Psalms 63

250 I have gazed upon You 1n the
sanctuary,

To see Your power and Your glory. [Ps
492:1, 2]

3Because Your lovingkindness 1s
better than life,

My lips shall praise You.
4So will I bless You as long as I live;
I will lift up my hands in Your name. Lo ad))

5My soul [my life, my very self] is 2L 5 -%%% - 4. o . Sy _¢g
satisfied as with marrow and fatness, (et B i § o (4 L5

(A B PRS. /,.o"’ © o :.1/:, _
And my mouth offers praises [to Youl (s ‘ﬂ;f'““ /CLGAHN | e
with joyful lips.




6YWhen I remember You on my bed,

I meditate and thoughtfully focus
on You in the night watches,

7For You have been my help,

And in the shadow of Your wings
[where I am always protected] I
sing for joy.

8My soul [my life, my very self]
clings to You;

Your right hand upholds me.

99But those who seek my life to
destroy it

Will [be destroyed and] go into the
depths of the earth [into the
underworld].
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2 Kings 4

8Now there came a day when Elisha went over to Shunem,
where there was a prominent and influential woman, and
she persuaded him to eat a meal. Afterward, whenever he
passed by, he stopped there for a meal. 9She said to her
husband, “Behold, I sense that this 1s a holy man of God
who frequently passes our way. 10Please, let us make a
small, fully-walled upper room [on the housetop] and put a
bed there for him, with a table, a chair, and a lampstand.

Then whenever he comes to visit us, he can turn in there.”

110ne day he came there and turned in to the upper room
and lay down to rest. 12And he said to Gehazi his servant,
“Call this Shunammite.” So he called her and she stood

before him.
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13Now he said to Gehazi, “Say to her
now, ‘You have gone to all this trouble
for us; what can I do for you? Would
you like to be mentioned to the king or
to the captain of the army?”’ ” She
answered, “I live among my own
people [in peace and security and need
no special favors].” 14Later Elisha
said, “What then 1s to be done for her?”
Gehazi answered, “Well, she has no
son and her husband 1s old.” 156He
said, “Call her.” So Gehazi called her,
and she [came and] stood in the
doorway. 16Elisha said, “At this season
next year, you will embrace a son.” She

said, “No, my lord. O man of God, do
not lie to your maidservant.”

17But the woman conceived and gave
birth to a son at that season the next
year, just as Elisha had said to her.
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18When the child was grown, the c oo o oax s o
day came that he went out to his 4 GM Crexn il =29 Al 58518

father, to the reapers. 19But he said \ Ly owa e L%
is | 4y (& asdl )
to his father, “My head, my head.” ‘ol om Y JE3519 ¢ 2

The man said to his servant, “Carry SR AT e T - N i -
him to his mother.” 20When he had | % < T30 1B I8 el
carried and brought him to hl.S e i “i\éi QJ\ 4 @\ 5 alaai2(
mother, he sat on her lap until )

noon, and then he died. 21She went Eaaiad ] Clay Hedall ) 8K
up and laid him on the bed of the . . N )
man of God, and shut the door [of Gale ) g ol JAT e e ateaials
the small upper room] behind him - - )
and left. 22Then she called to her &y leda ) BaG522 (Sa A adle
husband and said, “Please send me deo o o .
one of the servants and one of the S AREEENE Quj"}]‘ SNk uJ S
donkeys, so that I may run to the e o e s
man of God and return.” «a2 0l A dag Gl g sl




23He said, “Why are you going to
him today? It 1s neither the New
Moon nor the Sabbath.” And she
said, “It will be all right.” 24Then
she saddled the donkey and said to
her servant, “Drive [the animal]
fast; do not slow down the pace for
me unless I tell you.” 2550 she set
out and came to the man of God at
Mount Carmel.

When the man of God saw her at a
distance, he said to Gehazi his
servant, “Look, there i1s the
Shunammite woman. 26Please run
now to meet her and ask her, ‘Is it
well with you? Is it well with your
husband? Is 1t well with the child?”’”

