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11 will bless the Lord at all times:;
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mouth.
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41 sought the Lord, and He answered
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me, and delivered me from all my

fears. 6‘})‘.\“‘) ‘Uj‘ ‘jJ.L:A5 @-3-94‘

5They looked to Him and were
radiant; and their faces were not
ashamed.




6This poor man cried, and § eyt 4 .. 3 o T %-
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him out of all his troubles. | 31 1 ajliua (K fay chazild
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90 fear the Lord, all you
saints, for there 1s nothing
lacking to those who fear
Him.

10The young lions do lack
and suffer hunger, but
hose who seek the Lord
hall not lack any good
hing.

11Come, hearken to me,
you children; I will teach
you the fear of the Lord.
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18The Lord 1s near to
the broken-hearted and
saves those who are of a
contrite spirit.

19Many are the
afflictions of the
righteous, but the Lord
delivers him out of them

all.
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25Because of this | say to you, do not be
anxious about your life as to what you shall
eat and what you shall drink; nor about your

body as to what you shall wear. Is not life ‘f\'*ul J? J"” °\"""r WJ\ L)ﬁ*“"d"
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more than food, and the body more than
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27But who among you, by taking careful

thought, 1s able to add one cubit to his stature? dzo
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Observe the lilies of the field, how they grow: 9/ 5
they do not labor, nor do they spin; 7

29But | say to you, not even Solomon in all 5
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his glory was arrayed as one of these.




31Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, ‘What
shall we eat?’ or “What shall we drink?’ or

‘With what shall we be clothed?’

32For the nations seek after all these things.

And your heavenly Father knows that you

have need of all these things.




5In the same manner, you younger men
be subject to the older men; and all of
you be subject to one another, being
clothed with humility because God sets
Himself against the proud, but He gives
grace to the humble.

6Be humbled therefore under the
mighty hand of God so that He may
exalt you in due time;

/Casting all your cares upon Him,
because He cares for you.
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8Be sober! Be vigilant! For your
adversary the devil Is prowling
about as a roaring lion, seeking
anyone he may devour.

9Whom resist, steadfast in the
faith, knowing that the same
afflictions are being fulfilled

among your brethren who are In
the world.




10Now may the God of all grace,
Who has called us unto His eternal
glory in Christ Jesus, after you
have suffered a little while,
Himself perfect you, establish,
strengthen, and settle you.

11To Him be the glory and the

power into the ages of eternity.
Amen.




Sermon by Lecturer Anette Weber, 28
September 2025 — 1 Peter 5:5b-11
Dear congregation,
1. God opposes the proud,
but gives grace to the needy. (1 Peter 5:5b)
A day In June at the Kreuzkirche:
The international community café is meeting.

On the bench outside the hall, two young people are
sitting. They are exhausted, having often slept outside.

They have been traveling through northern Germany for
a while, always fearing deportation to another EU
country, where they would face imprisonment and
abuse.
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2. At the community café, they find people

who speak their language and can help

them express their concerns. A young

caregiver at the café makes many calls,

trying to find accommaodation for the night

for the two of them.

The young woman is crying. The young

man SIts next to her wit

N his head lowered.

That evening, | meet ot

her women who

have no social problems in a nice

restaurant.
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3. They talk about a meeting with other

represe
One of

ntatives of the women’s association.

them says:

It was terrible. The room where we met,

where the assembly also took place, was

far too

not. The three-course meal that was

served

nad cold potatoes. It was all very

annoying.

We from Bremerhaven left early and

consoled ourselves by shopping in the nice

little town.
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4. | think: What kind of worries do we L;‘M ejAGJ‘ RV (2 Lo ; Sa) ¢
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In at the Kreuzkirche’s church asylum. =
culall

have In our women's association, while
these two young people, threatened with

eportation, don't even have a roof over

their heads!

By the way, we took the young people

God gives His grace to the needy. (5b)
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Nine years ago, my husband was very

Ill. He was hospitalized with cancer. _ @M‘

We talk about what is important for us L Al Al 9A lee dnaaty S
as Christians in this situation. @4)3\ s Jia @ CriaiieaS
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God heals you and you recover quickly.




