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of Shittim two men to spy secretly, GHA) pbald Ga 5 O g e JeD
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the house of a harlot named Rahab. ST IS ST SR PRSP SR
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4And the woman took the two Fao  ers st it %0 i
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came.

5And 1t came to pass when 1t 5,4\;47 Lgvuu\ A5 G855 L ua\ Oy
was dark, at the time of )

shutting the gate, the men went | & &od ~SA AT =42 45 S
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7And the men went after them
on the way to Jordan to the
fords. And when those who
pursued them had gone out,
they shut the gate.

8And before they had laid down,

she came up to them upon the
roof.

9And she said to the men, “I
know that the Lord has given
you the land, and that your
terror has fallen upon us, and
that all those who live in the
land faint because of you,
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10For we have heard how the Lord o (- EN G ez <o . 0@ (15
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you when you came out of Egypt, and T T T
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Amorites that were on the other side e Tt It
of Jordan, Sithon and Og, whom you e anﬂ\ O.-.‘ﬁ.)}“y‘ Léj*“ b sailac
utterly destroyed. L cberg ol op fo ol et }y‘\’
11And we had heard, and our hearts | - 390> =21 (T O™ .00

melted, nor did any more spirit s a Ao uon oL qir R e 3E 4ge
s A% EYPA RG] KER B Pt
remain in any man because of you, 2 TIJ = - ?JJ ~ ~ 11
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13And shall save alive my . T
father and my mother, and my S5 (A (o) laiwis! 3
brothers and my sisters, and all e e )
that they have, and deliver our | (o Giail Laldss gl JS5 Sl sal s
lives from death.” ) o
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wall.
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16And she said to them, “Get up into
the mountain lest the pursuers meet
you. And hide yourselves there three
days until the pursuers have
returned. And afterward you may go
your way.”

17And the men said to her, “We will
be blameless of this oath to you
which you have made us swear.

18Behold, when we come 1nto the
land, you shall set this line of scarlet
thread in the window from which you
let us down. And you shall bring your
father and your mother, and your
brothers, and all your father’s
household, home to you.

Al Jaall ) Gadly eyl &llé516

S Oy GRSy odAST L Qa7
CAT 133018 4 Gl oA 13 el
o il 158 a2l e ) A
Aabe Ll A3 3 o call a4
S5 5 olal 5l el 3 ) andls

Lﬁ"sj Can il
"o Wt -~ e ﬁ j




19And 1t shall be, whoever shall

oo out of the doors of your
house his blood shall be upon
his head and we will be
blameless. And whoever shall be
with you in the house, his blood
shall be on our head if a hand 1s
upon him.

20And 1if you tell our business,

then we will be free of the oath
which you have made us swear
to you.”

21And she said, “Let i1t be
according to your word.” And
she sent them away, and they
departed. And she set the
scarlet line in the window.
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Sermon for 12 October 2025 on Joshua 2:1-21 by
Lector Ronald Stoffers

Dear congregation,

1. “There 1s no distinction between Jew and Greek™:
Jesus Christ, whom “God raised from the dead”, 1s
“Lord of all, and richly blesses all who call on him”
(Romans 10:12). We just heard this in the Epistle as a
deep conviction of faith by the Apostle Paul. In matters
of faith, there are no distinctions of origin or nationality.
Those who have always belonged to God’s people Israel
can open their hearts to it - but just as well anyone else
from the Greek-speaking world of that time. And
everyone who “believes with the heart will be made
righteous”, no matter where they come from. “No

distinction”!
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2. Yet in the Gospel we also ¢ e dudd yoiag Ja) ) el IS 281 D
heard that even Jesus Himself
initially struggled with this. A
woman came to him: “Have
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mercy on me” and help my GIEN JPTTON | D W IS N PSS SEON e S
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3. “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.”
For Him, at that point, there
was Indeed still a distinction
between Jews and those of other
peoples. But the woman’s faith
was greater. Her trust - born out
of deep distress - that He could
help her and her daughter,
convinced Him in the end:
“Woman, great 1s your faith.”
And at that moment, for him
too, there was no longer any
difference “between Jew and
Greek”, no difference toward the
plea of a Canaanite woman.
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4. I find this deeply moving. 1
am 1mpressed by the persistence
of this woman. But I am also
struck by the fact that this story
was not censored out of
Scripture. For here, Jesus at
first appears 1in quite an
ambiguous light. But He
listened. And He allowed
Himself to be persuaded,
leaving His earlier boundaries
behind. His faith showed 1tself
to be capable of learning - across
borders. And we too can take an
example from this, so that we do
not fall back into old patterns of
distinction.
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5. For today’s sermon, we now s ) poca) _ aludins ol 55l o3a oS 5
turn to another story, much

older still, from the Old Jad aels ypaSuaie 40l Waladd Lgilay)

Testament, 1n the book of e s
Joshua. It 1s the story of Rahab. A aadae 3l el Ly 11580 & g L]

In the.z New Testame.nt, Rahab 1s A 8 o 5 LS el &4 1elilay)
mentioned several times as "
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action.




