35. The next day John was there again
with two of his disciples.

36 He saw Jesus' walking by. John
sald, ‘Look! The Lamb of God!’

37. The two disciples heard him say
this. So they followed Jesus.

38. Then Jesus turned round and saw
them following. He asked, ‘What do
you want?’ They said, ‘Rabbi, where
are you staying?’ Rabbi means
Teacher.

39. ‘Come’, he replied. “You will see.’
So they went and saw where he was
staying. They spent the rest of the day
with him. It was about four o’clock In
the afternoon. an.’
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40. Andrew was Simon Peter’s brother.
Andrew was one of the two disciples who
heard what John had said. He had also
followed Jesus.

41 The first thing Andrew did was to find
his brother Simon. He told him, ‘We have

found the Messiah.’ Messiah means
Christ.

42. And he brought Simon to Jesus. Jesus
looked at him and said, ¢You are Simon,
son of John. You will be called Cephas.’
Cephas means Peter, or Rock.Jesus chooses
Philip and Nathanael

43. The next day Jesus decided to leave for
Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
‘Follow me.’

44. Philip was from the town of Bethsaida.
So were Andrew and Peter.
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45. Philip found Nathanael and
told him, ‘We have found the one
whom Moses wrote about in the
Law. The prophets also wrote
about him. He Is Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’

46. ‘Nazareth! Can anything good
come from there?’ Nathanael

asked. ‘Come and see,’ said Philip.

47. Jesus saw Nathanael
approaching. Here is what Jesus
said about him. ‘He is a true
Israelite. Nothing about him is
false.’
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48. ‘How do you know me?’
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, ‘I
saw you while you were still under
the fig tree. | saw you there before
Philip called you.’

49. Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you
are the Son of God. You are the king
of Israel.’

50. Jesus said, ¢You believe because |
told you | saw you under the fig tree.
You will see greater things than that.’
51. Then he said to the disciples,
‘What I’m about to tell you is true.
You will see heaven open. You will see
the angels of God going up and
coming down on the Son of M
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Sermon for 9 July 2023 by Lector Helmut
Heiland on John 1:25-51

Dear congregation,

1. Jesus had been baptized the day before by
John the Baptist, and John had recognized
Him as the Son of God. ""The next day the
Baptist sees Jesus coming to him and says,
""Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world!"" (John 1:29) Only now
does our sermon text begin: 35 The next day
John was standing there again, and two of his
disciples. These disciples of John appear as if
from nowhere, nothing more is said about
them, their past is unimportant. The
evangelist brings them only in a context to
Jesus: 36 and when he saw Jesus passing by,
John the Baptist said, Behold, this is the
Lamb of God!
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2. It was clear to every Jew what
this meant. So John points out
Jesus to two of his own disciples,
and that is the position and
nature of Jesus. And this is
enough for the disciples. 37 And
the two disciples heard him
speak and followed Jesus. Then
It continues, 38 But Jesus turned
and saw them following, and
sald to them: What do you seek?
And they said unto him, Rabbi -
which Is translated: Master -,
where will you stay?
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3. Here a question comes into
nlay, namely, how does one
pecome a disciple. The two have
neard John's words about Jesus
and they follow him. So, In this
case, It Is enough for someone to
give a hint. Today, perhaps, It is
necessary to say something
more, to tell about Jesus, about
his essence, about his being: that
He is the Son of God, that Is,
God Himself. Then the person
addressed must decide to follow
Him, as the two men did.
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4. They left John the Baptist and
followed Jesus. But they don't
just do it naively or blindly, they
Inform themselves. Where will
you stay, they ask. In other
translations it says: where are
you staying. That already says a
lot about a person, if you know
where and how he or she lives.
And Jesus does not explain long,
he does not rave to them, but he
Invites them to look around and
stay with him. He offers them
facts, and not ideals. They can
make up their own minds.
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5. 39 He said to them: Come and see!
They came and saw, and abode with
him that day. 40 One of the two who
had heard John and followed Jesus
was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.
41 He first finds his brother Simon ...
Here we come to another point about
how to become a disciple. One does
not necessarily have to be chosen and
approached by Jesus Himself, but it
can also be one of those who already
follow Jesus. This shows our task. We
speak about Jesus in our living
environment, talk about Him, first in
our circle of relatives and
acquaintances.

