Introduction - 31 May 2026

Today is Trinity Sunday. We celebrate
the one God in three persons: the
Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. The
Triune God has also been
represented in Christian art. In a
moment, we will see an image
showing Jesus on the cross, held by
God the Father and strengthened by
the Holy Spirit. After that, we will
hear a conversation between Jesus
and the Jewish scholar Nicodemus.
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It is a mysterious conversation at
night, in which not everything
Jesus says Is immediately easy
to understand. Later in his
sermon, Farzin Eslamdoust will
interpret this Bible passage from

chapter 3 of the Gospel of John.
Before the sermon, we will hear
and see a pantomime about the

Triune God. Through movements,

we will express our faith in God -
the Father, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit.
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John 3:1-13

There was a man of the Pharisees,
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. The same came to Jesus by
night, and said unto him, “Rabbi, we
know that thou art a teacher come
from God: for no man can do these
miracles that thou doest, except

God be with him.” Jesus answered
and said unto him, “Verily, verily, |
say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.”
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Nicodemus saith unto him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he
enter the second time into his mother's
womb, and be born?” Jesus answered,
“Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of

God.” “That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit.” “Marvel not that | said unto
thee, Ye must be born again.” “The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not
tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is every one that is born of the
Spirit.”
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Nicodemus answered and said unto
him, “How can these things be?”
Jesus answered and said unto him,
“Art thou a master of Israel, and
knowest not these things?” “Verily,
verily, | say unto thee, We speak that
we do know, and testify that we have

seen; and ye receive not our witness.”
“If | have told you earthly things, and
ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if
| tell you of heavenly things?” “And no
man hath ascended up to heaven, but
he that came down from heaven, even
the Son of man which is in heaven.”
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Trinity Pantomime - 31 May 2026

1 Here we are: the Triune God
- the Father, Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit. We are united In
mutual love. We love one
another and want to share our

love. We want to create a
world. We want to create
beings to whom we can give
our love and who, In turn, will
love us.
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2 | am the heavenly Father. | begin
to create a vast and wonderful
world, the universe - an endless
world. One solar system receives
my special attention, and within it,
a small planet: Earth. Here | create
seas and continents, plants and
animals, birds and fish. And |
create my own image: humankind.
No creature is as beautiful or as
Intelligent as this one.
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3 Humanity is not great in size,
but it will rule the earth and even
glimpse something of the
universe. Humanity is meant to
be our counterpart. But what is
happening? Humanity turns away

from us. People want to be their
own masters and live without us.
Ah, the image of God becomes
sinful! | drive them out of
paradise.

aSas 4] aaaldl S Gad Gl

O Ll oy o) aodallisin g ()Y
O35S O el e g8 ST )yl
e ile (K1 Uil g LS 58 s
M oS o) g e Y eyl
J3a3 138 5 L g2 (famy Ol 5 4l

S |25.L\A sz;‘ ¢ &) 5 ) gn cu\.uuY\
Aaall e 4l Hh




4 | am the Son, Jesus. My desire is
to go out into the world and be very
close to our image, to humanity -
Indeed, to become human myself.
But since humanity has become
sinful, | must save people from
themselves and bring them back
home to us. In the year zero, it
happens: | become a little human
child. At the age of thirty, | begin
proclaiming the Father’s love to the
people, first in Israel.
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9 As a sign of our love for humanity,
| heal the sick, perform miracles,
and gather a circle of disciples who
follow me. Then things unfold as
they must: other religious leaders
become jealous of me, push me
aside, and want to eliminate me.
Now | can do what | came to do:
take sinners upon my shoulders, die
together with them, overcome sin
and death, and bring sinners back
to us.
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6 | rise again from death and
return to the Father. Now |
remain invisibly with the people
who belong to me every day. |
carry them and support them.
Life outside paradise is still not
easy. But | am with people
every day, and one day | will
give them eternal life.
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/ 1 am the Holy Spirit. Others call
me the Holy Spirit Power. | was
already present at creation, and |
am also the energy of life and the
wisdom of humanity. Above all, | am
the light and strength that Jesus
brings into the hearts of people. |
awaken and strengthen faith. | give
courage and power to follow Jesus,
to share His message, and to love
one’s neighbor. For 2,000 years
now, | have been at work in the
name of Jesus.
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8 Today there are churches in the
north and south, in the east and west.
The kingdom of God is growing!
Christians are wonderfully diverse in
the colorful richness of their many
cultures, and yet they are one in Jesus.
In the end, this temporary world will

no longer exist. Through death and
judgment, Jesus will bring people into
eternal life. In the end, we - the Father,
Jesus, and | - will live together with
humanity forever - and then the truly
wonderful time will only just begin!
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Sermon for 31 May 2026 by
Farzin Eslamdoust
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John 3:1-13

Dear congregation,

1 Today | have chosen my sermon
text from the Gospel of John,
chapter 3, verses 1-13. In these
verses, Jesus teaches us through
a conversation with Nicodemus
how we can be born again and
attain a life in fullness with God.
This is about a new birth that
should take place not in our body,
but in our soul.