And she answered, “It 1s well.”
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27When she came to the mountain to the
man of God, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi
approached to push her away; but the man
of God said, “Let her alone, for her soul is
desperate and troubled within her; and the
Lord has hidden the reason from me and
has not told me.” 28Then she said, “Did I
ask for a son from my lord? Did I not say,
‘Do not give me false hope’?”

29Then he said to Gehazi, “Gird up your
loins (prepare now!) and take my staff in
your hand, and go [to the woman’s house]; if
you meet any man [along the wayl, do not
ogreet him and if a man greets you, do not
[stop to] answer him; and lay my staff on
the face of the boy [as soon as you reach the
housel.” 30The mother of the child said, “As
the Lord lives and as your soul lives, I will
not leave you.” So Elisha arose and followed

her.
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31Gehazi went on ahead of
them and laid the staff on the
boy’s face, but there was no
sound or response |from the
boyl. So he turned back to
meet Elisha and told him,
“The boy has not awakened
(revived).”

32When Elisha came into the
house, the child was dead and
lying on his bed. 33So he went
1n, shut the door behind the

two of them, and prayed to the
Lord.
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34Then he went up and lay on the 5% . L s N wel L et o« . gk
child and put his mouth on his 428 s (all 338 aahlals s 2334
mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his

hands on his hands. And as he

stretched himself out on him and qo b 13 A2 2475 e 3%ad <
held hilfn, the boy’s ]skin becaﬂae e &35 AR S S S
warm. [1 Kin 17:21] 35Then he A N E G Gh 0E45 el 8 s
returned and walked 1n the house ‘ s 8obs e 55l cuy (2 (R
once back and forth, and went up %2 2 2ol wlaed adde 33251 Amia
lagain] and stretched himself out on et 2 e
him; and the boy sneezed seven times| -J§; ¢33 &8 PR IO (P I
and he opened his eyes. 36Then - 2 Ls - 36 = Chﬁju
Elisha called Gehazi and said, “Call Al EIAN Wl WBledd (A sl oda ’&3\»
this Shunammite.” So he called her. R 5 T ) /
And when she came to him, he said, e gl G837 i) Laaly ol
“Pick up your son.” 375he came and L, e )

fell at his feet, bowing herself to the L) culas &5 (¥l ) Sasde g aals
ground [in respect and gratitude]. ) -
Then she picked up her son and left. LA A




2 Kings 8

1Now Elisha had said to the [Shunammite] woman whose
son he had restored to life, “Prepare and go, you and your
household, and stay temporarily wherever you can; for the
Lord has called for a famine, and moreover, it will come on
the land [and continue] for seven years.” 2So the woman
set out and did everything in accordance with the word of
the man of God. She and her household went and stayed
temporarily as foreigners in the land of the Philistines for
seven years. 3At the end of the seven years the woman
returned from the land of the Philistines; and she went to
appeal to the king [of Israel] for her house and for her land.
4Now the king was talking with Gehazi, the servant of the
man of God, saying, “Tell me all the great things that

Elisha has done.”
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5And [just] as Gehazi was telling 0¥ a8 _Lep ¥ T 2 A 8 .
e T T B B, mosfones LAl il cas el e Gagy 58 a5

the dead to life, behold, the woman (TR AT ARIEY (RPN (U S R NP
whose son he had restored to life ) o e s "SJ‘ A1 1) ecual
appealed to the king for her house Mid e N - s eN sl
and for her land. And Gehazi said, | g s dfy” e B
“My lo?d,. O king, this is the woman q };ﬁ (A YRS ik Ly 15 %
and this 1s her son, whom Elisha j S

restored to life.” 6When the king JLdB « &“‘J‘ LA sl il sa 13 s
asked the woman, she told him S
leverything]. So the king appointed lalaed (Slh adle Ealass 3 oall Sl
for her a certain high official, S L
saying, “Restore everything that e g FARE éj\» M ER RS A
was hers, including all the produce ) cem oo

of the field since the day that she ) ROV E8 5 s (e Jaall C3le

left the land until now.” o es
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Sermon for Women's Sunday in the Kreuzkirche on 29 June 2025

