Introduction to the Nativity Play Dlal) daa psal Ligal

1.You are now going to see an . <

. . . o \ ) & IS N
international nativity play. The 3)‘%“ AN pua uy‘ UJ&L.‘“-'I
Christmas story 1s combined with AJ jJ

scenes from contemporary life.
People from Iran, Afghanistan, & L JM | 4ad LSJJJ

Ukraine and Germany share their \'4"5‘} R a4 Lliay L@'LJJ

personal stories and each witness ‘U‘ JJ‘ ua\.;.u\ )m\x.d\
a scene from the Christmas \_u\..d\j ‘\_u\‘)sj‘j ‘u\ , H\-ﬁ‘j

narrative. The nativity story 1s

portrayed according to the &"@h; e “—u‘ﬁé SEED-

accounts of the Evangelists Luke, duqbd e \A@_.u.m dS -8
Matthew, and John. A5




2.There will not be a separate bl gy sy ABtal) 4uad 3.2
sermon; the message 1s included Ui g1 ¢ e g @51 pnliniY)

Wlthlr} the na‘.c1V1ty.play. itself. 5 L) oY it die aa g Y

The dialogue 1s mainly in . : i
. . Lesdt Al doa puse JAND dias
German, and often 1n Persian as ' g

well. The translation will be “U-*\-AN‘ il Qllal) 8 Cadal
projected on the wall: 1n UAJ—UJ Ao Ul AL Wyl 154K

German, Persian/Farsi, and 3 ya IS o Hlaall GJ;; das yill

almost always in Ukrainian. We Gl 5 ¢ g/ jlally ol dulalVL,
kindly ask German-speaking Al S j}m al

visitors to understand that they . )
' &) AladYL pualalill 05 )
will also need to read the i YU cpalalill 550 (e s 2

German text to fully follow the cf'.’\"dy‘ .U“'m ""‘;‘.J.ﬂ e-@—‘l‘; O
play. ué)’J‘ ?@AJ UAJJ,.AJ\




3.If you wish, you can receive |J gasll aSiSay ¢dac ) Qe .3
an English and Arabic version A ylaay) Aallb asn e

on your phone. Please make A gandll egﬁ\ 9 ujr_ 4y ):J\ 3

sure to check the numbers on

the projection when using AL DY) ) LG oLty
your phone. Always read the Jaddll sl 85 jallall

slide on your phone that

. | 0% 4y pall 3e) 4
corresponds with the one ‘fd \.Q_NSJ 3 ) Be Je'ﬁ
shown on the church wall. AwaSll Hlaa e pela
Now, we wish you much joy po dataa 308l oY) s’ﬁ .

Wlth Qur international MJJ KIS
nativity play! = el ds jue




International Nativity Play 2025 2025 4 sl 3gall Aia yea
Christian in Iran o) (2 (A

1. Christian in Iran: Soon we will

&}MAJMLJ;C)A(SM" 3 L\Jﬁ

been a year since I first heard about Jesus. A B e

. . . . N
colleague at work told me about the Messiah. C‘“"‘M oo ol daall 8 D) aa]

celebrate the birth of Jesus again. It has now

J Yl oy eils ,.wd\ | eliia
On the evening of December 24th, he took me pain ‘J agﬁmm dclas °& j :M L;?j

to his small house church. We sang, prayed, — u’ﬁ
AShal) duad ) Liadial g c\_ul.a CL’.AL\AJJ

O JMU‘A‘A‘)JJ“A;M‘.‘L;‘U‘JSU\S
beautiful that on my way home on the bus, \A 83 g2ll (33 yha Ul e (e J
.w\jm)lg e sladl AV 1 sy 7 A & gan

and listened to the Christmas story. It was so

tears kept flowing - tears of joy about this God

who 1s so merciful.




2. I heard more and more about 2

Jesus, and I became increasingly happy Sy S Carans 28l 5 30 as
S o N

MJ\ GA\.AA.\Y d.A.C\ Bl ).’_u\ c_qu
Ualy 3 s all gl o

to belong to 1m, despite the terrible
situation here in this country. Once, in

the spring, I was sick and couldn’t go to

our house church. On that very day, the e Lea &\ i) ol ada [
police came to our small Christian A Hiall

community and arrested everyone who c.;‘ ila )_._d\ Ciela A ej.-.d‘ SR gﬁj
JS u_ﬂsa.c\j DJMM M‘ e Laa
Sl pals S e

was there.




