1. We listen to a story for children by the
children's book author Sybil Grafin
Schonfeldt. An angel who bakes wonderful
cookies in heaven, the baker angel, Is curious
about earth. On a winter's day with snow, he
comes too close to the earth during a storm.
One wing breaks off and the angel falls. He
can no longer return to heaven and must
continue to live on earth. The angel comes to a
village. Children tease him, but a woman
whose son had died takes him in.

2. The angel lives with the family and makes
friends with the other children. Sometimes he
looks up into the sky. If he were human, he
would weep with longing. One winter's day, he
starts baking. When the woman he lives with
tastes his cookies, they taste wonderful. She
has never eaten anything so wonderful! So the
baker angel bakes again and again for his
family and friends and everyone is delighted.
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missing in heaven. The baker angel A
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Sermon for 26 November 2023 on
2 Peter 3:13

Dear congregation!

1. You can find them in old
cemeteries: Angels. They watch
over the graves larger than life and
hold their hands protectively over

the dead and mourners. They are
carved In stone, cast In bronze or
as hollow figures made of thin
metal. They are often beautiful to
look at: with their angel wings and
the sad, melancholy expression on
their faces. In a way, such angels
"enliven" the cemetery.
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2. When you visit a grave,
the angels are there. And
with them the wish and the
hope: ""Rest Iin peace!"" At
some point you have to leave
again: away from the grave,
back home, which may now

be empty without her,
without him. The consolation
of the angels Is that you can
go. You no longer have to
worry about the dead. They
rest In peace.
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3. The fact that the dead rest Iin
peace Is not a matter of course for
people who have fled here from
other countries. The cemetery
where their loved ones are buried Is
often far away. Perhapsitis a
simple military cemetery where
their fathers, husbands, brothers
and uncles who died in the war are
buried in UKraine. Perhaps it is an
Islamic cemetery in lran where your
parents and grandparents lie; a
cemetery that is not only
Inaccessible to you but has become
foreign to you with its religious
symbols.
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4. The dead rest in peace.
Perhaps this is also in question
for you because your loved
ones died with a faith other
than Christianity. Can they -
without Jesus - rest in peace at
all? We can take comfort in

the fact that Jesus is Lord of
the living and the dead. The
deceased are unreachable for
us, but not for Jesus. He can
also draw them to Himself and
give them His peace.
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5. On the card that we
distributed at the entrance, you
can see an angel - or actually
just his wing. And we see It from
an unusual angle: not from the
perspective of those standing at
the tomb, but from the

perspective of someone resting
there, a dead person. We look up
Into the German November sky.
The sun struggles to break
through the clouds and colors
everything in a pale, bright
reddish light.
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6. An "intermediate sky"" - not Llic 35 Al Add) to -6

dark, but not light either; - e Ay ) dliay (JAaall Ais
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few evergreen fir branches can
be seen. This wing stands there U'“ SRl Al Cua el
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7. ""We expect a new heaven and Cotd - Ml gla gla" -7

a new earth as God has ct.i'mi A i Cul | 5"55$ A alis o
promised us. Righteousness will
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those who mourn can . . .
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8. You can't go on as before, O\S LasS JUMNJ\ Sliay \J -8
perhaps as a mourner you

feel like a leaf in the fall that . o
is moved back and forth by <Al 2485 4‘53 U‘J"‘M
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to be falling, longing for o) @555 s i gau g
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heaven, to the one who holds A 4 .
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hand, who is Lord over the | .<)sa¥lg slal) o audl oo
living and the dead.




9. We can talk to Him -
especially when the death of a
loved one has taken away an
Important anchor in our lives.
God Is there on the bright
summer days and in the gray
skies of November. In our
loneliness, we can pray to Him
and find in Him a counterpart
who listens to us, holds us,
strengthens us and helps us.
"We awalt a new heaven and a

new earth as God has promised
us. Justice will reign in them."
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10. Perhaps mourners are particularly
sensitive to the fact that this life cannot be
all there is. Cemeteries are therefore
places of longing: for a new heaven and a
new earth. The cross on the gravestone
bears witness to this, and the angels at the
graves stand for it. Just like everything
else that people place on the graves of the
deceased on such days of remembrance:
hearts made of stone, wreaths of flowers
and children's drawings in transparent
envelopes, which are moved back and
forth by the wind. You are a little

disoriented in the wind, seem to be falling,

longing for peace. You wait - for what?
The angel's wing points to heaven, to the
one who holds our life and death in His
hand, who is Lord over the living and the
dead.
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11. The dead are not "‘gone"".
They are only removed from
us, they already belong to
another world. But at the
same time, we are connected
to each other through God.
We are waiting for a new

heaven, a new earth. We are
waiting to see our deceased
loved ones again In heaven
and to embrace them.
Perhaps we long for this
reunion.
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12. Perhaps we are longing for § 4;Uas gla ) gLl Lay,-12
what Jesus promised us: a new oal g Bada sla o

heaven, a hew earth, where 4 . N -
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13. ""We are looking forward to
a new heaven and a new earth
as God has promised us.
Justice will reign in them."'
Jesus has given us a glimpse of
what the new heaven and the
new earth will be like. Jesus

has awakened In us a longing
for 1t with His words: that all
who are weary and burdened
are welcome there; that we
have a home there that He has
already prepared for us.
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14. A poet once described o) il aa) Chag g -14
this longing as follows: "And -SLil3 GBodd) 138 B e il

my soul spread wide Its
wings, flew through the silent Lpalia >3 “J""‘“ﬁ)

lands as if it were flying LaS Adalgd) (ool Y1 (2 il g
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baker angel who loses a
heavenly wing and (e Bilia 288 o) ¢ JLAd) e

temporarily finds a home LA 41 Ul ga (385 23 9 9 5Lanal
here on earth. oa ¥ e




15. The angel who looksup to § slacdl A dyuu Jb.u sl -15
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supernatural with his heavenly - .. Ry
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16. In the words of the poet: like I ¢ ydal) Jia : ol&l J68 B5-16

a bird, an eagle perhaps, the soul . | oA 1 L
spreads out, flies away from 2309 (T 9 S ¢ puadl) Lag ) g

everything that constricts, hurts § “‘?"3*? 8 La JS 02 “’f’“
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sky, and somewhere up there It (Jal) ) ma) St A

will finally arrive at home, . Ll it s &
where it has always belonged, = ¢ € ==

where it has longed to be, where | (o3& ity Cua clyall calidy
someone spreads out their arms Cind g1 ABLMY & gl g dus ) 3 La
and says: "'I've been expecting c1ia S " Jraa (Sl
you, it's good to have you here!™ ) I
Amen! Coal
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