1. The LORD Is my
shepherd. He gives me
everything | need.

2. He lets me lie down In
fields of green grass. He
leads me beside guiet

waters.

3. He gives me new
strength. He guides me In
the right paths for the
honour of his name.




4. Even though | walk through
the darkest valley, | will not be
afraid. You are with me. Your
shepherd’s rod and staff comfort
me.

5. You prepare a feast for me
right in front of my enemies. You

pour oil on my head. My cup
runs over.

6. I am sure that your goodness
and love will follow me all the
days of my life. And I will live In
the house of the LORD for ever.
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Introduction to Luke 7:1-10for21 § |\. 21 4 10-1 7 B i
January 2024 224521 3101 :7 By} desie

A Roman centurion asks Jesus for idoluso Fguy (g0 oy (3l Ml dal) ots
help. His servant is ill. Jesus is to heal

him. The centurion does not speak to § Snoy, Y T Addd o G oA 4035-
Jesus directly, but through an Lowy N e <820 e g2 el sl

Intermediary. The centurion does not J*Awfg -‘,;aﬁé\ | *ISJQYZ&L\ s

belong to the Jewish people. He is of -
Roman origin. He is one of the first § 14 .l ¢ o old) BT cjo g2y . 3les
people from the nations to approach w3 & L -l Jl
Jesus and whom Jesus helps. After Ainldy Nge m Tom et el o
his death and resurrection, Jesusis § casdl o :guld) s Jol 10 35290 fount
there for all people: from the Jewish @& szill o . s A . \
people and from all nations. We hear 0B (57 aasd W) 0B (pa (S0
and see this story as a pantomime. It fi .ild) L1 la] 40, Sl Jed) Lo,
IS also the basis of the sermon.




1. Jesus finished saying all these
things to the people who were
listening. Then he entered
Capernaum.

2. There the servant of a Roman
commander was ill and about to die.
His master thought highly of him.

3. The commander heard about

Jesus. So he sent some elders of the
Jews to him. He told them to ask
Jesus to come and heal his servant.
4. They came to Jesus and begged
him, This man deserves to have you
do this.

5. He loves our nation and has built
our synagogue.’
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6. So Jesus went with them.
When Jesus came near the
house, the Roman
commander sent friends to
him. He told them to say,
‘Lord, don’t trouble yourself.

| am not good enough to have §
you come into my house. »

/. That is why | did not even
think | was fit to come to you. §
But just say the word, and
my servant will be healed.




8. I myself am a man who is under
authority. And | have soldiers who
obey my orders. | tell this one,
“G0”, and he goes. | tell that one,
“Come”, and he comes. | say to my
servant, “Do this”, and he does It.’

9. When Jesus heard this, he was
amazed at the commander. Jesus
turned to the crowd that was
following him. He said, ‘I tell you,
even in Israel | have not found
anyone whose faith is so strong.’

10. Then the men who had been sent &

to Jesus returned to the house. They
found that the servant was healed.
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Sermon for 21 January 2024 on Luke
7,1-10

Dear congregation!

1. The centurion of Capernaum
and Jesus do not meet at all.
Through Jewish - we would say -
church leaders, the centurion asks

Jesus to heal his servant. And
when Jesus comes to him, the
centurion sends friends to Jesus
and tells them how much he trusts
Jesus' help. In those days, Jews
avolded contact with people from
other nations who were considered
unclean.
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2. With the intermediaries, the
centurion respects the Jewish
fear of contact, which Jesus
himself does not share. We too
are familiar with such contacts
through intermediaries,
especially when a supplicant

wants something from a person
for whom he or she has a lot of
respect. We are reluctant to
present our wishes directly to a
high-ranking person - probably
also for fear of being rejected.
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3. So we like to make use
of an intermediary. The
contact 1s more Indirect,
more distant, more
protected and perhaps
therefore leads to a good

result. But If you are
familiar with each other -
as here In our community
- a direct approach is
better.
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4. The centurion belongs to the Ao 2 gall &S aSla ¢ &y 4

military. He compares Jesus’ Aty ANl daild | o
relationship to his servant's 3 420l QA T o

iliness with the relationship "M‘ Jﬂ%{‘& ‘;u-d‘ B2 (g
between him, the centurion, and A Luadd Ul saslad) J s8
ordinary soldiers. The centurion PEOARUALERY (i a) a3 gla

says: "'| myself have soldiers who " L % s
are under my command. If | say R

to one, 'Go," he goes. And if I say J§ (8 <7 ‘ﬁj-‘) " @U 580 Jad AY
to another, "Come," he will come." Lﬁ daall u.A 4.91.2:3\5 paLall