3. [ am afraid that they will arrest
me too and throw me into prison. It 1s so
hard to live your faith alone and to have
contact with other Christians only over
the internet. In the autumn, my faith
grew more and more tired. Is this what
it means to follow you, Jesus?, I asked
Him. To live faith in you completely
alone? Where are you, Jesus? Please

help me! Oh, I am so tired.
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In Heaven before the Birth of Jesus

4. God the Father: Human beings are my () a4
greatest creation. I made them full of beauty Culq aalA @sﬂ; L;A.u.\‘ 99 Q\.ui}[\

and wisdom. I called them my image. But what L“f DR 43903 g (AaSall 3 d\-ﬂgh
has become of them! Everyone thinks only of S ?J‘itd‘ BJEN Dba ala oSl g;uj

their own advantage. People wage war against Aalill dialias T s JSS" h‘ﬁ

each other and kill one another. The rich UJL“} Lany pgax UJ{)\AA U"‘u‘

already have much and want more and more, L“”"’ g’@"“”u

while others drown 1n the sea and sink into L)A‘ }'3")") )""Sj‘ U)SL“-‘ ;Lu.c}]\
ol 5 sl & O 23




5. My commandments are not being
observed. I cannot and will not live
together with human beings like this.
Heaven must intervene:; we must do
something! I do not want my favorite

creation to end in death and be lost.

Angel: Perhaps you need to be stricter with
the people and punish them more severely,

Heavenly Father, when they disregard your
commandments. Then they will realize that
you are the Lord, and maybe they will turn

from their evil ways.
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6. Here in heaven we always feel
carried by your love, Heavenly Father,
and we live happily every day. Perhaps
the people down there on earth do not

feel your love the way we do? Maybe

they would be different if they, too, felt

loved by you the way we feel here in

heaven?
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7. Jesus: I have an idea, Father. I } s S
will show the people your love. Yes, I u-“\JM J&L\M @‘ \A ‘;5 )53 C;Sﬂ
L Lyl ad agaal Ll cling
03¢ ad L-LJ‘L’ oo mjL,u_L.:, '
a human being and to go to the people u“j LA uﬁ u-w‘ @m\ o 4_19)5!
Al oY) e pddl ) S

love them so very much myself. I have

long felt this longing to one day become

on earth. I do not want to be born in a ¢l )a,,,.,}\j g\)ggj\ g LJJ ‘Fﬁ é

palace, but among the poor. I want to .wm‘ B A;\.m ‘Lf‘ h ) 55... &=
tell the people about your love, Father.




8. Those who are pushed to the .8

margins and those who have become guilty ?@Jm\ BLY uJ.m.A.@_AJ‘ um\.u
- I want to embrace them and give them a Lo 3y oA ‘U‘JJ e@AJA\-M 9 “—Uj‘

new beginning. Maybe [ will find a JJJSJ‘ e—‘lu-béj )‘A JA‘
solution for their many sins. Your love, MA.LAJ\ J:u.u ¢ 64\ L cdu;”

Father, must and will overcome their sin U‘ )M\ ¢ Lasall u\y\ u-“hﬂ @34}

and open heaven to human beings. I can LJ‘ @-‘ﬁ L J js-\-w o )-LJ‘
UL"‘“‘ L;Y LJ\ )Y @‘ \A MSL.Q\ u‘

UY‘ A:u\.uub j‘ ‘JAA}@AJL)‘

to come to them. I am ready. L..SJM‘ ?J;J ‘ =5 U‘JJ‘ Lﬁ o

feel it: 1t will be a difficult path. But I want
to walk this path, Father. No person shall

be lonely and despairing anymore. I want




Christian in Iran after the Dream of Heaven

0. Christian in Iran: What a wonderful

dream. I feel like I’ve been reborn, full of

| | | | ’ &Mmmhu‘quﬂj ng\.m.u
in heavenly light. I felt it again - Jesus’ love uJ‘ e 5 e M\ e 8 L;\ se u’j

courage and strength. I saw Jesus in my dream,

for me. I felt it again - the magic of Christmas. | Cas A 41}]\4 U‘“j‘ il PEX Ry MS\ AW
Yes, I believe 1n the loving and merciful God! D j\AJ‘ u\ @.LJ.M‘ dza | )]\ 9

With Him I can leap over walls, even Le—°' L.e—“l'“‘ uﬁﬁ LA‘C ul’u‘j U‘JM‘
M8y 30 daatie dclea S

e ALl el Galaal Jadlly
community i my cCity, ailrca can tninkKk o
unity in my city y & s Gle a8

people in whom I sense an openness to Jesus.

