John 16:5-15

5 But now | am going to him who
sent me; yet none of you asks me,
‘Where are you going?’

6 But because | have said these
things to you, sorrow has filled
your hearts.

7 Nevertheless | tell you the truth:
it is to your advantage that | go
away, for if | do not go away, the
Advocate will not come to you; but
if | go, | will send him to you.

8 And when he comes, he will
prove the world wrong about sin
and righteousness and judgment:
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9 about sin, because they do N *M gl o Lol 4

:g tazf)l:xetvr?gll?tzeljsness o Q5

! YIRS L Lalg ¥ o
because | am going to the o "AM fﬁ,‘,"‘i o
Father and you will see me no ; .-L‘fﬁ‘ HIA Yf ‘(o)
longer; ey O (Ad gia o Lalg
11 about judgment, because (O 28 allal) ) 2p

the ruler of this world has been dﬁig L bﬁg ‘33-‘3 SNy
condemned. T TN
O Qgrabaind ¥ (8l g casl

12 | still have many things to ) =
say to you, but you cannot bear YY) glaliald
them now.



13 When the Spirit of truth &3 A el L Lalg VY
comes, he will guide you into all % A
S i ) aSadiy sg «(3ad)

the truth; for he will not speak on . . .
his own, but will speak whatever Ji Al (1a ?“S‘ﬁ ¥ A (gl

he hears, and he will declare to Al pda g Ay ol panw La S
you the things that are to come. | JJAL

14 He will glorify me, because he

* o " . 4 '
will take what is mine and declare Q"‘ Laa AL 4 (T ha A ¢
it to you. -est‘A:‘J
15 All that the Father has is mine. culd \3.@.\ o R gm La JS V0
For this reason | said that he will ?S ". P u“ Lea h\_} 42

take what is mine and declare it
to you.



Luke 24:50-53

50 Then he led them out as far as
Bethany, and, lifting up his hands
he blessed them.

51 While he was blessing them,
he withdrew from them and was
carried up into heaven.

52 And they worshiped him, and
returned to Jerusalem with great
joy;

53 and they were continually in
the temple blessing God.
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Predigt

Lektor Stoffers



Dear congregation! 1o 36y (e gal) dslaa L
1. A dear visitor is leaving again.

We are taking him to the station. ) o3l Jdaaa iy Suie ) -1
Why are we doing this? Not just OY Jadd pud 1A Jadl 13l | jUadl) ddasa
because we have a car or to help  J: «4usa Jaa 2 Baslucall ) 3w Lyl
carry suitcases. Rather, it means: | (28 Ju ), JoUain) ;a8 a<8d) L 1 Jay
will accompany you as faras I can.  (x 18 3 ailj Lag aliS Al ) b aSes
| send my heart on the journey oard) L "lle g™ Joii | Sla
with you. You were and are a part

of my life. “Farewell!” we wish

each other.



2. Back home, after the train has  <i_all « jUadl) §dUai) aay (il A -2
left, the rooms are so empty. | laa ol il La 3 L3k ala) | Lalad 48 18
dream about the visit. It was nice ) s OV OS ra 0608 o (adly s
what we experienced together, . 8 dwic) Adgy Blad) il

that we were together. But now

life has to go on without him. |

retrieve my heart.



3. It was not just such a farewell
on the day of Christ's ascension!
Nor was it experienced with
secret, suppressed

disappointment and melancholy.

Rather, this ascension was a
celebration! It was only possible
because the Lord's disciples had
understood something decisive:
Jesus is not leaving us at all.
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4. According to the laws of optics, (edddl gau (b paull (il 81 88 g -4

someone seems to get smaller ¢ yalaall jUadl uﬁ ) LalS pald aal
and smaller as they move away. In A 338U Cald 45 ) 530 Le (e
the departing train, | soon no g 3tal) Jaaiall (g g ) 28} Al Lay

longer see the face behind the Mgdial) (B AdaS A JUall) raal 1 il g
window pane, then perhaps only .43 Al

the waving handkerchief, and

finally the train itself becomes a

dot in the landscape and

disappears.



5. This is a parable of how many  («lill (e S Jalethy i€ o Fia 1225

people deal with their aa o) - Adlaiall 3L ) ae  agthiai pa
Christianity. With increasing 48 gil) o (bl all) oy 6 g (3Dal) (Bl

distance, i.e. decreasing prayer, S Jelialy = Guallal) QLESY) 3e) 8 oo
missed church services, ceasing to .alai &id, s agiiy )y Jlaw & sl
read the Bible, God becomes

smaller and smaller in the field of

vision until He has disappeared

completely.



6. Is one now an atheist? But itis ! uS (s ey a8 g 4d) Saala oY) <l Ja -6
a great optical illusion! God is not (s Alall oda & iy oA o ab)
moving away. In such a case, itis  akal e Db mual ¥ iy G dal)

we humans who are moving (s uad Jy il 3l e
away. We not only become Al Lghall Ak o g

meaningless before the meaning
of existence, but are lost, doomed
to eternal condemnation.



