Sermon for 19 November 2023
(Memorial Day)

Dear congregation!

1. This Sunday has been
commemorating the dead of war In
Germany for over 100 years. Over the
course of time, there have been
different names for this day. During

the Nazi era, 1t was called ""Heroes'
Memorial Day"'. However, the
soldiers who invaded the Soviet Union
In 1941 and killed hundreds of
thousands of civilians in Ukraine, for
example, may have fought heroically.
But they were not heroes to be proud
of, as they served a criminal regime.
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2. When | think of soldiers In dgiall A& S8 Lanic ‘N"“
Ukraine today who are O O yam Cadd) L) S ua

defending their homeland Jadll é‘l"“‘ ‘*m e@J-‘U

with their lives, | can rather " N
use the word "heroes™. Jesus Jshy .""dul"" AalS aladiu

says in John 15:13: ""No one U“""" 113 :15 Ua g A g
loves more than one who lays | &< O 1 (e alis) Ca Y

down his life for his friends.” | Le 1_£iS 5 " Adlal JA\J Aol A
This sentence is often written el u-““ M.gl\ 5 A ¢

on monuments to fallen o) shlu cudl) 3 giall 44 s

soldiers, even where they Lala agliliny | sand Lanic
have served a criminal o La) s

regime with their lives.




3. But when people give their
lives for their homeland in a just
defensive war like the one In
Ukraine, | find that heroic. But |
also understand Ukrainians who
don't do that and serve their
country and their families Iin

other ways. Most wars are
neither "‘criminal wars of
aggression'" as with the Nazis nor
"Just wars of defense' as In
Ukraine, but something in
between. In such wars, it is good
to be careful with the word
"heroes".
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4. Because in war, heroism | osS8 La Ll (o jal) A4Sy, 4
and crime often go hand in Cra Ot 58 A jal) g Al gl
hand. That Is why today’s a5 el ‘36-‘3 Lol ‘-46*4’“

Sunday In Germany has
been given a different name m.m uﬁ a sl aY) a5 dpands

in recent decades: ""Peace 5 pAY) 3 giall uﬁ —alila e—wb

Sunday"'. For Christians, e 1A g " adld) aal
this is an honorable name, [ £% 3) (Ol die (8 i
as God iIs also called the Z\*JJ) M adad) A) Lay) 40

"God of peace' (Romans (oAl (oS5 Léad (33 :15

15:33). Where there Is war, S
people long for peace. pked) uau\ |




5. There is hardly anything worse | <_all x| gl ¢ o8 2 g1 A Y5
than war and the fear of bombs 2o ad) & gall g JALRY ha i gA) g
and quick death. Peace therefore f | Suc  uda Uik adlall ()8 U1l g

has something beneficial about it. A 7
Warring parties usually wish for sl Ay jladial) il kYY) 3

a "'victorious peace", that they 2 9 Al () gyl (52 ¢! a3kl
win and then peace prevails. It Cr ()9S § e).u ALia ujsw St

would be good if that were sl Lubsy uﬂ A3 eady O )
possible in Ukraine. But peace Is Adad S| 0554 Lo LS adladll
often more complicated. A peace da u-“ sl o o Sl g

agreement means a compromise
between the warring parties. g A lada ubh'i\ O g

Both sides have to pay a painful Lalige Liad lady f i) e
price in order to achieve peace. poed) Gadanil




6. What Is bad Is a peace that
means submission to a
dictatorial, criminal power. Then
It IS perhaps better to take up
arms and confront the aggressor.
Sometimes the issue of "'war and
peace' and Its evaluation Is very
complicated, as in Israel and
Palestine. People around the
world are arguing about what is
legitimate and what Is
problematic in the Israeli army’s
actions against the Hamas
terrorists in the Palestinian Gaza
Strip.
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7. '"Heroes' Memorial Day", MaSkad) aalr 1 g SA eyn 7
"Peace Sunday"'. The word Ll anJsm ?3‘" PIRLS adi]

"Volkstrauertag'' I1s most
commonly used for this Sunday il @A Yl a5 () 8 Ml

in Germany. The focus here is Al Fra e Gl Lin Jﬁsﬁ-“
not on the meaning of war or the | s Gl As b cadlad) Lo

goal of peace, but on mourning ) o118 M) il e 0KY

the many people who were killed . L
and injured in body and soul in "'Uﬂ ) CJJ‘MJ m‘ UAJAJ;
a war. Today, however, It Is not u-ﬁ UJM OS] ceyﬁ

only locals in Germany who Llauda ¢y gudly oyl ?A Ja8d Luilall
mourn the war dead; the last S @ Al Gils o all

war on German soil was almost Cra s La e ALatY) Ll Y
80 years ago. Lle 80




8. Today, people from different § ‘pa (i) Lilall o 2 ol (s 8
nations live in Germany, d.dj‘ M\;J AN d‘f“

especially those who have fled
from war, terror and violence. L Y9 uadl e ) g

That Is why we speak of an $F Qadl Gl ‘36-‘3 Jinl) g
"International day of Nﬁ'“ JSAT g sAl g0 ag"
mourning''. Today we think of <l Mg duttaly uJJ;J\ Lilas

the victims of current wars, .
terror, tyranny and persecution ‘L@L‘"‘NU UMU

today: in Ukraine, in UM/JMU“‘ 29 “-“USJ‘
Israel/Palestine, in LAJ cL\J}u uﬁj cuu.uul.u\ uﬁj
Afghanistan, In Syria, In La i, M
African countries and In other oSl "U ﬁy‘ Sl
places. 5 A




9. Day of mourning means: | weep
for the victims of war, terror and
violence, just as | weep for
someone in my family who has
died. | don't ask about heroism or
guilt, but am simply sad. As a
Christian, | think of a wonderful
sentence from the Bible about

| will comfort you as a

God: "
mother comforts her child."
(Isalah 66:13ab) Yes, that is what
we are looking for today: that God
takes us Iin His arms in our pain
and holds and strengthens us as
our good father, our dear mother.
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10. "International Day of
Mourning"'. Perhaps this is also a
day of lamentation for us. A day of
lamentation towards God, who
holds all world events in his hands.

