13You are the salt of the earth; u\ USJ 3 pa JY\ CJA e.u\»’] 3
but If the salt has become 5 3o y o2l ‘Jw |4
tasteless, with what shall it be C CF CJAJ A
salted? For it_no longer has any \AJ\A )Lu Y Y‘ ‘ﬂ;ﬂj
strength, but is to be thrown out n)ﬁ ?“‘1 4 wu\ e u,4\

and to be trampled upon by 194 0% 2 s
men. MJ.A L:AM u‘ USAJ }! ?J\"J‘

14You are the light of the world. ‘d:‘i szs AT gon 54
A city that Is set on a mountain
cannot be hid.




15Neither do they light a lamp

and put it under a bushelbasket,

but on the lampstand; and it
shines for all who are in the
house.

161n the same way also, you are
to let your light shine before
men, so that they may see your
good works, and may glorify
your Father Who is in heaven.
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1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2And It shall come to pass, in the last
days the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above
the hills; and all nations shall flow into
It.

3And many people shall go and say,
“Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of
the God of Jacob. And He will teach us
of His ways, and we will walk in His
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the Word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.




4And He shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many
people; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they

learn war any more.

50 house of Jacob, come and let
us walk in the light of the Lord,




Church service on 10 August 2025, 8th Sunday
after Trinity, Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven

Sermon on Isaiah 2:1-5: Lector Ronald Stoffers
Dear congregation,

1. And so come now, come, you of the house of
Jacob and you, sisters and brothers here in the
Kreuzkirche, come and let us walk in the light of
the Lord! So calls Isaiah, son of Amoz, this
morning. And Jesus of Nazareth adds: ““You are the
salt of the earth, you are the light of the world!” —
Yes, don't look to the side or at the ground. | mean

you — and you! Salt of the earth, light of the world!

| have the feeling that there is a huge

misunderstanding here.
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2. | feel like all sorts of things this L) 333‘5 — 3 gaiall il 2
morning, but certainly not like the J’-‘-‘“ 'EJ\-’J‘ BEE uéjy‘ CJ"‘
salt of the earth and the light of the J’-““ Laa ‘)445 L) i u‘
world. And Isaiah's call “Come, let L.r“‘ Pl %5“‘ JS CM‘ )2

us walk in the light of the LORD!” 5535 ?M"J‘ BELE uéjy‘ CJA

)}Jédﬂ.ﬂ.\j‘jﬂ.’d» ¢«\4’.~n‘
\A\eSJJJ\Lr\LAA«'L_UJ\
eu\ejc@b;\b\jshy =i

night here in the wonderful maritime J) 3
city of Bremerhaven.

makes me realize how tired | am. No,

don't worry, dear congregation, |

didn't sleep excessively badly last




3. But it is as if the world Is getting
darker by the day. It Is as If many people
are turning a switch that dims the light.
Too much violence, too much
nationalism, too much racism. There are
global tendencies toward darkness - and
the lack of light makes me tired and
perplexed. But Isaiah, the son of Amoz,

does not give up. He says what he has

seen about Judah and Jerusalem and
Washington and Moscow and
Bremerhaven:




4.“In the last days, the mountain of the
Lord's house will be established as the
highest of the mountains, exalted above

the hills, and all nations will stream to It,

and many peoples will go and say: Come,

let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob, that he
may teach us his ways and we may walk
In his paths. For instruction will come

from Zion and the word of the Lord from

Jerusalem. (Isaiah 2:2-3)
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5. And he will judge among the

nations anc

rebu

They shall

neat t

L@Aé jd.u. ‘th;i \A cu\ﬁj &J\Aﬁ) 5

Ke many peoples. i S 3 3z L )l o34

neir swords into )j\ 28 Jia A ey J0)

plowshares, and their spears into (D Twﬁ‘ oaij ‘gum;\ (3l ULE
pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up ?tyﬂi;ﬁwﬁ (A u‘

sword against nation, neither shall they| =i IS Lea | a5 dﬁ \ )J\
learn war any more. Come, O house of “-’“b 5 a4 9 3 a4 d“‘)-“‘

L.rd‘ MLL@J\ MJ\A]\ MJ}L\)AA)J

Jacob, let us walk in the light of the i a 58— Sl shal e JS Jia—
Lord! (Isaiah 2:4-5) cu)S.wJ\j oty 3 gall e




6. There are times, dear congregation,
when this vision seems infinitely far away.
The people of Israel were probably living

