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[Mlcanom 23 (y geakunx nepeknagax 22): 1-6

1 The Lord is my shepherd; | shall
not want.

2 He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still
waters.

3 He restores my soul. He leads me
In paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake.
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4 Even though | walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, | will fear no
evil,

for you are with me; your rod and your
staff, they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life,

and | shall dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.
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Introduction to Acts 27:13-29, 33-38

1. The theme of our worship service 1s
"On the Journey with God." The
Apostle Paul is also on a journey with
God during his missionary travels. At
the end of his missions 1n Jerusalem,
Paul 1s accused of causing unrest
among the Jews and of violating
Jewish law. As a Roman citizen, Paul
demands that the Roman authorities
have his case heard before the imperial
court 1n Rome.
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2. So Paul is sent as a prisoner, along i) 5108 27 Ju )l Jlael (0 a2 ol Litad D
with other prisoners, soldiers, and the o S b el ogiall dalid) 3lalaay jad
ship's crew, on a voyage to Rome. Our L ae dgal go (A Al Jafi L le
reading - our pantomime - begins as the et yhall lauy a5 Adlall &) sa¥) g dsilall
ship with Paul on board is traveling sla) Jlas puadd il Greal) G 0 lay)
along the southern coast of Crete. This sl b U_SY5 4adll 38 4xa (30 JS) aandii
account from Acts 27 is also the basis Ll & o)) s cciual soll ale iz Y bl ae
for the sermon. L s glels Lia sy



Acts 27:13-29, 33-38

13 Now when the south wind blew
gently, supposing that they had
obtained their purpose, they weighed
anchor and sailed along Crete, close to
the shore.

14 But soon atempestuous wind,
called the northeaster, struck down
from the land.

15 And when the ship was caught and
could not face the wind, we gave way to
it and were driven along.

16 Running under the lee of a small
island called Cauda, we managed with
difficulty to secure the ship's boat.
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17 After hoisting it up, they used Aidnl) ae 0 Jlally | gimtial 5 928 5 Lald YV

supports to undergird the ship; then, | sraia 68 ¢ al s Jla g adkaiad (o)) 1 sda
fearing that they would run aground on 22V g5 Ayl sl yall
the Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor Sl o) 8 ) se i Aialal) Ciie Can s VA
and thus were driven along. - - ol b ey gaall sl
18 Since we were violentl .. R E T v : N
storm-tossed, they bega nxfche next day A .ui} i‘ e@m ‘.jd‘ =t fﬁd‘,&j 5
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to jettison the cargo.

19 And on the third day they threw the
ship’s tackle overboard with their own
hands.

20 When neither sun nor stars
appeared for many days, and no small
tempest lay on us, all hope of our being
saved was at last abandoned.
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21 Since they had been without food for a
long time, Paul stood up among them and
said, “Men, you should have listened to me
and not have set sail from Crete and
incurred this injury and loss.”

22 “Yet now | urge you to take heart, for
there will be no loss of life among you, but
only of the ship.”

23 “For this very night there stood before
me an angel of the God to whom | belong
and whom | worship,”

24 “and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul;
you must stand before Caesar; and
behold, God has granted you all those who
sail with you.”
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25 “So take heart, men, for | have faith in
God that it will be exactly as | have been
told.”

26 “Nevertheless, we must run aground
on a certain island.”

27 “When the fourteenth night had
come, as we were being driven across the
Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors
suspected that they were nearing land.”
28 “So they took a sounding and found
twenty fathoms. A little farther on they
took a sounding again and found fifteen
fathoms.”

29 “And fearing that we might run on the
rocks, they let down four anchors from
the stern and prayed for day to come.”
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33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged
them all to take food, saying, “Today is the
fourteenth day that you have been in
suspense and continued without food,
having eaten nothing.”

34 “Therefore | urge you to take some food,
for this is for your survival, since not a hair
will fall from the head of any of you.”

35 And when he had said these things, he
took some bread, gave thanks to God in the
presence of them all; and when he had
broken it he began to eat.

