Introduction to Matthew 4:1-11 on
February 18, 2024

Jesus Is baptized by John the Baptist.
Then the Spirit of God leads him into
the desert. The desert is the place where
people who have been called by God
meditate without distraction on God's
message and find in their hearts the
path God wants them to follow. Jesus,
the Son of God, is also led in this way. In
the desert he meets Satan, the evil force
that wants to divert him from the path
God has planned for him. It is a test that
the Son of God faces. How will Jesus
pass this test? We hear the reading from
Matthew 4 in the pantomime.
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1. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into % 3_}’2
the desert. There the devil tempted —C‘Uﬂ A waﬂ ‘;1 Ean

him. J‘Muﬂ 5&4

2. After 40 days and 40 nights of ele S - s et 2ls s 1o
going without eating, Jesus was 5 ﬁ‘; J\-r (Lé

hungry. L’;\gﬁ
3. The tempter came to him. He ,4 « s )» 4&9 u“‘”ﬂ "jl _%5s

said, ‘If you are the Son of God,

tell these stones to become bread.’ & ,J\qeji o 0B Jual J J}’;, ‘,&‘(
4. Jesus answered, ‘It Is written, o 2% e A »
“Man must not live only on bread. """JJ“;‘“% J“a '“’J‘("» :J&3 9‘55"’4
He must also live on every word %< K’ g uy‘ LZ
that comes from the mouth of f’ o @‘ "K "b ‘0

God.”’ .«i&i
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nen the devil took Jesus to
noly city. He had him stand
ne highest point of the

nle.

f you are the Son of God,’ he

said, ‘throw yourself down. It is
written, ¢ “The Lord will
command his angels to take
good care of you. They will lift

you

up Iin their hands. Then you

won’t trip over a stone.”’

7. Jesus answered him, ¢It i1s also
written, “Do not test the Lord
your God.”’
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very high mountain. He showed
him all the kingdoms of the world
and their glory.

9. ¢If you bow down and worship
me,’ he said, ¢l will give you all
this.’

10. Jesus said to him, ‘Get away
from me, Satan! It is written,

“Worship the Lord your God. He
IS the only one you should serve.”

9

11. Then the devil left Jesus.

Angels came and took care of him.

8. Finally, the devil took Jesus to a
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Rev. Dr. Jobst Reller's sermon on
Galatians 5: 13 ff. On February 18,

2024 at the Church of the Cross
Bremerhaven

Dear society!

1- ""As for you, dear brothers,
you are called to freedom. But

make sure that in freedom you
do not give place to the flesh, but
In love serve one another. For In
one word all the law is fulfilled
(Leviticus 19:18): ""Love your
neighbor as yourself' (Galatians
5:13f).
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2- |1 spoke with a group of o o) e do g 2 AL 2
Iranians on the topic of ¥ el ) 3% 120l JB .y A 94

"“freedom"’. One of them said: Ol §° il JB i db éads
"In Iran, you are not allowed s ) e o p b N o
to show your joy In public. ol 1, o f .. g

Dancing and singing are only 4"‘\"“’\"\““3 Laib e yae ’L"“’
allowed in family circles and 8" 151 e JB, " jlaall Jlab M,

for small children.' Another K ST 5 Ty cale st .
person said: "'In Iran, you are A ‘-ﬂ‘y\‘?&“‘“\" Sl ol

always afraid in public: Am 1 [aes ¥ "$ s S0 o b K1 Ja

doing everything right?” There § .4.{ s 23t ST 5, <l 5 2
is no freedom in religion and in ol 2l SL3 G ol 3 A

public in Iran. There is only B Sy sy ¥
fear.




3- Th?'Apostle Paul ‘;:,’( \,,‘(J" : u“sﬁ Jgws JS\ Jﬂ 3
says: "'‘But you, beloved

brothers [and sisters], el [ Yly] 5531 L]
are called to freedom." "RA ) g 2B

Christians are free.
Thank God! It's L4 adH JJ" U“u Q’“"‘“‘l\

different with Christ:
There Is no fear, but
freedom and love
through faith in Jesus
Christ.




4- Someone said:
"Freedom in my opinion
means the ability to think
freely, express what |
think without fear, and
move towards my life's

goal without restrictions."

Another person agreed:
"I like that as a Christian
| can live more freely In
Germany.”
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5- "This is all well and ‘“}\C‘*’"J s a K" -5

good with freedom, but
freedom in Germany is Dy o \fm 343 S

not limitless either. Why | < alis B L5 5400
are shops closed on &) s L, LA \’\*‘ 3 o

Sundays and evenings?

| want to shop and | 6.l 3l (sly 3gund S

have time for that. I'm sl ool ve dlE 8 Blo Lia
always in a hurry here S e

and | feel stressed." -J:"J\e




6- Germany allows a great o S e Ll el -6

deal of freedom, but it Is * . )
not unlimited. Salespeople | ~ -*%*% 2© - W) &y

must also have a fixed 3 ne (] S o ot

rhythm and rest day In Vo e rE e
their lives and have time | < %t 8‘*3 L&) Olacdl

for their families. That's Cd W“S Q,i C)L rrﬁ":’ ‘.,3

why Sunday Is a day off. : . e
Freedom has a limitwhen | 222 ¢2 eadl iy oDl

it violates the freedom of boass so 4ol Alas oy 5
others. N A i




7-As you know, Germany isnot  § :& o 52 Cowd LU A o ackas |S=7
just freedom: The German > 27 . O OJ‘J“"\K

bureaucracy demands a lot from J,‘;"g\ e s Ké\l"f\ :‘?.S’\Jsﬂ.‘:*“’
you In the asylum process. You L Julv' O‘ ,‘,g* y "ﬁ-m w é

can't do whatever you want.
Freedom doesn't just happen, It L}'& J, sy L Y XI.}‘ Ny

comes with conditions. The . .
freedom of Christians Is tied to a ‘d":"J" CJ}::’%.-“L\ 49 °LJJ~'“.

