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57Now 1t came to pass that as
they were going along the road,
someone said to Him, “I will

follow You wherever You may go,
Lord.”
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58But Jesus said to him, “The
foxes have holes, and the birds
of heaven have nests; but the
Son of man does not have any
place to lay His head.”

59Then He said to another,
“Follow Me.” And he said, “Lord, y j\

allow me first to go and bury my
father.”
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60But Jesus said to him, “Let the | . ... <., % - 5 5.5 -ya
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my house.”
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Sermon by Lector Helmut Heiland for 8 March Fob ALY &igald audsl) (o jlal) PRETS
2026 on Luke 9:57-62 62-57 :9 Lyl Js~ 08.03.2026

Dear congregation, il (g 310

1.Do you know who Jesus 1s? Many people

have different ideas about this. Is He a nt ;J:j ‘J":i L ji‘““ Mﬁ‘::f; &Jjg' :@j jﬁ\_}\
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must those do who want to follow Jesus? Q‘ slady

prophet? Is He a messenger of God, a bearer of

question. Our sermon text today 1s taken from

chapter 9 of the Gospel of Luke. In this




2. But before Luke addresses this
question, he makes it clear once again
who this Jesus 1s. For before someone
decides to follow Him, they must know

whom they are actually following. To

answer the question of who this Jesus 1s,

our chapter leads us step by step. Luke
reports miracles - for example, the
healing of an epileptic and the feeding

of the five thousand.
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3. Luke also tells how Jesus grants His
disciples the power to heal the sick
themselves. In between, several predictions
of His suffering are inserted. Yes, His
resurrection 1s already mentioned. But it
becomes even clearer. Jesus took selected
disciples with Him up a mountain to pray.
And there He was transfigured. Once
again, we readers are shown that this Jesus

1s not of this world.
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4. “And as he was praying, the appearance
of his face was changed, and his clothing
became dazzling white” (v. 29). In the
Transfiguration, Jesus appears higher than
Moses and Elijjah. God acknowledges Him
by speaking from the cloud: “This 1s my
chosen Son” (v. 35). Now everyone can
know who this Jesus 1s. When the disciples
are directly asked by Jesus: “Who do you
say that I am?”, Peter answers plainly for
them all: ““You are the Christ of God” (v.
20).
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5. Clarifying this question beforehand was C“"A PYBN| U"“ U\S O
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important. If I ultimately want to commit
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myself to Jesus, I must know whom I am
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merely a better life coach who gives advice
on how to get through life more easily; He

can save us from eternal death.




6. That 1s worth a very different kind of D

commitment. If I truly believe that even in j‘ CiS ‘J\-ﬂ \-A\-AA \-SLM Al )-\M
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7. With three individuals, this issue
arises almost 1n passing. The first
concerns lodging and home - touching
on the theme of security. The second

wants to bury his father - this concerns

the keeping of traditions. The third

wishes to say farewell to his guests -

this involves hospitality, courtesy, and

respect. Jesus rejects all three requests.
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8. What does 1t mean for us today that
Jesus made such radical demands? To
understand their weight, we must place
them 1n the context of life at that time. No
place to lay my head... not bury my
father... not say farewell to my guests...
As mentioned, these stand for security,
tradition, and hospitality. If I have nowhere
to lay my head, i1f I do not know in the
morning where I will sleep 1n the evening,

then I have no security at all.
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9. Then I am dependent on chance and
on the help of others. If I do not bury

my father, I violate one of the most

child or to inherit from him. Along with Ch;\ S Ly ) ) LSJM LAA\_,J\ e_g Al
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very support I might need in times of

distress.
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I have broken all ties and given up all

worldly securities.




11. And those who want to follow Jesus
are supposed to be ready for this? For
the lives of His followers, Jesus sets
completely different standards than
those we are used to by human
reasoning. Jesus comes from another
world - not our earthly one, but a
heavenly one, the world of God. That
was already clarified when we asked

who this Jesus is.
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12. This world of God is the life goal of a | 3> <838 oa 138 il alle G} VY
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guidelines that apply to the spiritual world.
If you want to follow Him with such

consistency, you must overturn all the rules

and demands of the material world, orient \JS ‘ Ll ej\_,d\
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be determined entirely by Him.




13. That 1s the 1deal. Some Christians live
this radically, and that 1s fine if they feel
called to do so. But 1n our sermon text,
Jesus does not present His 1deas as
universally binding rules in the way we
have just outlined them. Rather, Luke
describes individual cases. He proclaims
no doctrines or commandments but tells
concrete examples. General rules are not

enough; they must be put into practice.
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14. The rules of the heavenly world must
be made applicable to the earthly world in
which we live. This radicalism we have
interpreted applies only when it concerns
the heavenly world and following Jesus.
The fundamental strictness Luke
emphasizes in this chapter does not mean
that a Christian may not make provisions,
may not bury relatives, or may not say

farewell to guests.
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15. It also does not mean that every JS L_,J-G U‘ Y LS Vo

Christian must be an ascetic and MM} ‘&‘J UJSJ U‘ (S
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live 1n the earthly world - we must eat, we

need money, we need human bonds and < KA e]\.:db AP CLQ sy SHAL

relationships. Therefore, the attachment to
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That means: One lives 1n the material

world as if one were not living 1n it.




16. Again: We must live in the material Lﬁ By U‘ ul‘; LSJA\ b ya ) 1
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place. But you must relinquish and
disregard them if they hinder
discipleship.