36 Then they all were encouraged and took
food for themselves.

37 And we were in all on the ship two
hundred and seventy-six persons.

38 And when they had eaten enough, they

lightened the ship by throwing the wheat into

the sea.
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Testimony of Faith 3 August 2025

1. "Jesus' love led me to become a
Christian, and through Jesus I have found
Inner peace 1n a very uncertain situation.
Through Jesus, I am never alone; He 1s

with me every day until the end of my life.

This has given me a lot of hope. Jesus
says to me: ‘You have me and you don't
need to worry. With my help, everything
will be okay - and I will help you!’ I talk
to Jesus in prayer. I know that He listens
to me. He will find the best solution to my
problems.
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2. Jesus will also be with me after my

death. He helps me so that I will live in (JULYS U Lo glasY) (& (el -2

paradise. We beginners in faith are still g IR e fSH aladl G (A1 s
like children. I want to learn a lot more by sl ALbal) = sha g putiall CUSH 32 By A€l
attending church services, reading the o CJ‘f\ i el °J-°j‘ 50 Cmnpesal
Bible, and asking experienced Christians DL s S Y 5 15488 5% O e Y tplakal
questions. Faith is like salt in food. It's Ll @l 5 el alakall iy Leba  aulial
about adding not too much or too little salt 29 Uasuas gl (58S Ladie dliea mual
to the food, but just the right amount. ) 4l

Then the food will be very tasty, and with
the right faith, our lives will also be really
good."



Predigt

1. The Apostle Paul is a prisoner on the O\ Lagy A 4k B cpas d o0 g ) L1
way to Rome. The shipping routes in the Y+ ++ J& dlag )l 4 ) shal juaY) A 5l Jaill
Roman Empire 2000 years ago are well — oan¥) sl pe jlaal) oS s Gl ale

organized. But then sailing over the O el 3 S de )yl At (e e o gldll
Mediterranean with a large sailing ship <t (S5 al o gl ddde 8 Laa 3305 5ol (S
is much more dangerous than today. 8 Jlea Vg A8 ¢ g0 J g 995 ) 2e ) ge

There are no safe departure and arrival =~ <lla (S5 a1 cdidl) e 13 5 ¢ jluall 2aal
times, no technical device indicates the  .J&M <X da

course and 1f the ship goes down, there

1s practically no possibility of rescue.



2. On the south coast of Crete, the shipis ~ Cealy e S8 0 o gall Jalull A8 2
in a storm. The storm is very strong, the aly Adall ok ddalall CulS ddiale dndul)
ship is drifting in the storm. Part of the = s btuw Asalall & Cal )i V) dsl) adaios
cargo and equipment is thrown into the — «asai ) (sal Las ol 8 Clazall g 4 geall
sea so that the ship becomes lighter. The (e |88 (e 2885 cdaalall & jalnl daudl )5
storm continues, the people on the ship L) Ay 4 Jal S L
are slowly losing any hope of salvation.



3. This journey of ships - a symbol for
some situations of our lives. We're
getting 1nto a storm, the problems are
overhand, we don't see a way out,
nowhere. We're drifting, we don't know
what we can do. Hope disappears, we
despair.
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4. A man of God, Paul, is on the ship that =l ddale & dw Sl disddl i Je 4
is in the Mediterranean between Crete, 4 Ja ddiia s Lud s <y Sy Jaus giall (anY)
Libya and Sicily. He is the Apostle of the bl Y alal jedase aa¥) J gy 4d) | (pd o

Peoples. He shall come before the A K5 Ly callall daale A Jiai¥) Jesy s
emperor and bring the Gospel to the Cie Ao (e pen g il ral gl gl (e 4GS
capital of Rome. An angel reaffirms his Adalall 028 (o saiin Aaul

mission of God and says to him: you and

all the people on the ship will survive
this storm.



5. Maybe we know this, in the middle of  Js& dialall aad 8 1oyl 138 (o y2i lay ) 5
a storm, a voice that tells us: Fear not, 138 JS acad 8 ¢l | gaiin (A3 Y 1 pa U
you will make it! Or I suddenly feel an 43 ¢ oze Al ;i g AR aDliy 3lad el (gl
inner calm and the certainty in all fear: ¢ dal (e lars AT jadd Jwady o Jle
God is with me, He protects me. Or el Joal gl el oy gma 1 yedil
someone else gives me courage, pray for

me and I feel: with God's help the

journey goes on.



