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Scene 1. A
1. Jesus had been laid in a pol o &)l (3 gt 23 -1

tomb. It is now the third day . e T
since He died. Some of Jesus' 55,01 o2 )y 9By g e S|

friends visited the tomb early in ‘1 (’Vﬂ ‘J{Lj\ C\"‘A\ S | 79t

the morning, but they did not

find Him. All of Jesus® friends R 79 BCRWS 2 09
are upset and very sad. Two il Sem Ve v azss
disciples, Cleopas and Andrew, ‘O Sabinalitl Ot

make their way back to their Ve | A ¢ gl il u”\’):{
village of Emmaus.



2. A I'mso cold ... I can hardly
feel my hands.

C: Yes, I'm cold too - everything
IS desolate and empty ...

A: And pointless ...

C: But come on. The blanket is
big enough for both of us. Maybe
it will help if we move closer
together.

A: Oh leave me alone, Cleopas.
Everything hurts ... It gets worse
with every step ... | don't want to
go any further. You go on alone.
I'll just stay here.
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3. C: Come on, you can't do that
... You can't stay out here. It's too
cold and too dangerous, just on
the side of the road. We have to
keep going. You have to pull
yourself together! Come on, I'll
help you up.

A: But where should we go? Back
to our old life in our village of
Emmaus? Can you really ""just
carry on as before"? Working
day in, day out - as If Jesus had
never been there? As if we had
never set off with Jesus into a
completely different life?
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4. C: Doyou think I'm notsad?  .sub Y S $lye o ‘é's'ﬂ Nzas o 1214

But it's no use. They caught Jo las iy Fyu o Fy Jo Ly

Jesus. Jesus was accused. Jesus : .
hung on the cross. And we stood O o ptaipe Ligm L g . dal

far away, trembling with fear.
A: And now He's dead!

C: But we are alive!l | don't
know what's going to happen

now either. All I know Is that we i S ety I 0 e ST, 2l
have to get back to our village . \’ua y N 'H;J{ A
first. We'll find something to eat Q) 335l Lse &l 52 Chble

and get some sleep. And do Jaty b o b (o Comd Yl Ly 3
tomorrow we'll see! e St 13l (gang oyl oo Laus



5.A: But Jesus - buried and =~ Sy ... s gaey o> — g S5

simply gone ... and b Y il gy o3 — 4 T Lo
everything | believed - also - A g2 ”’;“, * o Ll
buried and simply gone ... | aeadulta

can't live with that.

C: You're right. There's no s . ) ey
more hope for either of us. Lo 5Y Jol lp e Jo it

Still - let's go down the hill  Jaul 3} o bgea oW - Jl- &1 o

for now. It's already dark In Ao ool g S L
the valley. We have to keep o et @l 3 (BN Jor )

going! That's our path now. Job of ol byl 4 ia, 'w-b
We continue along it, step by Bgkat Bolas <l yo sl (3 el

step.



Picture viewing:

6. We now look at this story
together on the small card that was
handed out. If we tilt the card
slightly forwards or backwards, it
shows three different pictures. The
first picture is at the front. Two
men are walking along a path.
They have already walked quite a
distance. The city of Jerusalem,
from which they come, up on the
hill, is far away in the background.
Sad and stooped, Andrew Is
walking on the left and Cleopas on
the right, side by side.
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/. Now there Is another man
with Andrew and Cleopas. He
walks a little behind them. The
man asks: Why are you hanging
your heads? What is troubling
you? And the disciples tell him -
about their friend Jesus, about
His death on the cross. The
strange man listens. And he

knows his way around the Bible.

He says: the Bible says that
something like this had to
happen. Jesus laid down His life
for people. He lived for them
and died for them.
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8. The two disciples wonder. d 43 s S Bl sl o lis .8
What does what the stranger

says mean? They think he bae (o ot 2ygtizmy § il
should stay with us a little JLull Jo 3 Y s SUs bt 55
longer. Because It Is already . e oo

evening and they arrive at \gals 23 (23 Al lshoy 28y Jaill

their village, they invite himto = 34| gl I oliaall Jobd ooy
dinner. Now it's time to look at A, r‘f‘“ A5 ) Jo 5 Y

the second picture. To do this,

we have to tilt the picture back = (3, .38 Cad 3 5 0al) AL} Lo

a little. In the second picture, e el o %l e
we see the three of them a little . ( S8 s BV (5 L3130l

later. They are together to eat. plalall ol las



9. The strange man with the
white robe now stands in the
middle between the disciples. He
IS holding a large loaf of bread In
his hand. He breaks off some of
It and hands it to Cleopas.
Andrew is also about to receive a
piece of bread. The man in the
white robe is Jesus. He hands
out the bread. Jesus was even
there earlier on the way when
the disciples were so sad. He was
the one who knew the words
from the Bible and explained
what they meant.
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10. But it was only when they
broke bread that the disciples
recognized Him. Jesus is alive!
He accompanied us when we
were so sad. He came Into our
home and gave us the bread.
Andrew and Cleopas are
surprised. They are happy and
amazed. That's why it doesn't
matter that Jesus disappears
again just as they reach out for
the bread. Andrew and Cleopas
feel completely alive. They have
a goal again. They set off
straight away.
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11. If we tilt themap  }f dlla) Lol L2 13) .11

back a little more and

~ look at the third A1 b ks, D Cad|
picture, we see the two 3, . g:, el s |

of them running. »2)
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running to and how are < : .
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they doing now?



