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At the beginning of the Bible, we
hear how God created the world. The
world He created was good. But in
the world as we know 1t, not
everything is good - there 1s conflict,
violence, and war. What happened?
In Genesis 3, we find the story of
Adam and Eve, the first human
beings. They lose their trust in God
and turn away from Him. As a result,
God drives them out of Paradise.

The story of Adam and Eve 1s our
story - the story of sinful humanity
and God. We will now hear this story
as a pantomime, and Anette will
interpret 1t in the sermon.
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Genesis 3

1Now the serpent was more cunning than Bowa L 5 a SIS I PR SR
any creature of the field which the Lord God g;‘j‘ ‘\:‘)éj\ L) saa e Jia) Al cails 51
had made. And he said to the woman, “Is 1t )

true that God has said, ‘You shall not eat of | 2 J& \A;\» o\ )Aﬂ Sllas MJY\ a_a )5\ \.@J.u:

any tree of the garden?”
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2And the woman said to the serpent, “We b‘}ﬂ‘ J\ﬂﬂz ((?44;]\ )A-w LJS Cra ASU N
may freely eat the fruit of the trees of the

garden, JA.\ La\j?, cdSh 4\4;]\ JM )u UA» m;ﬂ
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3But of the fruit of the tree which 1s in the _ee .
middle of the garden, God has indeed said, SISE Y -4 dus Gall g ot Lfj\ ;s;;j\

‘You shall not eat of it, neither shall you

touch 1it, lest you die.”” a4 «\_,}u )_ﬂ AL yj
4And the serpent said to the woman, “In »

dying, you shall not surely die! A d_\5 & j.u u]» a\ )Aﬂ
5For God knows that in the day you eat of

1t, then your eyes shall be opened, and you
shall be like God, deciding good and evil.”




6And when the woman saw that the o SRRy Aow. o Gy GF AT, S0 %
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took of its fruit and ate. She also S S T R S P
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7And the eyes of both of them were ohloe bl e 5 Lede 7.

opened, and they knew that they 5 a Gk Biiag o 31550 LLLAS

were naked; and they sewed fig.
leaves together and made coverings
for themselves.

8And they heard the sound of the Ole ¢4 fasts o Wil ¥,
Lord God walking in the garden in 3:9le £24:23 sl & T
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trees of the garden.
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9And the Lord God called to Adam
and said to him, “Where are you?”

10And he said, “I heard You

walking in the garden, and I was
afraid because I am naked, and so I

hid myself.”

11And He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of
the tree which I commanded you
that you should not eat?”

12And the man said, “The woman
whom You gave to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I ate.”

13And the Lord God said to the

woman, “What 1s this you have
done?” And the woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
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14And the Lord God said to the
serpent, “Because you have done
this you are cursed above all Y R P Y
livestock, and above every animal of e (a5 alall aed Ghe Cuil 4 gall
the field. You shall go upon your e o o

belly, and you shall eat dust all the By ot clilay e 3 }J\ BT
days of your life. - ) P
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17And to Adam He said, “Because
you have hearkened to the voice of
your wife and have eaten of the
tree—of which I commanded you,
saying, ‘You shall not eat of 1tI'—the
oground 1s cursed for your sake. In
sorrow shall you eat of it all the
days of your life.

18It shall also bring forth thorns

and thistles to you, and thus you
shall eat the herbs of the field;

19In the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread until you return to
the ground, for out of 1t you were
taken; for dust you are, and to dust
you shall return.”
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20And Adam called his wife’s P
name Eve because she was LY «élsan 4l Dl aul a3l le 3520

the mother of all the living. a3y cd}!\ 5] a2 oA dS é"
21And for Adam and his wife L -
the Lord God made coats of Legiall 5 als e dlaasl 4l Al g
skins and clothed them.
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23Therefore, the Lord God
sent him out from the garden S
of Eden to till the ground from | 3ki24 \ghe i 1 [N Jasdd
which he had been taken. )

24And He drove out the man,
and He placed cherubim at i)yl L_,js_m (i uJ.@J 5 cans )gj\
the east of the garden of Eden, 5 /
and a flaming sword which Lall 358l 5 )k
turned every way to guard the

way to the tree of life.
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Sermon by Lector Anette Weber Kreuzkirche, Bremerhaven

22 February 2026 Genesis 3:1-24

Dear congregation,
1. In the Garden of Eden, God said to Eve:

“I will greatly increase your pains 1n childbearing; in

pain you will give birth to children.” (Genesis 3:16a—b)
And to Adam God said:

“All your life you will toil to eat from the ground. It will
produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the
plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will

eat your bread until you return to the ground.”