6. The ship with Paul on board is slowly
approaching the land and thus the saving
shore. Paul encourages everyone to eat
something to get new strength. He takes
a piece of bread, almost like the Lord’s
supper, thanks God in prayer, breaks it
and begins to eat. The others follow him,
the food makes new powers grow 1n
them.
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7. It 1s also good for us to eat in
communion, especially 1f we are not
feeling well: in the smaller or larger

family, in the Kreuzkirche, with friends.

The proximity of the others and the
filled stomach let us look again with
more hope into the future. This 1s
especially true for the Lord’s supper. I
stand 1n front of the altar with other
sinful and needy people, and I am filled
with the bread of life and the cup of
salvation. I feel again: Jesus goes with
me, Jesus will help me.
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8. Finally, Paul and the many others on
the ship, prisoners, sailors, soldiers, are
stranded on the 1sland of Malta. It's a
crash landing, but they have solid
ground under their feet again. We know
the same thing: after many difficulties
we often reach our goals: a permanent
job. The residence permit. The German
passport. Or: health after a longer
illness.
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9. Large passenger ships today are much
safer than the big sailboats then. But even
today, not all people come across the sea in
the comfortable cabins of a cruise ship.
Refugees were and are often traveling on
small boats in the Mediterranean to come
from their homeland where there 1s no hope
to come to Europe. A Syrian woman tells
what she experienced ten years ago:
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10. We are on a inflatable boat between
the Turkish coast and the nearby Greek
island. The sea is stormy, the boat with
more than 50 people, including children
and elderly people, fluctuates back and
forth. Again and again salt water floats
into the boat, hectic men with mugs try
to pour the water back into the sea so
that the boat does not become even
heavier and sinks.
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11. I'm afraid of my life. What do I do
when the boat drops? I can't swim. In
my despair I pray: Lord, help. Save us,
let us arrive safely. I pray over and over
again. In the end, we'll be fine. At the
beach I sit down and weep. I cry about
the danger and that it is over. I cry of
gratitude and happiness. That God

helped me here, I will not forget my life.

Music: Because I am Jesus' Sheep
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12. Anette and I travelled along the
River Main in Bavaria on our holiday
with the bicycles that also carry our
luggage. It's a nice bike tour, it 1s also a
symbol of our life. On the way, I often
sing the song “Because I am Jesus’
Sheep” and so the bike tour becomes a
parable to me also for our being on the
way with God.
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13. The cycle path on the Main 1s well
signposted. Whether we're going through
the middle of nature and there are paths
to the left or to the right or through the
streets and intersections of a suburb, a
small bicycle sign shows us the right
way.
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14. So we are guided on our way - with
others 1t 1s their navigation system that
guides them the right way. I think that
God also guides us invisibly through our
lives. We also see parents with their
children on the cycle path. I imagine: the
children do not know the whole way
they are going today and where 1t 1s
good to stop and rest.

14
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15. Sometimes, they're also complaining 058 agiS) il gall 4y gria (g0 S8 Blial 15

over more difficult parts of the journey. LaSbon a3l ) g rsaall (3 Hhall 48 j2a & agaall 5
But they trust their parents that they know (=) 4) & s ae Jal) QS LS Wl 0 il J) 5ha
the right way and guide them safely ) g Gl s g ALl dyy ) 4] (A llall
through the day. Like Jesus. He's my good e Sens G Sl Alagg o Sy
shepherd, He's got an overview and He Azaall (a8 sall (any

wants the best for me. He listens to my
pleas and complaints and brings me safely
to the destmation through some difficult
passages.



16. Cycling over several hours 1s not only

pleasure and joy, but also exhausting. I Jy crnd aiae pal Aleludaalda pall S 16
have to step into the pedals again and S 19 e Al sall gl () e Wal oy
again, just like to our life given by God Ll (e e LS 5 Jandl g agall () LS Uil
belongs effort and work. Cycling along (e e Job e dal il @ aie WAl L

the Main river, there are great routes W) (<15 DA daphs e dalld il llia
straight through beautiful nature, but also 2o Gk 8lalaay Ol i s Baclia il L
trails uphill and next to a busy federal 223 e )y

road.



