Psalms 95

10 come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; o= - sewos  w Gy s% -4 Yy
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Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our - -7 -t ‘;9)/4 < j

salvation.

2Let us come before His presence with a
song of thanksgiving; uw)“ S ‘J-AM ‘\-A\-A‘

Let us shout joyfully to Him with songs.
3For the Lord 1s a great God
And a great King above all gods,

4In whose hand are the depths of the
earth;

The peaks of the mountains are His also.

5The sea is His, for He made it [by His
command];

And His hands formed the dry land.
|Gen 1:9]
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Let us kneel before the Lord

our Maker [in reverent praise ) 5
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Introduction to Praying, 25 May 2025 Yo,0,Y0 3Blall A dadia

Our topic today is prayer. \We now gt 3Lall s gl lie i ga
hear a report on this by Damaris ol ulala oy yas ) oY
Kliemt. She tells how she was healed S o) ASa Jiady ccndl Cas

of her severe skin disease by God's oo alaall =y s sila e
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wisdom. In the sermon we then hear
about things that are important in
prayer, about different
understandings of prayer and how

God answers prayers.



1. A Christian woman reports: A (Dl gz 15 s 3 o) (95 -1

few years ago | was fighting a N -
severe neurodermatitis disease. 38 S A= “’W St

The suffering was great, as the Ko (i LS 73] i 3blae
eczema caused severe Itching and A }5 cadl oS b I\ ly By

stabbing pain. | was often at the - s
dermatologist, tried many ol oty Al pLadl ol

ointments and followed all the boS ol £la o ol (UL

doctor's advice. But nothing f sl e
improved. | also went to the prayer =l o o 8 ST o

for the sick in our church several A Sy wag Sl Bae g2 M
times and asked God for healing. slasdl




2. But there was no relief from o L ;
(8 ol) i e IS,
my pain. At that time we lived el (B i ol all S

in Dallas/USA. There, too, | 3asial)l LY Sl ¢ ¥y 8 (s US
visited a doctor and was )
prescribed a strong cortisone
cream. In addition, she told
me that I could only
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experience healing through a | ..l ) aal o eyl jual]
progress in science or through o
a miracle. I was desperate. So A duily S 3 a5l (oalal

I asked my husband Daniel to | . L. )
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join me in asking God about S OF Jih (255 e il

the cause. We prayed together. L e cuad) e dll J) g




3. I let out my frustration and

helplessness 1n prayer. 1 told | ;

God how annoyed I was from (e Aae Jie CiiS oS ) G pal B3l
rum.ling to doctors apd not Sl e Jganll g0 sl ) S
getting any resounding help. ' i
And I reminded him of his IS llia aif 4Dy 43 835 Allad 3ae L
words that he had all wisdom:
"In him (Christ) are hidden all
the treasures of wisdom and (T-RY 1Y o sl S) "Ad yrall 5 Al
knowledge" (Colossians 2:2b-
3). So I asked God about the
cause of my eczema and RGIgS St PR PR P PN
waited...
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4. A second later, I saw a
picture 1n prayer. I saw a
sketch on which the stomach 7 a5 Baxall )3l Ly Cuil
was unmistakably depicted:
just as you know 1t from a

biology book or the Internet. I S R
In addition, I got the thought | ¢ 5 o fasly =i il
that my stomach was b e @l e ol g dugila

inflamed and that I should | } o "
stop drinking coffee for four A (o Sl aulis] day ) 504l B g8l

weeks. I asked God to help me
with this, because at that time

I drank six cups a day. L g0 ol ST A
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5. I knew that I would only
make it with God's help. And
1t actually worked, God
answered my prayer. After a
week of abstinence from
coffee, all the eczema on my
body healed. After four weeks,
my skin was completely like
new, completely healed. This
experience showed me that
God 1s willing to give wisdom
when asked.
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6. The words of the New . | N
: doa 2aall ag=ll Gl culls g -
Testament have been alive to |< = ¢ = =5 = 5-6

me ever since: "But if any of doaiyy 2Saal IS )" 1epall Glld dic
you lack wisdom, let him ask

God, who gives freely and gl any A A (e Leallanld AaSa

without reproach to everyone; C . |
so it will be given to him." ) "l (hary o gl ¢y Y el