In such a time when Isaiah spoke these

words. These are words from the Old cuj;@_,.a cu}\ dn u.c ‘,Eu
Testament, probably from the Persian <8 u_,q L;_;;\ ) j&“ LSJM

period, perhaps from the fourth century M\),Aj\ u)u % de d\_\al\

BC. At that time, the people of Israel were X JJM () s u\ ?Lu

a tiny vassal state in the vast Persian SR ‘JM Yo. &\MJ\A

Empire, which - like all empires - was held

t pth b j P - CAJSM:AL‘JAM‘UJBM

ogether by economic power and military Ve 1| m 3
jSJ @ ¢

force. \_‘__}L ?‘Ay‘j ‘—’}"“J‘




/. And then a prophet appears - and says
something incredible. So incredible that
one could carry him away and send him to
a psychiatric ward. This message Is crazy.
He speaks of the mountain of the Lord,
Zion, which will be higher than all other
mountains. And anyone familiar with

geography knows that Zion is a hill, 750

meters high. Even the Mount of Olives
opposite it is higher. And then they will all
come, he says, the peoples, the nations.
\oluntarily.
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8. The powerful and great nations will
move to the tiny state on the edge of the
empire. They will flock there because they
expect to find teaching and instruction,

God's law, there of all places. That Is crazy

and unimaginable. But that is how it will U‘ u\-““y‘ dj\aa BTN L.LJ\-Q

be, says Isaiah. It is as if people from all JAY‘ 211y <l 4_,_,‘,} )A : ,,,,,. ,
nations want to say: Let us start all over - P J.\SJ cLaall sla 9 das]b

again. It should be like it was in paradise, LsA‘ A= ?J JAY‘ B JAUJ‘

when there were no nations, only people, L’“)J D d‘ ‘@3‘ yj
. 92

two people.



9. Back then, there was only one divine
prohibition - and that’s exactly the one humans
broke. Ever since, they have lived east of
Eden. And the first story told about humanity
after paradise is a story of murder: Cain Kills
his brother Abel. Where people want to live
without God’s guidance, it ends in murder and
bloodshed. Fear of one another begins to grow.
You are no longer my brother or sister, but a
stranger - and potentially my enemy. | need
weapons to protect myself - and fail to see that

weapons only escalate the violence.
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10. The many nations will say: Let’s go
back! Back to the beginning! God shall
speak His word, teach His commandments.
What Isaiah says is incredible: They all
come to Zion. The powerful Persians and all
the others. God shall judge between the
nations. Even in Zion, there can be no peace
without justice. And there Is never peace
through violence. That’s what the nations
learn. And they act: They turn swords into
plowshares, spears into pruning hooks -
farming instead of war machines!
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11. Oh, Isalah, that’s crazy - but also very
beautiful. And | keep dreaming, and | see
them before me: North and South Koreans
walking together toward Zion - and from a
distance, | can’t even tell who’s from the
communist North and who’s from the
capitalist South. They speak one language
and appear to be enjoying each other’s
company along the way. | see Iranians and
Americans, Pakistanis and Indians; and with
the Iranians, a few Israelis are walking as
well; and then some Palestinians join them.
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12. | look more closely - and | see Matteo

= R oe
Salvini, Italy’s Minister of the Interior. For é\.kf}[\ ‘L‘L‘J‘ JJ 3 ‘@M\-‘“
) - - ‘j\ o
once, he’s not ranting about refugees in the Y )\f
' J

Mediterranean or devising new punishments
DJJJ; <ol js.c

for sea rescuers, but is walking among a group e 5 5 ) 1d4 ‘Lﬁ)"j‘
of Syrian war refugees, listening to them. And : ¥ !j u-ujj-ﬂj u_uéjj\ Oy

they have a lot to tell. And isn’t that Donald 953 A J_ugj\ * ?@‘d‘

Trump over there, having put away his ‘M g_m\ u 3 Jaa
smartphone - and, so they say, he even deleted dlc\ um‘ M\ dﬁ Lo — \A.\\A 494\

his Twitter account yesterday? He’s listening u\.uﬂ G’.«AA 9 — y ,’J.o 4\4\.».»4;
; _ﬁ: jn

Sa

to a young man from Central America who dxy La uj
)
Craariall L_iby

made it to the southern United States after an UP
adventurous escape.




