Introduction to Luke 10 on 3 September 2023 2023 sl 3 210 13 ¢! ‘_;Ja.a

Jesus and a scribe talk together
about the Law, about what
humans should do before God.
As they do so, the scribe
mentions the crucial twofold
commandment to love God with
all your heart and to love your

neighbour as yourself. Then the o Agbenad (a3 68 o GOS s

scribe goes (r)]rl; to a}'s’I;:S"V\r/]ho tEen )R e AS  padid g o) SATis
IS my neighbour''? So, he asks eSSSSJ\ZoAﬁSSSQ\ﬂDQM\

about the person | am supposed Sy
to help as a helper. i
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Behind this is the question: 4805 ) ‘g S ?)5 Ol Cady
Should I help only certain A Jbﬁ\ A.ql‘m Al U ‘_M
people, for example, members of
my people or my faith? Or are ad L p g8 slas) S s S Seal
all people my fellow human Ga (& 5iab ad 4 A |y Tadlilayl
beings, my neighbours, whom | da AL AS g CSGlocad (Al

should help? To this question of A4S J) g il Aq TadS SaS Ll

who is my fellow human being ! . i
whom I should help, Jesus | oo HH A8 42 9 G (4 £ g

answers with the example of the A (g pabu JUa L (=t ‘eAS
Good Samaritan. We hear and § J) 10 Obaila Gl La 222 e el

see this story from Luke 10ina § g aigid 0 asagiily ja 10 Bl

pantomime.
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30. Jesus replied, ‘A man was
going down from Jerusalem to

Jericho. Robbers attacked him.

They stripped off his clothes
and beat him. Then they went

away, leaving him almost dead.

31. A priest happened to be
going down that same road.
When he saw the man, he

passed by on the other side.

32. A Levite also came by.
When he saw the man, he

passed by on the other side too.
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33. But a Samaritan came to the
place where the man was. When he
saw the man, he felt sorry for him.

34. He went to him, poured olive
oil and wine on his wounds and
bandaged them. Then he put the
man on his own donkey. He
brought him to an inn and took

care of him.

35. The next day he took out two
silver coins. He gave them to the
owner of the inn. “Take care of
him,” he said. “When | return, |
will pay you back for any extra
expense you may have.”
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Epilogue to Luke 10 on 3 September 2023 2023 mabivw 3 2 10 B gl K gl

After the example narrative of
the Good Samaritan, Jesus s A ) u'“"“ <l 9 ) o

asks the scribe: What do you [ g (o0 QS J) e ¢ g5
think: Which of the three was | ¢l ) Sq alaS s Ladi pls

atellow human being tothe B 3, g0 4S 391 (53 10 £ et i 4

man who was attacked by the il $ed £ 1B a3 Adas
robbers? The scribe answered: § 4, S gudd 4S 1 5303 Al
The one who had compassion | = 29 i Can

and cared for him. Then Jesus (S ) A (S e A g2 )

said to him: Go and do Bol) .OS Jae Jghaiiad g g
likewise. (Luke 10:36-37) (37-10:36




"Then go and do likewise" § «S Jes Jshaioad § 910 Gy
- this invitation also applies | ¢ g, 48 La o) s Ciged oyl -
to us who have heard and g o | oS (g el A gal

seen the example narrative § © ¢ 4 N
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of the Good Samaritan. We | 7, ° O > o

want to talk about this now | 295 228 (bt pRlsa
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Now we hear the N agd il a ¢ sis|

second reading from 3 13 Lia Al
the first letter of John Jad )3 Ua g dsg

in the 4th chapter. il g gl (4 ?JL@A
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8. Anyone who does not love does
not know God, because God Is
love.

9. Here is how God showed his
love among us. He sent his one
and only Son into the world. He
sent him so we could receive life
through him.

10. Here i1s what love i1s. It IS not
that we loved God. It iIs that he
loved us and sent his Son to give
his life to pay for our sins.

