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Introduction for 12 April 2026

The Sunday after Easter is known as
Thomas Sunday, the Sunday of the disciple
Thomas. We begin with a pantomime
about Thomas on Good Friday, the day of
Jesus’ death. On Easter Sunday evening,
the risen Jesus appears to His disciples -
as the Evangelist John recounts. Thomas
was not present that evening and cannot
believe that Jesus has risen. On the Sunday
after Easter, Jesus comes again to His
disciples, especially to Thomas. We see
this in a pantomime. Pastor Kyungay then
preaches about Jesus’ encounter with His
disciples and what it means for us.
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2. Disciple Thomas: :bogs Sl L2
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together with Jesus. We were sitting

at the table, sharing bread and wine. u\,K@,.w By . 3, ) el (sl
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arrested Jesus.
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3.We ran away quickly, afraid that we
ourselves would be arrested. What
happened afterward I only heard from
others: the Jewish council
interrogated Jesus, and later the
governor Pilate. Then they
condemned Jesus to death. Someone
said they want to crucity Him. And
where am I? [ have hidden myself. I
abandoned my master. I am filled
only with fear. Jesus will die, and all
my hopes are at an end. For three
years we followed the Messiah;
everything kept getting better, the
kingdom of God was near. Now
everything 1s over.
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19S0 when it was evening on that same
day, the first day of the week, though
the disciples were [meeting] behind
barred doors for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them, and said,
“Peace to you.”

20After He said this, He showed them
His hands and His side. When the
disciples saw the Lord, they were filled
with great joy.
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21Then Jesus said to them again, < I
“Peace to you; as the Father has
sent Me, I also send you [as My
representatives].”

22And when He said this, He
breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. [Acts
1:8; 2:1-3]

231f you forgive the sins of anyone
they are forgiven [because of their
faith]; 1f you retain the sins of
anyone, they are retained [and
remain unforgiven because of their

unbelief].”




/. Thomas:

In the last few days | have hidden away.
When | heard that Jesus had actually died
on the cross, everything collapsed for
me. | didn’t want to hear or see anything
anymore. Suddenly there was a knock at
my door. Matthew stood in front of me.

“Thomas, where have you been? We’ve
been looking for you all over the city. You
look exhausted. Haven’t you heard yet?
Jesus has risen, He is alive! A few days
ago, on the first day of the week, He was
with us. ‘Peace be with you’, He said to
us. Come, Thomas, get up!”
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8.

| replied: “Matthew, I’m sure you mean
well. But leave it. | can’t believe it. First the
high point when we entered Jerusalem with
Jesus as the Messiah! Then His death, the
absolute low point. | can’t take any more.
Unless | see the marks of the nails in His
hands and put my fingers into them, |
cannot believe it.”

After a few days | pulled myself together
and went to the other disciples. Matthew
had said: “On the first day of the week we’ll
meet again around noon in our meeting
room. Come along!” Now | am finally back
with the others. | wonder what awaits me
here.
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O. Jesus:

Peace be with you! Peace be with you,
Thomas! Come, it is me, Jesus. | was
crucified and have risen again. It is
true! Put your finger here and see my
pierced hands! Trust me, it is me, your
Jesus. | am alive!

Thomas: My Lord and my God! It is
you! You are truly alive! What joy!
Jesus: | am glad that you trust me,
Thomas! Blessed are also those who
have not seen me and yet believe in
me.
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Sermon 12.04.2026: John 20:19-29

1 Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Today is a good day that the Lord has
made. The good news is: Jesus Christ is
alive! We have celebrated His
resurrection, and we continue to rejoice,
because through His death and
resurrection He has given us salvation
and new life.

In our text today, we see what happened
after Jesus’ death. The disciples were
together, but they were afraid. Judas was
no longer with them, and Thomas was
not there at that time.
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2 The disciples had locked the doors
because they were afraid of the Jews. They
had heard from Mary Magdalene that Jesus
was alive, but they had not yet seen Him.
Caught between hope and doubt, they did
not know what to believe.

And right into this situation, Jesus comes.
Despite the locked doors, He suddenly
stands among them and says: “Peace be
with you.”

This moment changes everything.

| would like to look at five points from this
text with you—and see what they mean for
our lives today. Don’t worry, they are just
five short points.
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3 1. They saw Him—and believed

Jesus comes and stands among His
disciples and shows them His hands and
His side. The wounds are still visible—
and yet He is alive. Through this, they
recognize: He is truly risen. This means:
death is defeated. The empty tomb

stands for new life and new hope.

We also know fear, doubt, and unrest in
our hearts. But into our situation, Jesus
speaks the same words: “Peace be with
you.”
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4 His resurrection is more than an
event of the past—it is a power for
today. It gives us true, inner peace.
So let us respond personally today:
bring your fears and doubts to Jesus.
Open your heart to Him and trust Him
again. Receive His peace and believe

that He is alive—even in your life
today.
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5 2.Joythrough Jesus

When the disciples see Jesus, their
fear turns into joy (verse 20). Their joy
does not come from changed
circumstances, but from the presence
of Jesus.

The same iIs true for us: real, deep joy

grows where we meet Jesus. It is not
dependent on what is happening
around us. Whoever knows Him and
trusts Him finds a joy that remains—
even in everyday life.
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6 3.The Holy Spirit gives us strength &l 3 68 Ladaey juaall CJJJ‘ G 6
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/7 But the Holy Spirit strengthens us
from within. He gives us courage when
we are afraid. He gives us love where
we become hard, and patience where
we lack strength.

He walks with us in daily life, guides
our decisions, and directs our eyes to
God’s way. Therefore, we can and
should ask Him again and again to fill
and lead us.

ccald Ladie delad Wby oo 7

A 3yl b L gy g Ll ) 3
L of 4de callas f Ladla Wik,

JEEPEIR




8 4. Doubt—and the way to faith
Thomas doubts. He cannot simply
believe what the others say—he wants
to see and experience Jesus himself.
And Jesus meets him personally.

This is the fourth point: doubt
becomes a clear confession: “My Lord

and my God!”
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9 We also know such moments—
questions, uncertainty, fear of the
future. Faith does not mean we never
doubt—It means we bring our doubts
to Jesus.

| have experienced this myself. When |
wanted to come to Germany, | had

many fears—a new country, new
people, and no secure funding for my
studies. But | prayed and trusted God.
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10 And God made a way where |
saw no way. | received support and
was able to complete my studies.
This shows us: God does not leave
us alone in our doubts. When we
trust Him, He can turn fear into

joy—and doubt into a living
testimony.
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11 5. We are sent

Jesus first gave His disciples peace.

Then He gave them the Holy Spirit.
After that, He sent them into the
world.

This shows: we do not go alone.
God gives us everything we need.
We too are sent today. We are to
speak about Jesus and share the
good news.

Jesus is alive. He is Lord for all
people.
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12 Conclusion

The doors were locked. The
disciples were afraid. Their faith
was weak. But then Jesus came
right into their midst.

e brings peace instead of fear.

e gives life where there is doubt.
e brings joy where hope is
missing.

He gives strength in our weakness.

He makes a way where we see no
way.
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13 Not everything changes immediately.

But Jesus changes our hearts—and He
acts at the right time.
Because Jesus lives, we have peace.

Because Jesus lives, we have new hope.

Because Jesus lives, we have lasting

joy.

What God has done in my life, He can
also do in your life.

So let us live with Him and trust Him.

Let us believe firmly:

With God, nothing is impossible.
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