John 6:1-15

1 After this Jesus went away to the
other side of the Sea of Galilee,
which is the Sea of Tiberias.

2 And a large crowd was following
him, because they saw the signs that
he was doing on the sick.

3 Jesus went up on the mountain,
and there he sat down with his
disciples.

4 Now the Passover, the feast of the
Jews, was at hand.
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5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing
that a large crowd was coming toward
him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are
we to buy bread, so that these people
may eat?”

6 He said this to test him, for he
himself knew what he would do.

7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred
denarii worth of bread would not be

enough for each of them to get a little.”

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, said to him,
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9 “There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish, but what are they for
SO many?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit
down.” Now there was much grass in the
place. So the men sat down, about five
thousand in number.

11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when
he had given thanks, he distributed them
to those who were seated. So also the
fish, as much as they wanted.

12 And when they had eaten their fill, he
told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover
fragments, that nothing may be lost.”
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13 So they gathered them up and
filled twelve baskets with fragments
from the five barley loaves left by
those who had eaten. 14 When the
people saw the sign that he had
done, they said, “This is indeed the
Prophet who is to come into the
world!” 15 Perceiving then that they
were about to come and take him
by force to make him king, Jesus
withdrew again to the mountain by
himself.
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Sermon by Lector Ronald Stoffers on 19 July

2026 on Hebrews 13:1-3, 8
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Dear congregation!

1. Have you ever experienced how a
single song, a single piece of music, can
transform an entire room? You sit in the
car, tired, your thoughts circling around
changes, what is coming, the
uncertainty of the future. And suddenly
that one unmistakable guitar riff blasts
through the speakers. Four chords that
Immediately go straight to your core.
Your foot starts tapping. The tiredness
disappears. You sit up straight. Why?
Because this riff is familiar to you. It
gives you rhythm. It gives you support.
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2. The Letter to the Hebrews gives us
something like that for today, for these
summer weeks of transition. It is the
weekly verse that stands over these days.
Listen how it begins: Jesus Christis the
same yesterday and today and forever.
(Hebrews 13:8) This is the basic chord of

our faith. This is the melody that carries
us through this service today. It is the riff
that does not fade, even when something
In the stage of our congregation is about
to change. Even when we sense that a
formative era is slowly coming to an end.
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3. Let us listen to the verses that follow
this riff. They are found in chapter 13 of
Hebrews:

“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect
hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels without
knowing it. Remember those who are in

prison, as though you were imprisoned
with them, and those who are being
mistreated, since you also are still in the
body.” (Hebrews 13:1-3)
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4. If we want to understand this text, we
must realize the situation in which it was
written. The early Christian communities
were not established large churches with
secure pastoral positions and centuries-
old traditions. They were a small, often
suspiciously viewed, sometimes brutally

persecuted minority in the Roman
Empire. They lived in constant transition.
Nothing was built to last forever. Into this
uncertainty, the text calls out three
radical things.
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5. The firstis brotherly love. In Greek itis
Philadelphia. This is not a moral appeal
along the lines of “just be nice to one
another”. It is the call to be a chosen
family. When the world outside
becomes uncomfortable, then we hold
together all the more firmly inside. The

second is hospitality. Philoxenia -
literally: love of the stranger. Dear
congregation, in antiquity this was not a
cozy coffee gathering. In times of
persecution, opening your door to a
stranger carried great risk.
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6. Who was this traveler? A spy? A
traitor? Or a brother in faith? The Letter
to the Hebrews says: open the doors
anyway! Do not forget it! For those who
open themselves experience wonders.
Those who open the door may, without
realizing it, receive a messenger of God.

An angel who brings a message from
heaven in the midst of everyday chaos.
And the third: remember those in prison
as if you were imprisoned with them.
This is radical empathy. Do not look
away when others suffer. Why?
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7. Because you yourselves “are still in the
body”. Because we are all vulnerable.
Because the wheel of life can turn
quickly. Nothing remains fixed. How can
one live like this? In constant openness,
In constant movement, ready for what is
new? Where does the strength come

from not to close one’s heart when one is
oneself in upheaval? There it breaks
through again: the foundation. Do you
hear the riff? Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.
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8. Because He remains the same, we do
not need to fear change. He is the
rhythm that carries us when things
around us are in motion. This riff
connects our sermon text directly with
today’s Gospel. There we hear the story
of the feeding of the four thousand in

the wilderness. The people have
followed Jesus for days. Now they stand
In the middle of nowhere. Hungry.
Exhausted. And the disciples do what
we humans often do when faced with
great challenges: they fall into the logic
of scarcity.
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9. They say: “Where are we to get bread
In this wilderness to feed these
people?” They see only what is missing.
They see the desert. They see limitation.
They are afraid it will not be enough. But
Jesus breaks this logic. He lives
philoxenia, the love of the hungry, right