13. Beautiful, dear Isaiah, but still very far | - J;nj:’:c e L_,,A G
off. We live in a time of immense global - J\iu : j 153 j
rearmament. Trump demands that Germany @A\—\l\ / V Aty L

u\uu laalyT

Al \ o) 3 L u-,m
defense minister thinks that’s a good idea. é:s } / \| dﬂ[\ L;p‘){\)ji

meet NATO’s 2% target - and our new

At least 2% of our gross domestic product a8 & Laall ‘UJ‘)-\AJ =t Ny

IS supposed to go into the defense budget. AR .u\ﬁs\ab, \ ;je\‘_cq?mujgﬁ\j ;

That goal was first formulated in 2002 and ? S WARREES

reaffirmed by NATO in 2014. Currently, £V, & ‘ &\3;]\ sz"‘ uﬁ
| 5052 Jbla

Germany spends about 1.2% of its GDP on

defense - that’s 43.2 billion euros.



14. If we were to increase that to 2%, It :

would amount to 68 billion euros per year ‘\JJ\-EABJ \—\jd-w 9% )\—\Lﬁ TA
for defense. Just for comparison: the w‘j ‘_53\..;4.\3&\ uj\-a_d\ DJ‘J}
Ministry for Development Cooperation has a ub\_\lq ) \.@_u.\b_m )j\-AJJ Y
total budget of 10 billion euros. The logic of | yb Da i )S-wd\ d.LM

militarization seems to have taken over. The dS uﬁ D) jm S )S.u.d\ ‘_ﬂ jﬂ\
spiral is in full swing globally. Here in our dclia C)SA \Adr— Lia ‘J\.ﬂ\

country, the arms industry is thriving; 11% AR ‘\.@J\.Ar—\ P-RPX u-d‘
of the world’s arms exports come from Cw Lale C)u.d\ Sl JJ\.J.A (e

Germany. Among all nations, we rank third. FlEl Roall & s LuiLall
There are times when the vision of Isaiah Ly y Led g2 Gl o) llin h.d\.c
ben Amoz seems infinitely far away. \J; by j.a\ ;.\_uu.n\




15. There are times when the vision of ‘UA)‘ \-*4”‘ Al CilS 15
Isaiah ben Amoz seems infinitely far 55 \ AN @ 45);\
away. In 1980, no one saw a disarmament - )J 534 Lxa QA 544
treaty between the USA and the Soviet : ) alasy| S S J-A‘
Union coming. SS-20 missiles were ‘U}*‘UA L—U\SSS 20 @)‘jm
stationed In East Germany, Pershing || @-\Mﬁj “USJ-NM u\.,d\ L_,,A

and cruise missiles in West Germany. The SJM-\J\ dals ij‘ L_,,A )})Sj
Ll

arms race was In full motion. It was a U\S _LJSJA pE PR ClS
dark time during the Cold War. But _EJJ\AA‘ &,AJAJ\ (R ) UA AV
Harald Bretschneider, the youth pastor all )\A L,Jaﬂ\ u-uﬂ\ uﬁ
from Saxony, refused to give in to =l J UA j-mS\-u R )mb.um DY
resignation. _FMMY‘




16. He read the vision of swords being
turned into plowshares - in the version found
In the Book of Micah. How fortunate that
Important texts appear twice in the Bible!
“Swords into plowshares” - in the middle of
the Cold War, Bretschneider had an idea. He
wanted to print these words on fabric so they
could be sewn onto clothing - as a protest
against the arms race. For “textile surface
finishing no official permit was required in
the communist dictatorship of East Germany
- unlike for printed materials.
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17. The patches spread rapidly and

became a symbol of the peace

movement. When they were banned
In the GDR In 1982, it was enough to
draw a circle on your jacket or cut
out a round hole to show what you
stood for. No one should say that
Individuals can't make a difference.
Harald Bretschneider is a name that

stands against that notion.
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18. Stefan Nau Is another. The blacksmith alaall .j\i ulﬁ-u-w ZJS‘ e-w‘j.18
from Wittenberg did exactly what Isaiah 5 e a8 & e Cpa @sﬂ\
envisioned: he forged a sword into a &) s \_qM J el
plowshare. This happened during the ng\ a0 g JDA S s
Protestant Church Congress in Wittenberg A & "& piid uﬁ my\

delu (3 xiul YAAY i

on September 24, 1983. It took him an

hour and a half - and thousands watched as N 5 5 Wl wm‘ LJYU e .j

he did it. Don’t say individuals can’t make 1%, 5 I Cj JAL N J}d‘ CJ‘ dm
a difference. There have been - and still are - " i ol
- people who take risks, who refuse to L o N
remain silent, who don’t settle into their S = 20

resignation.




