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1.1 am the daughter of a pastor of the Ablud jj | dgld S TARNIS|

Protestant Church and was born in a
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small vange in Cameroon. 1 came to S35 a0y o) (3 Bpio 4y 8 L3 UV\SJJ

know God the Lord at an early age and d\‘" 3 u”gﬁ "Jiw o 3 o) J&
accepted Him in my life. Over time, 1 0| RN S 23l g 50 -
learned to entrust myself to God and to .3 & 5 5 aall uKLM S Ans o] g

talk to Him about my little pvololems M o . 7
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and worries. 1 talked to Him like you talk Gxe cloks, s

to a friend. He was my confidant. AN S QK




2. In 2013, a few months after 1 came to
Germany for my studies, 1 started to
have pro’olems with some peop le 1 met
here. In addition to these problems,
there were the dgfﬁculﬁes of everyday
[ife as a student and other family
problems. Instead of praying to God to
he[p me, | just comp lained. n
addition to the problems, back pain
came over time, then knee pain and a
year later ﬁngev pain.
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3. The doctors told me that the reason
or the muscle pain was stress. Too much
stress. It was very hard for me, but
instead of praying to God and asking
Him for he[p, 1 was ﬁxa‘ced on my
prolalems. ] fel’c a great emptiness ns ide
me that no one could ﬁ“. ] went to
church, 1 pmyed, but it was like a routine
or me. | only did what 1 was supposed to

do. Over time, 1 had lost my relations hip
with God.
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4. After my studies, 1 started

working and then 1 got married. 1 Jadll Sl T o Sd ol A 4

said to myself that when 1 have a s &l Ls-“‘d RAE 9 ¥ f
child, everything will be fine e 3& s K A u;\
again and then 1 won't feel this el Z: JA '\tr J-*-“j g ol TJ’

emptmess NS Lde me anymaore. ]

had my son, but the emptiness Z,JA "“‘4\ S })
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5. A few months after the pregnancy | Mygle b Lo oo 36 il om 5
of Manuela, my daughter, 1 had % Ry ;\..5\ A2, u““\; e alet Sl

terrible nightmares at night. 1 = 9
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couldn't sleep peaceﬁd[y anymore. ] O 4! ¢ )“-‘*’ pj C\@“ A

was so scared, not only for myself, J e e o Ll Ve A3l oS

but especially for the child in my s o5 @3@ 3 JAA e dols,
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someone trying to kill her. But one J{ d u;a\.dJ Bl s doy ¢ Lﬁ”“ siln ﬂj

thing struck me: Every time | <
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nightmare stopped immedia’te[y. A g)&




6. On the night of 4 April 2024, 1
had a nightmave that lasted only a
few seconds, and 1 fel‘c that someone
was in the bedroom and wanted to
kill me. 1t was so real that 1 couldn't
sleep aﬁerwavds because of feav. In
the morning, | to ld my husband
what 1 had experienced dw'mg the

nigh’c. 1 was so scared, overwhelmed,

and worried.
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7. My husband, when he saw me in this JB ! o 3 @J ) Lo ‘(S 7
state, said something that impressed me: A sl oS 13 6;&_; d Gl JL Lw

«]fyou are So aﬁaid, then you doubt | Iy JU\_;; L3 u&“") Saly cod ! i

your own FAITH. This means that you 5 e \
don't VeaUy believe that God can lne[p é& D 4 O F S VL

you...” My husband was really right. My Gl y u\ﬁ Cats Q{ uLxLM
faith had diminished so much over the 5 (1 | J& JS d\‘ Jels

years and 1 hadn't noticed it. The
pmb[ems and worries of ['gfe had blinded O\':’; J{W Lﬁwsc aal .l JJ'>

me. That's when 1 realized where the Z'\)"M L;\’ u'g\ J° “’{J;\ \1(“"' °\'5j‘° 9

emptiness in me came from. RPEaRT




8.1 Vegve’cted it. 1 decided to foUow
JESUS again. 1 decided to make God
my priority again. | began to build a
solid relationship with Jesus. 1 asked

Jesus to reveal Himself to me, and He
did it again and again. The
nightmares s’copped. At nigh’c ] oﬁen
have visions. Jesus has already
revealed Himse lf to me fowf times in
dreams. 1 once received a message

from God t’mfoug’a an angel n a

dve am.
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9.1didn't stop having
nigh’cmaves from one day to the
next. This will pass graduaﬂy. ]
learn to seek God and focus on
Him. 1 make it my priority. God
exists. Yes, He is there. Today ]

am very Iaappy because 1 know

that God/]esus is back in my life.

] want to be led on the Ho ly
Spirit.
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10. 1 think that evevy‘thing 1 have
experienced has he[ped me to better
understand peop le in their situation and
to be able to help them. 1 know what it's
like to fee[ [one[y; to have an emptiness
within onese[f; to be sick; be Vejec’ced.