Play scene 2 2 Jgdee

12. A: Come on now! We have to go! lad o gt 153 La 12

C: Yes, I'm already coming. Just
quickly ... pack something.

A: Cleopas, don't do that. We don't & .&lly e (sl Gasky eI iy ‘u‘\m(‘a

de iy Lo B f)"\ .ra\'é i ¢ .3

need all that. J&,j \,MJ‘( ?6}1 350 3,01 < ja \:’lf .3

C: What if you get cold again? Or if | R * *
get tired and need a snack on the ?J.,J\ o\ u“\’-‘\/‘ J @#‘; ‘.,,,.S\.,

way? !tﬂ\,\qd\lb‘_jﬁ&ﬂ?wu\&:.

A: Tired? No, we won't be today! | s o aadls Il &L o] ?:* T
feel like I could walk to the end of the § =° "”Jf P ale ) té‘“L T @ A
world and back again. And I'm not 3l ol ¥y L el o Uy g5

hungry either ... and no worries!




13. K: That's right, you're
right. Everything is
different! Jesus is alive! ...
Sharing bread with Jesus
at the table ... that was the
greatest thing. I'll never

forget that! Wait a minute.
| have to take something
with me. (gets a piece of
bread) | want to show this
to the other disciples.
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14. A: Good idea - then we can tell
them exactly what it was like when
Jesus sat at the table with us and
broke the bread. How we realized
what He wanted to tell us before:
that God gives new life!

C: And that Jesus really lives and
stays with us.

A: Yes! That's what we do. We bring
bread. And when everyone is at the
table, we share it. We eat together as
we did at the last meal with Jesus.
Then the others feel it too: Jesus Is
risen.

C: Hallelujah!
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Sermon for Easter, 31 March 2024 on
Luke 24 and others

Dear congregation!

1. The two Emmaus disciples Cleopas
and Andrew are completely changed after
they recognize Jesus while breaking
bread. Jesus lives - with this certainty
they set off for Jerusalem to join the
other disciples, exhilarated and full of
joy. | ask myself: what is different for us
today, for me today, because Jesus lives?
In relation to the world we live In? In
terms of suffering in life? In relation to
how | feel about my life and future? We
see a picture of Jesus for each of the
three topics.
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2. | visit a 95-year-old in an old Gl 95 Ll oy C’\,‘ b 3yl 5 OB .2
people’s home. She Is mentally fitg = .. g/ = . - .
and keeps a close eye on what is C;L’f e Y L) el ey 1
happening in the world. She says: | ,5:Yb :Js5a .S ¢ IR RPN
"Things are bad in the world . s -

today. I'm thinking of Putin. | o G S W ool S 3 2
knew him when he was still an bals JIy Y &E/\M& Jadly ad o

intelligence officer in Dresden. hiis Lo gy 3 O
He iIs only Interested in himself e S0 ¥
and his power, with no regard for ok L L~° u:-’ cadalss

human life. Soon a mafioso, oy ol slast Jol 5y 3 L s
Trump, may also come back to

power in Washington. Terrible!" gy glanily 3 Al ) cculy




3. Depending on where we come | 3 g LS Wyl fe Bleel .3
from, we can easily continue the o o
old lady's lament about our Ml o jemall badl o6 Aoy

world. We think of the brutal P (P LA BRI
mullah dictatorship in lranorthe § - 5 &)’L ff éjgm f
hopeless situation in S Ul 25l 5 olal 3

Afghanistan. We are moved by 3 AT }L \sjfb. .l .duwg\

the civil war 1n Sudan or the war

in the Gaza Strip - with its - i plas (3 O 2 AIR\EYomI
starving civilian population. We oo oo '. W ol KN
ask ourselves with the old TET Q007 et U O

woman: Is there still hope for Lo Jo 15 g2l 31 LN . L) Sl
our world? § 1L Jf\ s i







