International Easter Play on 20 April
2025 (apart from 22+23: Ukrainian Farsi)

In the Kreuzkirche

1. Benjamin: Hello Kamran, it's nice to see you
here again on Ho ly Thwsday in the international
meeting place of the Kreuzkirche. The weather is
nice, spring is here. Life LS Ioeauﬁﬁd, isn't it? And
the best thing 1s: my wife S having a child. That's

what 1've wanted for a long time. And now the
Easter holidays Iaegin. 1 don't have to work, that's

great. You don't have to work here in church
asylum. But you don't look happy. Is there a
dispute among you church asylum seekers?

2025 Jud 20 (3 sl il s i
(deanyldly L3131 123 22, Lily)

55585 ‘\-M“{ 3

Lo (551850 gy Gaman <ol o8 oo sl 1

LS'“J“SJJ{‘\‘”& Sl Pl G el s o

NSl ciliar sLd s CURR
3 Mg | %AM&%) Jﬁdﬂbﬁ }\
Vu&wj"’yt)f\ \.,Ubj cJ.o.’.S AQC\J&-
Jo a0 ¥V ST LS e 3 L Jaall
TSl 3 ook JUS Gy plio ol 2l




2. Kamrad: No, that's all okay. Oh you ¢ : :
’ ’ Py <0 \&\S.«\: \.:ch; \ KZ
know, 1 have a lot of time to think (Lu K 7 F =

here. And all this crap that 1 have o J{J L M w}\ J*° f"ﬁ\ ‘5’\3

experienced comes up again and PLYRTE ja)\ Lg SR Oy Lg,\\\ ;\J@J\

again, and that makes me stressed. 3 Jg;\ Bk Sarg . 5 yj\ é "
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camp, asylum applica’cion, interview R¥: .L“SAB'Y\ Mﬂ - QLU. ‘s sz
with the Federal Office. This is already el e Lasay j:y\

caus ing me stress.

leave this church asylum. Back to the




3. Kamrad: Whafc if they Veje.ct my ua\‘;\ ¢ =l AL lizdy o 13 : .DJAK 3
asylum application? Then file an

olajecﬁon,1 Or 2 years ofwaiﬁng for the A\:‘“ 1.2 JLA J ‘Uoﬁ ‘;w ‘2 ‘; d

court date. Will the judge believe that1 (&' gﬁ‘au\ Shae Ja i8S s g o
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poﬁticians: 'LUega[ migrants are
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put me in prison right away? 1'm afraid, UML»
Benjamin. "
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4. Benjamin: You know, 1'm scared too, Lf ” t’u (L’u Lf:juw
I'm honest. Trump is now sitting in the V*J\ 3 QY\ u-u-B- ol Lale &S
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anyone, but he does have respect fov . L
Putin o_f all people. Trump will not 6 " J ' j U r}é S C?

defend European countries against MJJM Slegll 42 :\:t’JJJY\ Jﬁ'\s\ S
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protect ourselves from this aggressive
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5. Benjamin: The money for this is
[acking in other areas, for examp le in
climate protection. Many say: yes, there
may soon be war here too. Insanity. And

now we are bringing a child into the

world. The weather is nice and pr[va‘cely ]
am happy, but the world situation is also
more dangevous for us here in Germany
than it has been for a long time. Mayloe

the pastor will say a prayer fov both of us
V'Lgh’c away. We need it.
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In Jerusalem on the Sabbath after
the death of Jesus

6. Peter: That 1 meet you here, Mary
Magdalene, with your daughter. 1 didn't
expect that. Ac’maﬂy, ] didn't want to see any
of our Lord's disciples again. | am very sad
and confused. Jesus is dead. 1 could never
have imagined that. He's the Messiah, isn't

He? The Messiah doesn't die, does He? Or
were we all wrong? But you women, you,

discip les, were at least there when our Master

§

Dgo dny Sl oy ol 3
&“*
"w)g?&/“) ﬁé ﬁﬁj : V“-’ @f\%-v\**f\
&fj f-u)?- \;\ L5)"9\°j° L’) .,\w\)gu,odg\
&) 13T el J:i‘ng.w, Sle o) L&
oLl L{\Om?wﬂaah,aug\{\?&\b{
bem&?&ﬂud&{c@' L




7. Peter: 1 hid yesterday. But the day
Ioefore yes‘cevday, at the Passover. You've
pvo’oa/o ly heard of it. 1'm so ashamed.