The Great Woman of Shunem by Brigitte Reinard on 2 Kings 4:8-37

Dear congregation, 1) 3eY) ) guant) Lgl

1. The biblical story we are looking at is about AT \-@-uSUJ L;J\ 2\7)3‘))35\ dunaall A
a great woman. The great woman of Shunem, | "UAJ\" Q‘ﬁ ‘MAL:D 3‘)—°‘ e
read in the text. And immediately it starts to ‘°\Aﬁj uaﬂ‘ Lr°' 64}“‘ R M‘

work in my head. Images come to mind, my AL @-‘“ uj\ oAl ﬂ;w JS ‘J-i

own experiences, ideas and the usual calall u—u\ééj ¢ )P @-M QJ\
categorization. Let's see what this tall woman L )J 3lizall QMU ‘LSJ\SSU

can do and what her “greatness” actually L‘J (4lzd “-“-‘L"J‘ °‘J"‘M 54 @-Lﬂ-*-“
" )
means. And why does a woman's size matter at m“dﬁ Ulad "lgiadae™ (a5, ij‘

all? Q)ua\ M@_A ob.d\ YRS J.U.:.\




2. 1 do this until I slow myself down So Lﬁl‘*" ‘J-‘B J=dl 2
@J\Sﬂ‘wuﬂj‘j ‘L:‘G)JJ

Jdm‘ j‘ ceﬁ\ j‘ ‘UJB‘ Y
| | GLJAUA\J.\\?JHJJS\.A\S;\
evaluate or judge straight away! uﬁ Lol wuuy‘ JJ\AU

and put up an internal stop sign in the

flow of my thoughts. Don't compare,

Then | start again and try to fully uﬁj e \_cy d}jgy\ u‘uj\
engage with the somewhat longer i 13 LS J;\ 3 el Bl 4ad

text and the life story of another 8 Lo 48 yaal I guind
woman. It makes me curious as to LUlad Lgiadae

what actually makes her so great.




3. | ask myself: How do we actually

nercelve other women? And how are we

perceived as women? What spaces do we

nave? Which ones do we need? Which
ones do we create? And what space should
we perhaps take for ourselves? Asking
such questions with the great woman of
Shunem means seeing the world in which
she and other women live, perceiving it

and feeling respect.
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4. In dealing with her, | am also
reminded to be mindful, not to compare
myself with others, but also to value my

life, my life's achievements, the space |

have carved out for myself. And finally,

| recognize in the great woman from
Shunem a profound faith that finds
expression in the encounter with Elisha,
gives her entire life a turnaround and

changes it significantly.

u\YGm‘jujS\ ub\.a.aﬂ

O e AL (ol ) )
GL:A‘J\AJ‘j c@b; JJS\

UG AVE TN BCWA
‘;u}».uo\)q\@djs\ cbn\j
@LAMA‘MMM\M\

3 A i) ae Ll
st L yad s LelaSh Leila

-.JJ%




5. | feel connected to her because it is a
faith that sustains her, just as my faith
has sustained me In difficult times
despite doubts and has always given me
support. And so | ask curiously: Who

are you, great woman from Shunem?
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6. She lives in Shunem. Elisha passes her
house again and again. She invites him in
and takes him into her house. This is how
the story begins. This woman shows true
greatness and strength. She makes
decisions. She is assertive and | recognize
a certain stubbornness as well as a strong
self-confidence. She stands her ground In
life. She Is a personality in the space she

has created for herself.
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7. The description “great” implies that
she Is recognized and respected,
certainly also through her care. She
cares. And | recognize an openness. She
IS open to the words of Elisha, open to
the encounter with the man she

recognizes as the man of God.
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8. Each time he passes through, she
Invites him into her home. She
appreciates his presence, his words and
clearly seeks to meet him. She
approaches him. His devotion to God
must have fascinated her so much that
she asks her husband to build a
permanent place of refuge for Elisha, a

room In her house.
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9. As | think about this, | wonder as | read

the text whether the great woman from Sg ‘\-A-“L”‘J‘ °‘QAM B Jfb ‘uaﬂ‘

Shunem might not only have a place of C‘“"‘N e lala L—” g H}M
al L Aald 4d e Loy J:

refuge built for Elisha, but possibly also a

room for herself. A spiritual place. A room bﬁ \'@J 4“‘"\'; MJ‘; (59 U\'SA

o cledsd g lghe Ay B - e

of her own In her house - very close to her
/ e i) s Ua gy 330l

and above her, where she can pray every

058 Y Sua cL@_\m\;Mﬁ A
day a_nd co_me close to Go_d. A room of her AL S ¢ a U\S'“ C"“N
own In which not only Elisha has a place, ‘UJJ;‘ u&‘ y i \_AJJ \_@\

but also the woman. Perhaps even other JUJ d\ Ll ]\ u&u U\S J\
people, because Elisha could also have had LIS !\

visitors.




10. It is not Elisha who seeks out the
great woman from Shunem, but it Is the
woman who seeks him. As | read, |
realize that | often feel the same way. |
am searching. | feel a longing deep
Inside me. It's like an emptiness Inside
me that | can't fill. It's there sometimes

and 1t comes over me from time to time.

Then | ask myself what I'm missing. I'm

doing well after all.
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11. How can | fill this inner emptiness? Z‘ﬁj‘ 18 ¢ u—‘-‘s'“ S 11
uu;\ flal) aaf ol vugm\
g_\;.ﬂ\ }A laa Ja Gu.u Jlad
peace. And then | ask myself: Is this Ja @\_\;J e e el
now the famous search for meaning in \4@ M\ ?U“ a\)a\ Cale il

Where can | find fulfillment? And

sometimes | despair because | can't find

my life? And did this search for Leitlica Cua je Ladie ayl Eaaldl
meaning also occupy the great woman ?&“'ﬂj‘ el ‘J%J LQ; \-GJJ-‘AJ
of Shunem when she offered Elisha, the

man of God, her hospitality and her

house?




12. Elisha accepts the offer. As he PrE ‘UYJ UAJ’J‘ t‘-“-‘j‘ J# .12

travels a lot, he certainly enjoys being dale b aiainn ASUIL sed ¢ il
\.ALQJ‘\A.\\.J dLAJ“\.LSJJPJJJ

cared for, having a fixed point of uﬁ S
_ Z R RYPY J.@_LA U‘ Qg g
contact and a place to retreat to. And he Ja el @ of @ g s’l q )Aj\

would like to show his appreciation for Caly Sl Chas g

this. But the woman doesn't ask for
anything in return. Has she found faith

In God?




13. She seems to be acting selflessly.
She seems content with what she has.
Or has she forgotten how to ask or wish
for something? We do not find out. It is
enough for her to live in the midst of
people who are well-disposed towards
her. But we do find out: A gift brings

with it a gift in return. Then as now.
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14. But what happens next makes me DU elly ey G L oS5 14

wonder. | notice how | react badly to 3l sz*s 2 Slaay uﬁjs*“
Y- ;:\A ua‘ c.uuj\ djlm o\.;.m
grap c}Q Goaaty Jalal $slad eﬁ\;j‘

servant suddenly come from? Why is he = QDUAM uJ‘ °J~‘\4’° C"‘““M
and not Elisha talking directly to the IAlal 198K L Chant 28 ¢ Leduin

Elisha's behavior. Where has this

woman? Elisha is her guest and has had | $<alli ca yha IR e Y Leadalds

many conversations with her. Why is he Laylanl) '5‘)*“3‘ Jalas e—‘ Ja
Q -

now talking to her through a third flelalads

party? Is the great woman simply being

overlooked and ignored?




15. Or does Elisha only consult with his — JJ\-&L B @-“M O e‘ 15

servant, who judges what might be a MJ@J‘ ) S Lﬁj‘ (dasd 4a0la

u\.S e.l\.;]\ u\ g REE Qo\fﬂ m\_\.d\
oL LSJJSJ ) 5Bie O J;AY‘ S

world of the time. It is clear to him what M_@é uA O\JAJ\ 5 b\_,; mﬂm

suitable gift for the woman? The servant

seems to see with the eyes of the male

is needed in this woman's life: on the (s A dea frag ol Lea s )
one hand, there Is the woman's old -CJ%‘ L@%ﬂ &.)-“4J

husband and, on the other, no son.