6. And at,the beginning ot i Ula e G L 1aill 038 6
Matthew’s Gospel, she 1s even

counted among the direct A o) K agaal) am g ) Jaad Wadl
ancestors of Jesus - as great- e L o e e )
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7. At the beginning of our story e e .
today, Joshua sends out two sl Ylia Ulac | 4.8 & s <l 7
spies. Joshua, as the successor .
of Moses, is the new leader of 488 ooy Cndithy Al A8Vl g auial g1l
the people of Israel. Behind VJ C S
them lie many years since the

exodus from Egypt, during

which God had led them Cl s ol e d Ul -
throu}glh the wilderness. Buﬁ e O ¢l () alais () Lyl (i
now they have come near the T T .
Jordan. On the other side lies Olayld L 18 24 ol alisal) HA3M
the land that God has promised

them. Yet also on the other side ¢ gaig alzd B e (o 13 gan  pul
lies a fortified city: Jericho. And ELU
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8. And about these two 1t 1s said: } L
“They went and came 1nto the ) cpaaall agall ) i ()Y 5 .8
house of a prostitute whose A ; 9
name was Rahab, and they u yall e Kay) st o Al dqd
lodged there.” Whether they
were first of all following the s Ul ikt ]« o dtadll
temptations of the city, or T = 2
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good 1information 1n such a . e .
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9. Then evening falls. ‘ . s
Suddenly there 1s a loud oSally Lelalady ol (uial) CUHLQ

banging at the door. Rahab Al y 8 3ae oSl 8l S0
opens. Outside stand armed . e
soldiers who shout at her: By (el 35388 S § (il el
“Out of the way, woman! Sy e JUeS Cradd G giay Al
Some Israelites have been - T ) L
seen with you. They must be | &l gso¥) ¥y . Jwdl I as 5 (g3
spies! Where are they?” But . Ce o
Rahab does not give way. il s amaall @ g sl (2 2SS
“Yes, some men were here”, 40 3 1 0AT 3 5l cllall Bagmy 3aaS ¢
she answers, “but they have " L L
long since gone. Before the loalaall cud (e 12 Ja ranali 4ilaiS
city gates were closed at e o NG & e sia ol
evening, they left. Hurry, and 30 O e ° ’
you will surely catch them!” il S ) Aol




10. The soldiers believe her and run off, all
the way to the fords of the Jordan. The city
gates are locked behind them, just in case the
men are still inside. And indeed, that 1s the
case! In reality, the two spies are still in
Rahab’s house. She had prudently sent them
up to the roof, where they hid. When calm

returned outside, Rahab went up to them and
told them what had happened. And in this

moment we also learn why she did not hand
them over, although she had long since
recognized who they were and what had

brought them to Jericho.
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11. “Everyone 1n this city 1s terrified of you

[sraelites”, she tells them. Word has spread ‘\-UJ.A \ }A.L:.\.uuj (e j.u\A z j-uu
of how your God brought you safely A8 & }uu U\S O JA@J‘ dﬁ sy J\
through the sea, and of the victories you u.,.uj\ 9 b o }A Az odbsj‘ J;‘

have already won along the way. Here I d PJ 9 = JY\ D) jA.’J Az tna

quote directly from Scripture: “As soon as ﬂus:d\ S \AA J\ ol j.d\ U= J‘

we heard it, our hearts melted, and no J\ j.uh Abana MJ.A : uJ jY‘
courage remained 1n any man because of ‘\.AJL.C

you” (Joshua 2:11). Paralyzing fear

everywhere! But Rahab refuses to be

paralyzed.



12. Instead, she proposes a bargain: um Al uLu }»\AJ‘ . 1 2

“Promise me that you will spare me and vl )SL N UAJ\ Al )
my family when you capture the city. In 3 : NI s
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return, I will help you now so that you can
leave unnoticed.” The two swear a solemn

oath: ““To you, Rahab, and to all your

relatives - everyone who will be in your dﬁu d-@-““ un U‘“‘jéj‘j
house with you - not a single hair will be d\ }...J\ Sl Ju ubﬁ\ *eila ju\

harmed. Unless, of course, you betray us 4l U\S il Ui U< (LA o

afterward. And only 1f you all truly remain E Ll o uﬁ e .
inside the house and stay out of =

everything.”




