13. So be watchful and control
yourselves completely. In this way,
put your hope In the grace that lies
ahead. This grace will be brought
to you when Jesus Christ returns.
14. You should obey your Father.
You shouldn’t give In to evil
desires. They controlled your life

when you didn’t know any better.

15. The God who chose you is holy.
So, you should be holy in all that
you do.

16. It i1s written, ‘Be holy, because |
am holy.’
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17. You call on a Father who judges
each person’s work without
favouring one over another. So, live
as outsiders during your time here.
Live with the highest respect for
God.

18. You were set free from an empty
way of life. This way of life was
handed down to you by your own
people of long ago. You know that
you were not bought with things that
can pass away, like silver or gold.

19. Instead, you were bought with the
priceless blood of Christ. He Is a
perfect lamb. He doesn’t have any
flaws at all.
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20. He was chosen before
God created the world. But
he came into the world for
your sake In these last
days.

21. Because of what Christ

has done, you believe In
God. It was God who
raised him from the dead.
And It was God who gave
him glory. So, your faith

and hope are In God.



Introduction to the video for 3 March 2024

1. In today's sermon, a passage from 1 Peter is
Interpreted by Sajjad Taghidoust. The 1st
Epistle of Peter is addressed to Christians who
have been oppressed and persecuted and need
to be strengthened in their faith. In these weeks,
we In safe Germany are thinking of Christians
who are oppressed and persecuted in the world
today. That is over 250 million, a tenth of all
Christians. We are now watching a video from
India.

2. In India, Hinduism dominates with its caste
system, which classifies people into different
castes and assigns them different values. At the
bottom of the social order are the so-called
untouchables, who are treated as people
without rights. Many of them become
Christians. Here there is a God, Jesus, who
loves them.
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3. There Is respect and equality among the
brothers and sisters. Here there is a holy
book, the Bible, which the untouchables
are allowed to touch and own - unlike the
holy books in Hinduism. In India, the
world's largest democracy, Hindu
nationalists have been in power for 10
years. They want to turn India into a
purely Hindu state.

4 .Muslims and Christians are
discriminated against. Churches are being
destroyed; Christians expelled. Many
Christians are afraid. Nevertheless,
Christianity is growing in India. We ask
God for protection for the persecuted
Christians there, that they remain strong
In their faith and that more and more
people in India become Christians.
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Sermon by Sajjad Taghidoust for 3
March 2024 on 1 Peter 1:13-21

1. In the reading from 1 Peter, § . i s e
many important questions of sy o 361,30 3 "f-{ 4o A:—Jﬁ £l

our faith are addressed. Why | oga 5,8 deat ol o2, 4o¥) ol
and for what did God pay for $ s ot Le By AU, B Lslg)

us? Why is it said that God had . S o
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creation? What does it mean to A o n g Bl § @.‘.L\ b
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mean to be pure and holy? ) ]
Who are God's holy people? § ol bl P Y s




2. Before | answer these
guestions about 1 Peter, |
would like to refer to the book
of Genesis. It tells of the first
creation of humans and how
Adam and Eve put themselves
In a sinful state. As a result,

they lost the merit of being In
heaven and ended up In a
place where they were
according to their rank: on
earth, which was a place for
training and testing people.
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3. This does not mean that God Is
Indifferent towards humans, His
creation. God, who created humans
with all His love and affection and
has a plan and a goal of immortality
for them, has never abandoned them.
People were like children who needed
to be educated and understand the
purpose of creation and life. This
child first learns the meaning of love,
affection and morality. You cannot
send 5-year-old children straight to
university and ask them to read and
understand university course texts.
Human beings need education and
understanding.
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4. So God deals with people
according to His plan. In the
course of history, God began to
teach with the help of people In
order to make Himself known to
them. He showed people various
miracles where necessary and

Inflicted punishments on them.
In other places He spoke to them
with the help of prophets so that
they could recognize themselves
and their God and find out the
purpose of creation, the purpose
of God's affection and love.
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5. At the right time, God
then implemented His
original plan. Humans
had to come out of their
sinful state and return to
their right way, which

was the purpose of God's
creation. This path was
possible when God
Himself came down to
earth.
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6. God the Father sent
Jesus Christ: the same
person who's coming was
foretold in all the ancient
books. Someone whose
words, behavior and even

miracles were different
from the prophets. An
example like Him cannot
be found In history. Why
did He come? What was
His plan?
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7. Peter was one of Jesus' faithful and
closest companions. But when Jesus was
arrested, Peter denied Jesus three times
In one day. When Jesus rose from the
dead after the crucifixion and returned
to His companions, Peter was very
ashamed that he could not be proud of
this trial. Peter thought that Jesus would
be angry with him and say: you have

betrayed me and are not worthy to be
my disciple. But what did Jesus say to
him? Jesus asked him: Peter, do you
love me? He asked him this question