overcome my fear. I will build a new Christian




Afghan in Germany

10. Afghan: At last I’ve found work in = =3l 10
Germany - 1n a parcel delivery service. No one 48 J.u @ ch.\\.,d\ @ )LA.G A g \ J.m\

had warned me how much work that would L.Lﬂ R 2| L.,—1 Pice (J 29 J-LJ\ dAm j—d
mean, especially now before Christmas. With Uy‘ M\AJ ‘d'“‘d‘ )22 dt'“‘ R c’S

" @ASJ....J\UMMAJA\ Al ne (08

Al Ay il ey eladl S

A JJJ.LUJJJJJEAAJ‘ L adaiadll
heir Chri 1 1 it 3 i
Everyone wants their Christmas parcels, and Y ‘ ?ﬁ d—“‘—‘j ) M\

even work on Saturdays. I’m only at home to e m djuy \y\ uu]\ L;‘ D }c\
eat a little and sleep. _ejj\ ) ﬂ;\j \’L’LLM

the company car I drive back and forth throug

Bremerhaven and the surrounding district.




11. I had heard before that in
Germany everything depends on
performance. But I didn’t know that
Germans chase after performance and
consumption so much. Now I no longer
have time to go to the meeting caf¢ at
the Kreuzkirche. The pastor’s wife told
me: then just come to the Kreuzkirche
on Sundays; at the church coffee you’ll

also meet many people.
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12.  Yes, I’ve been interested 1in 1 2

Christianity for some time, and so on A1 @A@q CulS M\ c‘;:u
Sunday I go to the worship service at the uj‘ JAY\ 5 g_u.M ‘J-@J 9 ¢d JJS
Kreuzkirche and afterwards speak with 5z ‘—“mj “.—‘.J.L"J‘ MS )8

people who speak my language. But there LSJ’J O3S [aladl &

1s something I don’t understand. In : ‘SJA ‘\A@ﬁ‘ M J-A‘ Sllia uﬁ
Germany everything depends on ol o Ls“" S u\ pRte \_u\.,d\ &
performance. If I deliver fewer parcels than u.A dﬂ\ K 3 J.L: uALu \J\ ¢\AY\4
the others, the boss scolds me. If I deliver UALA ‘J‘ j )JJAM

more parcels, I’m his best friend.




13.  Butin religion it’s somehow 13
different here. The pastor always talks only lalia o J.A;Y\ 9w Lia UAJJ\ @ uﬁ
about love, about the mercy of God - that M;.A e ‘j\ uM Y U'“SM AP
He forgives us, supports us, loves us. I ask | 2 Ll )SM 4| O ¢diaa g A
myself: where 1s human performance in all -L 3 J-M SEL \—UM = 9 \444\3 sz‘
this, the thing that 1s so important to U\-"‘”y‘ R U\S“‘ UJ‘ L.s‘“m ‘-—“‘““)

Germans? I come from Afghanistan. There MY\ ‘U\:‘ Lﬁ J"“‘ R 9 ‘°JM‘J
cuh.uu\.:d\ (e a8 ul QULAY\

Y ciline 5291 Slla
QSJ MY‘ u@wd)n@.uwj
Mu\chuuajmepu\

MJMLSAJ}A&)‘

things are different, performance and
consumption are not so important. But in
religion there they say: You must keep the
commandments! You must uphold God’s

honor!




14. The way God 1s spoken about 14

there reminds me of my boss: if you do ny e e Cada’y u—ﬂ\ 49, J-L'J\

what he demands, you’re the best. If ) i danll uﬁ u-‘"’“)* @JSL iy
deY\ L_u\ﬁ cdm éulLu o ;\Lﬁ

s Lol dad D cuila 55 N
ristianity, however, your periormance A JA‘Z” U‘ 9w )‘5 M\

you fail, you’re worth nothing. In

doesn’t matter. You’re worth nothing (L aim UL““‘ L_u\ Lia g\gyu
and still ... Well, let’s see what this c_\;: 9 dﬂi Sl &R ‘&L’B Lu DL

pantomime says about it. It’s supposed eM)“u‘ AT djs-"‘-“ )2l (5
All g e g1 e aa Ll gaun

to be about Joseph, the father of Jesus. I .
U g all g Slad 4 Ja | &) & gun

Or 1s he not the father of Jesus?