Lis 0 Jiai13¢1-13

£UaY) delaall Leiyl/ e Gal ) sia sall L

1

adaal) i laal

L g Jiad) e Sl (el o gl G yia) il
SV o3 6 13-1 Yl (Gl plaay)
GBS (s a1 505 ae 4l JMA (e sy Lialey
Ala sl ) Jeai g aaa e Al g ) LSy
a3 Y B 3aY 5 e Cuaall Lia il
T ol (8 o canad),



2 Understanding these words of
Jesus was difficult not only 2,000
years ago, but is still not easy today.
Today, through our knowledge of
psychology, we know that people
can improve themselves with the

help of regular therapy in order to
change bad character traits and
habits. But Jesus does not simply
want to change us psychologically;
He has something much greater in
mind for us.
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3 But how does such a spiritual
rebirth, of which Jesus speaks,
actually happen? Body and soul
are connected from birth until
death. How, then, can only the
soul be reborn? Nicodemus also

misunderstands Jesus’ words
about being born again, and
therefore asks: “How can a man be

born again when he is already
old?”
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4 | ask myself: must one die and
rise again in order to attain a life in
fullness with God? Why, then, did
Jesus say nothing to Nicodemus
about death”? We all know that one
day death will come to us and

destroy our earthly body. But the
word “death” is always associated
with fear and sorrow. “Birth”,
however, means joy and hope.
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D Therefore, Jesus speaks about the
new birth that leads us to a life in
fullness with God. This raises the
question of whether we can do
anything ourselves to reach this
new birth more quickly. Where are

we supposed to find and attain this
new birth? In verse 8, Jesus speaks
about the wind that blows wherever
It pleases. Jesus says to
Nicodemus: “So it is with everyone
born of the Spirit.”
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6 | believe that it is impossible for
us to bring forth this Spirit within
ourselves by our own power. Let me
put it this way: none of us did
anything ourselves to create the
body we have today. All of this was

the grace and plan of God through
our parents. Out of millions of
people, they met and fell in love,
and then we came into the world.
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In the same way, many of us came
to know Jesus through things such
as school, books, films, or through
people such as parents, friends, or
colleagues. Just like the wind that
blows and touches our story. |

understand these connections to
mean that we are simply called to
follow God’s plan. It does not
matter how old we are or where we
come from. What matters is that
God Himself has planned the place
and time of our new birth.
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8 |l imagine this new birth through
the Spirit as a great and wonderful
celebration, to which we receive an
invitation from God somewhere and
sometime, and then we are allowed
to take partin it. The host of this
celebration is God Himself. Some
people accept the invitation
iImmediately and enjoy the feast.
Others ignore the invitation at first
or do not remain at the celebration
for very long.
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9 Jesus says to Nicodemus: “Do not
marvel that | said to you, ‘You must all
be born again of the Spirit.’””
Nicodemus cannot understand this
and asks: “How can such a thing be
possible?” Of course, Jesus knows
who Nicodemus is and what occupies
his thoughts. Jesus knows that
everything Nicodemus should know is
already written in the Old Testament.
But Nicodemus’ thoughts are
occupied with the Jewish law, and he
Is searching for the right way in the
wrong place.
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10 I am certain that when
someone is born anew through
the Spirit, all laws are written not
on stone or paper, but on the
heart. The Holy Spirit works upon
body and soul in such a way that

a person can naturally distinguish
between good and evil. For this,
one only needs to strengthen
one’s faith and place oneself into
God’s hands.
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11 Faith - or the lack of faith -
IS the reason why some
remain at God’s feast and
allow themselves to be
united with God, while

others leave the feast and
search the whole world for
other false paths.
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12 In verse 13, Jesus says very
directly to Nicodemus that He,
the Son of Man, is the only way
to eternal life. He came down
from heaven so that through
Him we may ascend again to
heaven, to God the Father. In
summary, | can say that
everything has been prepared so
that we may receive a new life
through the Spirit.
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13 God the Father has prepared a
wonderful plan for us in order to
protect His children. He sent His
own Son to us to bear our sins
and save us. Jesus was crucified
and died for us so that we might

receive God’s invitation and
participate in God’s feast. His
cross is like aroad or a bridge
between humanity and the
fullness of life with God.
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14 The Holy Spirit has come
to work upon the newly born
human soul and to write the
right laws upon our hearts. He
Is also here to strengthen our
faith. Now it is our turn to
rejoice in this and to be
thankful. Hallelujah. Amen!

14

ela 28 Aalall 5 Lusil) 50 ee

g pdall Gasill 8 yigal Geaal) = g5l
& Al S g e (e B2l gl
25 g0 Uyl g5 Lyl o dagaiall

7oA o e ¥ Wilay) (g 58 S
Ol Lt b 0 ySUE () 683 9 10




	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16
	Folie 17
	Folie 18
	Folie 19
	Folie 20
	Folie 21
	Folie 22
	Folie 23
	Folie 24
	Folie 25
	Folie 26
	Folie 27