6. But my husband says: First, accept

that God has sent me this 1llness.

Today | think both are important: to

fight in prayer for God's help and to

accept what God sends us.

Accepting Is harder for me. But

acceptance also has its time.
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/. Humble yourselves, therefore, under
God’s mighty hand. (6)

Then He will lift you up,
when the time comes.

In a Christian calendar, | found the

following story:

A farmer had a small field that he
worked with his old horse. He and his

son could barely make a living from it.
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8. When the horse ran away, the

neighbors came and said:

“What bad luck.” The farmer replied:

“How do you know it's bad luck?”

A week later, the horse returned,
bringing with it ten wild horses. The

neighbors came and said:

“What good luck!” The farmer replied:

“How do you know it's good luck?”
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9. The son caught the horses and chose the
wildest one. When he tried to ride it, the horse
threw him off, and he broke his leg. The
neighbors came and said:

“What bad luck!” The farmer replied: “How
do you know it's bad luck?”

Soon, messengers of the king arrived: “There
Is war — all young men must go.”

But not the farmer’s son, because he had
broken his leg.

(Story of good and bad luck from the
Neukirchener calendar, 7 March 2025)

JA)‘

— TEQ|pOT) .
da B e 5 o Jsa s A )

M\.u JMSs \.o.aJ\ u\.o.aaj‘
o g e A" 1685 Ol el l\z

\ \ L;Ls
O 08828 () (as”
&; ;,:i‘j ‘J.Q
Slla" el S
A A oraa ela Ly 3
"”}9;.\]4 u\ u\_\.wj‘ C"A;Glo_

"Lall ¢ g

S 5 Ball" 44Sa)
(7.3.2025 2 s il 1o 5
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11. “Would you like to come to eat? I’ve
cooked something nice. You’re warmly

Invited!”
The young Christian says:

So, | didn’t go to bed hungry yesterday.
God took care of me.

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s
mighty hand. (6)

Then He will lift you up,

when the time comes.
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12. Cast all your anxiety on Him, because

He cares for you. (7)

| once heard a great sermon on this verse.

|5y clae ) 5l JE Y1 o0
il elasd) ) alls Jia 2% e

Imagine your worries as a ladder to A ‘,LJ\ 12 () gamaal

The pastor said:

heaven. L@A)SJ-U@J ‘M‘ESAJAAUJLQNJ
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Then you let go of your worries. You leave

them with God, because He cares for you.




13. Then you happily go back down the eJ C)“ EL-“M BLYSE BN 6” VY
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God takes care of them.

Yes, that’s what I’ll do: bring my

worries up the ladder to God.




14. But then, when I’m back down, the Lt OJS‘ Loaie ¢&lly 2 C)SJJ R
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He cares for you. (7) As S s

It’s not that simple. | practice this every

day.




15. Cast all your anxiety on Him, because

He cares for you. (7)
One Sunday in March:

Susanne arrives at church stressed:

I’m supposed to sing again in the service. |

don’t think it will work today.

This morning, | had no voice at all! | don’t

know how it’s going to work...
The cantor encourages her:

Susanne, 1t will be fine!
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16. The pastor prays for her before the

service.

Then her performance. | have never heard
Susanne like this before! Her singing

touches me deeply, straight to my heart!

Susanne has gone beyond herself. Other
worshippers also say: Oh, that was

beautiful!

After the service, Susanne says: | believe
God gave me my voice today. | am so

grateful!
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17. Cast all your anxiety on Him,

because He cares for you. (7)

I’m driving our car at a normal speed
across Elbinger Platz. Suddenly, | get
flashed by a speed camera. Why, |

wonder. | wasn’t speeding.

Was the traffic light red? Then | would
have to give up my driver’s license,
because | recently paid a higher fine for

speeding!
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18. Three weeks later, | receive a yellow Lk u—‘Léj @4\-“4‘ A3z, VA
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| pray: Jesus, help me. Please let me not O ‘\J\-*Uj‘ Cinia "'OJ\-‘-ﬂ‘ m)

letter, a delivery notice from the public

order office. I’m scared and decide not

lose my driver’s license! Al LSt Alle 4l ye Q—“‘ 8] (e
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| open the letter: | have to pay a fine.
But it’s not that high. No license

suspension! Thank you, Jesus!




