Mouth and ears are opened
to a man who Is deaf and
mute. This Is what the Gospel
tells us about. When Jesus
Christ turns to people, then
they can hear what God has

to say to them, yes, then they §

can tell this to others and
join in the praise of God.

We hear about this in the 7th §

chapter of the Gospel of
Mark.
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31.Soon after this Jesus left the region of
Tyre, and passed through Sidon to the
Sea of Galilee, through the region of
Decapolis [the ten Hellenistic cities].

32.They brought to Him a man who was
deaf and had difficulty speaking, and
they begged Jesus to place His hand on
him.

33.Jesus, taking him aside by himself,
away from the crowd, put His fingers into
the man’ ears, and after spitting, He
touched the man’ tongue [with the
saliva];

34.and looking up to heaven, He sighed
deeply and said to the man,
“Ephphatha,” which [in Aramaic]
means, “Be opened and released!”
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35.And his ears were opened, his
tongue was released, and he
began speaking plainly.

36.Jesus commanded them not
to tell anyone; but the more He
ordered them, the more widely

they continued to proclaim it.

37.They were thoroughly
astounded and completely
overwhelmed, saying, “He has
done everything well! He even
makes the deaf hear and the
mute speak!”
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Sermon for 27 August 2023, 12th Sunday
after Trinitatis 2023, Lector Stoffers, Kreuz-
kirche about Isaiah 29, 17-24

Dear congregation,

1. God created the world. And behold, it was
very good. It did not stay that way. It did not
remain good and certainly not very good. The
people, they did not treat each other well.
There was ill will and violence and anger and
Injustice. The conditions were bad, it was not
a peaceful coexistence and into this time and
Into this world the prophet Isaiah speaks. He
sees the suffering of the people. He hears the
words of God. Because God turns to Isaiah. It
IS pictures that Isaiah draws of these
conversations - threatening pic-tures that
trace reality and depict a future that will
become even darker if the people do not listen
to what God has to say.
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2. Isalah sees what Is going on In
society, and in the people of Israel.
He names all the transgressions of
the people and finds words that
express with great force the evil
that the people themselves are
causing. Isaiah does not want to
draw the evil and then stop in the
contemplation of it. No - he dares
to look where things are going
wrong, where power is exploited
and people are oppressed. He
wants to make clear: If it goes on
like this, the horror will become
much greater.
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3. Isalah acts after he dares to look into
the abyss. He changes the tone, changes
the images he creates. The words produce
ess fear, because God holds out the
prospect of a new future. A future that
does not correspond to the present reality,
put Is exactly the op-posite of it. A future
that precedes one thing so completely
clear and great: hope. Hope for a time
when suffering is less. Hope for a time
when there Is no oppression. Hope for a
ti-me when everything is very good. When
will that time be? It is still a little while
away, so begins the sermon text provided
for today. Let us listen to what the time
will be like then, and let God speak
through Isaiah into our present time, into
our world today.
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4. In a very short time, Lebanon will be
turned into rich farm lands.The rich farm
lands will seem like a forest.At that time
those who can’t hear will hear what is read
from the scroll. Those who are blind will
come out of gloom and darkness.They will
be able to see.Those who aren’t proud will
once again find their joy in the Lord.And
those who are in need will find their joy Iin
the Holy One of Israel. Those who don
show any pity will vanish.Those who make
fun of others will disappear.All those who
look for ways to do what is evil will be cut
off. Without any proof, they claim that a
person Is guilty.In court they try to trap the
one who speaks up for others.By using
dishonest witnesses they keep people who
aren’t guilty from being treated fairly.
(Isaiah 29:17-21)
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5. Long ago the Lord saved Abraham =\ ol 448 \ (:“‘j‘ 4{,\;}\_;;, &\jh{ 5
from trouble. Now he says to Jacob’s e i N,
people: “You will not be ashamed o ) J&’J{u‘ g Wi Gl 8,
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grow pale with fear.You will see your . .
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6. We find both here: A description of
the situation as It Is experienced and
glimpsed and a description of what Is
to come. Both are juxtaposed and
opposed. The time of the fulfill-ment
of the promise is within reach. The
walting time is limited. It Is not
Infinite. But the longing Is infinite.
The longing for peace. Lebanon will
bear fruit. Fruit that gives nou-

rishment and helps economic growth.