In the wilderness. He takes what little
there is - some loaves, a few fish - gives
thanks to God, and distributes them.
And the miracle happens: everyone is
fed. There is even some left over. Do you
see the connection?
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10. The wilderness is not a place of
lack when Jesus is there. And the
church is not poor when it opens itself.
Where people begin to share what
they have in the name of Jesus, the
wilderness becomes a banquet hall.
And why does this work? Because the

one who once broke the bread in the
wilderness is the same who stands
here among us today. The riff tears us
out of the logic of scarcity: Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever.
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11. He is the bread of life. We
humans do not hunger only for bread
and water. We hunger for security.
For the certainty: what will happen
next? Only when we eat of this bread
of life - when we understand that our
future is held in God’s hands - do we
become inwardly calm. And those
who are inwardly satisfied can open
their hands. For the stranger. For the
neighbor. For the future.
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12. Dear congregation, we are currently
in a very special phase as a church - a
time of transition. Today we look at our
pastor, Pastor Weber. The horizon of
farewell has become tangible. At the end
of August 2026, in a few weeks, Pastor
Weber will end his service and move on
to new paths. It is a time in which one
Inevitably begins to look back. We sense
again that we “are still in the body”, that
earthly stages have a limited time.
Structures change. Faces change. A
valued pastor is leaving, and a gap is
emerging.
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13. And perhaps, for some, the disciples’
question in the wilderness arises: “Where
will we get bread in September? How will
our congregation continue? Who will fill
this gap?” It is completely normal to feel
a sense of melancholy in these weeks. |t
Is right and good to already say thank you

for all the “yesterday” that Pastor Weber
has shaped with us - for every word of
comfort, for shared moments of brotherly
love, for the hospitality lived in this
congregation and still lived until the end
of August.
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14. But right in the midst of this time of
transition, in the middle of the quiet solo
of worries, our guitar riff now sounds
especially loud and powerful. Do you
hear it? Jesus Christis the same
yesterday and today and forever. This riff
tells us: a pastor is a wonderful and
important instrument of God. Pastor
Weber has made the strings resonate
here for years. He has helped us hear
God’s melody. But the musician who
composed the song of life remains! Jesus
Christ was there yesterday - in the good
years behind us. He is here today - in this
In-between time of sorting and maturing.
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15. And He will be the same forever - He goes
with you at the end of August, dear Pastor
Weber, to your new place. And He remains
here with this congregation when the
vacancy comes and new paths must be
found. Where do we get this unshakable
hope? It is grounded in the greatest sign of
God'’s revelation: the cross and resurrection.
On the cross, Jesus gave Himself completely.
He Himself became a stranger outside the
city gates. He experienced the deepest
farewell — death - in His own body. He knows
what loss and change feel like. He shares our
helplessness.
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16. But the cross was not the finale. The
resurrection is the thunderclap that has
defeated death forever! The resurrection
reveals eternal life to us. That means:
nothing done in God’s love is ever lost.
No word of faith, no act of love, no
moment of community is in vain.

Everything is held in his eternity. Because
the tomb is empty, our future - the future
of Pastor Weber and of this congregation
- is full of God’s possibilities.
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17. Dear congregation, dear Pastor
Weber, we still have precious weeks
ahead until August. Let us use this time
to walk together, richly nourished by the
bread of life. Let us take the message of
the Letter to the Hebrews with us into
these days: remain steadfast in brotherly

love. Stay united, especially now that
things are changing. Do not forget
hospitality. Open the doors of your hearts
wide to what is coming. Who knows how
many angels may knock at our door in
this time of transition!
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18. And remember those who are
suffering. Remain a congregation that
sees and helps. And when we run out of
strength, when worries about September
grow loud, let us pause for a moment.
Listen into your heart. And hear the riff
that never stops playing - the riff that has

echoed through the centuries and makes
us steadfast: Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. On this
foundation we go step by step forward -
Into the summer of 2026 and far beyond.
Amen!
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