13. Rahab’s establishment stands directly on
the city wall. The house is high enough that
one of 1ts windows looks straight outside.
Through this window she lets the two down
into the night. She even gives them advice on
where best to hide in the land until their
pursuers have given up the search. And indeed,
her plan works. After a few days, the two cross
back over the Jordan, return to their people,
and report to Joshua. Whether they really bring
back militarily important information is left

open.
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14. At the very least, the spies could report:

“They are all terrified! Many have already

given up the fight in their hearts.” So the
way was clear for the Israelites! Only a
week later, Jericho was conquered. How
that happened 1s another story. What
matters for us here 1s this: the Israelites
kept the promise their agents had made.
Rahab tied the red cord in her window - the
same rope she had used to let the spies
down the city wall. And this agreed-upon

sign was respected.

ol delad G ekl e 14
LIS cand scalli 5 cudS Lagalss
Lay ool Amaddl il
EJ.L:\A.A CulS e ujs;L

L el a3 3 S
JULERE RN




15. Nothing happened to her, nor to her
family gathered in the house marked by the
red cord - parents, brothers, sisters, and
everything belonging to them. Even more:
they were allowed, from that time forward,
to live 1n peace among the Israelites in the
land. This 1s how the story in the book of

Joshua ends. One could well imagine it as

an episode 1n a spy film, with Rahab as the

dazzling main character.
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16. Rahab, who with cunning and
wisdom saved herself and her family. A
screenwriter would likely turn this into
a love story between Rahab and one of
the spies. Or perhaps he would begin
with a dramatic scene in Jericho: “Can
we really stand against the might of this
great people? Or would it not be wiser
to make them an offer for peaceful

coexistence 1n the land?”
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17. Rahab - who knew the boastful talk of o.J.Q i .JlA" L_ﬁ\.a.a‘ 9 . 1 7
many of her customers, and who m d“ ‘,j 3 ujg u\g Jb;;y\
understood that compromise belongs to life ¢ At { L.L-“ P jaj\ .uz\_c\ : %

- would surely have argued for
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negotiations. But she would have been . _ ?Lum ?J . J USJ
drowned out. None of this, however, U‘ Caial ‘U‘S’J‘ LA.G L jﬁj‘

appears 1n Scripture. As told in the Bible, ‘d}A (JLUJ U‘ EEJEREEN jj‘ \.@_m);

Rahab acts decisively for her own cause. _ dﬁ\ )‘-“;‘
She is realistic enough to know: “Our city

and 1ts defenses are no match for this

overwhelming power.” Against that, she

could do nothing.




18. So she wisely seizes the opportunity uJ ‘}‘W‘S‘" &’@A ‘—‘-‘M 18
before her - for her own survival, and at L.r“ °h3} L_T\L‘; ‘)AM U‘ “—UJ\-J

least for the survival of her extended de Cf ) oA ‘5 T P‘ﬁ LSA‘J
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family. She has to trust that her guests will
keep the oath they swore to her by their
God. All of this unfolds in multiple layers \.@.mﬂ .
of twilight. It happens 1n a brothel - a place . O
already considered morally shady - and

also quite literally in the twilight between

sunset and deep night.




19. The whole matter 1s morally c“-“‘u \-GJ Lavdl u\-"“}“‘léj‘ 19
ambiguous as well. For what Rahab U‘ LL)J“ h’“"j u@ﬁ UJJ ‘
UA \.@J.u d;\a \.@_J.\\.cj GA u_u.\
th time, betrayal of the rest of th : Aede u‘j £ | ‘M
e same time, betrayal of the rest of the | ‘j\ J}_‘;M u):u] Lehay L;‘;

city. Even if the information gained was & guu

does to save herself and her family is, at

not militarily decisive, the spies’ return
nonetheless hastened the attack and

ultimately the conquest and destruction
of Jericho. And Rahab made no attempt

to save her fellow citizens.




20. Could this have had to do with the
fact that she herself lived on the margins
of society because of her profession?
Her brothel stood not by chance at the
edge of the city wall, on the literal
margin of Jericho. It 1s easy to imagine
that many of her supposedly respectable

fellow citizens avoided her 1n public

and made her life difficult.