(Genesis 3:17d—19a)
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2

That was what life looked like

3,000 or even 1,000 years ago -
and 1n many parts of the world
1t 1s still similar today.

We live 1n a different, modern,
and comfortable world with
smartphones and airplanes.

But doesn’t our life also
repeatedly consist of great
effort, exer-tion, sweat, and
tears?

Do we not also suffer from
problems and stress?

Why is that?

2

1000 J3 S 5l 3000 J sball il 13<a
dglin Al ) L Q| e jal e S S A
sl Y

ae szmas Cada alida alle 8 Glaed 0
iUl g ASAN il gl

Gl )55 10 ke L il
T saall g §all 5 aadill

£ i sill g Al (e Liagl cad las Vi

€1aa 1Ll




3. 3
Why 1s life in this world not simply — . .
light and carefree? P8l g Al allal) a8 Blad) Cand 3L
Why do we no longer live in Siall L3 Lhams 3as o 3L
paradise? s O

Our biblical text gives an answer to ALY o3 e Ll ga puiall QUSH ai W o35y
these questions: )
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(Genesis 3:1-6
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than any of the wild animals that PN

the LORD had made. He said to the

woman (Eve): “Did God really say | i s 36 Y L) 1 J Gy (o) 5n) 31yl cilia
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4. 4

But God did say “You must not , |
: . aaall L a 41l 3 | RPN SN | IR
eat fruit from the tree that 1s ' 5D S Bl (he B patll oS

in the middle of the garden, JE Lide A Lga s

and you must not even touch . :
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1t, or you will die.

The serpent said to the 31yl dal) callias

woman: “You certainly will not
die. For God knows that when

you eat from 1t your eyes will (oSue | idtin Lgie () olSU a4l alay Lild

be opened,.and you will be. hjie €l s 3l oy sh et edbd S o) 535S
God, knowing good and evil.
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D.

When the woman saw that the
tree was good for food and

pleasing to the eye, and also
deswable for gaining wisdom,
she took some of its fruit and
ate 1t. Then she gave some to
her husband, who was with her,
and he ate 1t.

This 1s the Fall of Adam and
Eve - and 1t 1s also our story.

Do we recognize this?

In our lives, we do not really
count on God and simply do
what we like.
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We distrust His good words and ; ;

allow ourselves to be tempted by A Ll & i g mdlall 4305 313 Y (s

negative influences. FUNER: )
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Then the man and his wife 8 13 S
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7.

Do we sometimes hide from
God as well?

Let me give examples from
our own time:

Someone prays regularly to
God and asks for His help, for
ex-ample with problems at
work. But he has behaved
very badly toward someone 1n
his family. It troubles him
deeply. Yet he does not speak
to God about it.
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8.

Someone asks his Christian
friend: “Don’t you want to come
to church again sometime?”

He replies: “I don’t have time. 1
always have to work.”

“And how do you live out your
faith then?” his friend asks.

A woman says: “My mind 1s so
full of stress. I constantly won-
der how my relatives are doing

in my home country. There 1s no

space 1n my head for God.”

And I think: “Can God not help
you 1n your stress?”’
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9. 9
Why 1s our life so full of toil and

Our biblical text says:

Because we distrust God, because

we do not trust Him with Jadi o (it g a4y (pai ¥ g cdily 55 Y LY
anything, because we prefer to do - o

our own thing and often settle into U 368 g Lilaay Jaditi Le Llle 5 ¢ad oy yi L
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Yet God does not leave us alone
even 1n this.
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10.

Genesis 3:9

But the LORD called to the man: “Where are you?”
(Gen. 3:9)

God asks us as well. He does not reproach us.

God asks:

“Where are you in your life, in your heart, in your world?
Where are you in your relationship with me?”

God asks:

“Where are you with your worries, with your guilt, with your

wounds?
Why are you hiding from me?”’

God does not ask these questions in order to condemn us, but

to renew the relationship between us and Him.
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11.

His message 1is:

I can help you.

I can grant you forgiveness.

I can be with you through my healing power.
And God does this even today:

The husband of a good friend turns eighty. On the
way to his birthday celebration I think: “This will
be another birthday where God 1s not mentioned,
where everyone just wants - and feels obliged - to
be cheerful. A celebration without grateful
reflection on the past and without looking ahead in

trust in God.”
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12.