Jesus is the solution. As my four-year-old
son told me a few weeks ago: “Never
forget it, Mom, Jesus is a[ways with you.”
Yes, Jesus is with each one of us, as He
promised in Matthew 28:20: “ am with
you always, to the end of the world.”

Jo gacle 4 e Lo 8 sizel 10
5)0ally pidlye (3 Juail Jgdua\?wyv@
o»jlﬁwj.m\.ouf\; ol Jo
05 lf-juujgu
J\ﬂ\f J;ﬁ@w \é’%f‘w-@f
v\.uz;wu d‘“‘“y‘t\“‘
sy |8 b s, J{@ﬁ@w v”\‘
Sl K Ses b la" 120 :28 2o 3
"l oLkl




Sermon 6 April 2025 on
baptismal sayings

Dear Ioa}oﬁsmal families, dear congregation!

1. We have Ioaptized fowf children today. It
was a joy fov me to receive Louis, Manuela,
Luca and Sahand into the family of God's
children thmugh Ioaptism. Aﬁer all, we are all
not on[y children of our parents and famiﬁes,
but also children of God -whether we are
small children, young adults, or eldevly

people.
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2. What this means becomes clear from J\j;‘ 0 \.;a\j - Ay o .2
the baptismal sayings of our four
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hands, and not to strike your foot . |
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got this sentence with him on his way. Labot bl 8) Ao ") LB das Y21 o
Protecﬁng our children is also our very u; .9\;{ 2'\,._‘»\.‘.:}!\ NJ}M \:@‘\ B

own task as parents. We always keep an s JM\ U\.a.g\ 3\,

eye on our small children.




3. There are enough possi’o le
dangers for our child in everyday
l@fe, whether in the household or
on the street. But the older our
children get, the more we let
them go, let them go their own

a2l bl e S b Sia 3

ways. It would not be good to be
overly anxious and to stand 2l \‘ > (g QJ %w u\"lﬁ O ji'

behind our children all the time, o) 5l 13 Wb

so to speak.




4. It is good that not only we, but N c Lo f u*d J u‘ 4
also God's ange[s protect our LILL| J).90% \.,m 4&\)&»

children and carry them in our e
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the responsibility for our children Sy Wb dd ggene s Oy ﬁ

with a certain serenity. So it is true (_}9 OJQA 2y . j'\'éj\ Sallian
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and also for ourselves: "God has Lo s ys
commanded his angels to keep you G Hslais; | SeMo 40 PRE
in all your ways." (Psalm g1:11) (11 :91 ,4030) "5 b J{
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. When my daughters were ) ;
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little, 30 years ago, | always

sang a verse ﬁfom Paul ool oV Jd ey g Ay e
Gerhardt to them before they | <& ! ¥ g b ol 2l

went to sleep: "Spread out | 3! & g 13l Sl L3,
your wings both, O Jesus my [ ) Jakall \is 2SO ks (gl

joy, and accept your little EC jladl ) " 63 Ol
child. (according to EG 477.8) 477.8)




6. We are protected. And we are Bol sl .9 Fg .y F6

loved. Luca has a baptismal saying iz " 4 L T EPIPTRIVEy: &l

from1 John 4: "God is love, and he 4"53\) )\ 3 S L=\ S S 0

who abides in love abides in God, o 6 oa e
and God in him." (1 John 416b) Yes, d’j’ ‘rr (216 :4 Loy 12 . A0 9
our children shall grow up loved. Jiadl oo s et | j‘i o Wby
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children and above all want to give

them this feeling of Ioeing loved. V‘;\’




7. My parents have long since passed § | Wb ey e ol 3 L7
away and 1 think back to them 7 JJ}L S 2V @

gva‘ceﬁtlly [N many ways. The most f| °° = ‘Lﬁw (:a | Jf{ d\'”“\’ \df‘e )ié\
important thing they have given me .o 9.5 S ) fb\ AR L;
is that 1 a[ways know that 1 am loved. §§ . S Lo \ i u\& LWS -«6\55 o B

| am very grateful to my parents for . s
that. When 1was a child, 1 was told: 3 > U"‘\S\ﬁj\ o) L; Jo Sl
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Parents are actually surrogate ‘jw.L\ uy\j ey ﬁ\jﬂ\
parents, the true father and the true ) A o A g {y\j

mother is God.




