Introduction to Mark 12:28-34

God’s will as expressed in the Law - His commandments - is
the central theme of the Old Testament and of Judaism. In the
past, and still today, Jewish people have discussed and
continue to discuss how God’s will in the Law should be
interpreted and applied in the present. Jesus, the Son of God
and, as a human being, a Jew, also engaged in such discussions
during His time on earth with representatives of other Jewish
traditions. One such conversation, in which Jesus speaks about
the most important of God's commandments, is recorded in the
Gospel of Mark, chapter 12. We will now hear this reading in
both German and Persian. Sajjad will interpret this biblical

text for us in his sermon today.

FEaYA VY (ud e Joady dania

& s gall colilia s (5] cAag i) & ) A 325
(3 sgll (L 85 203 sl g il agall & i )l
o A Al Gulat g yundi A oyl 0 Y g
}&;ju&s\@\ c&wﬂb&ﬂbw@@ﬂ\
AV A sell (il shall Tian ae ¢ lusilS (53 54

ollay o8 dindia e daa yY) aila P4
o e dintl e e (S Zlawalll 83 5
pinins ) Lay ol Jm o o 1368 55
A Jall 5 YD il el Al e3a ) o
sl ailie 3 KU adaiall 13 slows U i




28 One of the scribes came and heard them
arguing, and recognizing that He had
answered them well, asked Him, “Which
commandment 1s the foremost of all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The foremost 1s,
‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God 1s one
Lord;

30 and you shall love the Lord your God »
with all your heart, and with all your soul, ub/ tg o2 ,ig J>/ $e3 WLM; 7

and with all your mind, and with all your

strength.’ \.@\.wdw\.: T L}j wji Do B v\ajﬁ

31The second 1s this, “You shall love your &y? ooy u.wd VL&.O.{ VLJ
neighbor as yourself.” There 1s no other

commandment greater than these.” <<-C)?:’\~‘° 20 \
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32The scribe said to Him, “Right, %\i» 5| »» wm J\:ﬂ vy
Teacher; You have truly stated that He

1s one, and there 1s no one else besides U“‘d j / A Y vlg sz\.;

Him;and to love Him with all the heart
and with all the understanding and with Q,o IK; J{ u,o w 5 . Y. \
all the strength "

33 and to love one’s neighbor as U “’KU'O D V@A o
himself, is much more than all burnt 3”03 C} ‘ Q{ssgw j’j\ ,_\bwj cBSfLS\

offerings and sacrifices.

34 ”When Jesus saw that he had \.J.a Y e« ZS\’VGJ u\.aﬁis C?‘ U'°
answered intelligently, He said to him, A\S 5 \?’ s s
“You are not far from the kingdom of J J"""’ < Z;"'“’ LS J

God.” After that, no one would venture 1 [
: : R .:03 o ﬂ.o
to ask Him any more questions.
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1. This story takes place in the final days of Jesus’ life.

During that time, the Pharisees and scribes of the Jews U‘A ‘j\ eb}[\ \_A doaall s 1
were sent to challenge Jesus. They asked Him various Lsg UA JY\ lec & g D )J\ o\_\;
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gave Him other labels - such as sorcerer, someone

connected with demons, or blasphemer - because of the U)J'c Lﬁ w L\A.u\ ("@4154\4 ‘
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things He said about the forgiveness of sins.
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the question itself. A man who held a high
position within his own religion and law
opened his eyes when he heard the true
message of Jesus, and he received it

without prejudice.




3. He affirmed Jesus. And Jesus responded ZECN ‘UUA‘ Lﬁ ) g ﬁj \"dj

to him: “You are not far from the kingdom aic 8 L5);‘ Sl sz‘ ‘J\';j
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of God.” This shows us that even among
people with strong religious prejudices -
and we know such people from our own
experiences, including in our home ua& M\ 5 j.\.Lu \}\S JA‘ Yy
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resist the truth. Perhaps their hearts are ds uﬁ ) m} (JSJ 4 ) gaca

open and prepared in such a way that Jesus IS ey ?LJ calia e@‘j slaa
and His message can be brought near to MLL:L.Q S jﬂ 3

countries - there are some who cannot

them.




4. Jesus knew very well that the group Y. LJS DA S FEUR & . ¢

coming to Him with questions about the d;) IR “L'Q’ ‘Jﬁ‘j uazill
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Law was doing so to trap Him. He knew
they were waiting for the slightest gap

in His answers to find grounds for

accusing and arresting Him. But He also

knew that His answers would be heard

come to light.




