Sermon for 19 March 2023
about faith

Dear congregation!

1. We are a large community here
In the Kreuz Kkirche today. Besides
many people of German origin,
there are also those with German-
Russian and German-Japanese
backgrounds. Many come from
Iran and Afghanistan and other
countries. The difference between
us Is that some come from secure
backgrounds, others have had to
experience a lot of insecurity In
their lives.
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2. What unites us is our faith. WA e dignad A3l Ladnd) 2
The faith out of which we had diari Ay | ) La dS dlay) o Gland
our children baptized. The faith § 4; e 4s Jlagl 318 (§ g (ladlai b
that we profess again with Luarty, b lfadaseand Jud () gis

Baptism Plus' as baptized Olat) A€ 4 %m Mdaa (Sl

people. Christian faith is RS /
certainly lived differently G gliia La (g Lalesa s

among us, and one person Baes 1) dhal (2 9 2804 (S35
experiences faith primarily in = | 4 G20 3 3504 4 (Ao s
this way and another in a o Do) Gl sl Cglaia (glo gank
different way. So today | would | <uaua gdalg dladl 2 )54 )3 ab)ga

like to tell you about the one NS e dualanr dy) ) Llads alS
faith that unites us and is lived A ‘;4;5 i) £ g
In great diversity.




3. Faith is strength for (S ) g Ol 3
everyday life. ""God has not coolada ) Sl b a9y

given us the spirit of fear, but dua oy La Ao A4S (ol 2
of power, love and A

prudence.” (2 Timothy 1:7) “'f“ pllas Jo= S o i"uﬁ
This baptismal verse is as S Gl (127 pusibisas o %)
powerful and energetic as [ o9 «5 oS Ll o jIA) 4y dpaac
little Nikita, in German the  Jf aial ;a8 il Cusllyy  Alall
"Invincible'. We are not
Invincible on our own. We
are always dependent on
receiving strength from
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4. We need strength when RS 9 Al A4S (Sla) 4
we are tired and weary. A1l S Al Ag s
We need strength when L i) ) AS Hla
we suffer from stressora | A4S an oo g S sale
cold that just won't go e S8 A gy Al G O

away. We also need AS Ala) Gl oyl
strength when we lack aficad 03 yuid) o cslad
courage and are ’ N '
depressed. And strength,

as many of us experience, i Y -
comes from above. A 2 WL D) S e Ayl
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5. We have so much to do with
family and professional duties
that we can't really manage it -
but God gives us the spirit of
strength and we rise above
ourselves. Or we are weakened by
our situation as refugees - on a

long flight with many obstacles,
here in Germany with endless
waiting or with the stress of
having to perform in this
educational and professional
system. But Jesus stands beside
us and gives us strength - so It
always goes a little further.
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6. Faith is: love, light,
forgiveness. ""Nothing in all the
world can ever separate us from
the love of God given to us In
Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans
8:39bc) This is Margoleh's
"Baptism Plus" slogan. The
circumstances in which we live

can be more life-friendly or -
more life-unfriendly. But even
more important is whether we
feel loved. A poor person who Is
loved has a higher quality of life
than a person in prosperity who
IS unloved.
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7. Even the deepest human love [ 8 el G (5 G (a7
is subject to the transience of Gl Cm) (AA ) Ga g 1) &l
life. It is something else, 1o La 1A ¢ s AS adily 8
therefore, when we know and (A oebea) Ciaad g 3 3 i ga
feel ourselves loved by Jesus, by AS Sl 5 500 Jua caniS
God. Whoever feels the love of La ! 3 o ‘ .
L - el 363 3 2 ) s (Gae
Jesus In his or her heart Is a . .
g c«_wa\ sl by ASLa ¢ QIS T

gueen or king, no matter how
difficult the circumstances of Ol e cé“J J‘“bﬂ AS oo

life may be. A person cannot - U‘*‘“‘. Sl ) guid s Gy gua
experience anything higher than | 1,13 @de Gl ) YL 5 Ja ) 4
this love of God in Jesus. Thisis § 31 5 6688 (n) . AS 4y 2l s )2

stronger than anything else in Sl Gl 0 6500 T A
the world. |




8. Jesus says: "'l am the light of O U5 O 108 4 s 8
the world. Whoever follows me QIS o g om () AS Alus Al

will no longer wander in g i) gAT (yha & e Sl o K0
darkness. Rather, he will have the «euEl Aa ) gd 1) cla ) ¢d A

light of life.”* (John 8:12) " s .-y s . .

