Introduction to Jeremiah 1:4-10, 6 August
2023

In the Old Testament, prophets repeatedly call
the people of Israel to turn from wrong ways
and turn back to the God of Israel and keep

His commandments. One of the greatest
prophets is Jeremiah. God calls him in the
year 627 before Christ in the southern
kingdom of Judah. Jeremiah is to call the
people to repentance. If the people do not
repent, Jeremiah is to announce God's
judgment to them. Since the people did not
repent, Jeremiah announced God's judgment
to them. Then, in 586 B.C., God's judgment
took place: Jerusalem was conguered by the

Babylonians, the Jewish temple was destroyed,

and the leadership class was taken into exile In

Babylon.

We hear the account of Jeremiah's calling
from Jeremiah 1.
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4. A message from the LORD came
to me. The LORD said,

5. ‘Before | formed you in your
mother’s body, | chose you. Before
you were born, | set you apart to
serve me. | appointed you to be a
prophet to the nations.’

6. ‘You are my LORD and King,’ |
sald. ¢l don’t know how to speak.
I’m too young.’

/. But the LORD said to me, ‘Do
not say, “I’m too youngd.” You must
go to everyone | send you to. You
must say everything | command
you to say.

a8 (A JOU Cra e Al glad 3%4
uﬁlf}) oy g asy) ) Ay 5
A4Sy j\uﬂ#\gcéim |y o ce.ﬁg
F 105 s S i) 5 aln ba
a2 i lga sl

(0 G4 3\3433\4& s 01y ;eﬁg b\.{aﬁﬁ
) on ) cadld el (A8 diu e SO
ot () 92

uﬂ\g@” cjf\..n»;i\ég | e A glaa La) 7
13 5 AS GuS b 330 150t
10 55 AR g ) A)SA calu s
Rt R A cala 2l



8. Do not be afraid of the people |
send you to. I am with you. | will
save you,’ announces the LORD.
9. Then the LORD reached out
his hand. He touched my mouth
and spoke to me. He said, ¢l have
put my words in your mouth.

10. Today | am appointing you to
speak to nations and kingdomes. |
give you authority to pull them
up by the roots and tear them
down. | give you authority to
destroy them and crush them. |
give you authority to build them
up and plant them.’
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Introduction to Philippians 3:7-11, 8/6/23 <11-3:7 Olanlid dadia
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7. | thought things like that
were really something great.
But now | consider them to be
nothing because of Christ.

8. Even more, | consider
everything to be nothing
compared to knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. To know him is
worth much more than
anything else. Because of him |
have lost everything. But |
consider all of it to be garbage
so | can know Christ better.
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9. I want to be joined to him.
Being right with God does not
come from my obeying the law.
It comes because | believe In
Christ. It comes from God
because of faith.

10 I want to know Christ better.
Yes, | want to know the power
that raised him from the dead. |
want to join him in his
sufferings. | want to become like
him by sharing in his death.

11 Then by God’s grace | will
rise from the dead.
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Sermon for 6 August 2023 on Jeremiah 1:4-
10 + Philippians 3:7-11

Dear congregation!

1. 40 years ago | wrote a paper about the
prophet Jeremiah in the subject ""Old
Testament' during my theology studies
In Berlin. Since then, this prophet has
touched me. God calls him to uproot
and to tear down, to destroy and to
annihilate. (Jeremiah 1:10cd) Jeremiah
announces God's judgment to the
southern kingdom of Judah. For 40
years Jeremiah works, as an announcer
of death and destruction he is bullied,
threatened and mistreated by his fellow
men.
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2. But God i1s on his side. "'Do not
be afraid of men, for I am with
you and will save you"' (Jer
1:8ab), God says to Jeremiah
right at his calling and keeps his
promise. Jeremiah suffers from
his mission and often laments his
suffering to God, even to the

point of cursing himself: ""Cursed
be the day on which I was born!
... Why did | come out of the
womb? To experience agony and
sorrow? To wait in shame for my
end?" (Jeremiah 20:14a,18)
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3. Probably for the first time In
human history, in the book of
Jeremiah we learn so much from
the inner life, from the soul of a
human being. Jeremiah's message
of judgment is painful for him
and for his people. For us it is
healing. It tells us that we human

beings - like the people of Israel
at that time - can only fail in the
face of God's commandments. If
our life depended on fulfilling all
the commandments, our life
would also end in judgment and
death.
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4. 500 years after Jeremiah, God
calls a new prophet for the
nations, Paul. He says about
himself: ""God had already
chosen me in my mother's womb
and called me In his grace. He
had decided to reveal his Son to
me. Among all nations | was to
make him known." (Galatians
1:15abc) Paul is the counter-
prophet to Jeremiah. Jeremiah
proclaims God's wrath judgment
on Israel, Paul God's grace In his
Son Jesus for all nations.
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5. Paul changed his faith, he
was a convert. As a convinced
teacher of the law, he
persecuted the Christians
because the law did not come
first for them. Jesus revealed
himself to him before

Damascus. From then on, Paul
learned through Jesus to
understand and proclaim the
God of Israel anew. Paul
converted from God to God, so
to speak. His life was not easy,
similar to Jeremiah's.
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6. In Philippians he writes: "I A" s e Olaald a6
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7. 1s there also a judgment today,
as Jeremiah proclaimed? On our
vacation by bicycle on the
Danube In southern Bavaria and
northern Austria, It is beautiful,
but very warm for central
Europe. While on vacation, I'm
reading a novel by Dirk
Rossmann, head of the drugstore
chain of the same name: ""The
Ninth Arm of the Octopus". In
his novel, Rossmann tells how the
great powers of the USA, Russia
and China are working together
to combat climate change.
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8. They prescribe to all states of
the world to quickly become CO2
neutral and thus still stop climate
change. In reality, the opposite Is
happening today: the major
powers are investing against each
other in armaments and far too
little In climate protection. It s
still possible to stop the climate
catastrophe, but most people say:
slowly, slowly with the measures
for climate protection, otherwise
we will not keep up. The time to
stop the climate catastrophe is
running out.
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9. When | was a child, more
than 50 years ago, | lived with
my family in Greece for five
years. In the summer of 2023,
Greece is boiling hot and
burning in many places. We
lived In Athens then, and a

Greek climatologist said these
days: the greater Athens
region, called Attica, where
more than four million people
live, will probably collapse
ecologically.
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10. Because the whole forest § 1 <al Jb‘ S JS 05 .10
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11. On television, a
horrible event 80 years
ago Is remembered. At
that time Hamburg was
bombed In one night by
many airplanes, tens of

thousands of Hamburg
people died. An old man
who witnessed this as a
child shows people the
bunker where he found
shelter at that time.
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12. This bombing was called
"Operation Gomorrah™ by the
American and British bomber
pilots. They meant God's
judgment on the sinful people of
Sodom and Gomorrah, which Is
recounted In Genesis 19 at the
beginning of the Bible. ""Then
the Lord rained brimstone and
fire on Sodom and Gomorrah. ...
So, he destroyed those cities, the
whole region, all their
Inhabitants and everything that

grew there." (Genesis 19:24a,25)
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13. The old man then
says something very
remarkable on
television: | hope that
the Creator of the

universe will take the
people who died so
terribly at that time
Into his arms and
comfort them.
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14. Is there also today a judgment Lia ) Adila JA4 5 4908 Jg9ual LI .14
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17. But above all, in this time of 9 ol La cdad ) jdaga lal (17
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18. Paul says: "'l want to ah1sa o 1S o4 ulsy 18
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