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asked Jesus:

“Which commandment is the most important
of all?”
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29 Jesus answered:

“The most important is: Listen, Israel! The
Lord our God is the one Lord.

with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.”
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“Love your neighbor as yourself.” _«‘5! 83 (aa] < @J_u)g T i»
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32 The teacher of the law said: MJJ‘ ej’-‘ 4l d\ﬁﬂ vy

“Well said, Teacher. You are right: God is one,
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and there is no other besides him.”
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sacrifices.
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“You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

34 Jesus saw that he had answered wisely and




Sermon for Israel Sunday, 9 August 2026

by Lector Ronald Stoffers, Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven

Dear congregation,

1. As we gather today in the midst of summer to
celebrate this worship service, each of us brings

along whatever 1s weighing on our hearts. Every

one of us carries a personal burden into these pews.

Perhaps it 1s concern for our health, our family, or
simply exhaustion after a long workweek. At the
same time, we look out at a world that often takes
our breath away. We turn on the news and see a
world torn apart by the lust for war, greed, the
pursuit of profit, and hatred.
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unwavering love, a saving faith, and a hope Cala JY\

God's word sets against the coldness of our

that outlasts every crisis.




3. Our sermon text from Romans 11
leads us into the profound mystery of
God's faithfulness. Paul reminds us of
something that can strengthen us in
everyday life: God keeps His promises.
He does not cast anyone aside. And to

understand how this love becomes

practical in daily life, we look to the

foundation that Jesus gives us in today's

Gospel (Mark 12:28-34).

C\.;.ua\}” cijdA‘bJ\uﬂy
;womudyb)sm UM,J\

& e ) Ll 85 43l Liniay
\A;\uas}‘jjcaajpjbsu
M\o&wuﬁﬁéj
S s il (b Llee Uil
28 12 u.aSJ.A) A;Y\ 12 sl
(34




4, It 1s the Great Commandment:
"Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord 1s one. And you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart... and your
neighbor as yourself." In Jesus Christ, this
commandment took on flesh and blood. He
1s love incarnate. It 1s this love and faith in
Him that justify us - not our own works,
not our bank account, and certainly not any

attempt to exalt ourselves above others.
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5. To grasp the depth of the comfort L.rd‘ ‘UJ’—‘M (3RS ‘JJ“ éjj
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traumatized band of refugees before a

heavily armed military power.




6. Trapped between the mountains
and the merciless waters, they had
absolutely nothing left except their
naked fear. Yet it was there that God
proved His love to be more powerful
than the weapons of the oppressors. He
parted the sea. He made a way where,

humanly speaking, there was no way at

all.
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7. The second 1mage 1s the wilderness
journey. After their deliverance came the
daily reality of life on the run: a place of
scarcity, unbearable heat by day, and bitter
cold by night. Yet God did not abandon
them. He went before them: by day in a
pillar of cloud, and by night in a pillar of
fire, giving them light and warmth (Exodus
13:21). God was tangibly present in their

homelessness.
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8. The third 1mage brings us to the L:J‘ Lulaiia 45141 3 J }ﬁéj‘ Ll A
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and Goliath. There stands the giant, fully
armed warrior Goliath. He embodies

everything that still frightens us today:

brute force, the lust for war, hatred, and ‘ J}‘ 3 um LJJM‘ uﬁ 5. ;Q Jésj‘ 9

arrogance. He mocks the powerless.
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Opposite him stands David - a young
shepherd boy, without armor or sword,
armed only with a sling and an unshakable

faith 1n his heart.




0. David says to the giant: "You come
to me with sword and spear and javelin, but \"“‘ ‘U"’JJ) A
[ come to you in the name of the Lord ) « JJ“;M D) ?‘“‘u dﬂ‘ Lf"e' ul
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stone, thrown 1n trust in God, brings the

giant down. Do we not know such Goliaths

in our own lives? Overwhelming problems

not surrender to the giants of this world.