Joseph and the Angel all g i g

15.  Joseph: How could Mary do this to me! 1 S
Such a wonderful, strong woman! And at the C)aa T BEYY u\ ?J P2 e laia) cas

same time so gentle and loving! I fell in love < jj‘ @ 5 A ¢ Azl 3l al L—M\S
B Cad g danall Ala g Agidal A

with her as soon as our parents arranged our

engagement. I love her! We had already talked L@s ) Lfd‘ L;Jy‘ alaall) ig \-643
Chaaty S \.@4;\ bl L 3 glad Lilal

o children, e v a0 3 3 LS JULY e i

children. But 1t wasn’t time yet. Of course we ﬁj Lo Sn ol o USJ ej o )J\ usj
@H. 2 =) =

hadn’t slept together. We keep the law of our Lie ).d\ LR e L, )—‘5\ A8 uSJ

tradition. . A& Lj\& 4_“ ot

about children. We wanted to have many




16. Ikeep it. Mary, my bel

Mary, apparently does not. S|

oved

he 1S

pregnant. My aunt told me; s

he has an

eye for these things. And now I see 1t

too. Who was the man? Did she give

herself to him willingly and forget all

piety and faithfulness? Or did that man

force himself on her? If so, I

11 kall him!
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17. Maybe Mary really 1s different from
how I thought she was. What should I do?
Should I accuse her of adultery, even
before marriage? Should she be stoned? Or
should she flee Nazareth in shame and end
up as a prostitute among the Romans? I
don’t want to do anything against Mary. I
will leave her secretly. But what kind of
life would that be, without Mary? I will at

least sleep on 1t for one night.
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18. Angel Gabriel: Joseph, dear Joseph. 1 8

Things are different with Mary than you think. Y\ t_uA;j‘ S gL \A TE I gr \A
Yes, she 1s pregnant. But she has not slept with u.LJ LS u.uj AR A=A
another man. She 1s pregnant by the Holy JA‘ )\A ) - )Ju ej \-@ASJ GJ.A\A
Spirit. God 1s working a miracle in your wife. @-\-44 Al ‘uﬂlﬂj\ 35 Jj‘ R Calas
Her son, your son, God’s Son, will be the ‘\-AS-U‘ ‘\-644\ °JMA ‘JJAJJ =
Messiah. Through Him, God wants to make a AJJ\ . w‘ }Q’ UJS"'“‘ “m‘ UJ‘
new beginning with His people Israel and with - 5 M\m ‘M U\ SADLEN S
humanity. Until now, God’s people were LSJS ‘UJ‘“J | j d“‘)-*-“‘ w

always passed on from father to son, and again

to that son. But since people are sinners, that ‘UJ?‘ UJ‘ L—’J ‘ uJy‘ LA “ ué\ e
cannot continue. S e ('J ‘°LL; J‘“‘J @ USJ

e (3 hal




19. Not you - God himself is the Father
of your son. Your son will change the
world. He will free his people and all
people from their guilt. “Jesus” is the name
you shall give him. Wake up, Joseph. You
are not the father, but you will be needed in
God’s plan. Later, you will also have
children of your own with Mary. But this
child 1s the Son of God and the son of your
wife Mary.
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20. Joseph: I feel two things inside
me: a pain and, even more, a joy. The

joy first. Mary has not been unfaithful.

We will stay together. She will be my

wife. We will also have children
together. No shame, no judgment, no
separation. But there is also pain in me.
Mary is pregnant, but I am not the
father of her child. I was not needed for

the conception of the Messiah.

.20
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21.  The mother is important, and above
all God. But not, as usual 1n our religion,
the man, the father - me. But again, joy
fills me. The Messiah will be born! God 1s
coming to His people! He will forgive all

our guilt! And I have a role in this plan of

God. I will care for the child and for Mary.

I am needed, but I am not the main figure.
The child is what matters - God’s Son. I

will serve Him, and I am proud of it.
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Afghan after the Pantomime

22. Afghan: For a man from a society like
mine, this 1s a difficult story. Where I come from,
the man, the father, 1s the king - he comes right
after God. Women and children don’t count for
much. And here, at Christmas, the mother, the
woman, and the child are important. The man and
his act of fathering play no role. It doesn’t depend
on the man, but on God. On Jesus - here still a
small child in his mother’s womb. And Jesus

forgives all sins. Yes, that is what I long for too.

Crabal) Jdiail) day AladY)
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23.  That all my sins would be forgiven.
That I could make a new start in life. It’s
good that performance 1s not the decisive
factor for God the way i1t 1s for the boss of
my parcel service. The decisive foundation
1s laid by God with his mercy, with the
birth of his Son. But Joseph is still
supposed to look after Mary and Jesus - so
he must do something. Not performance,
but love and service 1s what Christianity
teaches. I am loved, and therefore I may

serve God and people.
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Ukrainian in the Subway in Kyiv S 2 AN g fa (B (IS