Aﬁer all, 1was the on[y one brave

enough to come with me to the

courtyavd of the Supreme Priest's palace,
where Jesus was interrogated. But then a
servant there said to me: you also Ioe[ong
to Jesus. At that moment it came out of
my gut: | don't know him. 1was asked a
total of three times, and my answer was
always: Jesus, 1 don't know him.
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8. Peter: 1 was terrib [y aycraid of Ioe'mg
arrested, in’cewoga’ced and beaten. But
then the rooster crowed, ahfeady fov
the second time. Jesus had predicted
exacﬂy that: "Tonight, Ioefore the
rooster crows twice, you will deny me
three times and say that you do not
know me." (Mark 14:30) Never in my
life have 1 wept more than the day

Ioefove yes‘cerday when 1 denied our
Lovd.
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9. Peter: 1, who ﬁrst confessed ¢ & Y ;\ 25 ggi\ﬁ\ i L e .9
Jesus as the Messiah. 1, whom gt e 0&\ sl b Zg:...l\ 9

Jesus once called the rock on Lk d\b ), &J 5 el 1 30 DS
which he wanted to build his ca Vig (18 116 ) M,,{

church. (Matthew 16:18b) Hence c\::\: ;J 5 sl ol

my name 'Peter”, Greek for rock.
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Old Simon isn’t a rock aﬁev all,
I'ma disgusﬂng piece of dirt.
Excuse the expression, Mary. I'm
so ashamed.




10. Mary Magdalene: Yes, |
have heard, dear Simon, how
you denied our Lord. 1 was

ashamed of you too. How |
always admired you (in the

pas‘c, your cowrage and your

leadership. Yes, you have
faﬂen deep.




1. Mary Magdalene: Yes, 1 was there
when Jesus was crucified yesterday. It
was the most terrible day n my l'gfe,
al‘chough] have also expevienced
terrible days in the past. How terrible
it was when 1 was ruled on SO many
demons. And 1 was ac‘cua”y born
again when Jesus freed me from all my
demons and 1 ﬁnaﬂy became a ﬁree
woman. And then 1 was allowed to go
with you, with Jesus.
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12. Mary Magdalene: What an | Ve By 8 03 :d]us £ 012
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breathed a sigh of relief and
came alive in the love of God that ) - o
Jesus preached, in the love of a2 Lk, ¢ e A S

esus, in your kindness towards a MKJ .2531.\ - ke 9 <fy
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13. Mary Magdalene: But then everything e J{‘Jﬁ J T ff 3
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and then His death. 1 didn't understand
S
everything He said. But 1've heard: "My ‘f‘{J bl ‘J'éj Sl Lﬁ‘“ﬁﬁ

God, my God, why have you fovsaken J’“ 'u) “’\-r s \éj \’ (34 15 u‘@f)
me?" (Mark 15:34) What a terrible end! § Y s 4! o K)ﬂ LS| 7 1 @,«: C)K

A[so]esus, the Messiah, abandoned on
God? 1 can't believe it! And why did He

have to die at all? Has He not redeemed
us, and should He not redeem 1srael?
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14. Mary Magdalene: And now it's all Ul s o K e O y 1adast| f 0 .14

over. | am a’oysma“y sad. All hope n L,3 L 5 u\{ S Al J,oﬁ J{ 4l g

me that was so strong is gone. There , 3
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different from you men. 1 have made {\ 0 0 e ge Sade e ) L S.&

an appointment with Mary, the bacs «3Y S35 39 . dluy Lgtm
mother of] ames, and with Salome. oL

Later, when the Sabbath is over, we
buy fragrant oils. (Mark 16:1)




15. Mary Magdalene: Tomorrow

mom'mg we will anoint

bodly. 1 always thought

T J
Jesus
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would raise me up when 1 died.

But now 1 have to pay my last

respects to the dead Jesus.

What

terrible days! Wasn't Jesus right

n dying when He said: "My God,

my GOOL W’/ly have }/OMJCOVS&’/{@/'L

us?" (Mark 15:34)
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In Jerusalem on Easter
morning after the resurrection
of Jesus (only 22 and 23: Ukr-

German)

16. Jesus: Mary! Mary
Magdalene: My teacher! You're

alive! Hope is back! Every‘ching
will be ﬁne.’

- @453\ e C\"”a o) 3
i 23 5 22) Fye Aald

RGN

PURCY £ 0l e :@4,.16
le SV ] s 31 ] alas
ol b o oS o8 8




17. Jesus: Peace be with
you! Peter: So Mary is right
aﬁer all, our Lord lives!
Jesus of Nazareth, our

Messiah! My Lord and my
God! Lord, forgive me!
Lord, forgive me! Lord,

forgive me!