17. Just like 1n life 1t 1s also that we are

rarely going only uphill, only in the 55 La 1530 Al gll Bladl A Jlal) 50 LS 17

smallest gears, but also rarely with the }fj“ s Lﬁ-‘SJ-’ s ‘UUJ-‘ u—"f‘ o ‘\%‘Jﬂf
highest gear at a very straight and smooth, dU‘L’ e . 5 L—*J‘ | padiina Lo ‘JJI/"J .‘Uf.ﬁ}
clearly arranged track. The normal are the € bf‘“‘ A Jt".“h ?Sa‘j‘d@““ﬁ ey WL 6-‘9-““
middle gears, sometimes closer to the Lzabdiall gag Al ) 8 Uoals o as sl Gy Al

small and sometimes closer to the big K & gfesl] g s ;“'AL"M. Q‘JZJ:‘%‘ (s ‘ﬁﬁ‘.\f‘-ﬁé‘g
gears. Just like in life: usually it is neither ~ 2* NS Y il Gl (8 3bal & o
terrible nor wonderful, but in between at a Al da g dy B Y L
good middle level.



18. Once on a steeply rising narrow path Dl DlasiVl aad Gua 1 pd e e il (18

next to a busy road, I lose the balance and (o CaiSai Cilain g () 58 08 and je (3 )k
fall down. I get up again. A little further 3 0 WA mual i3 e ¢(uld aay g 610080 3 griall
down the way, Anette is waiting for me. I Jhl & s 5B Gl GilS g Al

sit in the shadows and rest. sy g



19. Anette gets a cooling element for me 2 3 el (pe 2y 30 gl J sl 19

from a woman in the house next door. Gl jpall o sl sade L) | slaall J
That's good for my little wound. Why cilad aaas Q) ) oo (&1 ell Gaaa 3L (sl
did that happen, I wonder. But stupid o a2 mald e pu saclual) il g o S8
things just happen, I think then, and LS Ll Ylaa ST sall 138 el casall g 5
quick help is there, and on it goes. 1l A< juy damd) 5l BLual) 8

Overall, this day was still very nice. Just
like 1n real life under God's blessing!



20. On our bike tour we also visit Alyas Vae Wyl U ) ) el jally Lill a3 .20
beautiful cities. In Bamberg we digitally = < 8Y pe duaell A4 ga U jas ¢ judy 8
book a city tour for the next day, but asp )y OSa (g g By ol 81 ¢ JU o gl
there is only one ticket left. On Saturday (~5alls cAlua ) v delull Al A sa lasi el
the city tour already starts at 10 am, the = .Jush il sadl las Eua () i<l ) o)y

way from the hotel to the cathedral, O e Juanig U jal s (o)) Ly (2 5id) CaS
where the tour begins, is long. How are  alg glla g 1) lal s ¢ i fAaall Al 4 ()6
we supposed to do this and get another asad fal e o jsall yand Al 8 Ly
second ticket for the city tour? We pray, £ el (8 a3l )

and we have a good shepherd who cares
for us. At the end everything works, it 1s
a wonderful day in Bamberg.



21. Paul 2000 years ago and refugees Al GBasll GsaSllgale Yoo Jd e 2]

today on the dangerous Mediterranean. a5 ¢ gl day il | judadl) Jass i) (anY
God promises help, listens to prayers and slsr (8 A sedl Clal jalh Wil sa palin g celeall
saves. Our bike tour in July on the river Ja¥) 06 Blad ad e ds y cpld) jei Jsha uic
Main. We're being led. Sometimes it's (2l Line pllall el 5l unal 5 5S Ulaad 5 Sles
easy, sometimes it's more difficult. The o hall cld ) 8 e sl liba 8 cc0Uasl) 8
good shepherd is always there, on holiday, Ol (Liila s 3 4a

in everyday life, in dangers. We're on our
way with Him on the journey of our lives.
Amen!
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