16Now the eleven disciples went
into Galilee, to the mountain
which Jesus had appointed for
them to meet Him.

17And when they saw Him, they

worshiped Him; but some
doubted.

18And Jesus came and spoke to
them, saying, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been
given to Me.
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19Therefore, go and make
disciples 1n all nations,
baptizing them into the name
of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit;

20Teaching them to observe

all things that I have
commanded you. And lo, I am
with you always, even until
the completion of the age.”
Amen.




Sermon by Lector Stoffers on 12 July 2026 on
Deuteronomy 7:7-8

Dear congregation,

1. The view of the smartphone: Who am I
today? Your first movement in the morning 1s
toward your smartphone. You scroll through the
news of this summer 2026: reports about
unpredictable Al systems, economic crises, and
right next to them headlines about global
movements of refugees, about fences, borders, and
caps. On one side, the seemingly perfect world of
self-presentation on social media; on the other,
people who have lost everything and are fighting

for bare survival.

@Jﬁ,\jﬁywﬁ‘ @Jm\;\.ﬁﬁ

8-7 :7 4l Jiu 9 12.07.2
cpaiaal) g e

026

Aﬂcg@\@éﬂ\ il ) yaw Laie )
R P ey A

G T L T e T i A
T Leils 5 cln) e 3

¢ g J‘}u\ ¢ allall c.\AA‘
iy o ju‘iy yﬁg\d

al Al ga

J
CL@ j.mj\
e
u\.u\mj

\.A.\;Y\dm\ &}ML.\S)M
Jfg\jmwuh m B o Al 7 e
JJ.\.\AJS\JA.L:M ;M\ds\ UJAB\SAjcaGu
Mmm PRERE R W muou

JLHJ\A;Y\\AA@USS Sl L
uuaﬁhmdufm.uﬁ\ds.\;_\cu}u\

dj.\s.ac_u\ ceau M\_\S\AM\A_JS%

‘\AJ)AMM

s




2. Everywhere 1n this present time, a Y

bitter message flashes at us: “You are only uj_;; Azt Y el )S C)i uj,u cug M\
worth as much as you are useful. Those j Slalasy j Sl ji el e
without a passport, without performance, il _aj'.s\ % 4_1!5 \.@4}( da u.ﬂa:._\\_m Al
without fitting into the system are sorted out or 522 éJ.m.\s L_M.\\ L_;\ 4\3\;4 Cal
pushed aside.” Into this restless, often Re i da wu.m; ® JSS L_\.ua.d 4\3.\3;1\

merciless present, the church celebrates a <l )@-L-\ 9 ¢ J—A-MJ‘ - A CA Ju
radical counter-program today on the 6th CMY‘ w‘ JS-“‘ Q,A C}‘-éj-’
Sunday after Trinity: our baptism. It 1s God’s @L.d\

unconditional, unlimited “yes” to you - a “yes”
that remains completely unaffected by

passports, origin, crises, or click numbers.




3. Baptism tells you: your dignity 1s
inviolable because God has given it to you.
You are already enough. The divine rejection
of exclusionary madness: Deuteronomy 7. This
promise 1s not a modern invention. It runs like
a red thread through God’s history with
humanity. And from the very beginning it is
connected with a story of migration and flight.
The people of Israel, addressed in the Book of
Deuteronomy, have a long history of
homelessness, slavery in Egypt, and escape

through the wilderness behind them.
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4. They were the strangers, the asylum dLJA Ajd‘ &_QSJ LIS o.d.@q ] g
seekers. And precisely to this people God says N }GA o e e \_’ui B &’J\"J‘
in the midst of their insecurity: “It was not ) i ji ¢«\A Js‘y‘ J\ -
because you were more numerous than all PR ot T
u\;m\ j‘ ;:\AJ.CY‘ YJ GJJSJM

