Play for Jeremiah 29

1. The people of Judah in the
southern part of Israel have long
turned away from God In their
hearts. They do not obey God's
commandments. The prophet
Jeremiah therefore announces
God's judgment on them. In 597
BC, the time had come: the king
of Judah had to capitulate to
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon. Part of the upper class
of Judah is deported to Babylon.
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2. Among the Jews In exile In
Babylon there are many who
say. It cannot be that Judah is
ruled by Babylonians. We Jews
must ally ourselves with other
powers In order to defeat the
Babylonians. We will only stay

here Iin Babylon for a short
time. Soon we will return to
Jerusalem. That is surely God's
will. Jeremiah writes a letter to
the Jews In exile in Babylon. In
It, he writes what God has said
to him, Jeremiah.
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10. The LORD says, ‘You will
be forced to live in Babylon
for 70 years. After they are
over, | will come to you. My
good promise to you will come
true. | will bring you back
home.

11. 1 know the plans | have for
you,” announces the LORD. ‘I
want you to enjoy success. |
do not plan to harm you. | will
give you hope for the years to
come.

L; Kefvéj& dﬁll

f”J;m &%ﬁw
.’/”oJa- S.L&chw r\)\.‘»




12. Then you will call out to me. You
will come and pray to me. And | will
listen to you.

13. When you look for me with all
your heart, you will find me.

14. 1 will be found by you,’
announces the LORD. ‘And | will
bring you back from where you
were taken as prisoners. | will
gather you from all the nations. |
will gather you from the places
where | have forced you to go,’
announces the LORD. ¢1 will bring
you back to the place | sent you
away from.’




5. Joseph, a former leading priest
from Jerusalem, now in Babylon,
says to these words of Jeremiah: 70
years in exile, then | will never see
Jerusalem my homeland again.
That Is a very sad announcement.
Is it not possible that we, together
with other allies, will soon defeat

the Babylonians? Is God our Lord
really speaking in Jeremiah's
words? After all, Jeremiah also
gives us hope. "'l have plans of
peace and not of disaster. | will give
you a future and hope." (Jeremiah
29:11c) Jeremiah goes on to write:
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4. The LORD who rules over all is the
God of Israel. He speaks to all those he

forced to go from Jerusalem to Babylon.

He says,

5. ‘Build houses and make your homes
there. Plant gardens and eat what they
produce.

6. Get married. Have sons and
daughters. Find wives for your sons.
Give your daughters to be married.
Then they too can have sons and
daughters. Let there be many more of
you and not fewer.

7. Also work for the success of the city |
have sent you to. Pray to the LORD for
that city. If it succeeds, you too will
enjoy success.’
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7. Joseph, the former priest,
says: | have always said to my
children: soon we will be back In
Jerusalem. Then we will leave
the tent city in which we now
live. Is it really God's will for us
Jews to stay in Babylon for
decades and put down roots
here? Far away from the Temple
and the Holy City of Jerusalem,
far away from our homeland of
Judah? Do we really have to
accept the situation as It Is now
from God's hand and then make
the best of it?
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8. | need to reflect longer on
the words of Jeremiah, talk to
other former priests and also
be In prayer with God a lot.
Have we really done so much
wrong? Is the Babylonian King
Nebuchadnezzar not only our

enemy, but an instrument of
God's judgment? If all this is
true, we must also live our
faith in God here In a different
way than before. May God
show us the right way.
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9. About 10 years after the first \X S\ e Ol 10 &? Ja-9
capitulation of Jerusalem, In

586 BC, Jerusalem and the CW:; J@ 536 r\c 3 (Jl el
temple are destroyed by the 1L Kl el .o
Babylonian king Ay Ub Ky A e
Nebuchadnezzar and his Skl Bl pads s LU
troops. Even more Jews from %3 AN '5*\3\)\ ]

the leading class are exiled to Glal RTINS
Babylon. They are only able to 50 aw Y 2,bs (J) 3354l s | S
return home 50 or 60 years ) . ) :
later, and the temple Is soon sl ol 33k oand’ il 60 |
rebuilt. God has made His 2l aeNE A o s
words, which He entrusted to “}& “ @G\ X . ks
Jeremiah, come true. AWSY
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Sermon for 10 March 2024 on
Jeremiah 29:4-7. 10-14 (G. Weber)

Dear congregation!