three times and all three times Peter
answered '"Yes, you yourself know my
heart and you know how much | love
you"'. Jesus then said: "'If you love me,
take care of my believers.” (John 21:17)
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8. My friends, we often fall
Into sin In life and think that
there Is no turning back. We
think that all doors are
closed to us and we are
plunged into darkness.
When Jesus came to save us,
He came to save us from sin,
He came to raise the dead,
not to kill. He came to
restore sight to people; he
came to open our eyes to
reveal the truth.
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9. Jesus came to hold our
hands. He came to set people
free, not to hang someone
for the crime of wanting
freedom. He did not come to
punish, but to forgive. At the

foot of the cross, Jesus says
to God: "'Father, forgive
these people who torment
me because they do not
know what they are doing."’
(Luke 23:34a)

oLl e 79 oo .9
- gy cpd) o 3
& A BAs) dag Lo o
CLJ.“ b Sl Y 3
umLA.“ J& ded &w \.c.»\%ﬁ
‘,LJES«\ co\::;( L" : ) &—wé, Js
Ba)) "y alazy 13Le oy golay ¥ ('"&
(Ye.YY




10. 10. Jesus says in the Bible: |
have come to serve and not to be
served by others. In the circle of His
disciples, He says that He has been
given all the power in the world and
that He can overcome death,
sickness and the forces of nature. At
the same moment, He ties a towel
around His waist and washes His
disciples’ feet, which is something
that usually servants do. Jesus says:
"Adisciple is not above his master,
nor a slave above his lord.” (John
13:16) This is the greatest lesson
Jesus gave His disciples. A lesson in
humility.
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11. When we see Christ on the £E e @"M 5 s 11

cross, our inner faith in Christ

makes our main problem, sin, ¢ @J\g (,\.g,}?\ - s )| LA
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12. Think about it for a moment.
If It Is true that God Is In me and
with me, how great and beautiful
that is! Think about it: When a
great person comes to your home,
a person like a great leader or
president lives in your home, his
behavior and companionship
with him can change your life,
your future and your goals in life.
If we now believe that God lives
with us In every moment of our
lives, this should change our
entire future and our goals.
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13. Is it Important to us how
we have believed and where
this belief comes from, or Is
It Just an illusion? The power
of Christianity Is important
to us. Wearing a cross and
saying we are Christians and
going to church every week.
In the end, In order to come
to faith, we have to
undertake a series of
arduous trials that are not
easy for us.
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14. At the beginning of my
sermon | mentioned the saints.
God says: you are my holy
people. Some people think
that when somebody becomes
a Christian and becomes pure
and holy, he or she no longer

commits sins. And we think: if
a Christian sins, he or she Is
no longer holy. We often strive
to remain holy and not to sin,
and in this way, we often fall
Into despair.
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15. For we live In a sinful world
and humans themselves have a
sinful nature and the devil tries to
deceive them. Many believers try to
carry out certain commandments
and thus make it difficult for
themselves and distance themselves
from society and people in order to

remain pure and holy. | don't think
that's right. The word "holy"’
means "'called" and ""chosen''. God
chooses you and calls you to His
great work and He Himself knows
how to put you on the right path In
life at the right time.
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16. All of you who are here are 5. cw k2 L F;,:: .16
chosen by God. God said that d i )

it is He Himself who will s oy Lypaew sl 4o 4f &
change you. Through your
faith in Christ, you have

become part of my holy Aokl ! ol <ol L wadll Y
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17. How can the Spirit of God
change us? When a person gives
his or her heart to Christ, the
Spirit of God dwells in him or
her. The first thing the Spirit
does In a Christian Is to sensitize
him or her to sin. We take a step

back and reflect. When we
reflect on our past, we realize
what sins we have committed in
our lives. So, If the Spirit of God
dwells In you, you will recognize
your mistakes and sins and
repent.
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18. After recognition of sin and Loy dgdly dedadly Ol5e) 0y .18
repentance, faith arises. This faith S P Y 3 Y|
is the influence of the Holy Spirit S v CJJS R0 B QA AR Ok,
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19. God gave a very beautiful PN J Y L 2w 3.19
description of David in the first C 7 Jﬁfﬂ @

book of Samuel, chapter 13. e Jotr Cauoy ler A J6 13
God says: David Is a person

who agrees with my heart. God

gave this description of him

when David had not yet served - 1B 3413 ug ‘1 locs 4l o)

God, had not yet been tested
by God, and had not yet ._;i ‘13 ¢ dmy A&\ﬁ% ‘1 cday A\

become king of Israel. He was . ol ,
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20. Sometimes we may think
that we have to work and serve
for years to achieve recognition
before God. David, on the other
hand, had only one thing on his
mind in God's eyes, which was
to give his heart to God, and
God was aware of David's
heart. | pray that the hearts of
all believers will be close to
God and that what God wants
will be done for us and not
what we seek with our earthly
Intellect.
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21. My friends, God ol et ) (3Bt | 21

created humans with love e Lt ot
and guides us with His \"‘“‘J&J ks Al el “»:";eﬁ

fatherly love. In many ;_,\.:;Y\ oy Jgf S -:\gﬂ\ Atk
situations In our lives, we ‘.é u@&\»y&ﬂb o‘h&s

can find signs of His love )
In our hearts. Supported et o il Cblys

by his love, we can 3L 3l b Jols :4,, 5

continue our life's journey
well.

Amen! ol
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