5. For Him, this was not a threat, but an Sl ﬁ}"‘“ LJJJ BIE Q,ﬁw J‘);J‘ ©
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attacking our beliefs to discourage or

hurt us. But we should look at such

threats, but as golden opportunities to \ JJ\A \J.@_».M OIS dal\ e j\é_u
proclaim the truth. Be assured: God will ub ‘\"UJ"“M ?J"“‘ PR U‘
give you the right answer at the right 3> A g~ ‘djsf

moment, placing it in your heart.




6. Let us now turn to the answer Jesus gave | ¢ 53 GlalS daay i) )5‘ 1

to this question. In both parts of His °& U‘ @"‘;M ﬁ\‘“‘ ujﬂ ‘}
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decisive word: love. Jesus calls this the
greatest commandment of God. From this

we can conclude: Love 1s God’s great goal .. - .-

d the gold dment fi s‘«\é dé)l M: s eﬂs O
and the golden commandment for our R = L3 - < 2\,3\3,1]\ uﬁ
creation. There are two kinds of love -

mentioned here: love for God and love for

fellow human beings. Both are of great

importance.



7. He says: “Love the Lord your God with U“u‘ O O h.d;u ‘l‘s} \

all your heart, with all your soul, with all Lf"'ﬂ‘ Cuanilly ?@—‘)h O 52l UMM
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This love cannot be an ordinary love. A

.
love that comes from all your heart, all @LAM Y 2 UAM \’G_ﬁ UJSA
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your soul, all your mind, and all your
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Him. It means to live with Him in every . jjgj\ um\

strength means to give yourself completely

moment of life.




8. It 1s no wonder that Jesus calls this the \A\ y AP PLE i gres U\S A
greatest commandment of God. The heart is \.A;J \ y\q ?J ?@J‘ eLu u\.S ¢da jm;

understood as the seat of spiritual life or our . Cg @ d }zﬁ j_d L.L cdgj\

inner being; the soul refers to a person’s (R Qe ?J S e@_uu ?J 3l
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intelligence are also included. Every facet that . - 4
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drives human action - heart, soul, mind, and

strength - 1s involved in the love of God and 1s
required by Him. We cannot obey God without

loving Him.
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from compulsion, however, will eventually
break down. At some point, one will ask:
“Why am I even doing this?” - and begin to

resist. But when love 1s present, a person L . <] TR

11 obey God and follow His path out of | - 2L OO S -

will obey God and follow His path out o - e e - .o
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love and trust. God doesn’t ask for much. . . R B, -
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emotions, your inner being, and your il iall

decisions.




10. The commandment that Jesus gives has
two parts: love for God and love for one’s
neighbor. Jesus says that one cannot be done

without the other. We cannot say, “I love God,

and that 1s enough.” Likewise, we cannot truly

know how to love our neighbor without first
loving God with all our heart. Our love for
God is deeply connected to the way we treat
those around us. If we truly love God with all
our heart, soul, mind, and strength, then our
actions will reflect His love and grace toward

others.
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11. We are called not only to love God but also Y u\ i grew C.o..a j‘ 23 9 . Y
to love our neighbors as ourselves. This means | %y guey L ; ’“,\'; sz\ Y ,,\_,Mj\
showing compassion, empathy, and kindness , ?J ‘YJ‘ &J‘ , 1S “Mad]
to those around us, regardless of their
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describes these two commandments - love for um‘ Cﬁ UAT}SJ fm MLO‘ & J;y‘
God and love for our neighbor - as of the Y RS UJJ;)d Ana 4.;‘ dﬁé'“j

background, faith, or life circumstances. Jesus

greatest importance. From this we can QALA--M kJJS o - LSJJ\ O\A\

conclude that we can only truly experience and Csl P ‘j Lﬁ'ﬂ‘ 433\ LW U‘
live in God's love when we are also loving and

kind toward our fellow human beings. It 1s
impossible to say: “I only want to love God

and have nothing to do with people.”




12. But who exactly is our neighbor? Does

it only mean the person living next door?