11. Dear friends, since God loved
us this much, we should also love
one another.
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Sermon for 3 September 2023 on 1
John 4:8b-11

Dear congregation!

1. I think this Is a great sermon text.
In a few sentences It summarizes
what the content of Christian faith
and life is: "'God 1s love. He loves
us. And we are to love one another."
What I think is great is the phrase
""God i1s love'. That's a Christian
definition of God. Yes, God rules,
too. But he 1s not domination. Yes,
God establishes justice. But even
with this good word, his nature Is
not clearly described.
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2. God loves - and he is love. Gis g 9 - 3,03 Cuiga 1A 2
This alone clearly and Qyreas iy el A ol Gl

definitively characterizes his 2idia ) g Cutla aid | gh
nature. No lonely dictator 2lgdi ) gilis yig
lives in heaven. In heaven lives / SHER A A8

the Father, Jesus and the Holy | 9 e <% 2004 4529 Cdgy
Spirit. When three people are (P o) g g3 ) g

in a group, often two join 09 K S i A By Al
together and the third remains AR Ay A g i) (At
alone. God, however, Is three Aila oo Lg 2 g AT 9 AT g

In one. Father, Son and Spirit e S A 135 Ll
are one, a community of love. P
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3. And out of love he creates the J§ad e 43 (Al 21 o), b2 3&e 3.3

world, he turns to man, he ) ol JSCiia a0 0 (55

eliminates the problem of sin. In- B\, 2 e Ly ol v A
the end, there is the communion J d“ \ = ‘udﬁé@ “i:
of love with the triune God in R S A ¢

heaven. "'In the world you are «‘*'“‘JF‘ s ‘-»“j I RS (A T
afraid™ (John 16:33b), Jesus S A (0 (< 16:33 L 5:)
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problems in our lives or we 100k B vl ¢ Scan (aniS 0 o8 3 6a gl
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middle and end of all life and our ) (B AS Gl La gl
world 1s God, who Is love.




4. Many thinkers and many
concerned people ask themselves In
a world that sometimes threatens
to break apart: what holds the
world together at its core? The
Christian answer is: the love that Is
God, that holds the world together.
This makes me calm. Of course, |
also worry about how our world is
going to go on, and sometimes |
don't know a solution to problems,
for example, at my work. But |
believe: at the bottom of this world
and my life i1s God, who Is love.
And so | get hope, | have support, |
feel safe and secure.
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5. Perhaps we know the story f§ (s=tis ige Gl s LG 5
of Isaac’s sacrifice from the [ axla—y | Gla—al) (ai Al A
Old Testament. God puts A e Gladial | ) asl ) A glas
Abraham to the test. He Is to ) el JhalA Aoy Cud ) 48
sacrifice his long-awaited son ) 5 UATH 3 ga e ¢JA4

Isaac out of obedience to , - A O
God. Abraham does what IS AS ) A bl gl S AL 2

God asks him to do. Just RS ?m‘ ‘-f“ﬁ = 3 )

before Abraham is about to

Kill Isaac, an angel comes :

and prevents the sacrifice of PRRIIN Ao O3 (A2 )
Isaac. Instead of the son, a  § AL @ s sla 4o 7 92 458
ram Is sacrificed. A g