7. The apostles report a
completely different movement
on Ascension Day: Jesus becomes
greater. He now sits at the right
hand of God. “Jesus Christ reigns
as king, everything becomes
subservient to him, God puts
everything at his feet” - as the
song says.
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8. Martin Luther says: “Therefore g JS LBla dllay asall £ g™ -8
beware that you do not think that - "4t il ¢ 4 JS aday A A 2l

he is now far away from us, but JA" = Fgl nla Johy ASEY) O 680 Las
just the opposite: when he was on s Ju (le aaq (¥ 4d) ) gl (o)) 19 43a
earth, he was too far away from s S coa N Ao O Ladie 1 usall
us, now he is close to us. For not Sy al 43 | La cu 8 58 oY) Lol clic J2a
all people were able to be with Mo g g Aza 15398 O amaad) Sl
him and hear him.” Why do we Tasal) Zsecall pacsd 1iLal

hear Christ today?



9. Through the mouth of His
preachers! They have to be
nothing else than His
mouthpieces: “He who hears you
hears me”, He said to his disciples.
Of course, this is a great
responsibility that makes every
preacher fall to their knees. It
brings to mind the Baptist John,
who recognized this for himself:
He must increase, but | must
decrease. May we always be
aware of the true greatness of our
Lord Christ!
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10. Parting always hurts
somehow. This is especially the
case when a reunion is very
uncertain. In Tanzania there is a
harbor town called Bagamojo. In
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German that means: This is where auY!

| lay down my heart. How did it
get this name?



11. Since ancient times, the slave
caravans from the interior of
Africa, which had often been
traveling for many weeks, ended
here. In Bagamojo, the slaves
were separated into men, women
and children and loaded onto
ships. Families were torn apart
forever. The Africans were
gripped by unspeakable
heartache.
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12. It was quite different on
Ascension Day. The disciples
return to Jerusalem with great
joy. But isn't it really quite
different? Were they not
deceiving themselves? Is
everything really subservient to
Jesus? Unmistakable powers in
nature and in dictatorships have
people over them, are dependent
on them. The Africans of
Bagamojo are just one example of
this. What did Paul, the first
missionary to the Gentiles, not
have to experience!
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13. Even in the third millennium,
it is very difficult for many on
earth. Haven't the real problems
long been those in which Christ is
no longer even in view? For most
people around us, God plays no
role. How quickly even Christians
drift along with them!
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14. We know it in our hearts:
when the shepherd is gone, the
wolf is near. On Ascension Day in
particular, many people feel more
or less painfully the departure
from a childlike faith. This pain is
usually scarred over. It is only
when fate strikes that we are
inwardly sensitive and long for
real comfort!
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15. Faith means trusting in the
hidden but real power of the
Lord, as we are taught in God's
Word. Self-removal makes us
guilty and leaves us vulnerable to
judgment. But delving into God's
Word, even if we do not yet
understand everything, brings us
into contact with His Spirit and
thus to faith.
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16. It is Jesus' farewell feast, not  JWia) g (& gun £139 JUia) 43)-16
that of the disciples! It is also A g3 ¥ A Lyl Ghasall cpa g lodaadl
amazing that it does not lead to  cAwsdi zaall W ol Lanlic 7 8 ) Js cal¥)
pain, but to great joy. First with  .agSubs 4 zraeal) ad ;) oduadil La o
Christ Himself, but then also with 1 alil 1 (a3

His disciples. Christ lifted up His

hands and blessed them. That

meant: You are mine!



17. Matthew reports that Jesus Ul L™ :Lad JB £ g o)f e S4-17
also said: “Lo, | am with you el M oaal) el ) calil) S alea
always, even to the end of the QY age . A 2o g L aSile ol
age”. And he also said: “l will send agale Jasw ) (uadl) 7 ) Jadd Cayd
down upon you what my Father .5 aixll 3¢ 4

has promised”. The promises of

the Father are not only the Holy

Spirit, who is to come upon them

at Pentecost.



18. We must also remember the
blessing in the Old Testament,
which from the beginning was
aimed at the descendant of
Abraham, the King of God, whose
kingdom will have no end. But we
also know from Scripture the
blessing over stages of life with
the laying on of hands: Baptism,
confirmation, marriage, blessing
of a pastor, death blessing. It is
Jesus' hands that distribute.
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19. In addition to the “great
deeds” of God, there is also the
quietly and steadily flowing
preservation and maintenance,
the blessing of remaining and
growing. It is His joy that no one
should take from us. So we take
such blessings from the Sunday
service with us for the coming
week.
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20. There are photographs of
deceased spouses or children in
almost every room in the
retirement home. The pictures are
intended to remind us of happy
times when weddings were
celebrated, when we were still
fully involved in life with our
spouse, when our son was still a
young, fit person. At the same
time, there is a sense of
melancholy: It was once and is no
more. Because now you are old,
weak or even ill, unsightly and
lonely.
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21. There is hardly anything left to
expect from life. But we don't just
have to look back. Looking
forward has a lot of meaning and
promise, indeed it is the only right
thing to do. Ascension Day shows
this. When the disciples returned
to Jerusalem, they must have
noticed some places in particular:
Here He passed through the gate
riding on a donkey, here He
carried His heavy cross, here He
came to us behind closed doors.
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22. But this farewell feast was Loyl 15aa (S 132 £1al) Jlia) o<t 222

also special in that it was not k) ) i) e uatly ol 4N
limited to looking back and 25| 1 P g v { R T PR A
remembering, but led to looking (s JSagd) (A el Glld Aa" a3l
forward. From then on, the " " AalS o) ciad o) dadl e A
disciples “were always in the A )™ Uyl s Al g B
temple praising God”. It is good to iy ¥l 1Ay 8 ) glally o) Cpmacsccal)
know that in Greek the word LAY e Wil