24. Son: Mom, 1t’s Christmas Eve and 24
again we’re not at home. Dad is at the front, 5 yag cdm,yd\ RIS AJ.J 68 ¢ G‘“‘ L
the Russians bombed our apartment in the ‘:\-GJ.%J‘ gﬁ Lr" \-‘-‘44 gﬁ L] &) )5‘
u.njjl\ \AJAJMM\ OJ\.AJJ\L_,’A\AMJ

high-rise, and even where we’re staying now
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underground. ) Ty lgmp ‘uus Lé jJMJ‘

with Aunt Olga, we’re not safe. So Christmas

again in the subway station here in Kyiv, deep
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25.  Mother: I’m so sorry. This 1s already
our fourth wartime Christmas. For you and for
me it’s very hard, and even more so for Dad.
But down here 1n the subway at least we are
both safe. At least there’s even a Christmas
tree down here (points to 1t and smiles). You
know, we celebrate Christmas now on
December 25th like the other Europeans to our
west, and no longer on January 6th like the

Russians do. That’s another reason why Putin

1s angry and 1s dropping especially many

bombs on our country these days. That’s why

we’re here.
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26.  Son: But I want to celebrate 26

Christmas at hom.e lik.e before, when both & R M\ Ay dm\ U‘ Ny J‘ u_qu
grandmas were still with us and we had a S Ladie )8 O O LS ‘__mj\
nicely decorated apartment! Christmas \_uJA h.m U\S r AER uh J;j\
means being at home for me, and our U‘ sz LEJ’” B M\ e M 9
eju\susm‘_)ﬁcuuj\uﬁué‘
JEiadl el V1) 13 e ga 22
e\.a}[\ uﬁ Sllia ccgj.Lu\ uY\ LS
(o B Lae O gey (ala]
Al R Aa JM\ A8 512 L_Luuj‘
el il b T g g

home, the way 1t used to be, doesn’t exist
anymore. So we don’t need to celebrate

Christmas anymore.

Mother: Look, over there people are

performing something. Tell me, 1sn’t that

the Christmas story with Mary and Joseph?

Come on, let’s go over there.




No Room at the Inn JH (2 Ol ¥

27. Mary: Now we’ve finally arrived 1n 27
Bethlehem. Wow, what an exhausting journey B% \.@J \A _ eaj Ca LA\ Lila 9 \3.1;\ 9
from Nazareth to here. All because of that Jasd (Lia L,J‘ 5)*"&‘ B w Al D
JA\ L;AJ\ @\S.uﬂ\ ;La:}!\ \JA GEEPTE

stupid census ordered by Emperor Augustus.

Joseph: The main thing is that we find a place wu‘ e S]\ LSJ‘ P e\# \A\S.A
to sleep. I see so many people here. Because of ot \( gr 3,4.3 jj‘ Lo Wi 9 g Lia

the census, 1t seems we’re not the only ones _ gl_,.aéy\ EETIVERIR j\g z.\_ugA LA\ \ j;\é

who have come to the hometown of King

David.




28. Mary: But I need shelter! I can
feel 1t - the time 1s near. Our son, God’s

Son, will soon be born!

Joseph: “Hotel fully booked.” “No
rooms left.” “Guesthouse full.” Mary,
there 1s no free hotel here. Bethlehem 1s

full! Where are we supposed to stay?

28

o) ol sste ) Aalsy A
64&‘ Qg\ cUﬁe\ ca._uﬁ\ 23 uajj\
o Y (liaa 3 Ly 8 Al g
M c(u)qh .LASAJJ:J\ cB)s':\.ﬁa
Agle aal Cup g U (S 2a

T ol palill




29. Mary: Maybe there’s still a place

here for us and our child?

Hostile Innkeeper: Another census
tourist from Galilee? I can hear it in
your accent. This 1s Bethlehem, the city
of David, 1in Judea. Galileans have no

business here - especially not those with

big bellies. There are already enough

(Galilean children 1n the world! Get out!
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30. Kind Innkeeper: Good man, your .30

wife is about to have a child. I have no ‘J-‘i’j uJQ ‘J-‘AJJ ‘UJL ‘-—SAJ

hotel room, but I do have an old stable. “JJJ‘ uﬁ ‘\3)“ & al U“J °3yjj‘
o oS s il 5l (K1
) G _LASSJL&&UJ‘ LaSlals Al g

o SIS el Alall 8l sall Ll 18

Your child can be born there. God bless

Joseph, Mary: Thank you, thank you, Lcu\ )

good woman! God bless you too!




UKkrainians in the Subway 2

31. Mother: Well, that was lovely! At every
subway station people are performing a scene from

the Christmas story, and our station had this one.

Son: When Jesus was born, at the first Christmas,
there wasn’t a cozy warm home for the Son of God

either ...

Mother: ... no Christmas tree and no festive meal

with grandmas and grandpas.