other peoples that the LORD set his heart on

you and chose you - for you were the fewest of )MJ‘ J\_\AJ L.L (ALKl

all peoples - but because the LORD loved e y ‘U;‘ . J-’J‘ 9 LJMM 9
you.” (Deuteronomy 7:7-8) Listen closely to ‘DJS A ji 41,_4‘ EREIE U\""‘“y‘
how God turns the logic of our present world J.@_’J‘ ‘&j . 4\.\& Ui J‘Ji M‘y LJJ
upside down: he does not choose the powerful dﬁ e—‘éj ‘& ‘ . e, Y P ,ﬂ\
global players or the secure fortresses. He does . o . =

not seek the privileged and established. ‘UJM | Lbﬁ L h‘j




5. He takes the small, the
inconspicuous, the homeless. He does not
love you because of your origin or status.
He loves you because He chooses to love
you. God binds Himself to people who
often have nothing to show for themselves
but their bare lives. And this unbreakable
covenant 1s sealed personally for you in
baptism. The Great Commission and the
baptism of Jesus: God Himself becomes a

refugee. Jesus Christ breaks open every

national and social exclusivity for all of us.
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6. At the end of his journey, with the @M 9 D = 4.8 & G g 1
Great Commission (Matthew 28), He sets in e Cu BY: Y E Axid ¢ j;ﬂ\

motion a worldwide movement of grace that a o dday e U ]
. g . u JJ o . u Leﬁ ~ ;"

knows no boundaries: “Go therefore and make |« .| . ) i o o
)uu\.».uy\ U}SJU‘@MJJA‘ Jal

disciples of all nations, baptizing them 1n the 4 aaie | Ly i \.Ai
name of the Father and of the Son and of the & é e mj - UL S5O

Holy Spirit.” And Jesus demands nothing that “—L’\A L;;‘ 4\3&\)}% 235 QJJ\X‘

He has not Himself lived through. His family aga! axa JS
aga Yl 9

had to flee to Egypt shortly after his birth to

escape the murderous Herod. Jesus knows the
perspective of the refugee. He knows what it 1s
like to have no home, to be rejected, and to be

in search of protection.




7. At the beginning of His ministry, at His
own baptism in the Jordan, He deliberately
stands with us - in the dirt, 1n crisis, 1n human
homelessness. As He comes up out of the
water, the heavens are torn open. The voice of
God speaks: “You are my beloved child; with
you I am well pleased.” This 1s the present
reality of baptism: if you are baptized, this
word applies to you today. No matter how
uprooted, lonely, or exhausted you feel in this

world: heaven stands open over your life.
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8. The end of self-presentation:
justification in Romans 3. This discovery
completely transformed the life of Martin
Luther 1n the 16th century. Luther felt
internally homeless, tormented by the question
of how he could stand before God. He thought
he had to earn his right to exist. He found
liberation in the Letter to the Romans, chapter
3 - words that sound like a breakthrough into

our present age of constant exclusion and self-

display: “They are now justified by his grace

as a gift, through the redemption that 1s in
Christ Jesus.” (Romans 3:24)
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9. Justification means, translated for Cad] :tﬂh PaLE & D et ‘UJJ 9. 4
the year 2026: you do not have to produce | « J\ )AJM\.J M g_m\.u\ sz\ \j.L.UAA
yourself, and you do not have to prove e cu]b,q 5 ) g aclia LSM Y 9
your right to exist to anyone - not to an L:_o, Slaa O &\_o,gj\ LA\ N E Sl
authority, not to your employer, not to il }d\ j‘ U‘u‘ 6““ Jga jj\
society. Before God there are no first- and yj ) )-uﬂﬂ g_\\; 2 da g N ?LJ

second-class people. Before Him there are \al O
0 8 (e Al J8) L) 2 g

no 1llegal human beings. Jesus has alread . . .
paid thge infinite pricegfor each of us Youy U= Jalsl UAJ‘ @"‘MJ | —
: sa il Sl A e ‘

are released from the pressure to constantly
prove yourself. You are accepted. That 1s

pure grace.