10.  These three images are a blazing
sign of hope for all who are fleeing and
suffering. God 1s not the God of palaces
and warmongers. He 1s the God of
refugees, wanderers, and those who seem
outmatched. For the refugees of our own
day, who must flee from the Goliaths of

our age - from bombs, terror, and hatred -

the same promise holds true as for you and

me: God sees their suffering. His pillar of

fire still burns. The giant will fall.
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11.  Here the Apostle Paul, in Romans
11, builds the bridge directly to us. He
wrestles passionately with the fate of his
own people and declares: "Has God
rejected His people? By no means!"
(Romans 11:1). Then he adds these
wonderful words, standing like a rock
amid the waves: "For God's gifts and

His calling are irrevocable." (Romans

11:29).
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12.  Paul uses the image of the
cultivated olive tree. Israel 1s that tree,
deeply rooted in God's promise. We
Christians are like wild branches that
have been grafted into this noble tree
purely by grace. We are privileged to
share 1n the nourishing life of its root.
And who 1s this root that gives the tree
its life? It 1s Jesus Christ Himself - the

Jew from Nazareth, Israel's Messiah.
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13.  Therefore Paul warns us against
every form of arrogance: "Do not boast
over those branches. You do not support
the root, but the root supports you!"
(Romans 11:18). These words are both a
needed correction and a great comfort.
For centuries, the Christian Church
tragically overlooked this passage. It
exalted itself over Israel and sowed anti-

Judaism and hatred.
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14.  Romans 11 shatters every form of
Christian pride. When life's storms rage
and we no longer have the strength to hold
on ourselves, this truth remains: We do not
have to carry ourselves. Jesus carries us.
He 1s the root that holds us fast, even when
our own faith begins to falter. But what

does this look like in everyday life? Paul

explains it in Romans 5:1: "Therefore,

since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord

Jesus Christ."
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15. Here we must look deeply at L:J‘ (gax )'L”J O ul‘; Lag Vo
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through weapons, not through greed or
the pursuit of profit, but through the

complete self-giving of His life.




16.  Can you sense the relief contained Q)M‘ ATIPEN R U j’-uu YT
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says: Stop. Before God, you do not need to

present a flawless record of achievement.
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self-interest. The logic of Jesus 1s the

complete opposite. We are justified through
faith.
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[t means stretching out empty hands and
allowing His love to be given to us. This

frees us radically from the pressures of

everyday life. Those who know they are é‘ A
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no longer need to grasp for more. They no M\ )S BHES Cpa Ao’ ?A"L”u
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need to make themselves feel important by

hating strangers.



18.  And when fear overtakes us once
again - because the news overwhelms us or
life's worries become too much - Paul
answers us in Romans 8 with perhaps the
most beautiful song of comfort in all of
Scripture, firmly rooted in Jesus: "For I am
convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor rulers, neither the
present nor the future... will be able to

separate us from the love of God that is in

Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:38—39)

J\J o WS LAY Y s
Ggas e Gk sl gt
udeA;\ASMJJbAuJJA

\}fj&_\}aa\}[@\uﬂﬁ@\» fu),_d‘
¥y by s AL V5 caln

YJDJM\AJJA‘YJCQ_\“}S
up\_\Lasqu\@hm Al
&H@M\@ﬁ}?_ﬂ\aﬂ\ .

(39-38 :8 4e5)) «l




19. Look to the Gospel: Jesus tells us _ d.mﬂ]\ ‘->J ‘ ‘JJ LR
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20.  When Jesus says in the Gospel that
the scribe 1s "not far from the kingdom of
God" because he has understood the
commandment of love, He shows us that
God's kingdom 1s present wherever Jesus 1s
at the center - where we allow His love,
rather than distrust, to govern our daily
lives. Dear congregation, let us return to

our daily lives strengthened, comforted,

and deeply rooted 1n faith in Jesus.
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21. Israel Sunday calls us to actively

resist the logic of hatred and greed - in

both small and great ways. If tomorrow
at work you find hatred beginning to
spread, remember the Great
Commandment. Answer 1t with a word

of Jesus.
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people at the Red Sea and the people in

the wilderness.




23.  Become, in some small way, a PRETV ESJ Ll e“‘ ) 538 VY
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with the loving eyes of Jesus. We are

not alone. The Jewish root sustains us.
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Amen!
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