" g by "ol GUT Ay e 5
Sy Jeu O 9 A=t g addal Gl
JA‘J? cuali)dj cJﬁ 9 C).\' j‘ uf\,) ~dila
SRS BLIBTREY 3 s Gy O graie
el e gl Ay g AiSca lau

3 AL 0l 3 (5 50 4SS A Lad) 2
Lag i il A G A Lo pie (g (34
Crama o) Ly g 3 g QAL s Jau g8
UM ‘\.h_u.nb A 44\\93*4 UJ? ¢S
adalh g () 3 g Bai e e Ly g 500
asd Saijhiaa jale ddae gldd ) L
9 ¢aiSaa Cuaa ¢ S b s o L 0
5 OLLGT g a) o8l ABla ja 4 ad ) Jf
Ol 92



6. And also we do not have to search,
but It happens. It says here: Andrew
finds his brother Simon. He was not
looking for him, and he finds him
anyway. This is a good way of
proceeding. The artist Pablo Picasso Is
sald to have said of himself that he
gave up searching because searching
already determines what one wants to
find, It limits the radius of attention.
We overlook many jewels that lie
along the way because our attention is
focused on a particular goal. Picasso
possibly left it to chance, we leave it to
God what He wants to put in our way
or in front of our feet, what we should
occupy ourselves with.
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7. Our text continues: and Andrew says to
him, We have found the Messiah, which is
translated: the Anointed One. (John 1:41)
When Andrew has found what he was
supposed to find, he doesn't beat around
the bush, but gets right to talking about
Jesus, and specifically what John said
about him on God's behalf: He takes
away the sins of the world. This was a
monstrosity at that time. To claim that
one had seen God - for only God could
take away sins - was considered
blasphemy, and punishable by death.
Nevertheless, Andrew does not speak in
Insinuations, but he names what he has
seen and heard. ""We have found the
Messiah." He gets down to the nitty-
gritty and does so in a way that cannot be
misunderstood.
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8. Today in Germany itis | &LS slall ja039l: 8

som_eti_me§ th_e case that A aj}J A “t o,
Christianity Is reduced to
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9. 43 The next day Jesus wanted to
go to Galilee and finds Philip and
says to him: Follow me! The next
disciple is found again, and this time
Jesus invites him personally. And
now, with the next disciples,
everything repeats itself. Each new
disciple finds another, and as in a
snowball system, one comes to
another: 44 + 45 Now Philip was
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter. 45 Philip finds Nathanael
and says to him, We have found him
of whom Moses in the Law and the
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph,
from Nazareth.
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10 The new man, hearing such o= i Lo 3 5) g o 315 2 18 1()
enormity, is skeptical and asks, fda :du e g 3 gdia a8ty L A
46 What good can come out of |, ' a5 4 5 ail ¢ L
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11. One can be pointed to Jesus by
others, one can be told about Him,
one can be called directly by Jesus,
one can be invited. This also shows
how we as Christians and as a church
can find other disciples. But always
there are two things to keep in mind:
We must speak clearly and
unambiguously about Jesus. We have
to stick to the truth and provide
facts. That means for us today, when
we can no longer lead people to the
Incarnate Jesus: We must lead them
to His word, that is, to the Bible,
where we can see and recognize
Jesus.
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12. If we do not speak clearly about
Jesus, we will not only keep people
away from Christianity and they will
not be able to recognize who Jesus is.
They then also cannot recognize who
they themselves are. 42 And he
brought (his brother Simon) to Jesus.
And when Jesus saw him, he said,
You are Simon the son of John; you
shall be called Cephas, which is
translated: Rock. Jesus sees this
Simon for the first time, and He
already knows him. He not only
Knows his worldly name, son of John,
out he also has a spiritual name for
nim: you shall be called Cephas.
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13. In Jesus, Peter encounters
God. And he encounters
himself. He Is confronted with
the divine image of himself: You
shall be called Cephas because
you are a rock. He iIs not
confronted with his own past
and his own background in life.
His human weaknesses are not
held up to him. No, he Is
confronted with the idea of how
he should be, how God wants
him to be, how he already Is In
God's eyes.
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14. Before Peter has even said  § 4 5 wg—he, 4SSy 3 J—8s 14
anything, Jesus tells him who 9 AS Ay gfia ) A | s (A g5

he 1s and what he should be. . 4 -
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weaknesses, but also the ideas | g) 4 & ¢&sa gl 4 Yla Ailasa |
of all the others about him. il ol gl S A3 glad 385 4