16. It 1s true that the woman 1s childless. ﬁué‘ \-QJ u-“J E‘JA‘ CJ;‘ L—“ﬁj 16

But this could also mean that she has T \'éf‘ . "‘ = M“‘,& uﬁ
O ) Aalay LSt (et ¢l
cA L@A}J a\.ﬂj Az uA\ d.\SJ.uAAJ
needs a son for a secure future after the u_q el 4, 5 °‘JAM il sy
death of her husband. Yet the woman is | 3alxialy Cullla \-64‘ r‘j’“ ‘ J;\ C‘L‘M

“only” given birth to daughters, but

very wealthy. In another section of the | 4xa B CilS Al LeilSlian mres
text, we learn that she reclaimed all her \-édy B a9 5_yidl Lgilasd ,ladl
possessions, that she was In danger of A3 jaleal Gyl
losing them for a short time because she

had to leave the country.




17. So there could be no question of
poverty. Nor does it say that she was a
widow. She fights for herself and other
people around her for whom she bears
responsibility. The actions of the great
woman from Shunem towards Elisha
were not out of self-interest. We do not
recognize a motive of giving and

expecting something in return.
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18. She does not want the son either.
Perhaps she was also afraid of being
disappointed again. But when the son
arrives, she loves him. A gift. But after
just a few years, she is suddenly
threatened with a painful loss: the boy
dies. But she doesn't give up. Especially

not now, It seems.

UJY\ JJ}LAJ.\.C Lgﬁ\ofdAY\

c.zu.luuﬁ 4\..1& 4\_1.1;\ cbn\
oJ\.u; o\Aﬁ\AJJ@ cL&Su\jw

Y LSl & e i e

J8 5a¥) gam V) aludius
i




19. After waiting so long for the almost L ‘—UM LJUL’ )\-Lm‘ =y 19
Impossible to happen, she fights for her L@-JSL dﬁ‘ S L-L‘-"\-“ ‘M ‘34

beloved child and turns to Elisha in Loy 8 il ) \ALJ aall

desperation. But here, too, it is striking: C"'“'d‘ M <l ‘\""‘”‘ L USJJ
o\)d\ LAA e V) sty Y

Elisha only talks through his servant. But
J.».Au f\)ﬁ\JJJAJAJ\AAaL

the woman does not put up with this. She S\ uJ‘ e Caaall e
bJ.uA
Insists on speaking directly to Elisha,
(Q.c DJJAJJ\SJJ céu.u.cuﬁo)i:b
looking him in the eye and almost forces |5, 1| ,aa Ay Az g uﬁ L K Ju
him to do everything he can to save this ; \.@_\J.Lu ?J er M\

precious gift that was given to her without

being asked.



20. What a strong personality - then as
now. This woman fights, she does not AN - 48 duadd el d L 20
allow herself to be brought to her knees. | uéﬁ)d “__Lah; BUAM bIA 'QYU

see a woman's life before me who lives ‘L;A\-A‘ °‘J*°‘ °h3 LSJ‘ QSJJ u‘
through all the highs and lows. God enters PEIFEN bl dﬁ“ u\ﬂsﬂ\ d54 P

her life through Elisha. Passing through, ‘Lﬁ-"“ csj‘ g o c““'d‘ L—U‘A u‘“

cdpﬂh ¢k L_Auhj ¢k d})ﬂ

she reacts by letting in the man of God and .‘& d‘ . ( CL“‘A;‘ LQ\J\AJ “UBJ;‘J
thus God, by bringing him in and thus )

Into her house, then permanently. He

shows himself to her. Unexpectedly. And

creating space for God.



21. This changes her life from the ground
up. God works in her life and turns
everything upside down. Faith becomes
part of her life. | wish for us that our faith
In God grows. | wish for us that we create
space. | wish for us that contentment and
longing are fulfilled and filled in the
knowledge that God knows our true
greatness and that we are not alone. | don't
know how, | don't know when, | don't
know how, but | believe and experience
that it Is so. Amen!
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