(Luke 7, 8cd) Command and -t
obedience is the principle in the ¥ (JUR) ciualia (2 LA
military. In the midst of battle, Le i u‘; i ‘d“%M i<
you cannot argue, you have to tell § . ,al g¥! u‘b"ﬁ g udan La 8, Cﬂ
someone where to go.




5. Jesus Is our Lord. But
does "'‘command and
obedience’ adequately
describe our relationship
with HiIm? No. ""Devotion
and trust" I1s more
appropriate for our

relationship with Jesus.
""Command and obedience*
IS reminiscent of another
religion that sees God as a
dictator to whom we owe
blind obedience.
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6. But Jesus said to His
disciples: 'l no longer call you
servants. A servant does not
know what his master is doing.
Rather, I call you friends. For |
have entrusted to you
everything | have heard from
my Father.”" (John 15:15) And
Paul says to us Christians:
""You are therefore - through
Jesus - no longer a servant of
God, but a mature child."
(Galatians 4:7a)
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7. Our relationship with Jesus
and the Father is not a
"ministerial’
familial one, but not "'at eye
level", because He i1s God and we
are human beings. Trusting Him
In all the problems of our lives is
always a challenge. It is good and
right to believe that Jesus iIs God
and He can do everything. It is
something else to trust in Jesus In
a specific emergency where |
don't know what Is about to
happen: You will help me. | can
be calm. It will turn out well.

one, but a personal,
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8. An old song says of Jesus: *"You 16 o (6 dagd ey 5 Jo85 8
have it in your hands, you can IS i ) SliSay cdliy eI

turllrnteverﬁ]hing adround,b " (EG LiS) " dalall Culs Laga o i
whatever the need may be. g PR

398,2) This song verse encourages | < 14 (398.2 02 j:“*ffff“{"“
me to trust Jesus through all . & O u:“" (il Aazi i) (e
uncertainty and fear. He can do S gad) g Cial) ade JS (DA £ gy
it. He can intervene everywhere. J JAxil) diSay ) Jady o) 4dlSals ¢y

He is more powerful than all the IS o g A Sa ) B

>

circumstances, powers and ol | alduEN) 0o o B
people that oppress me. But does ,&t‘ :4 Ja ;J‘”ﬂ J 3‘@
He want to help me in my specific | ¢ oo 3 b,

need in the way | want Him to () A3y shally Basaal) Fala (A
from the bottom of my heart? ‘e L2 e




9. My experience is that most [ (a¥) ief 82 239

of the time He wants to and & SUY  tads o S A
does. He answers my prayer. b s JA

He arranges things the way | o 3 4] LA g

want them to be or in a similar ‘-‘“*J‘ uﬂ-“ &JHU s '»"UMY‘
way or in this direction. My o 9 ilaa 48 oy of (4S5

requests often relate to our é_\,gg La LIS olan¥) 1A

church. We are starting a new 4ol um FARREIRY u.a\.db
project and | pray that people

will come. And they come and | ~c+! u‘“ &) J"JU o
Jesus and the Holy Spirit bless C&JMJ & s &l g 0 sb g

what we have already planned Jadlly 4l Lialad Lo (juadll
with His inspiration. ' dalg




