Sermon 26.12.25 on Christmas

Dear congregation,

1.“But when the time had fully come,
God sent his Son, born of a woman ...”
(Galatians 4:4a) This 1s how briefly the
Apostle Paul speaks of the birth of Jesus.
The time had come, the time had fulfilled
itself, and God’s eternal Son became a
human like us. This fulfilled time
became a turning point in history. We

divide history into the time before and
after the birth of Christ.
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2. What kind of time are we living 1n, 1n
20257 I percerve our time as a strange
mixture of very different things. On the
one hand: what 1s so different for older
people today compared to 10 or 20 years
ago? Many people in Germany are doing
well and they view their personal

prospects for the coming year positively.
Many continue to live their lifestyle as
before, as if nothing could darken their
future.

2
onil 92025 ple (A casll a8 Gluad e s)
UAS \JA‘\SLM;:\_\M\UAL_\JJQCAJAD.\AJL)\
cu.u\_\l\u.oﬁsb\_\;@)ﬁ)mtgﬂ\uw\.@;
j\wwdﬁu\smm‘)McL\MJﬁ\}“m&

Blas O gdimy Lilll (A ()5 548 ) i pdie s
Osbal 19 «Jalahy adlall aladl ) (5 5k 5 o

peliin 8oy Ul S5 oo LS agiln ol




3. However, the general mood has
shifted, and many speak of a turning
point. Much that was taken for granted in
Germany 10 or 20 years ago 1s no longer
the case today. Liberal democracy and
the rule of law are being attacked both
from the outside and within. Ten years

ago, you had to apologize 1f you
defended traditional gender roles or
forgot to mention people’s gender
1dentity beyond the classical male or
female. Today, 1t’s almost the opposite.
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4. The Protestant Church dealt with the
1ssue of “War and Peace” 1n a document
15 years ago and has done so again this
year. 15 years ago, it said: “Create peace
without weapons” and today it says:
“Secure peace through rearmament.” A
painful shift, not just for a church. But
times have changed. Germany 1s no
longer surrounded only by friends, but
also by opponents.
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5.1 was born 1n 1960, when the post-
war period in Germany came to an end.
It was a time of prosperity and freedom
with many advancements. We children
had 1t better than our parents, and their
grandchildren, our children, even a
little better. This optimism about
progress, this trust in the future, 1s now
breaking apart.
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6. As a teenager, I enjoyed watching
the movie The Poseidon Adventure,
where a luxury cruise ship capsizes
after a giant wave, caused by an
underwater earthquake, a tsunamu.
Similarly, climate change, denied by

some, 1ignored by many, 1s rolling
toward us like a tsunamu.
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7. It will profoundly change life on I4
earth and our lives. Some say: “We’ll IS Wiba y )Y o bl sl e
come up with something to deal with it, sl Y Sla asin s Gl | Gue
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end of human civilization is near.” For e 1ol gl (g a8 dmgaad) ¢ Jdwally o yiss
me, the truth lies between “we’ll OsSan 48] ¢ 28 S Ales s SLlS g sl

survive this” and “this is the end of ALl b Loy L
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8. The time when everything more or
less worked well 1n a prosperous
Western country like Germany 1s
coming to an end. This worries me,
especially when I think of our
grandchildren, but 1t doesn’t scare me.
“When the time had fully come, God
sent his Son, born of a woman...” This
is still the time 1n which we live today.
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9. The hymn writer Paul Gerhardt
expresses this: “Before I was even
born, Jesus, you were born for me. And
you chose me, before I knew you, to
belong to you. Before you created me,
you already decided to be there for
me.” (Based on EG 37,2) Jesus 1s here
for me today, and I belong to Him.

