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1. The tax collectors and sinners
were all gathering around to hear
Jesus.

2. But the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law were
whispering among themselves.
They said, ‘This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them.’

3. Then Jesus told them a story.

4. He said, ‘Suppose one of you has
100 sheep and loses one of them.
Won’t he leave the 99 in the open
country? Won’t he go and look for
the one lost sheep until he finds it?
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5. When he finds it, he will
joyfully put it on his shoulders

6. and go home. Then he will call
his friends and neighbours
together. He will say, “Be joyful
with me. | have found my lost
sheep.”

7. | tell you; it will be the same in
heaven. There will be great joy
when one sinner turns away
from sin. Yes, there will be more
joy than for 99 godly people who
do not need to turn away from
their sins.
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Sermon by Lector Anette Weber for 25 June2023 on
Psalm 103,1-6 Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven

Dear congregation,

1. 1 am pleased to preach today on
Psalm 103, this Sunday's Psalm. It
contains my confirmation verse.
This beautiful psalm speaks of a

variety of experiences with God.
Also today we have many
experiences with God, with Jesus.
| would like to tell you about these §
experiences in the individual
verses of the Psalm. Psalm 103
begins with praise to God:
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2. “Praise the Lord my soul! And
all within me praise his holy
name!” (Psalm 103:1) A court
hearing in the asylum
procedure: The interrogation is
hard for the man who has to
prove his Christian conviction
before the court. In the end,
the judge pronounces a positive
verdict. The man can stay in
Germany. All those involved
leave the courtroom. The joy is
immense and the man’'s eyes
shine.
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3. He keeps shouting: "Three
one, three one" and shows
three fingers and one finger
alternately. It takes a while until
| un-derstand what the man
means. He praises the triune
God. He thanks the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit, who
now makes it possible for him to
stay in Germany. He praises the
triune God who has heard his
plea and prayer. Three - One:
Father, Son, Holy Spirit: one
God.
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4. “Praise the Lord my soul!
And all within me praise his
holy name!” (Psalm 103:1) In

the Bible Circle: We talk about §

life in faith. Christians also
experience difficult times,
normal every-day life and

beautiful days. One participant
says: “l can laugh, cry, party.
The main thing is that | stay on
the path with Jesus! | think
that when we stay on the path
with Jesus, we praise God.”
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5. “Praise the Lord, O my soul!
And do not forget the good
things he has done for youl!”
(Psalm 103,2) International meet-
ing café on the church square of
the Kreuzkirche (Bremerha-ven):
The sun is shining, many have
come. In front of the church hall,

people from many different
countries are learning German
and talking together. A teamer

shows a film about
Bremerha-ven's ports on a
tablet. At another table, irregular
verbs are being practiced.
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6. | say to one of the
teamers: “What a beautiful
picture out there: everyone

is getting along well and§

learning on our beautiful
church square. That's also

partly thanks to you. You§

are always so nice to
everyone.” She replies:
“God makes it so that we
all get along so well.” She
points up and smiles.
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7. “Praise the Lord, my soul!
And remember what good
he has done for you!” (Psalm
103:2) Some days many
different groups meet in the
parish hall of the

Kreuzkirche - like today: one §

group is leaving, a large
group is coming; a lot of
things have to
rearranged. A church worker
goes to the photocop-ier in
between.
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8. When she came back,
everything had already been
rear-ranged and she asked:
“Where is my bunch of keys?
It was here.” Feverishly, the
church worker looks for her
bunch of keys. Everyone

helps. But the key ring with
many important keys - also
for the parish hall - remains
missing. One of the searchers

says: “Now we can only

pray.”
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9 The following Sunday, the
bunch of keys reappears in
a completely different
place. As the worker goes to
pick up the keys, someone
with their hands up folds

their hands as if in prayer.§

The worker sees this and
beams. “Praise the Lord, my

soul! And do not forget the§

good things he has done for
you!” (Psalm 103:2)
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10. “The LORD forgives
all your sins.” (Psalm
103:3a) Bible Circle in the
Kreuzkirche: We

about sin and

forgiveness. One of us

says: “We Christians
receive a new life
through Je-sus. Christians
cannot continue to
commit sins.”
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11. Another says: “When
Christians do something bad,
we have to understand that.
Christians also make
mistakes. But we cannot say
that all Christians are bad. We
all make mis-takes and can