18. Kamran: Jesus lives! The Easter
story of Jesus' resurrection must furst
remind me of this. 1was so
discoumged, only saw the d'gfﬁcu[ﬂes
in front of me. But you, Jesus, are
there, invisible around us, invisible
at my side. Yes, the road that leads
to a saﬁsﬁed l'gfe here in Germany is
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19. Kamran: But you are with me
at every moment on this path,
Lord Jesus. 1'm never alone. And
you support me shfongly, ] can
always tell you in prayer what is
Ioothering me. You are there,
stand on my side, hel}o me. 1 have

new courage and new faith. Jesus

lives, Haﬂelujah.’
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20. Benjamin: Wow, Easter is not u,ol Zr:aal A ) b romeldy .20

Just a spring fesﬁval and means
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days oﬁf, family reunions and
nice food and Easter eggs
hunﬁng with the nieces and
nephews.’ Easter is a celebration
of hope! Jesus, the merciful God
lives! Our world is not lost. Jesus
CO-governs our world and will
lead it to a good goal.




21. Benjamin: Jesus has Ioasicaﬂy @_& . IR J“\““ 21

already overcome evil! Jesus goes

ahead of us and will guide us Wt @""“5 !/j:J\ J“ Jadll
through everything well! The  § !> J(...A ;,dw J{ Lg 1 ST

Trumps and Putins and
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triumph, they are only temporary uw 2 (’1(' N3 3
dark figures. Jesus is the victor, : j.a,.l Y. @w AB%e RS

our light and our peace.’ . N .
Hallelujah! sty )5

whatever they are called will not




22. Mary, Mother of Jesus: That 1 may
still live to see this! Jesus, my son, risen! |
gave birth to him, back then in this
stable in Bethlehem. 1 watched Him grow

up and always lenew: He is something
very speaal’ Then He went out into the
open, healed, spoke SO wondevﬁt ly of
God! Gathered His disc'qoles, you. Then
the terrible last days. My son on the
cross and 1 underneath. Why, God? And
then you to ld me, Peter and Mary, that
you saw Him. At furst 1 couldn't believe it.
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23. Mary, Mother of] esus: Later, my Son, the
Son of God, also appeared to me. The
happ lest moment of my life.’ Evevything that
was said about His birth at that time has
been ﬁdﬁ[led. Now there is a deep peace in
my heart. Now 1 can say goodbye to this
world soon. 1will also see my son again in
eternity. Not only me, all of us. Jesus lives
and we will live too! Did not my Son say: "He
who believes in me will live forever"? Amen,
so it will be, Ha“elbg'ah.’ Everyone else:

Hallelujah! Jesus lives and we will live too!
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Sermon Easter 20 April 2025 on the occasion of 20.4.25 s aaldll u e das
the 65th birthday " “J Ll «;—N:» i

Dear congregation! LS s

1. Yesterday 1 twrned 65 and so 1 would o G
like to look back on my life in this Easter 3 Ay ¢ el Vo\c 65 el o iy 0d L1
sermon. | am a pastor of our y dko EWEI 33 crjj | aoldll e dae

interzjftfa\t/i;);w}cl Kreu%kirche. aT-jcl ] ’:sk B L - st Ju Mx{ u° \,
myself: What experiences in life have L sl - K 6‘5 oLL d ol

shaped me and made me Wl’lO ] am

today? When 1 was a child, from 1966- 3l 1966 f\c W “"‘{\"’“& Srﬁcs

1971, | lived with my parents and sister in \"“ L..3 t,,ﬁ" &.5“% - e d‘1971 s’k
Athens, Greece. Lol 3:3\




2. My fa’cher was a teacher at the
German School there. 1t was a
Ioeau‘cifu[ time back then in sunny
Greece and it shaped me to
experience my l@fe abroad as a child
in the and to 6th gvade. We
experienced a lot of hosp i’cali’cy there
in Greece. Once we took an

Orthodox priest with us on car on
the island of Crete.
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3. When we were at his home,
he invited us to dinner. Later
we expevienced an Orthodox
Easter Vigi( in his village.
Hosp i‘cali’cy in Greek means
philoxenia, to be a ﬁfiend to

the stranger. Jesus says: "l was

a stranger and you welcomed
me." (Matthew 15:35¢)
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4. When many refugees came to

Germany 10 years ago, | also

wanted to "be a frlend to the
strangers’ and that we as a church

congregation meet them hosp itab ly.