“bless” is also the word for
“praise”. Christians should think
about this! One always requires
the other.



23. God's blessing, where it is R RPEL s &0 Gua o 48 3 o) 23
truly perceived, leads to praise of DSANL A ) AdS Ay et A
God: “For all this | owe him Lo 1 Mokl g add) o Ao 13gd g sl g
thanks and praise, and to serve Tl § . peal) (Aaal) ardail] 8 Aalais
and be obedient in return.” Thisis 4axi zaad (U a9 Uy gld 2idy o) gy &)

what we learn in the Small de g saa dslanll A (ygal pall &y U
Catechism. And praising God in L) o cdadaadl aginual Jadd el (o lind)
turn opens our hearts, liberates Al glial) ASL 5 Ja¥) g slaral) (il

us and thus becomes a blessing.
Singers in the congregation know
how good singing is, not only for
the well-being of the body, but
also for breathing a sigh of hope
and confidence. Singing is a
blessing.



24. The disciples became (b e Oraia LDl sl =24

professing Christians who G Tl () agdl sha 1 5ile ]
proclaimed Christ as the Lord of O s 9 L) W dgadly | Jaliend)
the future in their church services. 4a; (sl 3 guall 1138 adl 11 g1l JUta)
For us, too, it is part of this sl & o) asgdall (e Jsgaal) A
amazing farewell celebration: ALl g Jaadl 5 2 gagdl oo Mai¥) A
Ascension is not a trip into the Ol g AR e g9 ool JS S G g
blue. It is understandable that SN S aaa oSy A8y jhal) pagy
people want to get away from (B gl) cpa B dl dssla i)

their worries, jobs and families.
They want to leave everything
behind and forget. In this way, all
retrospection should be hidden.



25. But the day is just the Lo agall 138 Undany (13 209 =25
occasion for discovery: Life really Ml:- Aalla M:- slall o radagy

”» L4 L4

does have a good goal, one thatis  (pla i lgdal fpe Glaad o) (Badiud
definitely worth living for. We can <4 ) 43630 (YA (pe 4lad) o3 ga8a

reach this goal by turning back to Gl A8 e gy (A UiSaa raal Lo ga g
God, which has become possible Y 43 ghall Al anlidy (g gall) A o)) 4
in Jesus. He brought the Lia

forgiveness of the holy God by
giving Himself up to judgment in
our place.



26. Devilish wickedness will ) pa o Alapdd) sBal) 3 gy o UM .26
therefore not be victorious, Ly Ugy) (Aad g «dllds gan Lo LIS
although it often seems so and we Lila "laSugy ;| 28 1" 1zesaal) J o8
hang our heads in despair. “Lift up 4de (gl (S La 13 4y jlall) daga Cud
your heads!” says Christ. Our life  «JGall Jaw Ao (o all B daga 3 5ia)
is not a suicide mission. This is 2S5 a8 glal) (e S Eu ol Lo 48 8
what the soldiers called a mission .ddsde daild Ale s cuils daald jilud

in war, for example a raiding

party, where heavy losses were to

be expected. It was grim gallows

humor.



27. We hope that many of those 28 cplaBlad) cpa Bl 685 G Jali 227
who have fallen have ultimately  agalia g G Al A agudi] | grian g

placed themselves in the merciful A2 Al cagrall gua asd) dasa
hands of their Saviour. The oldest B & el caql ) QAN L) iy
depictions of the Ascension from . 4lau (pa (368 (a0 (famall gad 53 gdaa
the fourth century show only 3 gty puadll Mo SISy Add) Ad) g A
God's hand reaching out to Christ Adpe A @l

from above, from a cloud. God
takes <his Son back to himself.
Easter is completed in the
ascension of the Lord to God's
throne.



28. An astonishing farewell feast
is the Ascension. Although He is
the most lovable one who has
ever been on earth, there is no
farewell in tears. Instead of
departing, as it seems to the eyes,
He becomes great for us all. This
brings the disciples joy and not
pain. From now on, they look
ahead. But they take the words of
their Master with them, God's
Holy Spirit keeps the memory of
them alive. Amen!
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29 Let us pray: Holy God, dear
heavenly Father! You have taken
your Son Jesus Christ into your
glory. Let our gaze be fixed on
Him, so that the small things may
become small and the great
things great, and that we may not
forget the goal of our lives above

the transitory things of this world.

Amen!
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