19. Cast all your anxiety on Him, s Y cnle Saa ISl V9

because He cares for you. (7) ( )" esJ iny
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One Friday in October, | meet a woman

In front of the Kreuzkirche. She looks

She talks about her illnesses and how | (o5 )" 1l lad 3as olly \AJJM
lonely she is. | say: My husband can " s (s O 4iSay

pray for you.




20. He 1s still in the church. The

Kindergarten devotion has just finished.

When the woman comes out of the

church after the prayer, she is beaming.

She looks relaxed and seems to have
new courage. She walks away with

steady steps.

Cast all your anxiety on Him, because

He cares for you. (7)
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21. Be alert, be vigilant! (8a) ) 535S “4\-*4 dﬂ’u ‘" AR
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Hold fast to your faith. (9a)

distinguish them, some keys have ¢Leiw )AJA.\M 5 Al C_u\s,q
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22. Since these plastic caps are already
looking quite shabby, | buy new caps
when | pick up the keys. | ask the dealer

to dispose of the old caps.

He says: Disposing of them costs 5 € or

a prayer, and he smiles.
Then 1°d rather have a prayer, | reply.

| fold my hands, ask for his first name,

and pray for him.
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23. After the prayer, there’s a brief
silence. Then | say goodbye. Only then
do I notice another customer who IS
waliting. | wonder what he thought

about my spontaneous prayer.

But then I’m happy about my courage
to pray and walk away feeling

lighthearted.
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24. Be alert, be vigilant! (8a) ) 535S “4\-*4 dﬂ’u ‘" AR
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Hold fast to your faith. (9a)

On a Tuesday in June, | go to my yoga |

b8 ; . N & :
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class again. e pall Aan ) 12224

The yoga instructor is not feeling well.
She says: Today, | can only guide you
with limitations. | pulled a muscle in my

chest this morning and have strong pain.




25. After the yoga class, when everyone
has already left the room, | go to the yoga

Instructor and say: I’ll pray for you.
Thank you, she says.

The following week, at the beginning of
the class, she tells all the participants:
Thank you, Anette, your prayers helped.

My pain is almost gone.

I’m happy that the yoga instructor publicly
thanked me for my prayers and God’s help.
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26. Be alert, be vigilant! (8a) ) 535S ‘u\"" dﬂ’“ | sl YT
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Hold fast to your faith. (9a)

On TV, there’s an exciting football

interviewed. He says: | am overjoyed. 1 | GI" (e JPALE NPT i D e
am very thankful. He keeps looking up. A LD‘AJ ") (flea A
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27. At the end of the interview, the e 3 Js “\LM‘ e & -Y\i
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football player says on camera, In front
of millions of viewers: Thank you, God,

while looking up. This surprises and

speak about prayer publicly or even Al SLaY o soball A

pray In public.




28. Be alert, be vigilant! (8a) ) 5368 5 chlia Jamy | 5lad" YA
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Along with this verse, there are two (‘9) U\"“yu ‘JS‘“"“

sentences from our sermon text that | want uth; Sllia A saa ailan

to remember and hold on to: 3 g gﬂ‘ 4-39)3‘ o (e Ol
e Slaail g b KX

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s
mighty hand. (6a) 4, gall ) s @a\jm \jfu.b';\ﬂ"
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29. Our sermon text today ends with a ALlS, jJM \-'\1295 =X G@AJJ YA

beautiful encouragement: (ubﬂ\ aliady Al aSle a8l ‘alias
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God has called you to share in His eternal

glory through His great grace. K 4.:3 OsS l c—‘-‘ML Ay

sUilaall | sleati (0 oSl 2l
In communion with Christ, you share in it.
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For only a short time, you must suffer. ?S'“"U ojs]\ @SAMJ 954)-94)

Then He will restore you, make you strong, "ol AN s el g el
empower you, and give you firm support.

To Him be the power forever and ever.

Amen.
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