There was once a deaf man who wanted to
visit his sick neighbor. He thought to
himself: “I am deaf—how will I hear what
the sick man says, and how will I talk with
him? He 1s sick, and his voice 1s probably
weak. But that doesn’t matter. If I see his

lips move, I’ll know he’s greeting me as

usual.” The deaf man prepared a

conversation in his mind. It was supposed

to go like this:
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13. I’ll say: “How are you?” - He’ll say
something like: “Good, thank God, I’'m getting
better.” I’ll say: “Thank God.” - “What did you
eat?” - “Soup or medicine.” I’ll say: “Enjoy
your meal.” - “Who 1s your doctor?” -“Doctor
so-and-so.” I’ll say: “His visit 1s a blessing, he
heals all the sick. We know him - a skilled
doctor.” After finishing this question-and-

answer script in his head, the deaf man went to

his neighbor, sat by his bed, and asked: “How

are you?” - The sick man said: “I’m dying in

pain.” - The deaf man said: “Thank God.”
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14. The sick man was horrified and thought:

“This man 1s my enemy.” The deaf man asked:

“What are you eating?” - The sick man said:
“Deadly poison.” - The deaf man replied:
“Enjoy your meal.” The sick man became
angry. The deaf man asked: “Who 1s your
doctor?”” - The sick man said: “The Angel of

Death.” - The deaf man said: “His coming 1s a

blessing.” The sick man’s condition worsened.

The deaf man left the house, thinking he had

made a good hospital visit. But the sick man

groaned and said: “This neighbor 1s my worst

enemy.” And so their friendship ended.
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15. To truly love, we must consider the
needs of the other person. We must love in
a way that 1s helpful to them - not simply
in the way we think 1s best. A neighbor, 1n
the biblical sense, 1s anyone we encounter
in the course of life who needs our help or
care. This could be a neighbor, a relative, a
friend, or even a stranger on the street who
crosses our path and whom we can reach
out to and help. Sometimes even a smile or
a kind word can spark joy and hope 1n

someone’s heart.
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16. In recent years, we have seen and heard L_Luuj GA.L::J\ gres 4\4:..4 9 u\ Y1
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Ukraine began, I was there. As I crossed the w 64 ‘y j‘ 43.)\ w 4\; g9 JA
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to leave the country - they had to go to war. I
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time I think of that scene, I ask myself: What
fate befell that father? Did that child ever see L o= - C Lﬁﬁ

saw a little girl hugging her father and crying

her father again?




17. In another place, we saw a young
woman 1n Israel who had gone to a concert
with her friends - she just wanted to enjoy
herself. But she was captured by Hamas
terrorists. Many of them were killed or
taken hostage. Hours later, we saw her
mother on TV with tear-filled eyes as
images of her daughter were shown - half-
naked, being dragged through the city. The
mother pleaded with the world for help.
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18. And today we see thousands of people L)-“j UJ )ﬂ‘ ‘UMJ - j-hég'd‘ 9.) /\
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in Gaza whose homes have been destroyed,
who have not had enough to eat for
months, who are trapped - and no one can

help them. These are just a few examples

of the suffering in our world today - . e . -
| ) . 2 yiay (e IS Jedal My @l
suffering brought by war, hostility, greed .. A L;‘ C‘ Iy \_m )-Li

for power, extremism, and terrorism. And

the consequences are not borne by those

who lit the fire, but by innocent people

who bear no guilt at all.



19. What 1s astonishing 1s that all sides 1n "9@4 )5 A u.A i g \ jj\.u ) 4

these wars shout either nationalistic or A u..n.\] —L J.fﬂ\ u\ & @a j\.a
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their God. But this is by no means God’s
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1l - 1t 1 Machiavellian thinking: the l
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end justifies the means. And to reach that

end, they will use anything - even God’s

name - to influence people.




20. The significance of these commandments
transcends historical and cultural boundaries
and makes them universally applicable. In a
world marked by division and conflict, the call
to love God and neighbor remains a timeless
principle that can lead individuals and
communities toward harmony and unity.
Imagine a society in which people genuinely
strive, with all their strength, to live out the
commandment to love their neighbor as

themselves. In such a society, acts of mercy,

support, and kindness would become the norm,

revealing the transformative power of love.
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21. Since 2015, Germany has taken 1n
thousands of refugees from war-torn
countries such as Syria, Iraq, and
Afghanistan. It has covered their costs,
provided housing, and given financial
support. Some critics say: If this money
had been invested in recruiting skilled
workers from various countries,
Germany would not be facing a labor

shortage today. So why did they do 1t?
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22. When these refugees arrived, 1t did not
matter what religion they followed or what
culture and customs they brought with
them. Only one thing mattered: their lives
were 1n danger because of war. In essence,
Germany acted to save humanity -
regardless of skin color or origin. What
Germany did, many other wealthy and
powerful nations were not willing to do.
And I am convinced - far from any flattery
- that this country will be rewarded by God

for this great service.
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Jesus speaks of the love for God. And yet,
in these verses, He makes it very clear that
these two commandments are the greatest

of all: to love God with all your heart - and

likewise to love your neighbor. He did not 3 2 yor 5w " o :
ORI Ldaae Ul _af 38 daniiic 4K ]

say: “Love only your own people.” He did | M\_\; Lﬁ 500 L,L“‘ <333 j
not say: “Love only your own language, i
your family, or your ethnicity.” He said:

Love your neighbor - that means humanity,

human dignity.