Ay sull Liadle (IS et 20
JA;\ jA;&_\.LA)S;C)\;ﬂoAS\.J

) gilan] pls §) il 3 g caaalald it
O dafSa miliai agikel Il 4
PN PR CEE




21. A screenwriter could imagine film 2 1

scenes for this too, to illustrate the point. & 2 uj\ U\-‘“" }u\%j\ e eu\ dxa g
But in the biblical story, nothing of that < 44\345 3 4\4 < L2 . | yt ?j
kind is even hinted at. Instead, something 5 - Mo, o iz
Aﬂ\“._uuyqdﬁ\ _eﬁ“ﬁ‘jﬂ&
1s said there that modern scriptwriters Gl 1 1€ "Ll "‘S I
likely would not have thought of. Rahab, L_;j‘ " s u S i ¢ .
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the woman from Canaanite Jericho,
connects what she tells the spies about the
fear of the people around her with a kind of
confession of faith in the God of Israel:
“For the Lord your God 1s God 1n heaven

above and on earth beneath.”




22. This became clear to this Canaanite
woman through how the people of Israel
had been able to walk their way since
the exodus from Egypt and how their
God had guided them. And 1t is by this
God - “in heaven above and on earth
beneath™ - that she asks the spies to
swear: “that you also will deal kindly

with my family, because I have dealt

kindly with you” (Joshua 2:12a).
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23. “Have mercy on me”, the mother
had cried, pressing Jesus to help her
daughter. “Mercy” 1s what Rahab also
asks for - and what she is at the same
time prepared to give, as far as she 1s
able, appealing to the Lord of heaven
and earth, who, with the advancing
Israelites, has now inevitably become

significant for her as well.
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24. Both of them act under extreme distress
and with the courage of desperation. Both
also do something that one would normally
not do: the mother humbles herself
completely before Jesus, until she manages
to move Him. And Rahab saves enemy
spies from capture, committing what could
be seen as treason. But neither of them had
another choice. And had they not done it,

no one would have been helped.

24
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25. Such ambiguous stories are what the 25

Bible tells us! And more than that: in AL IS ailed Lo o) Jazs Y S
Scripture people dared to interpret such w A\m\ uﬁ JS“ ‘,j \-64445*Qj
uas} o) i) LY L wu\

ies of faith! « : ?QJMMM}‘AS‘WULFJ
stories of faith! “*Woman, great 1s your M\ a_u\al\ U'ML i gy jjh

things, despite their ambiguity, as

faith™, Jesus says in astonishment to the Ol U‘ doadll e u_,ﬁ\ jj\ 3
mother. And already 1n the earliest w ) J\ )34 .LL;A \A\AA‘

Christian tradition, Rahab could be -‘\-A}‘U
honored as an early witness of faith for

the people of God.




26. Because “by faith”, that is, by 20

listening to God, “she welcomed the ‘(’:A:‘%-“M Uiala ujc Cuile “.—’\A‘J
spies in peace”, because she sought an | & Ll LA%J mﬁ Mm‘ ) GJL

OS) Lma el | pind g La 5 il
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struggle as far as she could. And K Mg Sadl alalbha o uﬁ 21

alternative to the logic of violent

because “she received the messengers O J M2 O ez il U‘ B\ Br
and sent them out another way” - that 1s, f‘@"d gxx Y

because her actions matched her faith.
For that reason, Rahab the prostitute

was explicitly regarded as a role model.




2’7. And this can apply “to Jew and to
Greek”, that 1s, to all of us, wherever we
may come from. Faith does not always
have the clarity and security we might
wish for. Life can lead us into very
burdensome and ambiguous situations -
sometimes even into the twilight. It can

demand difficult compromises from us,

where much seems to speak against

them.
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28. Perhaps Rahab also struggled with serious 28
doubts, even if nothing of that sort is told in @j\ “ 0. i % .
’ I PRIN o\JAJ\ Jia c\JSAj

the text. But she had already been touched - | . o
albeit from a distance - by the God whom the ) e ‘&J““‘J —= _pa

Israelites brought with them, the God from ¢ dM Lsa Lea IS LGAS{)LJ CJ"‘"”
Sinai, the “God 1n heaven above and on earth & ‘)-@-k\ Lea il USJ ¢d JSJM Laa il

beneath”. Already from afar she had heard - 3 J..LJ\ \’Q 9 \.AA.L:.G \ALAJ;‘

enough to place her hope and her trust in the L., )j\ \_A_@J il u\AA.u.:\ ‘w\
way that now opened before her. And 1n that ‘wuy\j a U S\ & = e jJM Ll
moment she did not give herself over to the

paralysis of fear but stepped forward with ‘ Ll X
purpose. In this, too, she could become an 1S 'C5.. - & }i ‘5 ol

example for us. Amen!
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