17. You may enjoy everything that is given
to you in life without hesitation and to the
fullest - 1f you can just as completely and
without hesitation let it go and give it up
again. The things of the world are
necessary, but they should no longer hold
significance for us. We must not set our
hearts on them. One may enjoy earthly
goods, live comfortably, provide
appropriate security, cultivate traditions

- but even all this should no

and customs

longer be of ultimate importance.
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18. When it comes down to it, you must O e G 6l sy Ladie 5 VA

be able to renounce all earthly benefits. o IS e Gjé'd e ‘JJ‘& UJSJ
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19. In this, he has also named the goal
and meaning of discipleship. Any other
weighting would elevate earthly
necessities to the rank of demigods. If
we expect success and a good life from
observing tradition, security, and social
conventions - as some advertising tries

to persuade us - then we make them

1dols.
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20. This brings us to what 1t means for us
today. How can we ordinary, average
Christians deal with the insights from this
sermon text? We must be careful not to
apply them schematically to every
situation. It 1s precisely the common
feature of these demands that we are not to
proceed according to tradition and habit.
Therefore, we should not turn them into a
new scheme but orient ourselves toward

Jesus 1n every situation.
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21. Yet even here we must not proceed U‘ PEES PREIS gﬁ @é uﬁ Y)
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the situation carefully. Discipleship, our
relationship with Jesus, and faithfulness

to God always come first.




22. But we must always ask ourselves: Ladif Jlud O‘ u‘l‘; C)SJ} vy
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experience: We must decide whether we
want to heed the calls that Jesus

repeatedly directs to us.
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individual cases, decisions must be
made. We must not resort to excuses

like those described 1n our sermon text.




24. An example from my own life: When u)ﬁ Ladic @hﬁ U"“ L.“AA V¢
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school 1n the Black Forest, near Lorrach on

the Swiss border. Everything sounded ds 1y, 4
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25. Working there would have meant a
complete change of life, but that did not
frighten me. I was enthusiastic, and the
headmaster wanted to hire me immediately.
The plan was to orient the school
ecumenically and open it to Protestant
students, and for this they wanted to
employ two Protestant teachers. But then
objections arose. The most serious was that
the state of Baden-Wirttemberg would not
take me on as a civil servant but only as an

employee.
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26. That would have meant a reduction
in income. I did not want to ask my
children to give up their accustomed
comfort. The adjustment to living in
southern Germany, 1n a village and 1n
the mountains, would have been

difficult enough. So in this case I

decided for the welfare of my children,

not for discipleship. But at the time, I

was not yet aware of that.
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27. It 1s about such concrete individual cases. Our
sermon text does not say: Never bury your father
again, never say farewell to your guests. Rather, it
concerns small, modest individual situations. From
such individual cases and decisions, the great path
of discipleship 1s formed. The kind of discipleship
Jesus recommends 1s worthwhile only if I am truly
convinced that Jesus 1s the Son of God and can
obtain eternal life for us. With every confession of
faith, we should decide anew. For this, I wish us as
a congregation and each one of us God’s guidance

and direction and his blessing. Amen!
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1.The war in Ukraine has already lasted far
too long.

At the moment, the new war in the Middle
East 1s drawing our particular attention.

We ask You, Lord, to turn the hearts of the
powerful so that they bring peace.

Above all, we ask You to show mercy and
bring all these wars to an end.

Our prayer also extends to the many
innocent victims, that they may find a way

to resist aggressors of all kinds and not, 1n
their distress, pressure other countries that
have nothing to do with the war.
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2.We call upon You, Lord, to also
ensure peace and justice in the
countries

we have almost forgotten amid the
current crises.

We also entrust to You the fate of
Christians, wherever they are
persecuted.

Lord, Prevent injustice, establish
peace!

We especially pray for Israel. Protect

Your people 1n times of distress, and

guide their enemies so that the

}mthcllraw their threats to annihilate
srael.
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3.Lord, bless Your Church in
Germany.

Grant i1t renewed recognition, give 1ts
leadership wisdom and foresight, and
give us strength 1n faith and courage
to confess 1t openly.

Help Christian values to regain
significance.

Lord, our God, almighty ruler of
history, we ask You for our youth,
that they may be well guided,
receive a good education, and see
perspectives for the future.
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4. We ask You for our elderly, that after all : Lu U_.J : Jo\ U'° S vﬁa 4
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that You grant them strength, mercy, a Q\ ‘ t‘: 3@ u_.,.J

sense of responsibility, and patience 1n ! A % G~
fulfilling their tasks J JS ﬁ'd

We pray for all who must bear heavy \5 \'o' ﬁw Lg J"’QS JJ""‘L
suffering - help them not to despair, O j\.& .\S J( Jo- e Jm gJ.Sa»

comfort them, and show them a .
meaningful role. & W o\:\.m YT

Ultimately, we pray for each one of us, JL (’A5 Jébﬁ ("‘U‘” Q \ﬁ"“\"’
that You pursue us, make us feel Your L,. é \_ﬂ_w\M
presence, and keep us 1n Your community.




6.We pray for all who must bear heavy
suffering - help them not to despair,
comfort them, and show them a
meaningful role.

Ultimately, we pray for each one of us,
that You pursue us, make us feel Your
presence, and keep us in Your community.

We ask You to bless this congregation,
pour out the Holy Spirit upon 1its
leadership and every individual.

We especially pray for all volunteers, all
full-time staft, the church council
members, and Pastor Weber.

In silence, we bring before God what 1s
particularly close to our hearts personally.
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