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Easter Play - 5 April 2026

1. German man:

Now it’s Easter again. Spring has
arrived. Even when it was still very cold,
the Easter bunnies were already smiling
at you in the supermarkets. Colorful
eggs hang on bushes. But what is all
this supposed to mean? | find these old

traditions meaningless in today’s world.
And in the churches? On Good Friday
everyone is very sad because Jesus is
hanging on the cross. And on Easter
Sunday everyone is happy and
celebrates the victory of life. What kind
of victory?
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2.

The world is going downhill anyway.
From my point of view, every day is
“Good Friday”. War in Ukraine, war in
lran, and in so many other places.
Violence rules, and the powerful do
whatever they want. People retreat into

their digital bubbles and hardly talk to
each other anymore. We are destroying
the climate with the attitude: “After us,

the flood.” Easter - | can’trelate to it at
all.
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3. Ukrainian woman:

This has been important to me since
childhood: that Jesus died for our sins and,
above all, rose from the dead. Here in
Ukraine there are many beautiful traditions
connected to this, which we have always
kept. But the war destroys everything. | am

so exhausted from the constant fear, the
bombed houses, the alarms even during
the night. Why are we treated like enemies
when we have done nothing, slaughtered
like cattle? Faith is important to me, but
often | can only pray: Lord, help. Let this
night be peaceful. | can’t go on. I’'m at the
end of my strength.
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4. Mary Magdalene:

Jesus was the star of my life. He freed me
from the demons that once ruled me. With
Him, a new life began for me. With His
disciples and with Him, | traveled through
the land and withessed how He healed the
sick and spoke so wonderfully about God.
Then we came to Jerusalem and entered
the city in celebration a week ago. And
suddenly His opponents gained the upper
hand and everything happened very
quickly. He was arrested and crucified the
very next day. Something so terrible. All
the disciples ran away.
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5.

But | at least wanted to give the dead Lord
the honor of anointing his body. So early
this morning after the Sabbath we set out
for the tomb. Just before we arrived we
thought: there is that big stone in front of
the tomb. We won’t even be able to reach

him to anoint Him. But when we got to the
tomb, the stone was gone. And inside the
tomb sat an angel who said to us: “Do not
be afraid! You are looking for Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified? He is not
here; he has risen.” That was too much for
me. | ran away from the tomb, terrified.
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6.

So what has happened
now? I’m here now anc
completely confused.
think about it.

Jesus: Greetings, Mary. It is me. |

to Jesus
still
first have to

am alive. | have risen. Do not be
afraid, Mary. Life has won. | am the
resurrection and the life. Go to the
other disciples. Tell them that | have
risen. They will see me too.

(Mary falls at Jesus’feet.)
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/. Thomas:

In the last few days | have hidden away.
When | heard that Jesus had actually died
on the cross, everything collapsed for
me. | didn’t want to hear or see anything
anymore. Suddenly there was a knock at
my door. Matthew stood in front of me.

“Thomas, where have you been? We’ve
been looking for you all over the city. You
look exhausted. Haven’t you heard yet?
Jesus has risen, He is alive! A few days
ago, on the first day of the week, He was
with us. ‘Peace be with you’, He said to
us. Come, Thomas, get up!”
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8.

| replied: “Matthew, I’m sure you mean
well. But leave it. | can’t believe it. First the
high point when we entered Jerusalem with
Jesus as the Messiah! Then His death, the
absolute low point. | can’t take any more.
Unless | see the marks of the nails in His
hands and put my fingers into them, |
cannot believe it.”

After a few days | pulled myself together
and went to the other disciples. Matthew
had said: “On the first day of the week we’ll
meet again around noon in our meeting
room. Come along!” Now | am finally back
with the others. | wonder what awaits me
here.
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O. Jesus:

Peace be with you! Peace be with you,
Thomas! Come, it is me, Jesus. | was
crucified and have risen again. It is
true! Put your finger here and see my
pierced hands! Trust me, it is me, your
Jesus. | am alive!

Thomas: My Lord and my God! It is
you! You are truly alive! What joy!
Jesus: | am glad that you trust me,
Thomas! Blessed are also those who
have not seen me and yet believe in
me.
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10. German:

What a beautiful scene! Jesus comes
especially to the doubting Thomas and
convinces him that He is alive. Yes, | think
there is something about Jesus. He is a
special person, and even more than that.
There is a special attraction that comes from
Him. That gives me hope. We are not alone
with all the mess that is happening in the
world. With Jesus there is still such a positive
force of life. That gives me courage.
Pessimism and cynicism do not have the last
word after all. | want to hear more about this
positive force. | want Jesus to meet me too! |
want to belong to the community of those
who hope!
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11. Ukrainian woman:

Easter - these are beautiful traditions
that we cannot fully live out now
during the war. But Easter is more.
Jesus lives; He is invisibly among us.
He is there, not only when everything
ives Is normal, good, and

In our
beautiful. He is there even when | am
exhausted. He is there even if the war
continues. Jesus gives me strength
for life and hope. | am not alone.
Jesus, with the wounds in His hands,
IS here with me!
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12. Jesus:

My friends, you no longer need to be
afraid! | have risen and | am alive!
Even though | will soon return to the
Father in heaven and you will no
longer see me, | will be invisibly
around you! | am God’s Son, and no
power is greater than | am. | have the
ability and the strength to help you
whenever you need me. Strengthen
one another in your trust in me.
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13.