9

Aaly «@jla e Js el (s

O & s b Cail Caaly (Ul algl o)) Jidy 3 palea
iy &l oSl o) &y 8 el jel ol dids | ol
Cslal e 1 oumla (oS3 o) & sl ¢ il
al al Ul o lal G sall sumla g pan




10. And however the future will unfold
- whether Jesus returns soon or in the
distant future, whether we will live long
or not much longer on this earth - at the
end, Jesus waits for us with His open
arms of love, for you and me. Maybe

the climate change will come like a
tsunami. But the Savior 1s already here,
and we celebrate that He was born 1n
the manger for us
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11. Jesus says: “Come to me! My
Father has blessed you... I was a
stranger, and you took me in.”
(Matthew 25:34b, 35¢) For 11 years,
we have been engaged at the
Kreuzkirche with refugees. This has

become a matter of the heart for both
our congregation and me. We love
migrants! Every year, I am deeply
moved by the Christmas story,
remembering that Jesus was born as a
kind of refugee child in a stable.
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12. Ten years ago, one was honored for
engaging with refugees. Today, 1f one
continues to do so, one 1s not looked
upon as kindly. Refugees, once warmly
welcomed, are now, by political design,
often not allowed 1nto the country.

Deportation is the big magic word for
dealing with refugees - something that
1s a horror for those affected
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13. Europe 1s adopting a new refugee
policy. The goal 1s to prevent any so-
called illegal migrants from entering
Europe. The “Fortress Europe” 1s
being expanded. Behind the fortress
walls, Europe 1s aging, and urgently

needed workers are missing. The
plight of those who must and want to
leave their home countries 1s getting
worse, not better. Their hope for
dignified migration 1s being denied.
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14. This makes me, as a Christian
engaged for refugees, angry and sad.
What gives me hope? Jesus, the
refugee child, encourages me here, to
keep going and to have endurance.
Jesus will give us the strength to
continue working for refugees. For
Jesus loves and protects refugees, as
one who Himself was homeless,
traveling from the manger through
Galilee and Judea to the cross.
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15. He blesses all those who work for
refugees and will make the plans of
those who oppose refugees fail
without His blessing. Beyond
paradise, we are all refugees on earth
and have no lasting home here. But

Jesus came down from heaven to give
us homeless people a heavenly home
here on earth. Fortress Europe? I don’t
need 1t. The manger 1s my home, with
Jesus, I am at home.
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16.1 am celebrating Christmas
worship with you today. But I don’t
know 1f I will be able to do this 1n a
year. It 1s still uncertain whether I will
be allowed to continue working as
pastor of the Kreuzkirche, as I and

many 1n the congregation hope, or
whether that will not be permitted.
Others 1n the church will decide this.
This uncertainty and being subject to
others’ decisions stress me out.
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17. 1 look at the baby Jesus 1n the
manger. I see God who squeezes
Himself into this human form to love
me and help me. I believe that Jesus

helps all people and especially his own,

the Christians, and listens to their

concerns. I have often experienced that
Jesus changes things, even against
human odds or power structures, and
turns the heartfelt concerns of His
followers 1nto reality.
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18. I look at the baby Jesus 1n the
manger. He 1s more powerful than the
mighty ones of this earth. But Jesus has
evidently not come to start a revolution.
In this old world, He symbolically
opens the doors to his new world. In

our world, beyond paradise, He opens
the door to paradise, to Himself, and
yet we are not yet in paradise here.
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19. Jesus 1s more powerful than the
mighty ones of this earth. But He also
lets them have their way and sometimes
gives us difficult paths. Not to torment
us, but because even through such
paths, He opens up a good way for us.

So: I hope for Jesus’ help and that in a
year, I will still stand here as pastor of
the Kreuzkirche on this pulpit.
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20. But when we fall with Jesus, we
always fall into His arms, and with
Him, there are also good paths we did
not choose. The child in the manger,
at least, we will celebrate again here
in a year. Christmas 2025. Heavy

topics on the morning of the second
day of Christmas.
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21. It 1s time to turn around and not to
settle comfortably 1n yesterday.
Because the tsunami of climate
change 1s coming. But the Savior 1s
already here. These days, refugees are
increasingly being excluded, and the

“Fortress Europe” 1s being fortified.
But Jesus remains the friend of
refugees, and He alone 1s home for us
homeless people.
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22. No matter how uncertain or
unclear our personal future may be:
Jesus will remain 1n our lives, will
fulfill our requests, and catch us
where that doesn’t happen. Even 1n
today’s turning point, we celebrate the

birth of Jesus and the fact that with
Him, the real turning point has
already occurred. Amen!
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