(James 1:5) I was able to cualy e ia JLEA) (e € (O 1)
experience God's wisdom and |

1t led to my healing. Looking A ¢ bl ) il s Slas )
back, this experience always . .
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Sermon for 25 May 2025, Topic: Praying | %<&l (¢S sa9e — 25.5.2025 a5 ddac

Dear congregation, le) oY) guaal) Lgal

1. All people have a longing to be happy, to
live contentedly. All people want to be salaall (3 g a@—‘ﬂ (il & - -1

protected from dangers and disasters. And all \ )-L:s& u‘ C) ity e@aha Lr‘" La Jj‘ 3

people have certain wishes that result from u\-uu‘ dﬁj ‘—U‘Jﬁ‘j J\-LAY‘ U*“
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their concrete life situation: Our child should
become healthy again! The war in our country

should finally stop!




2. To a certain extent, we humans can
do something ourselves to achieve
these goals of happiness and
preservation and to fulfill certain
wishes. But our human possibilities
are limited and we are dependent on
things over which we have little or
no Influence. That Is why people
have turned to divine powers from
the beginning of time in order to get
satisfaction, protection and help.
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3. People have done a lot for it, traveled
to holy places, became involved In
special rituals to win the favor of divine
powers for themselves. Many people
have strictly adhered to divine

commandments in the hope and

expectation of now also receiving the

blessing and help from above for

themselves.
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4. Since Jesus, thoughts of giving and
taking with the divine power are a thing
of the past, all these religious deals
about happiness are over. To become
happy, to be protected from danger, and
to get help, we only need to pray. It Is
all about trust in God, trust in His help

and blessing.
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5. There are no general rules when
praying as a Christian. It doesn't have to
be five times a day and we don't have to
use predetermined prayer words. It is
best to speak to the invisible God as to a

good friend, as a child to his or her dear

parents, as a partner in a trusting

conversation.
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6. Each and every one of us is allowed to ‘\-\SJJ-L: Ay Q\ u\.uu\ dSJ (',SA.., _6
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praying: the place where | pray, the way | — 2l a4 (3l ‘\AJJJ:

pray, the posture of the body when praying &JJY\_‘@Jé‘ “\:f:‘:’;ﬂ jﬁj?f ;ij
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find his or her own personal way of

- whether with folded hands or raised arms

1 - . Wh |
or not at all - are up to us. WWhen praying, s Y LS ) J B n

we should be focused on God - and at the u‘ . & ; uﬁ ALl ;\4;\ CA u\

same time we can pray at any time. A wise .u 'y L1l S L
Christian therefore said: We should not

smoke while praying, but we can pray

while smoking.



7. One thing Is Important when praying:

to do It regularly. So not just on a whim
and when | urgently need something.
Rather, it Is good to take a fixed time to
pray every day or even several times a

day and to keep Iit. This Is good for us

and our faith and God takes it seriously.
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8. For many, the morning before all
activities or the time in the evening
before going to bed Is a good choice. So
pray trustingly and regularly —
everything else in prayer iIs up to each
Christian. Praying means cultivating the
relationship with God, with Jesus.
Different Christian schools have their

own beliefs about how to do this.
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9. School A says: Prayer is above all a

reflection on

my path before God. With

my wishes and needs, my injuries and

my own weaknesses, | stand before

God, talk to

who | am, w

Him and clarify before Him

nich way | should go and

where | need

life.

to correct things in my
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10. I talk to God about where | should do ué\é-‘-“y‘ o= A & G| -10

something for certain fellow human beings, =9 ‘3“5‘;\-“‘ U‘ — uﬂl‘
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where | may have to be patient and endure

some things. According to School A, G‘mﬁ Xl C"\"“‘ b‘“ﬂ ?@‘d s
Lﬁ‘j cujS\ (R @J‘ cAJJ\ \A" @\A;
"451».»\ u\ W UJJ‘L

prayer as a conversation with God serves
above all to clarify and improve my own
attitude to life before God. Prayer here Is a
conversation before God with myself:
"God, show me who | am and which way |

should go."