And tell others about me! Everyone
should know that | am there for
them. | want to give people life in
abundance already here - inner
peace and forgiveness. And after this

life, eternal life! Remember all the
words | have spoken to you about
how you can live well together, and
follow them! Continue on the path of
faith with me. | am always with you,
every day, until the end of the world.
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Sermon 5 April 2026 — Reflection on
an image

Dear congregation,

1. In the image, two bright areas of
color can be seen. They shine vividly,
breaking through the gray
background. The upper area is light,
even, with soft contours, like a gentle

sun. The lower one appears like solar
explosions, like fire, like pure energy
with a glowing core and dark patches
resembling burn marks.
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2.0n closer inspection, the dark
patches become arms, a head bent
downward, and a body with bent
legs. The posture recalls depictions
of Jesus on the cross. His body
appears shadowy, wounded, and at

the same time permeated by light.
The crucified one stands at the
center of this pulsating field of
energy.
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3. Does the energy emanate from the

crucified one and flow from Him to Cosbeaall (o A8 038 a0 Ja L3
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4. The figure in front has its arms
spread to the sides in an almost
dance-like lightness. There is
something floating about it. The face
turns slightly upward, as if being
called or addressed. Behind it stands
a larger figure. Here, too, arms are
raised, as we know from images of
the resurrection. Jesus, the risen
one, shows his wounds.
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5. “ltis me, who passed through
death into life - transformed, yet still
recognizable.” The suffering is
overcome, yet Jesus still bears its
marks. Perhaps here Jesus is also
lifting His arms in blessing and

saying, “| am with you always, to the
end of the world.” The small,
dancing, floating figure between the
crucified and the risen one could
also represent Jesus.
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6. Descended into the realm of
death, lifted from the grave into
heavenly light, transformed into the
Lord of the world. Or does the small
figure stand for us? As if we are being
drawn by Jesus, the risen one, out of

the heaviness of the earth into the
lightness of heaven - then, when we
die, and even now.
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7/.\We are connected with Jesus, the
light that makes us shine, that fills us
with hope and confidence. He is
close to us and stands behind us,
even in suffering, in tears, and in
discouragement. Thus, a mysterious

energy works within us, helping us to
rise each day, to stand upright, to go
about our tasks. This life-creating
energy brings about peace,
reconciliation, healing, comfort,
relief, and life
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8. A horizontal line divides the image g_M\ c_s—°' ,,Jj__aj\ @5\ i 8

in the lower third. It begins in black
A N u \m \
and continues to the right as a s Ol L LAS"J

golden-yellow line. How can we s U“J‘ - Toal 2EN uj\ dﬁu
interpret it? Isita symbolof our life- | e 3lis SLbial ja ) o8 Ja To yuss

imperfect, marked, weak, yet ST (Adymin ‘C‘J*L alefia alalS

Interwoven with the life energy of SET i o o
Jesus? Connected and grown ‘U‘”U‘“ Jae Bl 481 = Al )i

together with Jesus, the crucified and | = e:‘mb WEPAICIN| & g R B4 g
risen one. S gall




9. The line becomes a ray of light that
accompanies the entire path of life
and leads into eternity. Let us look
once more at the figure of the risen
one in the upper disc of light: how He
stands there, in the center, firmly
anchored, and how He raises His
hands in blessing, as if He wanted to
sustain and expand the circle of light
around Him.
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10. We are meant to know: it has
happened. Jesus has risen. He is above
and within all things with His transforming
and life-renewing power. Life has
swallowed up death. It is already a reality in
our world in need of redemption. Despite
everything we experience, nothing and no

one can stop this dynamic of life - nothing
can stop Jesus. Amen!

(Kerstin Baderschneider, “In the Light of the
Easter Sun,” Worship Institute Nuremberg,
adapted by G. Weber)
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Sermon Easter 5 April 2026 -
Confession

Dear congregation,

1. Easter is the Christian spring
celebration. In spring, the year
begins anew. The sun grows stronger,
the light increases. In nature, things
grow and bloom again; the power of

life can be felt anew. The year
becomes young again, and feelings
of renewal and fresh joy in life fill
both young and old. And Jesus has
risen.
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2.After the darkness of His suffering
and death, the light of the world is

here again and shines upon us. Jesus’
divine life force has conquered death;

strong and indestructible, He stands
before us. This gives me confidence
for my life and for yours. Even though
our lives still face difficulties and
challenges alongside all that is
beautiful, we are not alone in them.
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4. Jesus, the victor, goes before
me; He gives me strength, he gives
me courage, and even death will
one day not separate me from Him
and His divine life force. Because
Jesus hasrisen, | also have hope
for our world. It is not lost, as we
sometimes believe.
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5. Even though wars and climate
change are setting the tone at the
moment, our world still stands in
the light of the risen Jesus, who
reigns over our world and blesses
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6. All those who now set the tone on
the stage of the world will step down,
and | can already see behind them the
Lord of life shining forth, who began
his reign at Easter. Thus, at Easter |
feel full of strength and confidence
with Jesus, filled with joy in life and

optimism, with energy and serenity. |
know: Jesus lives, life prevails. Sin and
death have lost their power over our
lives. The springtime of this world has
begun. Amen!
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