I am speaking about people from the center of our
society, who have long lived in prosperity and

freedom.

Before the meal, the birthday celebrant comes to

me and says:

“Anette, would you please say a prayer for my
birthday?”

I gladly fulfill his wish and pray.
After the meal he comes to me again.

“Thank you for the beautiful prayer”, he says, and I
see tears of emotion in his eyes. I have never

experienced my friend’s husband like this before.
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13.

As I meet many old friends again during the \ aal) 8 M\j\ J_,J,,j\_, Lss_d\ g_uS el

evening, I keep hearing: “Oh, how beautiful ‘d d\-‘;; JLBMM\ c;:‘t;—’-‘%' “\-\MBL%\ i

your prayer was.” Many embrace me. dxd) ) aglay el culk - I

“That was a wonderful beginning to this 80th
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As I drive home from the celebration, I think: d )_mj\ uj\ = vile @ m | 1_,\

“What a wonder-ful, harmonious evening! The Al ‘\-’U\J Avsal ¢ \-SJ W& \3-&\2”
. Ty ‘umumjg\ < 12 5l
atmosphere was so different, so full of love Cya | (& s g 7 sl glds ) my‘j

and gratitude.” And I think: “Jesus, you did ""Jj ‘JS-“‘ MAS—M 1A Jaa

this! Thank you!”




14.

God helps us and 1s with us through His healing

power.
Shortly before a church service, a woman tells me:

“A relative my age has been arrested in my home
country. [ have no 1dea what 1s happening to her. I
am completely devas-tated! When I heard about
her arrest this morning, I thought: There 1s no
God!”

After the service she says:

“This morning I thought there is no God. But then
I came 1nto this service and heard this song - just as

if 1t were written for me:
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15.

‘Come, come to me,

Come, you are so weary - rest with me.
Come, come to me.

Whatever burdens and weighs you down, lay it

down with me.””

The woman says: “It was as 1f Jesus Himself
was speaking directly to me through that song.
Now I feel better again, and I am praying to

Jesus for my relative. He 1s always with me.”

God helps us and 1s with us through His

healing power.
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16.

A relative of ours died at the age of seventy-eight,

shortly after the death of her life partner, our

cousin.

After the funeral service, a smaller group of us
goes to the grave. We are very sad. The sky 1s

covered with clouds.

When the pastor says “Jesus Christ will raise her
up”, the clouds open, the sun breaks through and
shines on our small group of mourners. A wind

rises and blows gently through us.

I think: “Jesus 1s here, and the Holy Spirit is

blowing.”
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17.

When I later tell a woman from the funeral group

about what I perceived at the grave, she says: “Yes,

I noticed that too. It was like a loving embrace.”

God helps us, 1s with us through His healing

power, and for-gives us.
Genesis 3:23a, 24b—c

So the LORD sent Adam and Eve out of the
Garden of Eden.

East of the garden God placed the cherubim and a
flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the

way to the tree of life.

(Gen. 3:23a, 24b—)
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18.
An elderly pastor tells this story:

“When I was a student in Tiibingen, one Christmas
Eve at midnight we did not see the usual nativity
play of Jesus’ birth in the stable, but rather a

pantomime about Adam and Eve and the Fall.

Human beings break with God and lose the home

of their origin - paradise.

At the end, the cherub, the angel with the flaming
sword in his hand, steps before Adam and Eve and

drives them out of the garden of life.”
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19.
The pastor continues:

“After the old play about the expulsion from paradise,

there was a long silence in the nighttime church.

Then the lights on the Christmas trees on both sides of
the altar were lit, and together in great joy we sang the

Verse:
“Today he opens once again

the door to lovely paradise;

the cherub stands there guard no more -
to God be praise and honor.””

That was the report of the elderly pastor.
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20.
Jesus opens the door to paradise again.

The door to God stands open once more.

Through Jesus we are no longer separated

from God.
Jesus restores our relationship with God.

It 1s true that burdens and problems still

belong to our lives,

but through Jesus healing power flows into

our lives at the same time.
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21, 21

God asks: “Where are you?”
Here I am, Lord! "¢l Uﬁ‘" " 44 d\.uu

I do not want to hide.

I trust in you. @A\ ATy L Ul

Thank you for sending Jesus, your Son,
o us. Sl gl Ul
I want to live with Him. A

Amen!
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