relationship with Jesus. One of @,{Q L}" :‘.P»'( Jis Gy pa 5\,

them said: "'In my office |

always looked at the picture with | Jo& 313,50l 4 Gl L

the signature: Jesus sets you

free.” Jesus' freedom begins s e "2 Lo ‘é’j‘“
within, in the heart. all 3 ¢ Jo\l 3




8 - Someone said: " There has B ey e \" ;rp»’( Ji -8
to be some boundaries.

Imagine if you drank alcohol JeS 25 oS Y JE ol
without limits and were .\f;\;ﬂ_, 1o 3 &'5; 3gd0- D

always drunk. You can drink .
as much as you want in LU B ayr Lo ol 028 o S

Germany If you can afford it. TN Sy o2 o3 =S
Nobody stops you from doing e Vel & éa"‘“s 3)

that in Germany. "'But it's LS LU 3 el eldl) o Lag

not good." Freedom without L3 . LU X
| . oy ds Al "B Coaatd
measure is irresponsible, P B 0o A M S

stupid and harmful. )by Ay A ghuus &




9- Paul says: ""You are free ",&.“3 P ‘;s'(" : e Jois -9

through Jesus.” But he . et e
also says: ""Serve one S"“ \gadel" :Loy] o “*ﬂj

ther injove: Moss ||t di "3 L
ys. y g (}X’}b ".5 .. ‘f/‘z’.} &.’—o’s"‘"

as yourself." Freedom in

Jesus is the freedom to é ZUL‘ ,;;\ o (P 7yt
love. Freedom In Jesus "

begins within, In the heart, el S «Js\l S (*% 79

but it reaches out to others| (s 0 o 33 3 Juas LS,
through love. 3 &)




10. Love replaces envy:
"What do others have
that | don't have?"
L_ove replaces talking
badly about others:
""He or she has bad
Intentions."" Love opens
up to others: ""What do
they need?'"" ""Where
can | help?”
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11 - Love opens for a1« 3alall — il -11
worship: ""Thank God

that | can hear your Mﬂf‘“ @‘*“”‘ gﬁ“ ‘&

word every Sunday. AR :
Thank you for Jﬁ giw (>

fellowship with other | -cws3) ool o 2820

Christians. Thank you, sy hY bl \3.) T
God, for always putting \ ‘ Ji:
me on the right and @"“j ! Jo Ll
good path in life. A 3 Flally




12 -I Jesus gaéve freedom, but he A PO R g et adl -12
IS also a good example of how W s ey X
to live freedom. In the Gospel, Jo#) 3 Ayl e ‘%ﬂ A Jle
Jesus is tempted by Satan. By ylacddl Gy alatdl 2
Satan knows the scriptures, the TR Y < UL I T
Bible, very well. Doesn't Psalm Wi ¢ putll S i) 8]
91 say, "Don't hityour man's  f"$¢lay 2t a5 ¥" 91 a0l oo

stone?"’ You can jump off the ) . N
top of the temple and nothing A USJ stA\ J“ u”f‘j\ v\is

will happen to you. God catches "o jad dbl e
you." * . N .

Jesus will not allow himself to Gkl ) o ol 4 e T U
be led down the wrong path. Aad |




13- He knows and S gy 3 ym & -13
understands the Bible . ij-‘ f]i* Ll
better. The purpose of o) -Joad O

the scriptures is to o duall S e gl
serve the good life, not ng ALl 3L des

the bad and sinful life. )
"It is also written: Aelold g dadl 3L

Thou shalt not tempt PA R AT
the Lord thy God." Nt Yila “')fj;“




14- Jesus resists Satan, me 'y ‘, | poliy gt -14

thinks and does what Is

responsible, not what is o Le w{b J;;—M 9 Le Jue.;

stupid. Whoever comes to . Al st ot .
you with the Bible or the il “”&\’ ) c}’(e. O (&

Qur'an and promises you u\,ﬂ\ J.,aat .*JA.% OLZS\ jﬂ

the best things, listen NV
carefully to see if he doesn't o o ¥ o8 o) R e t“‘“\

want to seduce you and lead Wbl o« LI 4 sdas o o
you down the wrong path. ‘ d?yu Jl J-bﬂe.; Je.ﬂ.

The scriptures are not meant 8 dwaill SN oy dgadl| yud

to oppress others.




15- Jesus says: ""Give \i S ;w Jjﬁe. -15

thanks for the freedom of
the heart through faith.” § ¢y &}\ -"a\-@"e &fm\ {4 >

Freedom through faith K . .
has limits because we are L5y -b"" W ol I

human beings. Even t.c g&\ @...,g (5 -

Jesus, the Son of God,
refrains from doing L J:?J-"-T e‘_g“ c.f‘ Jad o

anything other than what . N
) can ol ade gy L) é“-“

man can and should do.
Amen. ool oAy
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