learn from them. Only Jesus
does not make mistakes. | am
convinced that with Jesus it is
true, as Psalm 103 says: “The
Lord forgives all your sins.”
(Psalm 103:3a)
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12. “The Lord heals all your
diseases and brings your life out
of the presence of death.”
(Psalm 103, 3b + 4a) People who
have been on the run for several
months have often experi-enced
hardship. You can see that when
they arrive iIn Germa-ny.
Sometimes they are not able to
concentrate on anything and are
quickly exhausted. They are
often sick and don't smile much.
| am very happy when | notice
that something is chang-ing.
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13. For example, one woman
who comes to us has changed a
lot since she started. She does
things now that were not pos-
sible before:

- She smiles, she learns and is no
longer afraid of meeting others.

- She has really blossomed and is
nhow a contented woman with
self-confidence. | am very happy
about that! “The Lord heals all
your diseases, and he brings
your life out of the presence of
death.” (Psalm 103:3b + 4a)
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14. “The Lord adorns you with
a crown of goodness and mer-
cy.” (Psalm 103, 4b, c) A

woman from our congregation §

shares: “lI am currently in a
difficult phase of my life. |
realize that | am not the

master of my life. Not
everything goes according to
my wishes. But my whole life
is in God's hands. | trust in
Him and | know that Jesus has
good plans for my life.
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15. Every day | ask Jesus for
patience and strength to bear
this difficult situation in my
life. | know: Jesus remains
with me. He takes my
troubled soul into his hands

and helps me every day. Why §

am | afraid? With Jesus, | will
make it. My soul encour-ages
me to trust him.” “The Lord
adorns you with a crown - it
is made of goodness and
mercy.” (Psalm 103:4b, c)
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16. “The Lord will provide you
with good things all your life.
So you will feel as young as an
eagle.” (Psalm 103:5) After the
service, a visitor of mature age
said: “lI am really exhilarated
after this service. It was

beautiful again. Now | am very
close to Jesus again. And many
young men are involved in the
service. With Jesus and these

many young men, | also feel

really young again.
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17. “The Lord will provide you
with good things all your life.
So you will feel as young as an
eagle.” (Psalm 103:5) | visit a
99-year-old man in the old
people's home. He tells me
about his time as a soldier in
the Second World War: “When
| was sup-posed to go to war
in the East, | became seriously
ill. As a re-sult, | was spared a
lot. | never took part in the
terrible war against the Soviet
Union.
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18. Later, our unit was
transferred to northern Italy.
Heavy fighting took place

there. When we finally arrived §

there, the fighting was over. At
the end of the war, we were
ordered to Aachen, on the

western border of Germany.

There, heavy fighting took
place between the Germans
and the Americans. When we
arrived in Aachen, the fighting
was already over.
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19. | was taken prisoner of war
by the Americans. | did not fare
badly there. | worked in the
kitchen and always had enough
to eat. Until today, God has
always protected me and | have
also experienced many

beautiful things.” His eyes flash
mischie-vously and the old man
seems young for a moment.
“The Lord will provide you with
good things all your life. So you
will feel as young as an eagle.”
(Psalm 103:5)
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20. “The Lord brings justice. He
brings justice to all who are
oppressed.” (Psalm 103:6) This
is the Bible verse for my con-
firmation. At that time | was
13 years old and had my
confirma-tion. For people who

are baptized as adults, we call
it “baptism plus”. As a
teenager, | often felt unfairly
treated. | hoped in God to
restore justice and that my
sister would not tease me
anymore.
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21. Later | got to know
God's justice in Jesus.
Today | know: Jesus

accepts me as | am. With
him | do not belong to the
op-pressed.

For Jesus
makes me righteous
before God. “The Lord
establishes justice. He
brings justice to all who
are oppressed.” (Psalm

103:6)
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22. Back to the trial at the
beginning: | felt that the man
was treated unjustly during
the trial. But he convinced
the judge that he was a
Christian in body and soul.
Here too, God helped the
oppressed man to justice. On
the cross, Jesus gave him his
rightness. He made him a
human being whom noth-ing
can separate from God's
justice and love.
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