Now he Is told who he 1s In 4 e .
God's eyes. He is presented Ll AS (Jl sl S Ol gis A Al )

with it not as an ideal to strive ~ ¢19=5 4w ASd (S (U (i) -
for, but as something he G2l 3 Gt L) g 4SS (g iy
already is. And as what his task =4S 3 jla A& g ¢ 9380 o) 1S
IS now, which is to be a rock. AL o jAua Alila



15. In the calling of Nathanael, what we
have already seen with Simon Peter is
repeated. 47 Jesus saw Nathanael
coming and says of him, Behold, a right
Israelite, in whom is no falsehood.
Although Jesus does not know
Nathanael at all, and although he is
suspicious, Jesus tells him who he is in
his inner being: but Nathanael remains
critical: 48 Nathanael says to him, How
do you know me? Jesus answered and
said unto him, Before Philip called
thee, when you were under the fig tree,
| saw you. Jesus shows that he knows
him exactly, down to details and little
things, and there the skepticism fades
away, Nathanael is convinced.
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16. There are more examples in the
Bible about this action of Jesus, for
example the calling of Levi in Mark
2,13+14: ""Jesus went out again to the
lake of Galilee. ... And as he passed
by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus
sitting at the toll, and said to him,
'Follow me."" Levi Is a tax collector,
and tax collectors are considered
sinners and therefore socially
shunned. Jesus catches with a
glimpse that being a tax collector is
only the surface of Levi. Jesus' gaze
goes deeper, he makes his way
through all prejudices and meets In
the heart the man as he is, as God
sees him.
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17. This side, the real core, the (2« Jadlly Ay ((pa Ayl Ay 17

essence of man, his hidden talents “a,t . 0o L3
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18. If we hold on to Jesus, even
today we are told or shown by
people who are disciples of Jesus
how God sees us. When | became a
Christian in 1993, | was going
through a mid-life crisis and
thought | was a failure and a
weakling. But during a walk at
lunch during a Bible seminar on
these topics, an ordinary
participant like me, who had known
me for only a few hours, told me,
""You're not weak, you're just
following wrong ideas.” This was
not one of the spiritual leaders. The
scales fell from my eyes.
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19. And during the same seminar,
when we were asked to write
something encouraging to someone, a
participant, whom I also did not know,
slipped me a note with the Bible verse:
""The Lord says: | have always loved
you. You are mine."" That ended my
crisis. Without therapy, without cure,
without pills. I still have the note in my
devotional book today. It always
reminds me that the inner being, the
Identity given by God, is
Indestructible, so that even mistakes
and sins cannot harm it. This identity
from God can always be brought to
light through repentance and one can
always feel accepted and secure.
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20. Even in the Old Testament A gad ad (G 3o QUK j0 Jda: 2()
there are examples of people being 4y 18 AS A gdita 033 a3 e I A
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21. 50 Jesus answered Nathanael, You o Olag) g8 Ml il Ay e 21

believe because | told you that | saw Gl 3 ) )y 9 AS AU Ay ) ) sl
you under the fig tree. You will see Aol 3 R s S A )
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22. And we must try to see them
ourselves with God's eyes and discover
their good sides, their special gifts and
abilities and help them that this more
and more determines their surface, their
behavior and their appearance. Of
course, this can get us into trouble. |
was often reproached by my colleagues
In class conferences when it came to
student performance and behavior:
""You can still find something good in
even the biggest idiot."" But it's worth it.
Not only do the others recognize
themselves better, we also get to know
ourselves better and better in the
process, until perhaps we then see
heaven open to us. May God help us In
this. Amen!
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