That is what we have done and that

has changed our Kreuzkirche. 1t

was the experience of hosp itali’ty as
a child in Greece that motivated me

as a pastor to meet Veﬁjtgees with

kindness.
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interested in poliﬁcs and S g Mu\’ I VS‘U’J‘“’J
expevienced how unjust our world JC\ K Llle VIE ) Lﬁ-«d fUa\

is. Most Germans and many in b/ | MJ,J 3)3\ L; UJJ*“{J O\L}}

Western Europe and North ROCRIRUR é o) 3 o sdun A

5. As a teenager in the 1970s, 1 was

America were ahready liv Ing in
prosperity at that time, but large % U‘° f§ e JQJ

parts of the world's popu[aﬁon n /M A9 }5 89 B pad w{u j,L
the south were poor, many were e s, ol sk Lo ey aem

starving. 1 longed for a just world. Nale




6. Like many at that time, 1 N> 3 Ul e syl J.w .6
dreamed of a socialist soclety. But 5 jw szg (t& O3 35

where this was attempted, the
dream unfortunately quickly ol s f\*d sl e ﬂ)

twrned into antghtmave. Tootay,] i~ gt fﬁﬁt\ 'U‘“ﬁgdt (K.L\ J j‘ Ls

no longer believe in an ideal Jladl Ll ﬂ L}U.\ té\; O”J;\
society. But we can fight for more Jtéjg\j | [BWA] o Y J?K g

Jjustice and show solidarity with ol ol oY e el
people who are suffering and O o T Cv
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hav ng a hard time.



7. For Anette and me, this means
that we are uncondiﬁonaﬂy

committed to Veﬁtgees and migrants

In our soclety, that we stand up for
them, so that ’chey can ﬁnd a good
way to live in our country. The Bible
says: "Open your mouth to the
justice of all the weak." (Proverbs
31:8) "Righteousness exalts a people,
but sin is ruin for a country."

(Proverbs 14:34)
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8. At the age of 20, | Ioegan to s‘tudy
theo[ogy. It took a few years of
searching until 1 found in God the one

who holds the world together at its core.

That was when 1 decided to make faith
in God my pmfession. With God, 1
wanted to understand the world and
understand its inner b [uepr'mt.

Theology, the Christian doctrine of
God, helped and still helps me to ﬁnd

good orientation in l@fe and in the

world.
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9. And 1 enjoy teaching others in oled! Y f‘\“ C"\“\ 6.9
the Christian faiﬂfl. One ’ch'mg Al Al ;L,.,A] Lf‘“““L\
that is important to me: We are g r\o\a ua\.ou.»\ e L3 9B L}

all sinful people and live beyond e 13y . w93 3 @\a sl g

paradise. That is why our lives 1. ) e O 5\;:5L> i

are not only stmp le, but we are

always faced with problems. 1 ol aiel el Klow aolg ol

)

believe that God always presents Obast ¢l F o2 A

Uus humans Wlt’/l cha”enges.




10. L'gCe here is not a walk in the pavk, but
ﬁt” of tasks that we have to solve and in
which we have to prove ourselves. God
does not do that because He wants to
make life dﬁcult for us. Rather, we
should mature with these cha”enges,
learn ﬁrom them and trust God in all
situations of life. This also app[ies to our
glo’oal poliﬁcal situation and the
increasingly difﬁcul‘t times. God reigns
over everythlng and He holds the threads

’coge’cher In a way that is hidden ﬁrom us.
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1. Today we celebrate Easter. .
B & . aeldll | s 11
Jesus has risen from the dead. As | ¢ Aolu] Ay g j'J J&-&

the Living One, He goes Ioefove ‘\:’ "J\*‘“\’ *D\j"’m N @w
us. This brings me, after "alloa\" P "2'\'9\..,5 NPT YOO RVE

"hospi’cali’cy", "justice” and e L ) w\ f‘S\""S "

"Christian ’ceachmg", to what is X

the most important ‘c’ning to me L @M u\&}} “; el (gy
of all: faith in Jesus. This faith 3 b P C}O 90 (57 oy
gives me a ﬁrm foot'mg In life .g\,:;\ o< \_},_,\j s J9Y g\ﬁ;\
and a conﬁdent attitude to life.