10. The centurion’s servant
IS sick. Jesus' help In the
Gospels often refers to sick
people and He heals them.
Jesus can also heal today
and often does so when
people come to faith anew
and In other, poorer parts of
the world. We here In
Europe are more cautious In
expecting spontaneous
healing through Jesus.
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11. | believe that this is sh Sy L8 ) o) adsef 11
because God also helps sick A EEY - ) de oy ) 03

people here through XTI .2 .
medicine and it is much eladl) ¢l LaS bl A (e

easler to heal 1lInesses S S Gl Ub‘f\{‘ A
through medicine than itwas | 4 O\ Las Gubal) JNA (14
2000 years ago. But even L) hl) o<1 ale 2000 J&

medicine only works with 511 4 4

God's blessing and so we dmj ‘}M uﬁ ’) d::z
always need prayer and trust N @ ‘(oA

in Jesus' healing power when °?-j‘ﬂ‘ () Ladla Gﬁ“ﬂ.:ﬁ‘ﬁ
we are ill or have complaints, ABLE) £ gaus B 99 2 ARl) g
with or without medicine.




12. The other day at the rectory
door. | pray for a woman | have
known for a long time and who
has many problems. As always,
| pray that God will help her
and hear her wishes. The
woman says to me: "'l don't

know, Pastor. I'm In a difficult
situation now. | don't think
anything will change that
quickly. I think I have to get

through 1t with God." | am
surprised and think: the
woman Is right.
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13. Sometimes it is like this: God,

Jesus does not want to free us
from the situation we are
currently in, but "'we have to get
through it"". When | was
diagnosed with cancer over 7
years ago, some people
Immediately prayed for me to be

healed. But | thought: God has
just sent me this iliness. Now Is
not the time for me to be healed
straight away, but first | have to
get through it. Six months later,
God healed me completely with
the medicine.
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14. Many of you who have fled know
something similar. If you are on the
run or have just arrived in a new
country, you may be praying: grant,
Jesus, that everything will finally be
all right. Others think: I still have a
hard road ahead of me, even if the
flight 1s over. They think: I first have
to go through this before everything
will really be all right. Many have
experienced and continue to
experience what Psalm 23 says:
"Though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, | will fear no
evil, for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me."" (Ps
23:4)
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15. We often have to get through
a difficult situation first. But
Jesus Is there, we do not have to
be afraid, we can hold on to his
shepherd's staff and comfort
ourselves. Sometimes God also
expects difficult things of us.
Should we mature and prove our
faith? We cannot find the final
answer to this here on earth. But
It gives my difficult time a
meaning from God when | know:
| have to get through it and God
IS with me. This gives me patience
and hope.
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16. We can and we may trust G o) LiSay g Likay 116
Jesus, the Father and the Lowdll) 7 g 1) g Y (F g

Holy Spirit. He can do PN o
everything. And how often Sy e ) daty O AiSa

He answers our prayers! b a8 1lidle Al i 5 4
How often He fulfills our O bale <l TLELS ) §la

wishes! But time and again Gl 1380910 e Lgg sl
we also have to go through VR PG IR LPL S DUWALI

this. Then we trust in His . . . =
"help through''. He helps us g L “‘Jf‘ & A
through. At some point, we 2 Axal) Cla oY) ) gl
will also get through the S| WEN
difficult times in our lives.




17. Most of the time: ""The Lord is oI olay e 217

my shepherd; | shall not want"'. . " .. 5 s
(Ps 23:1) If this does not apply, J’“) S (9% R Al

then the other sentence from Ps 23 Uu Qe dlld 05 e-‘ ‘4‘ (1 :23
applies: ""Though | walk through 23 el Cpa gAY Alaall

the valley of the shadow of death, uﬁ &3yt o] u‘“" Llle d“L’“‘

| will fear no evil, for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they il Y o1 AT Y Lalal s

comfort me." (Ps 23:4) And for Ml dlse g dlas ((2a

the future | trust: ""Surely d“ 1_,\5 (4:23 3a¢1:23 )"

goodness and mercy will follow me oy e
all the days of my life; 1 will dwell Aaa ) g Al dially

in the house of the Lord forever, o Sl PPN e‘*‘ JS (Adlagiy
always." (Ps 23:6) :23 a) LCuiY) A ) Ca
Amen! -Ué'“‘ (6




	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16
	Folie 17
	Folie 18
	Folie 19
	Folie 20
	Folie 21
	Folie 22
	Folie 23