Mahnaz's baptismal motto tells - Jh@'f f*w w:ﬁés‘lz,mﬁ)
us: in faith we do not wander °‘J,'fsi"€? ol b i 8 o W
around disoriented, we do not get | -8 &S (S u"‘J“ DA (p g o
lost in the darknesses of life. Faith | o .83 (08 U8 Jgi Ja 1, La Clal
places us In the light. Jesus Is the JJSU-AUMJJ |y La dS Cos) gy 88
light that illuminates us. His light | s gal& g7 g9 la S lady of 4
gives us warmth, clarity and joy. La u-s“J oo Jagh pdi u‘“ LAGA

Even In difficult life situations, we i | ‘ |
stand in this light and find the 109 el (o0 05 G

way to go. 902 Pl S (54 4S S (4




9. "Forgive Us our trespasses as we [ 45 Jskiled (oidan ) L O‘-Mfg».ﬁ
forgive those who trespass against () amida o4 )y 3 A Hlawll La
us." (Matthew 6:12) This is the Al g ety Alaa () (6:12

"Baptism Plus™ saying of Sajjad LS8 % i wle sl eledy 3
from the ""Our Father™. Living " “’: 2 u«4 .JDL.‘; C::‘
with one's own guilt or constantly PIISA I = 25 58 O

accusing others of guilt i1s not a ibeal G Jal GA{EN ‘O‘JSH..f
nleasant state. Feeling guilty cadgd ) A 9 1A )y a oS
nefore God and being afraid of A K 3 ) a3 84S | glailar
nell, as people from strict Islamic SUiLEa g (Al e paDld i

cultures know It, iIs terrible. N as o G e
Forgiveness, as Jesus promisesittofj © (S 48 pshailad (uddy

us and as He exemplifies it to us, T uf“J' L LSU.é S U Ta L 4 ‘.J
frees us from all this and lets us A 9 S el o dad ) Le s

breathe a sigh of relief. AR Aal ) (edl A3 a0l La




10. Faith is: I pray, and | am
helped. Jesus says: "If you ask
anything in my name, | will grant
your request."" (John 14:13ab)
Heyder's ""Baptism Plus'" saying
speaks to what for many of us Is
the most important thing about
faith: we pray. Prayer Is
something rather hidden and
most pray in silence and alone
without others noticing. And yet,
even If we feel powerless and
Impotent when we pray, there Is
great strength and power In
prayer.
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11. Only In prayer do we have
access to the omnipotence of God.
A prayer in the name of Jesus Is
Immediately forwarded upwards
and heard by the one who loves us
and wants to help us. This is how
many of us have experienced it in
small and great hardships. Prayers
have consequences, through them
things have turned around that we
thought were lost. Even many
small problems have been solved
so quickly. Thus, with prayer, we
experience small and large
miracles again and again.
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12. Faith is: standing by others
and helping them. ""Help one
another to bear the burdens. In
this way you fulfil the law
which Christ gave.” (Galatians
6:2) This is Vali's ""Baptism
Plus" saying. Faith has

consequences for our actions.
People should not carry their
burdens on their shoulders
alone. We can stand by each
other and help and share

burdens. This 1s one of the basic

values of the Christian faith.
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13. Faith is hope: it will be all S ) A G ed ) Lal Glad) (13
right. ""All things are possible 3 gk ilayl AS uus Sl A
to him who believes.” (Mark 4l (23 :9 UAJA) " ol (e

9:23) Is Jonathan's baptismal Ooil deand 4] gl UL vt
motto and Anton's baptismal DA o) g8 sl 028 g () Jald

motto includes the promise: Ll 1 | L
""You, God, set my feet on wide e S e

ground.” (Psalm 31:0b). The || ¥ °='-- 9 :31 Jsade) "0l iuss

future lies open before us. In {u’ cf“f“ J‘ﬁ-“*“‘j‘* L §3J
worries and fears, we imagine RS L Sl ) el (b
the future dark or grey. Faith iy b Gla) aalS o4 g
looks to the future with hopeful GhiAS 5 a8 o okl Ay il

eyes and promotes an R RIS A 4 adliy GhgA
optimistic attitude to life. S




14. For God is also here tomorrow
and will also be with us tomorrow,
just as he is with us today and was
with us yesterday. Tomorrow, new
challenges will come our way. But
tomorrow He is also there who will
give us the energy to find solutions
to tomorrow's problems. Faith tells
us: with God there Is always hope
and everything will be alright in
the end. Faith allows us to look at
things in life from above. There we
see a wide space and there Is the
one who tells us: I am there for
you, today and tomorrow.
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15. Faith connects us. But faith
also has a personal touch. So, faith
IS strength for everyday life. So,
faith is love, light and forgiveness.
This is faith: | pray, and | am
helped. This is faith: standing by
others and helping them. Faith is
hope 1t will be alright. Christian
faith i1s diverse and strong. With
this faith we can continue our
journey: loved, with strength and
In the light, full of hope and with
forgiveness, In prayer and ready to
stand by others too.

Amen!
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