1. ""Thus says the Lord: Only when 70
years have passed will | turn to you
again in Babylon." (Jeremiah 29:10ab)
Sometimes there are good times ahead.
Then there is also this: hard times are
coming - and they will stay that way for
the time being. For 40 years, the
prophet Jeremiah warned of God's
judgment and called on his fellow
countrymen to repent. For 40 years, the
people of Judah did not repent. Then
the announced judgment in the form of
the Babylonian conquerors suddenly
arrived.
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2. When | was in my early oo Syl Bl 3 oS s 2

20s, 40 years ago, there was Co L . ;.
talk in Germany and other @ U‘U\f{‘u‘ o) J" G
Western countries of "limits | oF ases dal) Jodl e ey LU
to growth™ and an 4 IS8 AL Zag¥y " g 34"

Impending ecological crisis. .y e 4
Little has happened In the dow o)) IV JAl) (9 it

last 40 years to stop this BRI B [PRERE- AR\

crisis. The earth's fossil fuel . & s o A gttt e L .
reserves have been exploited e ‘Jf ‘\u':"’%‘ ol ,,U\:HP\
as if we were "'the last Clioy oYy " e W) 3 L{:S
generation''. Now the b ) Al 4oy
climate crisis Is here.




3. Now God's judgment is here.
This Is not an extra punishment
from God, but He simply makes us
bear the consequences of our sins.
To recognize this, we do not need a
divine revelation as Jeremiah did.
God-given reason makes it clear to
us: as not much is being done
about the climate crisis even now,
It will come with a vengeance. The
only injustice Is that it will hit
people in poorer countries, who
did not cause It, harder than
people in richer countries, who are
responsible for this climate crisis.
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4. How should we deal with s bes st S 4
this situation of God's J‘CJ" O =5

judgment? We should - as In ‘.} Sl \5' \»"».:1% Flis | &g
Babylon - accept it and accept " R T
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the resulting deterioration of

our life situation. In doing so, 5 e Wiy °;§~“"l“ | Lo (8
we give God the glory. Ja 2 \ \

Secondly, we should do L «.KJ-’-‘-’ O‘ \»«..la ‘\».:3\3 4 Jé}-\

everything we can to mitigate SLd) Ao cw caasedl als -
the climate crisis, we should ‘T~ S

prepare ou rsel\:cefhforl’ghe t t\:l\ E'uj( u‘é\fl LKV IV, 48
conseguences of the climate R T “ .
crisis and quickly turn to 32deall bl J‘ @ "\““Y‘J
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5. Thirdly, since we here | gl ol (3 La Ll & -6 .5
In the rich West are the 18 o T sld .
perpetrators and others 2yl G aas Nyl oF
in the poor South are the | _ous ‘t““ iejl Lls? oyl
victims of the climate

crisis, we should help | J& Jatw o sl lde

them: for example, when bge Jo o oiy Lais
they are climate refugees bl Wl »
at our borders. We have TR e (e

something to make up s mged) o b
for.




6. Not only are our living
conditions In crisis, but our
church is also In crisis. After
decades of prosperity, many
people are turning away from the
faith. The church urgently needs
to reduce its buildings and staff. |
think it Is important to
understand this crisis as a
challenge from God. "All whom |
love, | rebuke and discipline. So,
get serious and change'', says
Jesus to the church in Laodicea
In present-day Turkey.
(Revelation 3, 19)
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7. "'l give you one piece of
advice: buy gold from me that
has been purified in the fire.
Then you will be really rich! And
buy white clothes so that you
have something to wear.
Otherwise, you will be naked
and ashamed! Also, buy some
ointment and put It on your eyes.
For you shall be able to see
clearly!" (Revelation 3:18) |
understand this to mean that a
church is not rich because of Its
soclal position and wealth.
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8. A church is rich when It
focuses on God. He alone is
the gold that will remain
with us through all the fires.
And we all need the white
robe of Jesus, which He puts

on us sinners and with which
He gives us a life with His
forgiveness. And we need the
ointment of the Holy Spirit
to be able to see clearly what
IS Important in life and what
God has in mind for us.
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9. Today is the day of the church Sy g Ul oy 52 (’J‘“ 9
council elections. The . g e

congregations are electing their é’; SAWEY \-t’-’\;’ 0\"#‘ S
new leadership. Our churches Bage eyt ) ol JQQ bk,

urgently need new target groups, § _ . )
new programs and new focal o e ij Hﬂ; <0 e @\Jg <0 e

points in order to remain a ko 222 wg o ‘?Jw Jo! oye

vibrant church of Jesus in the

future. I am proud and grateful Y ey - W Jaad S &*‘9

that we as the Kreuzkirche have L Bes Lk 13 1,S7:
already taken a good step into the is )‘*’L > Jﬁj

future and tried out new things. M R ,\.;_.ﬂ \-’-y?g Jﬁ:-»'l\
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10. " Thus says the Lord of Lot ) skt Oy 1 1S .10
hosts, the God of Israel! This is ol dl 2 )