8. Since | grew up and became a
Christian, 1 have lived above all from
Ioeing a beloved child of God. As an

adult, l'gce LS sometimes Vough and

ﬁ/tu ofcha”enges. Apartﬁrom our

partner, family and ﬁfiends, we don't
ﬁnd recognition or even love
everywhere. It's good that we
Christians can believe: "God is love".
] am loved on Him, no matter what.
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9. Manuela has as her Bible text the 5 el “”bﬁ\ o &l dgle A9
sentence that Jesus speaks as the Risen vl f&\jﬂj\ N rj\JKVKJ Ca 5]
One; weve ahready heard it at the 5" 4 j&_\\ 39\)5 3 M\J Sy Lagw

baptismal reading. "l am with you . Cn S 3
always, even to the end of the world." 28 ) % Hale G fw J{VQ“

(Matthew 28:20b) As parents, we are Loyl oot « ey o LT Lixumy o (20
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begmnmg constanﬂy and later more Py .,\g,\jw K ) M_L;\ 3 f oy %3\

and more in the backgmund, until

perhaps one day in old age our children | o~ L3 fw\ Sl L3 ' Wbt 4 Pal
take responsibility for us. Lo 4 g5 A g3 I\




10. But thank God family is not
e \,,S 1
everything. Our children and we also “5& "KWA Aslall 1 2 - uﬁj 0

have an invisible friend,]esus. Ina Canat ‘S?J” 5 di'w 2| U\"’Lyﬁ
beau’ciﬁd children's book, which my a Ougidal (Jaa Jlab U\-{Jﬁ

wife Anette has already quoted, it says: § Jeo Gl . 9> 90 @,‘,@ B (kp Csl ST 1)
"l know that Jesus is there. Just like my Aol 1Y g Y | e u“" s \.o e d

mom when she stands behind me at the

swing. 1 don't see her, but1 feel the Canlh = 6’“‘ s d Ab Lﬁ“ﬂ

momentum she gives me. ... Jesus gives Jadd delonid | o s el | 5
me courage. So | dare to do something H. Link/M. Forza) ." e 96»

difficult.” (H. Link/M. Forza, Jesus ist (2024 (15 5 7 90 ¥y
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1. Jesus is always with Manuela,
Sahand, Luca and Louis and all
of us. This c’aanges our lives. That
gives us momentum. That makes
us brave. That gives us power,

shrength. This comforts us even

when we are sad. Jesus, friend of

the little ones and the Ioig ones, (S

a[ways with us, until the end of
our lives and loeyond.
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12. We are protected, loved, and
encowaged. Our eldest child, Sahand,
has a bapﬂsma[ saying ﬁrom Galatians
3: "You are all children of God, because
you are united to Jesus Christ by faith.

For all of you have put on Christ in
Ioap‘cism. And thvough Ioaptism you

now belong to Jesus." (Galatians 3:26-
27) We have become children of God in
Ioapﬁsm. Being a child of God includes
trust, fai’ch in Jesus, in God the Father.
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13. In Sahand's Ioapﬁsmal saying, there is
an timage that is perhaps unusual, and
profound: "You put on Christ in
baptism." (Galatians 3:27a) As a child, 1
called clothes “things to put on”. Clothing
IS an tmportant topic for children, as it is
not just about treating onese[f to anew
patr of trousers or a new dress according
to the current fashion, as is the case with
adults. Children always need new clothes

because they grow and the old things

become too small to wear.
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14. Clothing is also important | &\& Lo1 48 u.q'ﬁl\ 14

to protect our children ﬁrom U sl s Wb
the cold or even ﬁrom the ¥ Jd 7

sun. At Ioaptism, some SR (S “\?~33“"U o US|

children wear a white u.a:})\ &3 g0al| L gf by

baptismal gown. A symbol of § =+ . . N
s\ t_..i |\,
the putting on of Christ that " e

happens n Ioapﬁsm. '{'\""}3"‘1‘ | ‘3




15. 1 understand it this way: thmugh
Ioap‘cism | am put on an nvis ible
garment of Jesus on my skin. Over it ]
wear my usual clothing, which changes
with age. But the garment of Jesus
always remains on my skin: in this way |
am personally connected to Him. Jesus is
my protective skin, my protective Sult,
my protective mantle. Thvough this
protective mantle of Jesus, 1 am
protec‘ced and preserved even Ioeyond

this ife.

e e 1 Lall o%ﬂ\y@g\ 1
Jo 7o) 3o e B8 Jasl &5l
3alzall dua“ﬁvo (“5,\3;\ o 399 .3 &
@»z ua:fﬂ eall 0 e s Sl
5 VM \“:Ju"‘"@f’“t}c




16. Baptism is a wonderful thing. Through L5¢ . ('A> M s tj %5'“ d350al) .16
them, we belong in faith to the family of J§ #* Lai S jj u—“ﬂ A Ll 2l 8y u\:Y\;
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by his guardian angel of God. Not only I Nogle ol ia w\ i
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Manuela gets momentum and courage J° A“\"‘“‘S\J C"“"d | Lﬁa'\"’ Lﬁ‘j b ﬁj

ﬁfomjesus, her ﬁfiend for [@fe, in this way. Lo S de P .B\.:L\ (S \@,m,w cz;“g
And not on[y Sahand is well dressed with M . ,\,\5- @w u*"\)“’ Sy (S -«\S

Jesus with a protective skin that makes him

invulnerable for all time. 1t is good to Lfc“ U U’° Y VAl sl PUNA B

belong to God, to Jesus and to the family of § ) ¢L’ ‘\u“ 8 9 @*‘*’ L; A )
God's children through baptism. Amen! L dg3geall
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