Yes, income will be generated and
thereby security will be donated, as
well as independence. Lebanon as a
country that sees a hopeful fu-ture
ahead through self-determination.
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7.What is already fertile land | asle o) jediole W & a0 7
IS to become like a forest. A t\‘”{ 1{, m.\»\f‘)ﬁ»
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8. Those who are deaf hear the
words of the book. What is meant by
""the words of the book"? God
communicates His plans to the
prophet through visions and these
visions are compared to a sealed
book. So nothing else Is meant than
that those who were deaf hear,
percelve and also understand the
words of God. Not only the deaf
experience this com-plete change
from the way they perceive and
experience the world, but also the
blind whose eyes will see out of
darkness and gloom.
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9. 1 wonder what is meantby the  § Ll  lydb 51 yolaie &858 0 o 9
deaf and blind. Are they people ) ;d
who cannot hear or see because of
a limitation, or is this meant Sbas 4 8 ol by 4 b sgnd 4
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10. Isaiah invites me to feel this. Sy a8 o Sged Jub 4 10 Lat! 10
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11. It continues with the 5 Cwd T 508 3 2 STL 1
comparison of what Is and
what will be. The wretched will
have joy in the Lord again, S Sl il (ool gl 4o
that 1s, those who have lost the o313 Cewn 3y oyls) Cd gges S 3
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weary of faith will find It
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returned. The joy in God, the
joy in faith, the joy in lightness § . 535 39 13 il 5 Ko 3 ols
and thus in life it-self.
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12. Fear of the future is a constant  § .l i )31  SKaub o2 ous] 5l oy .12

companion of those who are poor. |5 e i aedles Medas s ee vo i o
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13. In order for the new to begin, the old § 1, 5 (sle- il &8 Gy e ?ar% Sy 13
must give way. The old, which 3 "“'{u‘ ‘}Laﬁsy dedy dyder S e 4
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14. Do | have confidence In the

jurisdiction of the country in which |
live? Do | have the certainty that the
law will protect me and that injustice
done to me will have conse-quences?
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Or is It the opposite and | suffer from j§ 2 Sl .,;&‘y LTl aales 63\,9 Sgd

the fear or worry that | will be
Innocently convicted and that my

right will not be upheld? Trust in the
administration of justice plays a
central role in peaceful coexistence
In society. What happens to us, to
soclety, If this trust Is not given?
How are people who live In countries
and states where this trust is not felt?
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15. God continues to speak and
emphasizes that Jacob - that is, the
people of Israel - no longer has to
stand there ashamed. The shame is put
away and the fright that leads to pa-
leness passes. Shame and fear, all this
can pass away because the action of
God shows itself in its vulnerability,
and that is in the newborn children. It
IS the greatest miracle when new life is
born and children come into the world.
This miracle, created by God, shows
the works of his hands. Or as Martin
Luther once put it: ""When you see a
child, you have caught God in the
act."
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16. Two other groups are

enumerated who willchange§ o . ot e .
their behavior. They are Cp! -1 SRl e D OMOR)
those who err now and then | » la> 2550 & allun 3

come to understanding, and § < 1.8 s . T o 5 4 & s
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17. Where do | see and where do |
hear God? It can help to
consciously focus attention on this
dialogue. The dialogue with God,
because In it the relationship with
God gets at-tention. Yes, this level
of relationship also needs
attention. This does not mean that
God puts distance to us If we
cannot or do not want to cultivate
this relationship for a while. The
connection stands and Is there.
The connection between God and
his creation.
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18. But it Is good for us If we
nurture this connection. This
can be done In prayer. When
we simply close our eyes and
feel. Feel Into our heart, into
our soul and become still.
Becoming still and feeling:
What is there in me? Which
thoughts? What feelings?
What worries? What joy?
Feel this and let it become
conscious, and bring it before
God.
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19. And then listen. Listen to 2, glas adT 4 ams (25 s .19

what God will answer. He will T Ll | X
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20. When we look at the world
around us and see God's
creation In It, the miracle of

life, and how everything is ) ye 4@ bls) £S5 5 S
Interconnected, It changes
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21. It is a wonderful vision that God Ll 4 L &S ) 50 s 3l o .21
gave to Isaiah. The vision of this new )

world, where there are no more
tyrants, no more scoffers, no more s ) 3)ls 2429 Vs & oazS 8 yeas
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22. 1t Is summer. Now, here, when we
read and hear the lines from the prophet
Isaiah. In the middle of the year, we can
look at what wants to be made to sound
In our hearts. No New Year's resolutions
In the cold season, but look now in the
summer: what desires for change do |
have? And do we have as a society? What
does my fertile land look like? And after
that, look and go and create fertile land,
within us. Guided by the hope of peace
with my people around me, because
that's how we actively build the peace of
the world. The hope for a world where
everything is very good. It Is not vain, nor
naive, but the spark that can ignite the
fire that dispels the darkness. Amen!
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