6. In our faith, this story Is
on the margins. Perhaps
there can be an exceptional
situation in life in which we
are once tested like this.
The essence of our faith iIs
not expressed by this story.
Submission to God Is not
the secret of Christian faith.
What i1s at the heart of our
faith is told by the following
verses of our sermon text:
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/. "'Love consists not In this, that
we have loved God, but that he
has loved us. He sent his Son. He
took our guilt upon himself and
so reconciled us to God." (1 John
4:10) Our God does not ask us to
sacrifice our sons or daughters
for him. Rather, God himself
sacrifices his Son for us so that
we may be forgiven and
reconciled, at peace with God.
We hurt God with our sins. But
God does not return it to us In
the same way and hurt or kill us
because of It.
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8. Rather, he cuts his own flesh,
sacrificing himself out of love for
us In order to save us. God tears
apart the unity of Father and
Son on the cross to heal us. I am
thankful that out of love for us,
the Father ''did not spare his
own Son, but gave him to die for
us all'' (Romans 8:32ab). | am
thankful that Jesus "'loved me
and laid down his life for me"'
(Galatians 2:20c). | am proud to
be a Christian and to profess
such a God full of devotion and
love.
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9. "This is how God's love has § 2 1A cuaa 48 3 g0 458 lyy O
been made visible among us: B ga A&y juwn 103 sad JSET La
God sent his only Son into the ) dda) g Ay U Ml Sl 4 )

world so that through him we . e
might have true life."" (1 John ) cply s (289 (S5 4

4:9) At some point, we have [ == 48 u-"ﬁ"‘ > (4:9 ‘dﬁ&é
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Perhaps we lived in a land A S S L
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demanded submission from B, | g ag0a oSy s Akl ¢d —
us: one dictator on earth and R R NN
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10. Then we heard about Jesus,
the Son of God, who also came
to this lowest point. Then it
"clicked" with us and we drew
new hope. Jesus spoke so
differently about God, healed
our hearts and gave us courage

to return to God. Perhaps we
were without hope for other
reasons, had reached a dead
point. Then we heard about
Jesus, who made this point of
death a turning point.
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11. And so, like the prodigal
son of Luke 15, we all set out
on the way to the Father.
Perhaps with worn-out clothes
and with exhausted hearts.
And then he runs toward us,
toward me. Then God sets In

motion to run toward me. And
when he reaches me, he wraps
me In his arms and says to me:
"I’m Glad you're here!
Welcome home!"* And there |
am with God, at home with
Jesus.
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12. | have arrived at the
Father's house. No one can
drive me out of this home
anymore. Yes, life in this world
IS still not always easy.
Sometimes | have to work hard.
Sometimes, even now, the
problems seem to get the better
of me. But there | am. Jesus and
the Father are my housemates. |
am not alone. When | have
problems, | am helped. So |
relax, my heart comes to rest.
The hope Is me becomes strong.
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13. So at home and safe, | () 9 Al ol iy 13
now also get a task. sy A —a i LS ¢ oS
"Beloved, If God so loved us, §cuaa juwa 1L 138 &) ¢y 5ae
we 8\s0 MUSLIVE ONE |+ 11 SRSy aly i s (g 2,
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14. But | also have tasks that § Aid3 g (sl (= Ll 14
are fixed and with which | Ot A g At caalli 48 a1
have responsibility for a 5958 JLd 143 4l g

certain group of people, for § . . .
a certain cause: in my Cle S gl A2 )l

family, in my job, in my cadiadi )3 calod) giLA o alA
community. This is the place §4S Gl gla i) aldaala ).

to prove my love for my Ay cAoliad ey )y 2k i
neighbor, for my fellow A (e Aagl Al L R

human beings. This is where gy, . v N Lalil
my attention is needed, my e g il ol 050 Ly
discipline, my perseverance,
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15. Paul says: "'All competitors
practice renunciation in every
way. They do it to win a
perishable crown of victory. But
we do it for an imperishable
crown of victory. So my race
does not lead into the

unknown."' (1 Corinthians 9:25,
26a) In my service to others, In
my love for my neighbor, | can
and should always practice
anew. | do this In the certainty
that 1 myself am a beloved child
of God.
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16. Out of gratitude, | want to
pass on this love to my fellow
human beings. And | want to
feel, experience, discover and
practice again and again that |
am already at home. That the
Father runs toward me at all
times and embraces me in his
arms. That Jesus, In his devoted
love, sought death for me and
gave me an indestructible life. |
entrust myself to his love on good
and difficult days and may live
loved and loving as a Christian.
Amen!
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