my message to all those in exile | el ol e d | sy odn
whom | have taken from € | J“‘ J ',
Jerusalem to Babylon: Build 922 15 (‘L‘JJ ¥l sca

houses and settle in them! e uKJ d,\;.i.\ @)\ \139 JS..»\J

Plant gardens and eat what

grows there! Marry and beget loly, ol uf-éj; &5; Lol g

sons and daughters! Marry : K<) . "
your sons and daughters, so ‘J"‘"" ‘53 ‘\“‘J S’\‘” ;’u \J’:u'

that they too may have Y, sSla ﬁx 3 IVGLT Ly A
children. Your numbers shall .
increase there, not decrease." (6-4 :29 ‘::‘JD “«ua
(Jeremiah 29, 4-6)




11. Jeremiah Is speaking here to the
Jews exiled to Babylon. What he
says also applies to many of us who
have fled their homeland because of
war and persecution and have
Immigrated to Germany. Unlike
those who were deported to
Babylon, you probably say: Thank
God | am not in my homeland - and
at the same time you long for your
old homeland. You will stay here In
Germany, and we need you, too!
You will have children here,
perhaps build houses, your future
and that of your descendants lies
here!
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12. ""Marry and father sons and
daughters! Marry your sons and
daughters, so that they too may
have children!" (Jeremiah
29:29,6abc) This also applies to all
young people in our country Iin view
of the climate crisis. Perhaps some
people are asking themselves:
should I actually bring children into
the world In these worsening times?
| believe so. Children are always a
sign of hope. Even the time of the
climate crisis i1s God's time, In
which life goes on, in which we
build the future, in which people
can, should and may live!
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13. "'l have plans for peace and ,\,j .J__';J\ Y A\ s by 13
not for disaster. | want to give [

you a future and hope. ... I will J:bh .J.»’Y\J S| Gl O‘

turn your destiny around."’ . "
(Jeremiah 29, 11cd.14c) Jsi (lCd’Mll 29 L) &"”

Jeremiah says this to the exiles Payg b S M \a L))
in Babylon and promises a ~

turnaround in their fate after o LS & 70 P puas foi
70 years. We can also S.S'“u‘ K& ) ol Q! C’*’\r{ (""’

understand these words of God

in principle and apply them to C)’,’Y\ c 2 L] Je ks,
ourselves. With God, bad times il &\Sj (35 leasdis I

are always followed by better
times.




14. This applies to difficult days,
weeks and years in our personal
lives. It also applies to times In
history. Many refugees here are
still in difficult situations. But
there are many signs that your
life will become easier over the
years - especially for your
children! The climate crisis does
not mean the end of the world
either. People have already
survived many bad times. With
God's help, they are developing
creative Ideas to bring about the
necessary changes.
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15. "1 will give you future and §" L3, Lzl IR
hope." (Jeremiah 29:11d) This J& JJ”’:‘A &L“ O )

wonderful word of God applies 3 LKl e (511 29 L))

to us through Jesus at all . s oo Bls o dadl I
times. Connected to Jesus and ¢ Ml o s o 3

His indestructible strength, uy-r-“ K\em\jﬁ dgdy @wf u;-‘aéf
secure In His love, we are
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our lives, no matter how Fod po Lol S A (A

difficult. With Jesus, we are on

the side of the victor even in 3 s> el il d) B o4
weakness. With Jesus, we have @pﬂ \ J,;( Lyl w - 22l

an unshakeable hope.




16. We are walking Bld| o2 il o4 .16

towards eternal life. e T,
This life is also filled Lol dede sld oday 4000

with a power of hope ' Conele B
through Jesus. There are @"‘3 3 ot e JS A

always solutions and Sl Jolo Gy Sin

paths that we can take. O a e Al
Even In sadness, we «-UA’\ @ = \esls) \»*(5

have a home. Jesus says: | " 1§ g et ooy Lyl
"1 will give you a future woy .. ,
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17. Many things come together 3 é’; S 2 e Sl alla 17
In our lives. We are entering the ).,ﬁ\ Ll\ 1 e
climate crisis. Many things are doj) g% dod [

getting worse. But God's P & &gus ﬂ dogun 335 4903l e

judgment is also His time with ~ . . Y
us. We have a future. We should d‘ et Jaie Ly e 499 WY

have children, get involved, look § oL 3] allasy csh)lsdy cJlabo¥! s
to the future with hope. Things

will get better again. We always Es (2 g Bye S gy s L
belong to Jesus. He is the victor. | & Lol 4ae . 2l g g Sl F
With Him, our lives are ‘J-:y‘J ol Llan, .J;.ox.“ 35

Indestructible. He will give us a
future and hope. Lopal

Amen!
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