19. But | am not Bretschneider, and | am Q—uﬁb Jm\_hi'.h} Caaal ”< 19
not Stefan Nau - and | can feel realism Al oy yai) g — jh | LT
catching up with me. Again and again! &)\ \.@_\.\; !o)o dS _ujq c;‘-.’J.AJ
Then | start thinking Isaiah’s vision is 4:,3] Oy :)Séb w ng\ Z\gj)
ridiculous. And anyway: people who have — a1l cs*"’)"d‘ dM — 55
visions - like the mentally ill - should see a \_@\ |kl A FETRY Oi ale

doctor! It really is too beautiful to Pe true 4 j\ m UJSJ \A; dm
or ever come true. So: back to reality. At e \jj\ L;\ 1= 119 A\ \.Ay
least that way | won’t make myself L Jall cﬁ‘ ) 1l \u \

bkl ) 4a adl OF JBY

vulnerable - as a dreamer, a naive do-

AL alay el f

gooder, a would-be world-saver, a harmless
iIdeologue of peace.




20. Those who have visions are vulnerable. \-:QM BN Z\ﬁj) éjﬂ .20
Others can point at them, mock them. Of | () g )™ g ‘\J‘ uj)w Q)Jiy\
all places - Zion? Jerusalem? That is ?AL‘UJ‘ ¢l ) s A
supposed to be the place where something dS ?53&;1\ )SJ.A UJSJ cQ\ﬂb.
new begins? When people went there - ¢‘j—u — Sllia ‘_A‘ &,AAﬁ B

whether Romans in the first century, ji cdj}[\ UJSJ‘ u.‘. O\.Aj)j‘
Persians in the early seventh, or Crusaders j\ ceb.d\ ujsl\ u—°‘ u.u)ﬂj‘

In the Middle Ages - they didn’t go to learn L;Lu.nj]\ J}.a.d\ bﬁ uj.ml.aj\

God’s guidance. They went to wage new d4 o) \ﬁ\.«aj (J:u.d u:u; (J —

wars, to cause new bloodshed in the name _A.QJ\ e.ub Edgd.; ‘\AAJ.A @"a'd
of their god.




21. And today, Jerusalem is far from 0o 1A B eﬁjﬂijj‘ e;ﬁj‘j.21
being a place of learning for peace. : . )

Supposedly illegal Palestinian homes are

z

demolished. A wall cuts deep into the &
land. What about Israel’s actions in Gaza, d‘“‘)‘“‘ S sl U‘L m—*“j d;\ql\

the hunger there, and the responsibility of A 5 a5 cllin &JAMJ 3 ) (A

sraeli Prime Minister Netanyahu? But UA}A‘ UJ °w‘ Uﬁ Qﬁm
3 ij d.,uu A padl @m L_a\ﬂh

neard correctly - of all places, the nations
stream to that place. God acts in strange "’

saiah, son of Amoz, insists: No, you

ways - and against the logic you know.




22. When, Isaiah - when will this happen? “In the
latter days”, the prophet replies. But his words
aren’t so easy to translate. In Hebrew it says be-
acharit ha-yamim. Literally, one could also
translate it as “on the backside of the days™. Isaiah
sees us standing there - our gaze turned toward
what we know and remember. Toward the past.
And there we see everything that was - a history of
human violence. War after war. Since the first
murder, since Cain and Abel, immeasurable blood
has been spilled! Again and again! That’s where
we stand, in the face of this history of violence.
“When will they ever learn? When will humanity
finally learn?”
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23. But then Isaiah says: Behind you, on the LA.G c«ﬂ;‘-bj djm c—hw‘ uﬁ23
backside of the days, that’s where the new -t )5 4_3;\ | 543;]\ um ¢ e\,;y\ )@_L
thing Is happening! It’s already there! Not far & ua \.@_\.\; g_\.q.d\ 188 |\3;
away at all! You just have to turn around. Then w i o R
Sl i e g Ji Ll Jsliia

It’s within reach! About ten years ago, | was In

Jerusalem. | sat on a plastic chair in front of e Cada ?"LUJ‘ L:A SEES
the Western Wall. Before me, the stones that é*d‘ Ll ?LA‘ é.\.u)u (™ )S

were placed there 2,000 years ago as part of L;ﬂ\ dAS C L;\J\ OJ\AAM cs‘“u‘

the outer wall of the Temple. Now they are all (o ?J LIS @J\; yguS A
that remains of it - after wars and conquests. dxy — 1_‘5)49 “u-“‘ < :gl\

Again and again, | observed a strange u‘){ N Y‘j _p {
phenomenon. Groups of people would come to

the Wall, chatting loudly, taking photos.




