1. Some time later God tested Abraham.
He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ ‘Here | am,’
Abraham replied.

2. Then God said, ‘Take your son, your
only son. He is the one you love. Take
Isaac. Go to the place called Moriah. Give
your son to me there as a burnt offering.
Sacrifice him on the mountain | will show
you.’

3. Early the next morning Abraham got
up and loaded his donkey. He took two of
his servants and his son Isaac with him.
He cut enough wood for the burnt
offering. Then he started out for the place
God had shown him.

4. On the third day Abraham saw the
place a long way off.
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5. H

e said to his servants, ‘Stay here

with the donkey. I and the boy will go
over there and worship. Then we’ll
come back to you.’

6. Abraham had his son Isaac carry the

WO0O

d for the burnt offering. He himself

carried the fire and the knife. And the

two

of them walked on together.

7. Then Isaac said to his father
Abraham, ‘Father?’ ¢Yes, my son?’
Abraham replied. ‘The fire and wood

are
lam

nere,’ Isaac said. ‘But where Is the
0 for the burnt offering?’

8. A

nraham answered, ‘God himself will

provide the lamb for the burnt offering,
my son.” And the two of them walked on
together.
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9. They reached the place God had

shown Abraham. There Abraham built

an altar. He arranged the wood on it.
He tied up his son Isaac. Abraham
placed him on the altar, on top of the
wood.

10. Then he reached out his hand. He
picked up the knife to kill his son.

11. But the angel of the LORD called
out to him from heaven. He said,
‘Abraham! Abraham!’ ‘Here | am,’
Abraham replied.

12. ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy,’ he
sald. ‘Do not harm him. Now | know
that you would do anything for God.
You have not held back from me your
son, your only son.’
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13. Abraham looked round. P P Sy 3§ ady anl)l13

There In a bush he saw a ram . s ) Lt
caught by its horns. He went o J‘*’; S Salels | S \)
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16. He said, ‘I am giving you my P35> Sld 4 :Ag,\gs‘f .A':J\J&» :a{,.16
word that I will bless you. I will bless (o Ko ST o S
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Sermon for 17 March 2024, Kreuzkirche
Bremerhaven, Genesis 22:1-19, Lector
Helmut Heiland

Topic: The test of Abraham
Dear congregation,

1. According to the account we heard In
the reading, God tested Abraham. He
demanded that he sacrifice his son.

Hard to believe, God tempted Abraham.

Abraham, of all people, whom He had
chosen. He leads him into temptation.
We can hardly believe that God leads
people into temptation, that God
himself causes people difficulties. But it
IS explicitly stated in the first verse of
chapter 22: God tempted Abraham.
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2. Abraham and God always talk il jlws ¢l oged 4 a2l Lis- 4 gal)) 2
to each other in a very intimate .. . . o

way. There seems to be a special S Sy 'A"{‘f ' Jg'& b
relationship between them, that | L caly) & 5,15 392y LT o g0l dla,

Abraham can talk to God just Ll uS e el s b sl
like that. But we know that God & 22 gl s bl 4
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3. Agreat risk and a great imposition.
Even then, God was already
expecting something monstrous. But
Immediately afterwards, in verses 2
and 3, the promise follows: "I will
make you a great nation. | will make
you great. | will bless you and you
shall be a blessing to all nations."
After the fall into sin, people turned
away from God. The foundation
stone for their salvation is to be laid
through Abraham, because Abraham
IS to become the progenitor of a
chosen people, from whom the Savior
will later emerge, namely Jesus
Christ.
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4. This vision corresponds to f callae iy o) b g8y 5 Jooft 4

- - . * O LA N A9 AN W *
the imposition on Abraham, >
It IS Just as monstrous.
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survived all the dangers and
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5. Another imposition. Not only
IS Abraham supposed to bring
his son as a human sacrifice, he
would also be nullifying God's
promise. Because without Isaac,
Abraham no longer has any of
God's promised descendants.
The whole effort of emigrating
from his homeland and exposing
himself to an uncertain future
with many dangers would have
been In vain. And God would
have proved to be unreliable, he
would have broken his promise.
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6. | have already preached on this
Bible text in the service for Men's
Sunday last November. At that
time, It was about Isaac,
Abraham's son. The sermon was
entitled ""The sacrifice of Isaac"'.
Today It Is the turn of the same
text, and today | am talking about
Abraham, about the temptation
of Abraham. Once again God
expects Abraham to undergo a
monstrosity, and once again
Abraham allows himself to be
tempted by this monstrosity.
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/. Such temptations are
something like trials. Trials often
occur in the Bible with people
with whom God has something
special in mind. God tests those to
whom He wants to give a difficult
task to see whether they are up to
the task. Jesus was also tempted
by the devil in the desert, and He
had to pass this test before He
could begin his public ministry.
These tests are not harassment
from God, but His care. Nor do
they contradict His love. Rather,
they are an expression of His love.
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8. When God has chosen a
person for a particularly
difficult task, He prepares them
for this task. Through a test, He
wants to ensure that the
candidate 1s up to the demands
that will be placed on them.
After all, God's plan will not
succeed If the burden of the task
later overwhelms the candidate.
God therefore checks whether
He can expect the candidate to
endure the suffering and toll
that the task will entail.
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9. Abraham himself did not have to B K 843 e ool ol 3l day o2l 545 .9
do anything great after this test. But S 397 29T plodel (el 1 @Bl 3>

