Introduction on the Prophet Isaiah and
the Book of Isaiah

1.Isaiah, the prophet, 1s one of
the greatest prophets of the Old
Testament, and his life and
message have had a profound
1mpact on the history of Israel

as well as on Christianity. He
lived 1n a very difficult and
crisis-filled time, when the
kingdom of Judah was
threatened by external dangers
and the people were at risk of
losing their faith.
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2. The book of Isaiah contains 66
chapters, and 1ts messages can be
divided into several main areas:

-Warnings and admonitions: Isaiah
calls the people to turn back to
God and warns that sin and
injustice have painful
consequences.

-Messages of hope and salvation:
Even 1n the darkest times, Isaiah
promises that God will save His
people through mercy and power.
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3.This section also includes the
prediction of the Jews’ return from
captivity and the coming of the
Messiah.

-Rich songs and prayers: In parts
of the book, Isaiah speaks
poetically and inspiringly about
God’s greatness, His power, and
the hope for the future.

-Prophecies about Christ: The
book of Isaiah repeatedly speaks
of a Savior who will bring justice,
peace, and salvation to the world.
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4. The book of Isaiah 1s a
mixture of warning,
teaching, hope, and divine
promises. Its main message
1s: Even 1n difficulties, God
1s present, powerful, and

His promises are always
fulfilled.
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26L1ft up your eyes on high, and
behold, Who has created these
things, Who brings out their host
by number? He calls them all by
names by the greatness of His
might, for He 1s strong in power;
not one fails.

27Why do you say, O Jacob, and
O Israel you speak, “My way 1s
hidden from the Lord and my
cause 1s disregarded by my God?”
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28Have you not known? Have you
not heard, that the everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creator of the
ends of the earth, does not grow
weak nor weary? And His
understanding no one can fathom.




29 He gives power to the
weary; and to him with no
might, He increases strength.

30Even the young shall faint
and be weary, and the young
men shall utterly fall;

31But those who wait upon the
Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.
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Dear congregation, ‘&“3%-‘-“ SRS
1. First, I would like to talk about the historical
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background of these verses we read together.

This story refers to the year 586 BCE 1n the

city of Jerusalem. This was one of the darkest @&A‘ a@ﬁ ‘_;.c hxw qu\_d\ ?@ Uy
g | Jjué\mﬂ\o& LSAQ\L—‘S-‘“@}JJ‘

catastrophes 1n history. The Babylonian M N @ D M\ dﬁ 586 RV LA‘

Empire attacked Jerusalem and set the city on L;u C’A J\A L:A M A Jﬁ R Aall
fire. Many people were killed, and the _ dga\ J.u‘

survivors were taken into captivity.




2. The Jewish people lived 1n exile
for many years. They had been expelled
from their homes. They had lost their
family members. And their possessions
had been taken away. Now, they were
very tired and despairing. They had
completely lost their faith and had no

hope for the future.
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3. The prophet Isaiah had foreseen
this time well in his writings and
brought new hope to these people. He
begins to speak with them to strengthen
their faith and bring back the hope they
had lost. First, he tells them to look to

the heavens.
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4, What do you see? Millions of
stars and planets are arranged in order
in the sky, and one has control over
them all. God 1s still present. He 1s
powerful; He 1s the Creator of this
world, and He directs the world. There
1s a distance between God’s promise

and 1ts fulfillment, and this distance 1s

bridged through faith.
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5. Now, life brings many
difficulties, and often we may say that
our faith 1s not enough for all this
pressure and these burdens. Perhaps you
say: I have faith, but I have grown
weary. I cannot go on. I have no hope
for my child. My life 1s in chaos, and 1t
seems nothing will turn out well for me,

and I find no peace.
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6. Something always seems to go
wrong. My spouse does not understand
me. My colleagues are against me, and
there are many other problems. For
example, people grow weary and turn
away from God during times of war. We
Iranians have a saying: “A corrupt

nature will never become good again.”
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7. But despite all these things, we
believe that Christ can rebuild people.
Even 1f your nature 1s corrupted, Christ can
renew you and transform you. Now I bring
you a verse from the book of Isaiah,
chapter 40, verse 31: “But those who hope
in the Lord - who wait for the Lord - renew
their strength; they soar on wings like
cagles; they run and do not grow weary,

they walk and do not faint.”
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8. The Lord will take you by the J'@-L” Azall “JJJLJ‘ 024 Lﬁ .8
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hand in the worst situations and lift you
up like an eagle. You know that the
cagle flies higher than all other birds. It
can soar at heights where no other bird
can fly. It flies under the harshest
conditions and high air pressure, and at
the same time, 1t can see everything for
many kilometers with its very sharp and

strong eyes.