12. The fact that Jesus loves me and
glves me an indestructible fe in His
resurrection holds my lL fe together at
its core. Jesus is risen and goes before

us. He is our King. But He does not rule

like a secular k'mg ov pres ident, and He
is not concerned with external power
and glory. He shows himself hidden as
lfdng to those who seek Him and to

those who trust in Him and live with
Him.
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13. Thus He shows himself -l uaw‘y\ o dols CU_(% 13

recisely in the case of people ol
precisely f peop ot Vg 1 Sty e 2
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who are in the process of
Ioecommg Christians, as the one

who works miracles and is able to lad u& J-’mb Q\}?*L\ -

heal the sick. And He also meets | oW\ oy }5 oy 3layy . o2
many in dreams or in inner A r\).;ﬁ\ IV -y e Jo Zo

inspirations, thus helping them A sely e s\ r@y\ N ye
to attach themselves to Him anew 5L @3 u‘w\j a0 Jua! 53kl J&

and to live in his spirit.




14. In particular, Jesus has a
heart for the POoY and ’nelps the
afﬂic‘ced and the Veﬁztgees, the
sick and the victims of violence.
He is their S‘Ufeng‘ch as God the

Son, who himsebf became poor,
had to ﬁee, became a victim of

violence. It gives an indissoluble

digni’cy to those who have no

special pro’cecﬁon In socie’cy.
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15. And He blesses the deedls
that we do in His will.
Whoever does not only revolve
around themselves and their
own prosperity, but also helps
others and is mercgcml n
following Jesus, Jesus places

His Iolessing on their deeds of

mercy.
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16. Jesus the Risen One is our
King. He is k'mg for those who
trust in Him. Trusting Him,
opening ourselves to Him and

aligning our lives with Him is the

best ‘ching we can do. The more
we do this, the more we

experience how the mercifizd King

lovingly and resolute ly guides

our lives.




17. What has shaped my life so Lo C""v g\ua L,Kw LSJ\S
that 1 became who 1 am today at 2~ < 65 e B rjj w 5

65 as a Christian and pastor? \,o \MA
The experienced hospitality as a e \-fr s ‘-5‘5 4 U“g J

child in Greece, the topic of @”ﬁ”ﬁ u\‘J‘S Mabs «.,\5

"justice” in my youth. The Aol ‘5\3\.»3 d\-*-“ 3 RIS
Christian Doctrine from My (/3' u\; U\EJRtoR s )5 f\’\

Student Days. And since then
L
and to this day, faith in Jesus has J(w s d\i Jo Vs Loy

shaped me above all. e | ‘Lﬁ“ J( 59 Lﬁ""aﬁu




18. And finally: community, community aclos < A (‘fg M&\ 1 9\3 18
of believers, community in which people € Ll \.,ax L as
help each other. This has accompanied @d oAp VW o
me as a task thvoughou’c my pastor’s J<“° S j3 LK““) 9 ¢ u“-"{ d\*> ‘\ua
life and in a special way n the last 10 é w\l jw,j y__‘,j N ua\,

years in our Kreuzkirche, which has B LAy Cm] d‘S .l 4

become international. Here it is

important to me and Anette: We want Uﬁi u\ .y \"“\J L; “*‘*‘d\’ v‘;

to be a church that is open to everyone Cﬁ-\ PEVAPES f\; to..ﬁ 5 gl
who comes and in which everyone feels J 5""'3) oo ﬂ\:

welcome and accepted.




19. We want to be a community in 4l rﬁ\.w HSs Qj&’ J\ &y .19

which we contribute with the < . PR
P kel Lkl & 4l
cultural identity that we have, as Wg L5‘\ %j

Ukrainians or lranians or Aﬁficans. Al V‘ajj L3J "‘3)\3\ d“’\J\ J\
And at the same time ﬁnd unity in S, J{ B @w L3 3\ 35

Jesus.across all cultural If)oundaries. s SO o 3-3,\@ N wu\
Being the pastor of this church ' 8 s

requires all my s’cvength and o\).,aj\j ) qg\ .,\4\; d jﬂ J{ Lﬁ“

creativity and my regular prayer and Sy (S Al 0 gvil 79 J_S\j okl
that the Holy Spirit will always show § ~ ) |l
me the way. U




20. On my 65th birthday, 1 look
back gm’ceﬁdly and conﬁden‘cly

forward. Furthermore, 1 am very
happy to be the pastor of this

church. May God continue to

bless us and may the risen Jesus
streng’chen us in fal’ch and go
ahead of us n conﬁdence, love

and Joy.

Amen!
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