Abraham did not stand alone, he 9 el gl 4 (:“‘Jz\ Ll e r\é\ u{,u'
represented a great clan that was to °-*&JS< pg A 4y 4{% uiv' dod oozl
pecome the nucleus of God's chosen -
neople. And these people would also BERY' Jt;r?‘ TR PP EE A
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the future. We know the history of @b - Js \Jf\ma S M‘,J
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have had to endure from the conls o . ;
beginning until today. God perhaps & be s oo P o des 42
wanted to check whether his BRT ) ¢€~ ] oS (SHAx sl g3~
blessing was still in the right hands
with Abraham and his clan, whether
the right spirit and faith still Sl ol Cend gl 5 70y W
prevailed.
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10. It's just like here on earth.
When a company entrusts an
employee with a special task, it
sends them to a course
beforehand, a training course
that has to be completed with an
exam. | was also sent on a
training course when | was
appointed to an examination
board that was supposed to
conduct German examinations
for iImmigrants. My course also
ended with an exam to ensure
that the German exams were
conducted correctly.
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11. Exams must correspond to the
task that the candidate is supposed to
perform, otherwise they are pointless.
In December, | examined participants
In a course for people with disabilities
who were preparing for the
Hauptschulabschluss. There was a
discussion as to whether the exam
could be made a little easier for this
group. But that was rejected. With the
Hauptschulabschluss, they can start
training and the exam must meet the
requirements of the training. If it
doesn't, the graduates will only
experience further disappointment
and waste their time.
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12. So it was with Abraham. His task had Il <5 oot JeTallls (gye | ol 6 .ﬁn&\ e 12
begun with something monstrous, so the
test also had to demand something
monstrous. The exodus to an unknown 099 ‘Csl!u\ by @Bl Geey b Ol
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13. This is Abraham's diploma, so
to speak. If we consider these
contexts, how far God has thought
ahead, then I think the test of
Abraham is entirely appropriate.
We must not judge according to
our own standards. The enormity
of the test shows us the tremendous
Importance of God's people Israel
for God's plan to save mankind.
Only through this plan of God,
which He pursued with the creation
of the Jewish people, do we
Christians also belong to the saved
today.
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14. In the Bible, we find trials similar to
Abraham's for almost all great
personalities in God's service. Even the
early Israelites had to prove that they
could endure hardship in slavery in Egypt.
They too were tested before God made his
covenant with them on Mount Sinai. Moses
had to flee and serve for decades in a
foreign land before he was called to his
task at the burning bush. Jacob had to
work for twenty years, allow himself to be
exploited and learn humility before he was
confirmed by God. Joseph was sold as a
slave, slandered and ended up in prison.
David was persecuted for years as a
doomed man by King Saul. Paul was blind
for three days. You see, trials in various
forms often affect the favorites of God.
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15. Such trials do not always consist & Awgurg Jald a2ul 3Ll e .15
of temptations; they can also be e baobdls o aSl s
suffering or a heavy blow of fate. | g R 400 3 E) Bl (0 DV 29
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| didn't doubt that God is good"', he s o 2alg S8 - \ o, eldolae
explained in an interview. It was e el U 3D TS S
during this time that he decided to A{C,éfﬁmsj\ Sde o 3 Sl Qg5
become a missionary. After his b abo e il « &l ol oy
training and the relevant P B SRy U O U4 ’“é"
examinations, he went to Kenya as a ody LSy é“ R
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16. Even those who want to get to
know God better will be tested.
We read about this in the Bible In
the book of Job. Job was a pious
man and wanted to be close to
God. But then he was struck with
disasters, 1llness and misfortune.
Job had to endure this and still
not lose his faith in God. His
friends tried to persuade him
that there might be something
wrong with his faith and piety,
otherwise God would not punish
him so severely.
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17. Job was not to be impressed
by this either. When he had
survived all the trials, he was
rehabilitated by God (=
restored to his former state
with prestige, wealth and
health). God acknowledged
him and vindicated him. And
Job’s last sentence was: "'l had
heard of you only by hearsay,
but now my eye has seen you."
Through this time of suffering,
Job came particularly close to
God.
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18. This is how God has acted
throughout history. We recognize
It when we read the life stories of
the saints. Even today, God still
gives many people a chance to
work particularly closely with
Him in this way. We also have
such examples in our recent

history. Think of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, who refused to flee
from the Nazis so that he could
stand by other Christians during
persecution. He was executed by
the Nazis for this. He is still a role
model in faith for many today.
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19. Or Helmuth James Graf | .&d,e o9 1S 567 Cgaln .19

von Moltke. His castle In Y .
Silesia was a meeting place (o) Az 9 3) 5l

for many people who were 30 o\ aadd s Lol Wag 53k
opposed to the Nazi regime. ) slaaal “’“jv‘ Sy L,

His letters from prison
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20. We have even seen such an example in

our own congregation. | am referring to Dr.

Detlef Ellmers. He suffered from
progressive paralysis for 22 years. He told
me that he struggled with God for the first
five years, but after that his relationship
with God became closer and deeper. And In
the end, when he could only move his head
and barely speak, he said he was satisfied
with his fate and even happy that he was
able to spend so much time with Jesus
without being disturbed. At the funeral
service, his wife confirmed that he had
never complained. Instead, he lived like a
saint. In this way, he was able to be an
example to many people that you can be
happy In contact with Jesus even with the
most serious illnesses.

Amen!
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