Son: There was no room for him in an inn; Mary

was turned away with harsh words.

A £l — gl B S Sl
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32. Mother: Like someone without a
home, his birth took place 1n a stable,

out 1n nature.

Son: Jesus came into the world as a

refugee - today one could say: in a

subway station in Kyiv during the war.

Mother: Like us! I believe the Son of
God wants to show his solidarity with
us and with all those who live and are

born amid war, flight, and poverty.

al 3 ‘u-LU
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Grandmother and Granddaughter in 051-% Al gsﬁ Badalt) g saal)
Bremerhaven

33.  Granddaughter: It’s Christmas again, 33

Grandma. But is there any reason to celebrate? N e S b DAL e D) ae ale
There’s war 1n many countries, and the Earth U\JL Lr°‘ Qdu-‘é)d . \ﬁé Sllia dﬁ
keeps getting hotter, even though it’s winter 8 ) 3 ?J Ll 5 e s padl 3 g 3 S

U““"‘JUM uY‘\AJ.\.G ;:\_u.uj‘u\sj]@;
uﬁ}\»ﬂ\d\ua ELN ‘@.\AJUAJE

al \JJJJS G diay u;ﬂé)ﬂ o
excluded and deported. Since Covid, my % J“—\ N 9 ¢dla A );_Aj\ uﬁ @\_A J_;; A=

grades at school have gotten worse, and I don’t Al Al s C.AJLA CS o) A

here right now. We’re living in a right-wing

decade - right-wing populists and dictators are

setting the course. Refugees are being

even know whether I’ll manage to graduate.




34. Mom and Dad argue all the time
and maybe they’ll separate. Recently I

broke up with my boyfriend, and now I
feel alone. So: what reason 1s there to

celebrate?

Grandmother: It’s Christmas. Jesus, the
Son of God, 1s born! We go to church,
we give each other presents, we eat a
festive meal together. The festival of

love!
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35. Granddaughter: I always liked
Christmas as a child. You always came
to our house for Christmas, and
Grandpa too, when I was small. You
always baked us a gingerbread house
and sang Christmas carols with us. It
was beautiful! But now that I’ve just
become an adult, that childhood

Christmas no longer feels right.

.35
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36. What gives me hope? What can I .30

hold on to, when everything 1n the big \.J\.Ag 3 ?d{‘j\ (DAl LSM‘ |9
world outside - and in our small world - )—USM @J\-’J‘ Q‘ ERER Ledie &l
seems to be falling apart? O g )4*“‘5‘ U"“j\":} LJP e

N ol el ¢ s € Y )
still have a video of = ﬁ > & . ‘GJ Jh@dy Glc
Lot S LS (Al 23hal) s jusal

Grandmother: Come, I

the Nativity play you took part in five R T . . =
| (= g_uS ladie Gl (A dﬁ
years ago, when you were a confirmation S st E € & S\ S

student. Back then you were the angel who e Ju‘ ¥ L e )j\ :.. s 4|
announced the good news of the Messiah’s Lioead) 3aY K

birth to the shepherds.




Shepherds and Angels 4SiBal) g Ble )

37. Shepherd 1: Tonight 1t’s cold again. 37
And of all nights, we have to watch over our Ol \_ulc 9 ¢ ‘g B2 )\_3 M\ 52
sheep tonight. What a drag! Life for us )24 @ eU.:':;Y\ (A Qi AL Cpiy|
shepherds 1s getting tougher and tougher. The o h“\"; 'Lf'“’ EN o 4l L‘ -J)t‘j‘

Jal 2 s 2z a g A smaa 2 3 Ble )l
S e 058 O Osun Y sl
ad g L guinty agfinne JA Ladie

2903 Aina iy agiinra 3 (g ) 438

citizens of Bethlehem want nothing to do with
us - “riffraff”, that’s what they call us. They
avoild us whenever we come into their proud

city, proud because it’s the city of David.




38.  Shepherd 2: You’re really worn

out! But you’re right: times are bad. The

Romans squeeze more and more taxes
out of us. And our king Herod 1s no
better - as long as his family gets plenty,
he doesn’t care about the land or the

people.
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39. Shepherd 3: A shepherd’s life 1s

no good life!