9. Here, God tells you that He can
l1ft you up 1n difficulties and carry you
beyond your imagination. In reality,
Isaiah tells the people that God fully
knows all the suffering they endure. You
are meant to be God’s chosen people,
and for this, you must walk through
difficult paths and strengthen your

endurance and patience.
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10. In general, every goal and
achievement in life comes at a price.
For example, 1f you want to become a
successful doctor, you must study for

many years. If you want to become a

pastor, you must undergo years of

training. If you want to become a sports
champion, you must endure years of the

toughest training.




11.  In 1968, the country of Tanzania ‘JJM Bl LJJ% :e@J d)“ 4S5 .11

selected John Stephen Akhwari as its ) sk Y “—"J; Al
_c«\.A.».d\ dalie

representative for the Olympic Games
in Mexico City. During the marathon,
Akhwari fell and severely injured his
knee and ankle. By 7 p.m., a runner
from Ethiopia had won the race, and the
other participants had finished and

received medical attention.




12.  Only a few thousand spectators g_,J‘ d\-ud}” )-Lm Ladie 12
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their attention. Akhwari, wearing
number 36, came limping through the
entrance with a blood-soaked
bandage on his leg. The spectators
began to applaud as this brave man
completed his final lap. Later, a

reporter asked Akhwari the question

everyone had 1in mind.



13.  “Why did you continue the race
even though you were severely
injured?”” He replied: “My country did
not send me 7,000 miles to start the
race; they sent me to finish it.” You do
not necessarily have to be first on the
path you walk. But it 1s important that

you finish it.
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14.  If you give up halfway, exhausted Sllia M@-‘“ BJSA @14 Lia 5. 14

and tired, without any result, you will be ¢Adas b S 9 O g Laala

left with pain that will stay with you L'v‘lc Laia UJSA - uﬂﬁj‘ ‘&J
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forever. Dear friends, everything has its
price. Sometimes it 1s necessary to make
sacrifices. If today you can sit freely in
church and worship God, you should know
that many people have given their blood
and sacrificed themselves along the way to

make this possible.




15. If you now live in a free and
democratic country, know that many
people have worked for us to reach this
point. And 1f we now want to walk
through the difficulties of life with faith
in God, as I spoke about earlier, we

must wait on the Lord and trust Him.
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16.  We should only ask Him and
remain in prayer. We humans quickly
grow weary in difficulties and
problems. Even the bravest and
strongest people give up. And even the
strength of youth eventually fades and
cannot continue. But our God never
grows weary and 1s perfectly informed

about everything.
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17.  During the protests in Iran, one of L] (e O dj“ U\%;‘ A7
the young people protesting was killed. T J‘JM Y| @‘L"“‘“ 2 ?j 2 (Liaa
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His name was Masoud. He was a
champion bodybuilder in Iran. His
father had also been a former champion
in this sport. On the day of the
memorial for this young man, his father
was at the grave, looked to the sky, and

spoke loudly to God.




18.  He called out with a tired but
strong voice: “God, we are exhausted.
We cannot go on. Kill me or save us.”
Only a few days later, the war began,
and on the first day of the war came the
news of the death of the dictator who
had given the order to shoot people that

day.
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19. 1do not want to engage in any
political discussion here. And I do not
want to say whether this war was right
or wrong. Surely there are supporters
and opponents. However, I think that
perhaps this father found some peace
afterward, and God certainly heard his

voice.
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20.  Waiting 1s an important word.
Often we have expectations of life, of
ourselves, and of other people to fulfill
our desires and needs. Very often, we
expect something from people that 1s
wrong. We do not know to whom we
should express our wishes or from
whom we should expect something.
While God tells us 1n these verses

exactly that we should wait for Him.
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21. Perhaps you ask me: What do
these words mean? I am faithful and go
to church regularly. But my problems
are big and seem never to be solved.
How should we wait on God? We
Iranians often place a word next to

99, ¢

“waiting”’: “cheshm” (eye). We say to

someone who waits for another person:
“cheshm entezar” - literally “waiting

29

eye”.
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22. This means that we watch the
path with our eyes on which our
companion or friend will come until
they reach us. Now I ask you: On whom
1s your eye fixed? On which path have
you set your gaze? In life, we mostly
expect people to do something for us -
our parents, our spouse, our friends, our

boss, and others.
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23.  Our eyes follow the people in our
lives, not the Lord. And when we see no
result, we complain to God: “Even
though I have faith, God has never
helped me.” Yet the Bible tells us: If
you give your heart fully to Him and
ask everything only from Him, He will

let you soar like an eagle.
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24.  That 1s why I pray and say: “God, QA CJ‘ JJG Cd-““du 24

if something is to happen for me this CilS Laga cJalall S U\"‘“y‘

year, let 1t come from heaven, not from
the earth, for my eyes seek You and my
expectation 1s set on You.” So, how
should I, a sinner, wait for God? Some
say: “I have sinned so much 1n my life
that I do not deserve to ask anything

from God.” But this 1s wrong.