24. But as they approached, their voices grew quieter - ‘\44)9 3)‘} . ‘—*3‘)‘ ‘l‘;)j.24
meter by meter - until they fell completely silent. They j;J @\.4 u.aa\_\j\ uA g_m\.chM
stood before the stones, many reaching out a hand to Jaaily j d\.c - g S LJ\.;J\
touch one of them. And they remained like that for quite ‘j—‘)—‘a‘ LA]S Uﬁ \)},\4
some time. That wall has something. Could it really be @; ‘)M A ‘)M ‘e@\jm\
possible that this city might interrupt the logic of the JA.\S ‘DJ\AAM &’u‘ UJSSJ \ 5” A

world? That here, of all places, peace could be learned?
UJASJ \);; U.MLJ o Al e.@_m

God’s peace? Here - and despite everything? Not Rome, L:A UA\A c L.s““" dm &\5 A \ JSA
notWittenberg-—Jerusal-em! Could it be-that- people, here C‘LM U‘ M US'“ d‘é _LJ\AM \ AN
et oo o ot Tt ey migecopzes. | P O Sellall (shaia Aigaall o3a

— <Al \_us *‘:nﬁ)u ¢ )u.d\ Lua

my white plastic chair, Isaiah’s vision, for a few yj ‘LA}J j * "‘LF“"“ ‘JS ?'CJ
minutes, didn’t seem all that far away anymore. PJL'“JJ - &JM

brother or sister in the face of the other? Sitting there on




25. It’s a strange thing, dear congregation. And
you’ve probably noticed it throughout the
sermon: | keep wavering - between the hope
Isaiah stirs in me, and the resignation | feel deep
Inside, between courage and despair. Some time
ago, Sebastian Krumbiegel, lead singer of the
band Die Prinzen, uploaded a song and music
video to YouTube. “Democracy Is female” - a

song meant to inspire confidence in democracy

In light of the elections in Saxony, Thuringia,

and Brandenburg, where far-right, anti-refugee

parties had electoral successes.
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26. A hymn of praise to love and hope,
to mercy and humanity and freedom.
Sure, one can debate the poetic quality;
and It won’t match everyone’s taste In
music. Of course! But when | read the
YouTube comments - how much hate
and scorn was unleashed against
Krumbiegel and his fellow musicians in
no time - | found myself right back in

my resignation.
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27. But Isalah doesn’t give up: “Come

now, house of Jacob, let us walk In the

light of the LO

sisters and brot

RD!” So: Come, you

ners of the Kreuzkirche

In Bremerhaven! If | lose hope on my

own, then we n

eed one another.

Perhaps today Is the beginning of a

peace movement. Someone has to take

the first step.
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28. And If not the rulers of the USA and

\jj\.:u UJ\ (|u.JJ\ JJA@ Lol ¢ 1.jéu

Russia, if not the warlords in Syria and sl D 2 e Al sa \ @P‘ L
Afghanistan, if not Hamas and Hezbollah and Cu& ‘Lsh Je! . m k)&\.&;ﬂ).u
J ’ \él rm A< J; m L Gl
Sl 9 - Rc
o < el Al 2 g tiug )9 =

maybe me, maybe us, and maybe now. kX uﬁj Lex Y g ¢ mw‘ \4 e
“Swords into plowshares” - the symbol still Lo 48 cJ-th\ P U\AMS\A Y il g

Israel, If not Pakistanis and Indians - then

exists. As a patch - or a sticker, or a beer u\);;ﬁ j{_le\ d\\j‘m ﬁfu‘j‘;}jm:

coaster. Who knows what ideas we might j‘ (laiala ‘ “—*U—w

| T \uwmwu\jﬁm\ﬁ
come up with when we draw it again - with uﬁ ‘;\ \ uwsj (Jaaa 4 gt b
Isaiah’s words In our minds and Jesus’ promise QJA ?‘“‘» qetiky :i F}w =99 Ll sac

‘ M
In our ears: “You are the salt of the earth, you .ol K. J¥ e—“ ‘U

are the light of the world.” Amen!
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