24. What does it mean to love the Lord ) %) saaa \AA\ ) );‘ O Lﬁ g.V¢
with all your heart and soul? Before we can ds;] L_uAJ 4\.4\.“ '6\.3.53} dc 9 A
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through love - and to be changed by them. N g_ﬂ_: LS‘ L, \ J;\ Jsm &\ 4\_1;\
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ourselves. When we do not sin, do not

steal, do not betray - we are first doing

good to ourselves.




25. Jesus said: “I did not come into the
world to condemn you, but to love and
to save you.” In fact, 1t 1s love that
brings about transformation. For us to
become people in whom the purpose of
creation 1s fulfilled, we must take the
first step - by loving God and loving
others. It 1s love that elevates faith from

a physical level to a spiritual one.
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26. Jesus 1s someone who loved in every
situation. He met even sinners and enemies
with love. Many criticized Him for
showing love and kindness to His
opponents. But Jesus saw something they
did not see. He knew where He had come
from, what His mission was, who had sent
Him, and who honored Him. Jesus trusted
God with all His heart and showed divine
love to all people - something that even His
closest disciples struggled to fully

understand.
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2’7. We often tell ourselves that loving

certain people might lead them to

that’s because we have expectations in @5 e@-uSJ‘ SRS LS ) JAY\
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understand: 1t 1s always love that
ultimately brings about change 1n this

world and 1n people.




28. In the beginning, love may seem
ineffective or even vulnerable. On the
cross, Jesus looked weak and wounded.
He bore the burden of humanity’s sin
through His crucifixion and put God’s
love into action. But in that moment, no
one understood it, and He was deeply
alone. Yet 1n the end, 1t was love that
completed its work and impact in the

world - and glorified Jesus.
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29. When we lose a loved one forever, and
we want to remember them, we always
recall their acts of love. We try to tell
others about the good things they did.
Blessed 1s the one who i1s remembered 1n
their lifetime for their love. Aristotle once
said: God set the world in motion while
remaining unmoved Himself - like a lover
who stirs motion in the beloved. And in the
First Letter of John 1t says: This 1s how we

came to know God - not that we loved
God, but that He loved us.
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30. He has awakened His love within us. Yes, dear
friends, He has loved us and placed within each of us
the ability to know Him, so that we can experience and
enjoy this love. The Gospel says that God is love. It
does not say merely that He loves, but that He Himself
is love, and that His very nature is love. He created us in
His image, and that is why the core of our being 1s made
of love. We cannot remove love from our lives or kill it
within ourselves - because it is part of our very essence.
And in the end, the measure of our humanity is the love
we receive from our relationship with God and pass on
to others. I pray that all of you may experience the
beauty of love in every phase of life - and share it with

others. Amen!
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1. O merciful and infinite Lord,

You, the source of light and love from whom all things come forth,

today we stand before You with hearts longing for Your love and guidance.

O loving and gracious God,

light and life come from You alone,

and our hearts thirst for Your presence.

Show us how we can recognize and love You
with every breath, every glance, and every action.
Lord, ignite in our hearts the flame of Your love,
so that we may pass it on to others -

even to those whom we find difficult to love,

or who do not know us.
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2. Teach us to come to You 1n faith and trust

in the heavy and dark moments of life.

O God, let Your love become visible in our actions,

flow into our words,

and shine in our eyes.

Great God, give us the strength

to see, understand, and share the beauty of love
in every moment of our daily lives.

May every step be an expression of Your love,

and every glance a reminder of Your mercy.
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3. Lord, today we pray for all members of
this church:

for those strong 1n faith,

and for those still searching for You,
for the sick who need healing,

and for the lonely or brokenhearted,
for those 1n pain and suffering,
whose hope has grown weak,

for the children, the youth, and the elderly,

whose hearts are full of longing and desire.
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4. O Lord, unite our hearts,
establish Your love among us,

so that we may support one another
with love, patience, and kindness.

O God, lead us each day on the path of love

and service,

and teach us not only to keep Your love in our

hearts,

but to carry it into the world through our words

and actions.

Amen.
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