25. We all know the story of Paul. He 4 )MJ Lﬁﬂ‘ u\.u.uY\ @3 25
was a murderer of Christians. Before he R ‘JJJ U‘ USAJ ¢ Lld j‘ @La

found faith, he was the greatest enemy of ( ,.4;“; L;;‘ d 5 ,.3 FIETAEN
Christians and persecuted them. But God o 1S«

used him, transformed him, and rebuilt
him. Paul himself says at one point: “I do
not deserve to be called an apostle, for I am
very sinful.” But in the end, he accepts his
fate and submits to God’s will. He

dedicates himself to God’s path.




26.  Just as Paul the Apostle was
transformed, anyone can be transformed
- if we believe in this faith - that God is
almighty and can rebuild anyone He
wishes. The promises Isaiah gives to the
people, and the hopeful predictions he
makes, are fulfilled over two hundred

years later.
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27. Namely, at the time when Cyrus

the Great attacked Babylon, freed the

people of Israel from captivity, and

brought them back to their own land. At

t]
t]

he same time, Isaiah points out that all

his was God’s plan for this people, so

t]

hat they would atone for the sins they

had committed and afterward find their

path to salvation.




28.  We have often used the word
“exhaustion” 1n our lives. We often say
that we cannot continue. Many of these
states of exhaustion may not come from
the present. They are events from the
past whose burden we carry with us,
which have come into the present and
brought us to a point where we are tired

and cannot go on.
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29.  Perhaps many of these burdens
do not even belong to us, and if we let
them go, our problem would be
completely solved. Perhaps our
perspective on life was wrong
altogether. If we believe in God’s
promises, we can receive His miracles

at the right time.
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30. When all doors close and a ‘d\-u)j‘ GM\-@—\J\ &j 30
person 1s exhausted and cannot continue L;‘ d“‘* Ladic 4] GA MMY\
by their own strength, only one force = JMJ MJ‘“‘J‘ UJ}J;
remains: faith. And here God comes 1n: ujm i BEL ‘Jf ‘J‘me‘
He opens the doors, breaks the chains, USJ \’J B &J‘L’ il @SJ}
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and saves you.

Amen!




1. God, I thank You for giving me
authority and for inviting me into Your
kingdom. God, I thank You for taking us
under Your protection and under Your
authority. God, I come into Your presence
with a humble heart and a humble soul and
ask for Your help. You, who know my

sufferings and pains, I need Your healing

word today. Speak to me, God, refresh my

soul and heal my wounds.
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2. Lord Jesus Christ, I 3 sel ) Fom 0 b2

confess that You are my R TOR (AR
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Healer. I will not fear, for u““ A (S kY Gl 5,
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3.  Heavenly Father, I thank U )ij cgjw uy \1;

You for giving me a new day. | 4 Moue s
Father, Your presence will bring rjj 5 5 (S

me safety and peace today. My YU u@j wﬁ uw e

God, 1 do not know what will [ 483 o5l s Jaons 3l 3 J;
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certain that You go before me and

keep evil away from me. I am uw%i Lﬁ‘{J S35 VL J .
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trembling knees so that [ may Al
walk on Your paths with steps of padly S 4L

blessing and victory.




4.  Everything that troubles me
today, I place in Your peaceful
hands. All my fears, worries,
problems, and weaknesses I lay 1n
Your hands, so that today, through
Your good Spirit, You may pour
peace into me. Today, I will fear

nothing, for You are with me, by
my side, and walk with me.
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5.  Heavenly Father, help me
today to see the world through Your
eyes so that nothing can disturb me.
God, today I want to serve You and
place my time 1n Your hands - not
just with words, but with my whole
heart and soul. God, today I lay all
my desires, longings, and dreams in
Your hands, so that Your will may be
done 1n my life, as 1t 1s in heaven.
Your good and pleasing will. In the
name of Jesus, I ask You with
gratitude. Amen.
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