Shepherd 1 (Jamal): I wonder where our
God 1s. He 1s the God of our people

Israel. Why does He let us live in such

misery? Why doesn’t He give us a sign

that we matter to Hm? When will He

show us His light 1n this dark time?
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40.  Angel: Listen, dear shepherds! God 40
has not forgotten you! You are dear to | ‘;S\.u.u ‘J | |o\.c JJ\ \.@4\ \ jw\
God’s heart! God has chosen you esjhé‘ sl 'A”\ ﬁ—dﬂ B u;mﬁ eu‘

shepherds to be the first to hear his good | & U0 J j‘ ) 53 js-d sle JJ‘ eAJ‘ ]
news! I bring you great joy from heaven! CJSJ ?SJ"‘“‘ IBEPENI i

Today the Messiah is born, here in M‘ jﬁ ¢ jJ | “w‘ S ?J"L‘r’

Bethlehem, very close to you. The Messiah eSuh ?SJ'Q h“)s (’AJ L Lﬁ Lia
us‘)mﬂyjc\)m)skw\

Lé\.’é.k.ﬁé.&@jm ;:‘)ﬂeu‘

C.A.uuu.adj\ eu\ uh\jd J}JA
REPERIRY

comes to you as a small child. He comes
into the world poor, just as you are poor.

He lies in an animal feeding trough. You

may be the first to visit Him!



Shepherds at the Manger 3 gdall dis Bl )

41. Shepherd 2: There really 1s a manger 41
here with a newborn child! And the caring J jj §A Jak 419 g Olad jld\ oo la

parents are here as well. Could this child truly dﬁ) U‘U‘ Laa C)U jm‘ o)l 3959 ‘\-‘453
be the Messiah? \:""“"M R Jakall 1a O O S

38 L cani le )l Ll oS0 Slal Sa
manger lies our little Jesus - which means <l C)J‘ AENOA| oA uaj;j A

w

“God helps”. He 1s the Messiah, God’s Son, a1 “)é& yj \yﬂﬁ\ EVOAL
our Savior! Come closer, don’t be afraid! We _ <tis ¢l )ss

Joseph: Welcome, dear shepherds! Yes, in the

are as poor as you are!




42.  Shepherd 1: We don’t have any
gift! Unfortunately, we have nothing to

give - we barely get by ourselves!

O Messiah, God’s Son: we bring you

our poverty, our misery, our sadness!

This 1s our life, and we believe that you

can carry all of 1t and transform 1it.
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43.  Mary: Our Jesus will give you
His heavenly riches - His love, His
radiant light! It will shine into your

bitterness, into all the darkness of the

night, into all the heaviness of your

souls! Rejoice, here 1s the Messiah in

the midst of our poverty, here 1s the

Lord of Glory!

Shepherd 3: Praise be to Jesus Christ! I

love you, Lord!
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Wise Ones at the Manger 3 gdal) Aic glaSall

44, Caspar: I come all the way from Africa; 44

your star, O child, appeared to us there, too. \.».44\ Sl (3R 9 c\_\s.\ Jﬂ\ ed\ﬁ ul

You are the hope also for us from our dark and ela )M il M‘ \-@—\‘ “-ﬂAA-\ Ll )-@-ja
beautiful continent! [ am a wise one, that is “‘J}“‘M \_u)\ﬁ R ‘\-"44‘ C &1

S celeSall e aal g Ul cani dlieall
Jalay ot g i€ ol b af Livie
JS aai wﬂ\@\u\& cela i I

O child, in you! “God helps” is your name; oy cA.cL.u ‘m‘ L] dm.c; B
you are the Christ, God’s Son! A small child,

true, yet there 1s much poverty in our lands.

We need hope, we need light - and we find 1t,

yet full of power.




45. I want to love you and serve you!
The gold I have gathered far away from
here 1s my gift to you! You are yourself
the gold for us - love in person! The

gold from Africa, I want to place 1t into

your hands. You will need 1t for the

poor here, for giving yourself 1s your

very nature.
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46.  Melchior: My homeland is the realm 46

of the Persians; I am one of the wise ones | da 3 Ui FRI8™ J\é Jm - ,A.La 9
there. We have always searched for o ¢ha (pe ) dia Chat ot LAleSS

wisdom, for light, and for joy! But it is Uﬁ -C‘)ﬂ‘) J}mj AaSa ) e
‘A - Ny My M
dark in our land - the religion there is Sl Uﬁj‘} ¢LiaSly Sl ﬁM‘

enough to make one weep. We do not want SR p o= ;\Se]\ LSM o

AT sl e LAY

anger, punishment, and wrath; we long for
love, forgiveness, and healing! We have
heard about you, O Jesus - one tells it to

another!