5. The large statue of Jesus stands ) dude 34 }g\ 5 gl g a5
above RIo de Janeiro in Brazil and

blesses this city. It is a symbol that § - dpalleda by bl 3 Jj"\"’ S°

Jesus Is alive, resurrected not only ‘ Y 5 )
for the individual who believes, but Sl e £ 5 @"“’ o

for the whole world. Jesus Is %LJJ BIRISY TRES =S AUREY: BN

standing, enthroned, hovering over , )
our world, whether in Africa, Asia e 358 5= ‘o (i @‘A f\

or Europe. Not only I as a Ceady by ol of Lol of Ly 3

Christian, our world stands In the
light of the blessing Jesus. His L3 iy e JJ u%-“{iw i

peace and his love have been LI oMo J.o.u.u Vi 754 Ao g gu0
established over our world - no one

can undo this. s ey ] (R ui‘ Yy Ll S




6. | believe that the Putins,
Trumps and Khameneis, as
terrible as they are raging now,
will end up on the dustbin of
history. But Jesus will be the
victor and put an end to all
violence, all injustice and all

suffering in this world and
establish his kingdom of peace.
That gives me hope for our
world. It changes my present.
This world Is not lost and
doomed to destruction.
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7. So | do not despalr of this
world. Jesus is alive and
stands over our world with
His hands of blessing. This
gives me courage to fight for
a better, fairer world. The

small successes that are
achileved are part of the
kingdom of God, which will
one day fully prevalil. The
blessing Jesus of Rio stands
for this hope.
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9. Wars In our world. Many
people experience
destructive violence and
suffer trauma as a result.
Many of us are familiar with
this or know people who are.

We also suffer personally and
often In silence from inner
stress, depression and
loneliness. Sometimes
everything seems dark and
pointless.
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10. Jesus also experienced LY L5 3 el 1310
marginalization, loneliness and g ' ~

brutal violence during the days r\;\ ‘3 5 iy 33\

of His suffering and death. But X
in Him, the Son of God, there UNARE UQJ 4’5”3 Gblas

is not only the darkness that e e 63 jaa.a g

He took upon Himself for us.

He is the eternal light that LSVW o5 &) Ul e disle
shines above the crosses of

this world in His resurrection e Uu"a Ub ML‘” S
and overcomes sin, suffering

and death.







12. The apostle Paul dares
to say: "What can separate
us from Christ and his love?
Suffering, fear or
persecution, hunger or cold,
danger or even execution?

.. But out of all this we
emerge as radiant victors.

We owe this to the one who | 5Laf) 2bi e oda 3 Lﬁ

loved us so much", Jesus. ) B
(Romans 8, 35+37) 35 (8 4y G| LSV\SL




13. Jesus'’

light and His

love, which overcome
darkness and sin, also help
us In difficult situations.

Because .

than all tr

esus Is stronger
e darkness In us

and around us. With Jesus,
the pain that threatens to

dominate

us does not have

the last word over our

lIves.
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14. Jesus' radiant light in the r\M\ L, C“L\ Pt 5 .14
midst of darkness . ) )
strengthens our resistance to Ld ey, Aol S D=

the negative and ignites Al w2 Lol Bl Ll
hope In us for better times. ’ J‘” 9% ¢ )

His love triggers healing 3y bwgs (3 clasdl (553

powers In our souls and SN o sl
drives back the burdens. % " 3 S TELP AN

And even if pain remains: J\ L] LS L e ﬂ
because Jesus IS with us, we Jtﬁ\ .
can also live with burdens. ' a's







16. Sometimes we are

afraid of the future. What

will it be like when | get

older and sicker? Will |

be able to stay In

Germany and earn my N
living in a good job? 3l ?b*:? 29 ¢
What will happen toour | o il Jl 3 WabY Sooe
children in a world of ) .

T 1

. i S \g >LL doyl
climate crisis and wars? =; G







18. There Is Jesus,
floating and light. His
right hand points upwards
as a sign of victory and
blessing. Jesus comes
towards us, blesses us,

takes us Into His victory
over death. Floating and
light, Jesus holds the
banner of victory In His
left hand.
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19. Under His feet we see
a human skull and animal
bones. These bones will
come to life again. Fish
can be seen next to His
right foot. They represent
us Christians, His
disciples. Around Jesus we
see the light and above His
feet the rainbow, a symbol
of hope.
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20. Jesus goes before us In
our lives as the victor over the
powers of death and as the
one who blesses. We follow
the victor, walk under his
blessing, surrounded by His

light. Life lies open before us,
Jesus clears the way for us
and clears the problems out of
the way. We set off into a
better life, a blessed life,
Illuminated by Jesus.
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21. What do our worries and fears
frighten us? We will overcome
the problems that lie ahead of us
with Jesus' help. Jesus leads the
way. He Is like the spring that
makes It bright and green and
warm. Jesus Is the eternal spring

full of hope that will one day turn
Into eternal summer. As a
Christian, | am full of hope and
strength. Jesus leads the way and
| have an unshakeable self-
confidence as a child of God, as a
disciple of Jesus.
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23. Easter 2024 Jesus Is alive.
The Emmaus disciples Cleopas
and Andrew experienced It: His
vitality brings them out of their
despondency and places their
lives under the power of hope.
Jesus Is there - also for us today.

He is the hope for our world. His
light Is stronger than all darkness.
With Jesus, we go forward into a
bright future. Jesus lives and we

too live brightly and full of hope.

Amen!
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