11. School B says: Prayer is above all
an encounter with God. Prayer means
spending time with God, coming Into
His presence. We can't do that, not even
by a certain method. To experience God

Is a gift from Him.
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12. But we can take our time, allow 4l L] cf@ u‘ \445*“4 uﬁ -12
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silence, In another person. Prayer ! PNE u\ cf’“ R )u.aj\

ourselves rest, avoid all distractions and
expect God to meet us: in the rustling of

a tree, In hearing His voice, In inner

according to school B means:

experiencing God as a human being.




13. School C ties in with what | said at u‘-wY‘ d)“ ¥ Z‘MJM‘ -13

the beginning: Being human is always Oe Cau g ‘dh & Lail GILE
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longing for happiness, by the fear of Lia & e‘m g‘fjf ‘VJ ;U’A Cﬁ\'sﬁﬁ
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characterized by restlessness, by the

by uncertainty and dependence. Prayer Alaie Yy @.Lu...n\ L;u‘ | )S...n\ Ja
means: thank God | am not only Asle

dependent on myself and other people

In this fight.




14. | can turn to God with all my wishes JS 4 Qﬁ)‘ u‘ @-L‘-'-‘-“‘ -14

and needs, | can trust that there Is an <llia U‘ d"‘ﬁ ‘6‘“5‘“) cfu;)
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Invisible personal power of love that
hears my prayer and answers it. A
power of love that does not respond to
my prayers on a whim like a dictator,

but as a reliable, faithful, loving God.




15. For us Christians, we pray in faith in u‘*“u L:J"'AJ L)JJAJ-“‘*“S -15

Jesus. We pray in faith that we are g Jundy L (a3 . g
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reconciled to God through Jesus, that "
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we are His beloved children, that He

prayers with the power of His love. God dald dany e
the Father responds to the prayers of all

people and helps them.




16. For us Christians, Jesus gives us an s Y e-“‘u Sl '1 6
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means does Jesus respond, does the st Qm }Qj\ },J ) JA Q\jj\
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extra portion of help and the certainty

that He hears our prayers. That is why

now respond to our requests for U@J\ \Au )J

protection, protection, help and

happiness?




17. Usually in a way that corresponds to
the normal course of the world, such as
through other people. We will not be
able to prove to a non-believer that God
has intervened here. But we believe that
providence, not coincidence, was at

play here.
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18. Sometimes, often in particular need, & Alaiul) g aS -18
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God also acts through miracles, through L-é
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Improbable In the normal course of & @J‘;uu alal) | _adn g o" la]
events. It is a special treasure when God g_,ytéj\ oA @ CAJ\ 5 "'U\A_MY\

an event that would be very, very

lets us experience miracles. And what is & oo L AP Pt

Jesus' answer to our requests?




19. According to my experience and my | <= cuny Y e 00 cﬁ 19

faith, 1 answer as follows: 30% of the LS (al OS] el MJ‘L” S
a5 sl Ak 8 Lol Tt

' fulfill t tl

time Jesus fulfills our requests exactly e u‘J Gy juall csj‘ CL‘;"
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healthy" and it will be healthy in the M‘y\ 8y

as we wished. "Please make my child

foreseeable future. "Let me pass the
exam well tomorrow" and | pass it well.
We can rejoice In such situations and
can only say "Thank you, Jesus" from

the heart.




20. In my experience, Jesus responds BE RIS ENgn ;ZY v .20
positively to my requests 50% of the time, ‘UA‘ Slia UJ54 P! J‘ ¢y ‘U\Ay‘
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but He fulfills them somewhat to quite
differently than | wanted and does not
fulfill them immediately, but with a certain

delay. Patience and trust are required from
‘UQM} W < \.\mnj

us here and an attitude like: I am curious to
see how Jesus will answer. He does it for
my good and therefore probably a little
differently than | wanted.




21. My impression is that 20% of the
time God answers to my request with a
"no" or does not answer at all, seems to
be silent and hide. In such a situation,
we can lament: "Why, God, don't you
help me?" But then we will also accept

God's no or silence and hold on to the

grace and love of Jesus alone.
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22. School C: Praying above all as a
request for God's help in our lives marked
by challenges and uncertainties. | mainly
follow school C, but I also find school A
Important: praying as thinking about my
path before God. And school B: Prayer as
an encounter with the living God. Praying
IS A, B and C and all together. Prayer is a
prerogative of man. That we are allowed to
speak with the power of love, that God
answers us and that Jesus meets us, that is
wonderful. Amen!
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