10.  Analog anchor 1n a digital flood: “I
am baptized!”” Martin Luther later
experienced what 1t means to be outlawed,
persecuted, and on the run. On the
Wartburg he had to hide under a false
name. When 1n such times of 1solation fear
became too great and voices in his head
whispered: “You are alone, you are lost”,
he took a piece of chalk. He wrote on his
table: “Baptizatus sum” - I am baptized!
That was his real, iron anchor 1n exile. He
held onto it when he had lost his home.
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Mo Lyl 328 )
11.  Passports and rights can be taken DS N }[ (R e A8
away; baptism remains. Borders can be J)M‘ LSLU A g ¢49 g )‘ 6 )y

closed; God’s promise stands. The world (3R A5 | ‘ USJ ‘A'GAJ C;
sald a3l ) ) sa L) AL
aill) jaw &4 ac g 13 syl
B LRI all ) sge Jadsy M\_\

may become foreign to us; God keeps His
word. Baptism 1s God’s irrevocable

passport for your life. If God promises in

Ledie s LailE &y ae ) 13

Deuteronomy that He will keep his Lol a8
L\.A ) A = J\}[\ J\.@JJ
covenant for a thousand generations, then

this applies all the more when the ground 1s

slipping beneath your feet.




12.  What does this mean for me uﬁ ‘UJ }A&A‘ 3 Jala uﬁ VY

tomorrow in everyday life? When we leave °\'4M S ) ‘—"““J \'64‘ Q‘\—“}-‘j‘ °\—‘>j‘

this church and return to the everyday life

..U\J.A { - o

of 2026: what does baptism change § ° i K} uj)éj | s abia s

dage s 4dala s 8 & i (Ul
25 dS Gesall Lgdomy

concretely? It 1s not a wellness certificate
that magically removes crises and the
suffering of refugees worldwide. It 1s
armor and mission. It gives us an
indestructible identity that rests on three

pillars. We will soon sing the hymn “I am

baptized in your name” (EG 200).



13.  The first verse reminds us directly:
“I am baptized in your name... I am
counted among your seed, the people you
call your own.” We belong to a worldwide
community that knows no borders. From
this arise three real powers today: Faith:
faith in our complex present means
knowing that my life and my home do not

depend on external circumstances or

official documents. I am and remain safe 1in

God’s hand, wherever I may be on this

earth.
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14. Hope: because we are baptized, cf"“‘j @h; u‘ gf’d u\.«u}[\ )¢
we do not fall into the growing MJM‘ uﬁ)‘u‘ e U‘M p

sle sl A )N 31 sY) e
m&@cw(w‘gﬂ‘u&ﬂ
know that barriers and hatred do not e JMJ i w‘ e L;‘J‘ A
have the last word. Heaven is open, and | 4. )Sjj j\ whﬂ R Y lilea

cynicism and coldness of our time. We

we are moving toward a new world 1n b u\A LS-“ Yy « ?J\"J‘ @ J...m.d\
which there will be no more tears, no y) T s ¥ ‘Jﬁi.; Ld\.c 6434-“‘
flight, and no displacement. This gives CER ¥ I

us strength today not to give up hope.




15. Love: this is the greatest change. Those
who know they are unconditionally accepted
and justified by God lose their fear of the
stranger. You no longer need to shut yourself
off from others to defend your own security.

You no longer need to devalue others in order

to feel safe yourself. You can meet the asylum

seeker, the stranger, the refugee on equal
terms. Baptism frees us to change perspective.
It opens our eyes to our neighbor - especially
those who, like the people of Israel then, are
small, weak, and dependent on the mercy of

others.
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16. The covenant stands firm. At the end of the
text from Deuteronomy, God calls us to keep his
commandments. Jesus’ most important
commandment is love of neighbor. And in 2026 we
keep 1t not out of fear of punishment, but out of
deep gratitude. We share the love that was given to
us in baptism. When tomorrow you open your
laptop or look at the news and the coldness of this
world washes over you, then think of Luther’s
chalk. Remember the water of your baptism. The
world may draw borders, but God has opened His
arms wide. Heaven is open. You belong to Him.
You are loved - yesterday, today, and forever.

Amen!
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