hated and persecuted simply
because they are different and
do not fit into the image of
others.
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16. We also have Christians in the
church who came here because
they were persecuted In their
homeland. And as far as the
reputation among the people is
concerned: we Christians In
Germany experience that church
and faith in our country are no

longer appreciated as they used to
be. Thus, many younger Germans
do not come to us at all because
they consider us old-fashioned or
uncool. Please read the last
sentence again, dear Luke.
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17. "'But the Lord brought more people
to the church every day, and they were
saved." (Acts 2:47 c) We experience this
too, dear Luke. People from different
countries come newly to our church,
want to become Christians or live as
Christians. We also experience that
Christians leave again: because they
move to another city, because they have
no more time, because they prefer a
monocultural (explanation for
translators: only people from one
culture in one church) church instead of
an intercultural one. We also experience
this ""coming and going"* on a global
scale: native Europeans turn away from
Christianity, but there are immigrants
with Christian faith in Europe.
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18. People in other Olag) 8o sl o 8 43 a3 4,18
continents find new faith and | 353 (jlay) g aiiS o lau sdaa
pass on their faith to their (AL e JEila 3 5A O 58 A )
children, Christianity Is RS a2k T 3 Cua

growing there. If the first o P Y
church you tell us about, O usa o3 AS aladS (g

Luke, consisted of maybe 100 J) JSiia 3 gl (A4S o0 Cuaua

or 200 people, today there 2 S35 Gy cagr AI200 <100

are 2 % billion Christians in O 9 (Asea 3 jbbie ol
the world, one third of all ad e JS 2 g 0 AS 310 A5 g
people. Dear Luke, do you GA A a e S e
have any final words for us? Ce ) La o)




19. Stay with Jesus. He Is our

Savior and Helper for all time.

And If you ever get tired, ask
for the Holy Spirit. He will
refresh and renew you.
Remember: the situation of

Christians is always changing.

Sometimes we are a majority,
sometimes a minority,
sometimes highly respected,
sometimes persecuted. We
must adapt to this and follow
Jesus and praise God In our
situation.
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20. Keep in mind what 4S Ludl 8 ya 20
makes being a Christian:
the right teaching of

Jesus, the community, the
prayer, the service also Lie dlaa ) uaus: cl.s:A

with the Lord's Supper. Ol cauilay fpanl

Stay safe, dear Christians _ ~
of the Church of the Kreuzkirche s

Cross. May the Lord bless | 1383 &S 51 ) 5 Lads A glas,

youl! ]
Amen! e
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