47.  To you, the Son of the Highest,
we set out, leaving our homeland
behind! I believe that one day you will
become the highest priest and sacrifice
yourself for all people. Then our guilt
will be forgiven, drowned 1n your

blood. So today I bring you incense, a

priestly sign - the sign of forgiveness.
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48. Balthasar: I come from 48

Kurdistan, from our school of the wise. A e ‘u\AMJ KN ed\ﬁ ul
e i cllia alaa Ul Laie —

cu..Laj)uuMuAA LSJ)SJ\

without our own land, divided amon - \;\S; JJJ Bas O uﬁw
’ . O gl V) U sl o allad

I am a teacher there, teaching our

Kurdish people. We are a people

several states. The rulers of this world Au (€ g ey u e u;m
have only oppressed us. We seek a Lord Aalldll Al cﬁ\dg dong) g
who loves, who gives Himself out of

sheer goodness.




49.  We need a Lord who 1s with us in
all distress, who gives us strength and
courage. We believe, Jesus, that you are
the one we need. As a gift I bring you
myrrh. The myrrh binds you and us
together, for 1t 1s a sign of suffering. Yet
you overcome all distress and take us

with you into your kingdom, O Lord,

where every tear will be wiped away.
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People of Today at the Manger 3 gal) Aie a gl (bl

50. Mother: Now it’s not only the 50

Christmas story being performed - now we dJ ‘JM\ 48 Jaad L ),3 N O'y\
ourselves come to your manger, Jesus. We are & s L Sl 9l die (a8} M\ )
spending Christmas in a subway station, and ¢ 9 ).m]\ ddasa uﬁ JM\ RIS @434
you came into the world in a stable. How good sl JAA B 4] \4 dAL.u\ qu Al Y <l 9

it 1s that you are here, right among us people a@A\-L j‘ \ jJSS UAJS\ J-uuj\ Ol \_uu ¢Lia
who have lost their homes because of war, il (aiall S CASM 9 J;J\ EIVE
oppression, and violence! You walk with us, Lo <l 9 ‘& g ) \A ¢Liza L;wu
Lord Jesus, and so we are not alone, even w QJJLJ‘ CuilS }j L.f\; ‘UA}

when circumstances are difficult.




51. Even if peace has not yet come to

our country, you already give us inner

peace now. That gives me strength for

my daily life in the war. It gives me

hope that peace will come to us soon.

Son: Come, Mother, let us kneel before

the Child as well.
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52.  Afghan: Now I am here with you,

little Jesus. Child of Mary and Son of God.

With you I do not have to perform. I
simply rest with you after a long working
day. And even if I don’t have to achieve
anything, I still want to give you
something. I’ve come straight from the
parcel service, and this package here 1s for
you. I wrapped it with love, because I love
you very much. With you, Lord, I am safe.
And so (opens the package) I give you this
cuddly toy.

52
umYdmc &J‘ud‘jeJ‘)AuJ‘

umJ\‘memu\u&y@\
CJJJH‘MJAUA\A‘ INREIRYY
@Ycuucuhc LJ]JJ.LJ\MAJ
J.’.u\ca_\)hcdm ‘)JASLJAA‘
S381 (2 k) k) 138 5 YL

OW“—UAJLJJ




53. Grandmother: I have believed in 53

you, O little Jesus, ever since I myself dﬁ:ﬂ\ L@ﬁ‘ Q302 ‘-ﬂA Catal el
was a child. Now my eyes see you, and B e L) DS ) M ‘T
&}oﬂ\ dA...uj 4644.:: d\}uY\j

Asl DJL’.MJ\A ;:leq {;Jﬂj 6@4@
joy. I have reached my goal - so 2l i
(R 2 cLéAAA szg‘ k_d.sAJ

tears come to me, and my heart 1s full of

wonderful 1s this moment. 2\-’3‘)




54.  Granddaughter: The world seems 04

so hopeless, and we also have so many JSLia 3 BAPY ?J\"J‘ Gy 9w
problems. But now - now I feel so well. J"‘:“‘ ‘Uy‘ USJ \-‘444 Came 2’).4.45

(8 ary = all 5 35S Balas
S sie] o AT 5 e sl JaYI,
returned. I think it comes from you, o3 ¢ sl Lol \.@J (i 138

Joy 1s 1n my heart and hope has

little Child, heavenly gift. Give me faith Olary! S N M el Aagll
and courage, so that with new strength I dgal ga (e (SATY cdelaldll g

may master my life. oA b gy @hﬁ




55.  Christian from Iran: Now I stand
at your manger here, Jesus. You are my
Savior, and I belong to you. You give
me my life anew, and I trust in you.
Your Holy Spirit gives me courage - I
will bear witness to you and tell all
people that you give hope and that you

are love.
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56. Joseph: We thank you, dear
people, for coming to the manger of the

Messiah, to our little Jesus child!

Mary: What you have said strengthens

our faith in our Jesus, the Son of God! I

will keep all your words in my heart!

May the little Jesus bless you all!
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