In Jeremiah’s Lamentations it says:

"Cry aloud to the Lord, O wall of
the daughter of Zion ... Arise,

lament in the night, even at the
beginning of the night watch! Pour
out your heart like water in the

presence of the Lord! ... Now look,
Lord, and see: To whom else have
you done such harm?"'
(Lamentations of Jeremiah 2,
18a.19ab.20a)
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11. It is good to address our Cra ) S da ¢ ) Lad) e 11

complaints about war, violence o
and terror to the One who has Ga A S Y ‘—‘-"JU =l

everything in His hands and can JS sy U‘ @‘L‘“*‘“$ f'u“' JS o
turn everything around. Those &) u.\\ ) gSiE) ) el J‘ f«u.u

who have complained to God will ‘LSJA‘ > 4 UU‘-‘ O Lyl agiSas

perhaps say again, as it says in
Lamentations 3: ""Yes, God's Y" 3 U-“J‘ u‘b" uﬁ ”‘4 Las

goodness does not cease. His Jhm ui 4.(; dg A N A.AA\ JA

mercy has no end.... It is good to (@A ujs,w gﬁj ul.uu\}\

exercise patience and wait quietly . s
for the Lord's help. ... His Glid a2 ) o3l 8l Mm “JM

goodness Is unfathomably great." :3 L) g-*U-A) ".é-e@b.a 9}5
(Lamentations Jeremiah 3, (22.26.32
22.26.32b)




12. For us Christians, (Cmasaall cad W Al (12
something else 1s added when Ladic 1)) g8 caly JAT ¢ ok Ui

we think of war and vt o o
destruction, suffering and Slilaall 9 J"‘ﬁU “Jﬂ‘ 2 A

death. We belong to Jesus. We £ 9 (o) (Al (a & gall g
do not derive our self-worth o A0)AY Uiad ddiad Y (e

primarily from what we do and J Jeliaii ¥ g cadzdi Laa J oY) altall

our value 1s not diminished . 2
QA b Ladic Liiand
when we suffer. We have our e -

dignity from Jesus, who loves L cﬁm Lo Cra Lial S

us and laid down His life for us || .AiBaals Ulaj e adla X
as His friends. This dignity that | ¢ruaswaS Lhal LAl dal St 032
we have as Christians means ) I L
for us: CF




13. We become more inwardly AT Lee LA ADEL S| sl 13
Independent of what we experience. § .. e Sy lija £ 35 (o qaay S (S, )3
"Those who weep do not have to let | sy, B A U (819 D e Ui oy 20 1Y)
themselves be overwhelmed by i Of aodaiony allal) 138 pLud dllay g .4
grief ... If you buy something, you " i

don't have to want to hold on to it. waﬁ wﬁb quS-u N *15 RE Enddl

And he who possesses the things of &l Y a8 &g cpllp (b o Y *15
this world will do well without

them." (1Co 7:30ac.31a) With Adslailig ¥ agils allad 134 ¢ slaai ¢l

L 30 <7 Gusiies 1).055 allad) 13a Ak GY
(31

Jesus, we can adapt to different
situations in life: "'l have learned to § .. .. . ... ... =

cope in every situation. ... | will be Ul Ly LiSa (8] ) sl 2 (B cf s s
able to cope with anything through A
the one who makes me strong, Jali & Ul Uf—\s z;m-ﬂ u\ i £

Jesus.” (Philippians 4:11b.13) ibd) L3 1) pmial) B g 08 L
(13 <11 :4




14. The result: ""We are ds u& ums:& " M\ 14

under pressure from all uﬂw J_,;-, us-‘ ‘;u.,u

sides, but we are not uﬁ e
crushed. ... We are thrown to U‘*‘“ x* i ppaia

the ground, but we do not u*SJﬂA J*" uﬁ ‘uA-\e-hm
perish." (2 Corinthians " oS i S (Caa g daa

4:8ab.9cd) "Therefore we do (8,9 : 4 (s S 2)

not lose heart. Even when
our outward strength is OSOly & Sk ¥l

being sapped. we receive newl] S ¢ i) CJN‘ me\
strength from within day by [ (i S 2) AR TLRRY 44;3;
day." (2 Corinthians 4:16) (16 :4




15. Jesus gives us this X 83“4 Latia |15
strength even In times of eild of L’A i B gl

war, destruction and
need. Through Jesus, we -‘*“WU J‘Aﬁb oyl

fragile human beings (A (E g JDA (10

are inseparably Oshi ya slinal) jdull
connected to the \ 543\ AL m 3 u,u B

unbreakable God. With N &J-W 6"‘ <y
Jesus, Nno one can s i ]
destroy us, we will e @‘E‘" e
remain forever. AN A




16. Heroes In a just war. The search
for a just and realistic peace.
Mourning the victims of war and
terror at home and around the
world. Lamentation over what
people have to suffer and questions
to the almighty God. New trust In
the one who has everything in His
hands and sets a limit to all
suffering. Dignity that we receive
from Jesus. With Him, we can
master all situations in life and
experience his strength even in
suffering. With Jesus we are
Indestructible.

Amen!
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